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Wednesday, 16**" August. 

JvEPVBLICAN Lies. — ^The following paragraphs 
arc extradled from Noah Webfter's paper of the 14th 
kift. 

We have it ia our power to lay before the public 
the following important particulars : A gentlemaa 
from Ireland received a letter on Thurfday evening 
Irom his connexions there, fiating the difTenfions i^ 
that country as having rifen to a moil alarming 
pitch : that the Duke of Leinfter had enclofed hia 
titular badge. under cover to the King, acquainted h^s 
Majefly he could no longer confent to wear as an in- 
lignia of rank and honour, that which ^lad become a 
mark of difgrace, and that he wilhed only to be 
Irnown as an United Irilhman : that the Poft- 
mafter General of Ireland has refigncd his office, 
worth at Icaft 3000/. flerling per annum, declaring 
he coqld no longer reconcile to himfclf holding an 
office under the prefent order of things, and that he 
is alfo an United Irifliman : that the city of Dub- 
lin has proclaimed itfelf for the united party, and 
declares any attempts of the Government to coerce 
thfm, will produce open rebellion. The lettef is 
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4 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

written in Dublin ; we regret we have not been able 
to afcertain its date, but the gentleman to whom it 
came was in the city only a few hours, and left it 
early on Friday morning, without giving any great 
publicity to the accounts he had received. He had 
engaged his paflage to return to Ireland, but this let- 
ter advifes him to remain in this country till he hears 
fomething from home. W(^ have every reafon, from 
the refpeSability of our authority, togive full credence 
to the above *. 



Kofciujko and the Whig Chh, — At a numerous 
meeting of the Whig Club of England, held at the 
Crown and Anchor tavern, in the Strand, on Tuef- 
day the 6th day of June, X797; the Earl of 
Thanet in the chair — On the motion of General 
Tarktpn, feconded by Mr. Fox, it was refolved 
unanimoufly, " That the Polifti General Thaddeus 
^^Kofciulko be requefled by this club to accept of 
'* a fword as a public teftimony of their fenfe of his 
^* exalted virtues, and of his gallant, generous, and 
*' exemplary efforts to defend gnd fave his coun- 
« try." 

Mr. Fox moved, and it was refolved unanimoufly, 
** That a committee be appointed to provide a 
*^ fword accordingly, and that General Tarleton do 



* I do not, for my part, " give full credence to the above ;** on 
the contrary, I look upon it as a ftriiig of fuch prepoftcroiis falfe- 
hoods as no mortal but Webfler would Jillen to for a moment. 
The power of a rooted prejudice is incredibly great. This Web- 
fl:er is, in the common concerns of life, a man oF a good found 
•underftanding ; on certain fubjeif^s he has fliown that he pofllfres 
confiderable talents; but the moment the name of Great Britain is 
mentioned, he feems to lofe his reafon ; this hated name is to him 
what water is to one bitten by a mad dog. The wretch was a 
Whig of the revolution ; he flattered himfelf with the hope of fec« 
ing Great Britain ruined ifor ever, and America reign in her ftcad. 
He finds himfelf grolsly deceived, and his difappointmcnt an4 
mortification has increaied his iiatred againft Great Britain. 

** prefent 
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^' prefcnt it to General Kofciulko, in the name of 
'' the Whig Club in England." 

Porcupine to General Tarleion. 
Sir, 

I have lately feen an account of the proceedings of 
a certain fociety called the " Whig Club of England^'' 
which, I am told, is made up of the refufe, the very 
ofFal of both Houfes of Parliament, with the addition 
of difappointed candidates for places, penlions, and 
linecures. 

From fuch a club, or rather mob as this, every thing 
inconfiftent and mean was to be expeded ; but I 
think it would hardly be poffible to find one of the 
members whofe conduft fo completely fulfils fuch 
expectation as that of yours. You have conflantly 
been an advocate for the continuation of that traffic 
called the Jlave-trade^ while you are at the head of a 
liberty club ; and you prefent the Polander with a 
fwprd, as a token of your approbation of his labours 
in the caufe of what you call liberty y when it is well 
known that you owe your prefent rank and pay to 
your having fought againft him, having fought his 
deftrudlion, when he was engaged in that very caufe ! 
There is, however, fomething wanting to render 
this farce complete : your* club Ihould aflemble oa 
the banks of the river Gambia, or on board a negro 
veflel, and you fliould prefent the fword on fomc 
plain of America. 

Tarleton prefenting a token of refpeft ioKofciufko! 
Ye gods ! what cannot the fpirit of whiggifm per- 
form ? What can it not rend afunder, and what caa 
it not unite ? As the poet fays of gold : " it folders 
clofe impojjibilities^ and makes them kt/sJ*^ 

It may not be amifs to tell you, that, a few weeks 
ago, all the democratic papers in this country, when 
they thought neceflary to revive a part of the hifiory 
of laft war, called you ** the Java^e and bloody Tarle^ 

B 3 ton ;" 



6 GAZETTE SfiLECTTONS. 

ton ;•• but that, by this Ttierty-foocrd afFan-^ yoU have 
wiped all off; all the blood clean off; and hate Re- 
gained the love and admiration of a fet of as great 
S:oundrels as ever did honour ta a rope or a gib- 
bet. 

P. P0RC17PIK£. 



Thursday, 17^ AuGust. 

• 

French Lies and American Ctdlihiliiy. — It is not con- 
iifient with the plan of this feledlion to infert articles 
of foreign intelligence ; but it. is now and then ne- 
ceflary to do it, in order to ihow the connexion be- 
tween foreign and doniei):ic politics, or to record in- 
flances of the effect which foreign intrigues have, 
ftom time to time, produced on the people of Ame- 
rica, or to exhibit the character of this people by the 
ientiments which foreign intelligence has led them 
to difcover. With the Tatter view it is that I infert 
the foUowiitg articles from Paris papers. 

Paris^ June 2. — ^Trugot, Merlin, Charles de la 
Croix, and Ramel, thefe worthy fupporters of French 
liberty, have arrived at the moment of their dilgrace ; 
calumniated by public writers, calumniated by the 
Legiflative Body, what they havt? done to fave theif 
country ferves as a pretext to their perfecutors. De- 
pofed by public opinion, what reiift^nce could they 
make to the enemies which the remembrance of 
their condudt incelfantly raifed agaiaft them ? The 
Diredlory is llill filent before their aciufers. To- 
morrow, perhaps, they will be interrogated as vile 
criminals. Santhonax, Raymond, and their ac- 
complices, are recalled. They are to be facceeded by 
a commiffion,. at whofe head is placed Villaret Joy- 
eule, a lear-admiral and an ancient officer of the 
marine. 

Part's^ 



f^fki Jvn§ xo^f<^After the figamg of the pvelioiH 
Mfif^ 0f pence, Bonafifff^y on quitting the Auftma 
pCOWfices, colleiled his vidorious army on the fron- 
tifre of Italy : tbcJJe, in an immeqfe plain he arrange4 
bk ^tbren in arms ; there, walking from battalion 
^ |iattaUon> tfai? yovrng ^o addrefled them as fol ^ 
Iqwb: 

^^ My brave fnendfl, you have refiored peace to 
^ your cpvin^ry, and coveted yourfelves with immpr* 
*• ial glory. It is however neoeflary to remain ftill 
<' a longer time vedcr arms. We muft yet ro9f out 
** tie Iqft of oar enemies. I Ihall give you all your 
^^ Uiav^s of abfence, in order that ypu may viiit your 
^^ paF«nts iKid cpnnp:^lons. When you ihall have 
** embraced them» ftiU think of your country. X 
^^ dia^U proceed and wait (ov you at Q^lais ; and am 
^^ perfuaded not one of you will be wanting at ^ 
*^ wndetsvous*/* 

On the arrival of Mr. Bartholemyy the muiic ex4^ 
cutcd the following air : " Ah I how v?as I iijfpired 
^^ mhm I r^eivedyou to n^ heart r Upon the arrival 
ofMerlin, they exequtiad the " Hynm afJOf^rture :^\ 
the public thought the mufic excellent ^. 

J^0ris^ June 13,— r-^A.n Engliih iDartel has arrived at 
(^liiis with difpatches containing two packets, oito 
ifor the munipipality, in which was found encloied 4> 
}etter figoed Grenvijie, by which the Engliih Mir 
kiifter, oa informing them that Mr. Pitt was no 
longer in place, reqvie&ed them to forward inftantly 
to the Directory the packet intended for them. Th<^ 
di^atches contain new overtures made by the King 



* Ic ti wrii eaeugh Co prefenre thefc bcHrfliog, thefe infoleot 
Ipetdttd* Alivae wiU ccMTie when they ^nay be revived with a4f 
VMi^ge. 

f Pwr Btrtbekmx little dnpuned* v^bile be was lifteaing ti^ 
dii» 6rf]; «pu6c» ia nrhut ma^BU he fiuMtld ^h ptfi loi the Pirfc* 
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to the Dircftory to bring about a prompt and definitive 
pacification. The high efl^eem in which Citizen 
Barthelemy is held in England, and the happy influ- 
ence of his nomination, will not a little contribute to 
accelerate this moment. A general peace will there- 
fore probably be one of the firft benefits for which 
France will be indebted to its new Diredlory. He 
could not arrive under more happy aufpices. 

Paris y June 19. — ^Notwithftanding the language of 
the Englifh papers, we are aflured that the depofi- 
tion of Mr. Pitt has been officially announced to the 
French Government. 

Bojion^ Auguji 1 1. — Captain Percival, from Lifbon, 
who failed the beginning of July, and who arrived 
this morning, informs, that the day before he failed, 
a report was in general circulation, that a mutiny had 
broke out in Jarvis*s fleet \. 

At the time of the failing of the lafl: veflTels from 
Bourdeaux, it was currently reported^ that Mr. Pinck- 
ncy, our Envoy, had been invited to Paris from Rot- 
terdam. This rumour was probably created from 
the evident change in the difpofition of the French 
rulers. 

Remarks on the above News. — ^The above news, taken 
eU together, was laft night ufliered to the public as 
f^mething ** very agreeable.^* Let us fee, then, what 
it amounts to. Merlin is exchanged for Barthelemy, 
«pd the mufic played a tune at the vacation of the for- 
Jner, and at the inftalment of the latter. Had we 
had the honour to have fwelled the crowd of their 
admiring flavcs, thefe tunes might probably have 
- • . . 1 ■- , - . ■ ■ ■ ^ 

• •{■ The boorMh editors of the Bofton and New- York papers call 
it Jarvis^s fleet. This is not to be afcribed to the limpJicity of 
their manners ; for, were they but graced with the title of *J quire, 
welhouid fee it in every paragraph of their papers. It is to be 
afcribed X(i a kind of envious maiice, that will not fuflfer.them to 
ilo any thing that looks like refpe£t towards a fuperior. 

; . beea 
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been ^ very agreeable^ to us ; but I cannot fay that 
I fo readily perceive how it is poffible that we ihould 
derive any great pleafure from hearing talk of their 
being played; 

Another fource of the ^^ very agreeable ' is, itfecms^ 
the appointment of Joyeufe to the government of St. 
Domingo, in place of Santhonax and Co. This 
man's name, tranflated intoEnglilh, isJoyfulj and ia 
name alone, I am afraid, his appointment is a jeyful 
circumftance. To be fure, the Boflon editor docs 
conceive, " that the citizens of the United States 
*' will be freed from thofe horrid perfecutions and 
*' robberies, which have deftroycd or beggared 
" many, and injured the whole/' 

So do I conceive, Santhonax is as good as Joy- 
eufe; both have waded through the blood of there- 
volution ; both were traitors to the beft of Kings, 
with this difference in favour of the former, he had 
never received any of thofe favours from his Sove- 
reign with which the latter was loaded. What rca- 
fon then have we to expedt better treatment from 
Joyeufe than from his vile predeceffor ? " Why," (ays 
the Bofton editor, ** we judge from the fpeech he 
^' delivered at his appointment." — A poor foundation, 
indeed ! Nothing is more probable than th^t that very 
fpeech, which is looked upon as fuch a favourable 
fymptom, was no more than a bait to entice our 
veffels into their plundering ports. 

Again, we are told, that Mr. Pickering's letter to 
Mr. Pinckney was highly approved of in France % 
now, is not this a likely ftory, when the very fame 
paper tells us, that '^ the French Government has i(^ 
*^ fued orders for Adet to return again for America^ 
* ^io refume his funBioris .^" 

From all thefe " very agreeable^ articles of intelH** 
gence, the Bofton editor concludes, that the ^^ change 
'^ in France will operate greatly in the American fa- 
♦« vpur. We have been abufed extremely under the 

** ex-ofSccrs; 
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*' ex-oflicers ; the new ones mean to purjue diffeft^ 
•* meafures ; it is not frohahTe they will wifli to dcftroy 
•* the remnant of our commerce; it h not prohaiu 
" they will improve on a fyftem which has been call- 
" ed unju^ in France ; they mti/f, they will feek to 
** harmonize once more with us ; and treat us equi-^ 
■* tably/* — And how, I would be glad to be told, does 
the Boflon editor know that the new officers " mean 
«* to purfoe different meafures ?*' On what does hefound 
his aflertion, that it " is not probable that they wifli 
" to deftroy the remnant of our commerce ?'* Be- 
caufe their fyftem has been called unjufi in France! A 
powerful reafon truly ! There never were wanting in 
France men to call their abominable anions u^uft^ 
from the feizure of the wealth of the church down 
to the pillage of the prefent day ; but has this made 
themdefift ? 

No ; they have long fet cenfiire at defiance. Sur- 
rounded with a million of armed myrmidons, on 
whom they lavifh the plunder of their own nation 
and that of others, they fmile at the impotent efforts 
of the roftrum and the prefs. 

As to their feeking " to Jiarmonize with m onct 
niorcy* I have no doubt at all of it. Nay, I believe 
more ; I believe they will feek to harmonize with our 
lands and our houfes as well as with our perfbns, iti 
like manner as they have for (bme time paft harmo- 
nized with our veflels and their cargoes. But this, I 
take it, fo far from being " very agreeable^* intelli- 
gence, is among the mofl difagreeable we could have 
received. 

With refpeft to the other parts of the " veryagree^ 
able** intelligence, the truth df the ftory about the 
mutiny in Lord St. Vincent's fleet feems to be ex- 
tremely doubtful ; and as to the difmiflion oif Mr. 
Pitt, it is abfolutely falfe, as is every fyllable re- 
lating to it. Indeed, the whole feems to be a 

flrange 
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ftrange jumbleof lies and trath, and, to clear it up, 
we mufl wait for an arrival fpom feme Ckriftiam 
country. 

Yellow Fever-^Redman and Mifflin. — I do not in- 
tend to trouble the reader with many articles relating 
to this fcourge of Philadelphia. I fhall, perhaps, 
now and then, infert an article of a medical nature; 
but I (hall, in general, rejod whatever is not either 
dire<SWy or indiredly connciSed with politics, or 
political cliaradicrs. 

Governor Miffiin to DoSior Redman. 

SfR, 

The alarm which prevails refpedling the appear- 
ance of the yellow fever in the neighbourhood of 
Penn-ftreet, induces me to requeft that you will be 
fo obliging as to obtain from your brethren of the 
College of Phyficians, a ftatcment of the fadts that 
have occurred in the courfe of their pradiice, and 
an early opinion on the befi mode of averting the 
calamity that threatens. 

I am. Sir, 
Your moil obedient humble fervant, 
Piilad^/phia, Thomas Miffmw. 

^£^H^ 1797* 

Do£lor Redman to Governor Mffiin. 

HoNotRED Sir, 

On the receipt of your letter I immediately fum- 
moned the College of Phyficians, and laid it before 
them ; and from a full fiatement of the facSls which 
have occurred upon the fubjedt, in the courfe of their 
pra6lice, it is evident that a malignant, contagious 
fever has lately appeared in Penn-flreet, and it$ 
vicinity, of which ten or twelve perfons have died. 

Our opinions upon the bcfl mode of averting the 

calamity 
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calamity which threatens us, will be communicated 
to you as fpeedily as poffiblc. 

With all due refpec^l, I am, Sir, 

Your aged friend and fellow -fervant in the 
caufe of humanity and the community , 
jtuguji idy 1797. John Redman *• 



Friday, 18^^ August. 

' Van Braam. — The following relation of this gen- 
tleman gives, perhaps, as complete a fpecimen of 
republican honefty and honour as one would wifti 
to poflefs. 

I arrived here in April, lafl: year, with intention 
to fettle me in this country for the reft of my days 
(becaufe my poor native country, Holland, was put 
in deftru6tion and ruin) ; of courfe, my property and 
wealth became a part of its beneficial poffeffion. 

I have feveral important claims upon Americaa 
mercantile houfes, between which was one of up- 
wards of 30,000 dollars on Brown and Francis, of 
Providence, for protefted bills of exchange, which I 
had paid in China with ready cafh, when nobody 
would truft the agent. Captain Benjamin Page, for 
a fingle dollar on them. Mr. Brown, fhortly after 
my arrival in Philadelphia, in the beginning of May, 



* There never was a public fo grofsly infulted as that of Phila- 
delphia. Every fellow who is in office, and has occafion to write, 
oevef negle^s to eulogize not only his worthy aflbciates, but bim* 
Jelf alfo, — The conclufion of this letter of Do6lor Redman is a 
'piece of the moft difgufting foppery, in itfelf confidered; but, 
when we refled on the condu6^, the uniform conduct, of the fel- 
low to whom it is addreffed, our difguft is changed into indigna- 
tion. In the name of God, what did MifHin ever do in the caufe 
of humanity and the community ? Peradventure the Dodtor thinks 
the Governor has ferved the caufe of humanity by his promifcuous 
propagation of the human fpeciesy and that he has ferved the caufe of 
the community by his co^du^ with Fauchet — WtU thought, Dodor I • 

* 4 i796> 
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1796, perfonally engaged himfelf, and promifed 
faithfully and upon his honour, to fettle the fum 
finally by the ift of Auguft to come, 1796, pretend- 
ing, as he was that time colledllng money for dif- 
patching his ftiip (Prefident Waftiington of 1200 
tons) to India and China, to be entirely out of funds 
that moment, but would receive fums in time to fa- 
tisfy me in three months. Quite unacquainted with 
the charadler of Mr. Brown, I relied on his engage- 
ment, not fufpedling a man of his age and property^ 
nay, a merchant, which Ihould fupport his public 
feredit, to be capable of falfehood or forfeiting his 
word and honour. — I went on to fettle myfclf ia 
this country, and purchafed an eftate of Mr. B. 
Dobel the 6th June, to be paid in three, fix, and 
nine months. Confcious in myfelf of the value of 
my pofleffions, I began dirc6lly with the neceflary 
improvements of the eftate, and the building of a 
houfe, &c. I made feveral payments of different 
natures to a large amount, from the fums I had on 
hands, confiding entirely upon the payment of 
Brown in Auguft ; but, to my great detriment, 
this man by that time made feveral objedtions to the 
intereft of the fum ; on which, at latt, to cut fhort 
all difficulties, and of obtaining my money, defifted 
of near 4000 dollars ; after which he fent bills upon 
Tames Greenleaf, which were protefted. See- 
ing by this the bafe intention to keep me out of my 
money, I fued Brown, and obtained judgment by 
the court of Providence in November, 1796; he, 
however, to delay the caufe further, prevailed on 
Mr. Ives to enter fecurity for the amount in order 
to take out a writ of error for the Supreme Court at 
Philadelphia, where I alfo obtained judgment in 
J^ebruary laft ; which judgment being returned to 
the court in Providence in June, execution againfl 
Brown is iffued there, which now is in the hands of 
the Marfhal for recovering the payment before No- 
vember court. In 
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« In the mean time my boods for the e(i^ate becoa»^ 
ing due, I did my beft to pay off what I could ; and 
in March, 1797, the firft bond was cancelled, the 
half of the fecond paid, and at the lame time had 
provided bills ou Amfierdam for 6000 dollars^ 
which Mr. Meredith, the State Treafurer, had 
agreed to take from me under the ufual requifites of 
an indor&r ; thefe bills Mr. Dobel was to call for« 
whid) he did in teu days afterwards, when he came 
too late at the Treaiiary, the neceflary funis being 
provided for precedently. This difappointment irri- 
tated Mr. Dobel againft me> as if I was the caule^ 
which I certainly was not. After finding no other 
occaikms to negotiate thefe bills el fe where, he grew 
irery preiiing for the further payment of the bonds ; 
I did every poflible endeavour to raife money, but 
, found it impradticable ; only 1 received now and 
then imall debts and iums which enabled me to go 
jon with my buildings and improvements^ which 
once begun I could not flop : but this xnade Dobel 
the more in fury to be paid : I told him my circum- 
iiances in regard to Brown, of which he was ac« 
quainted long before, and was now fhortly to be 
terminated, and that then I would pay him immedi* 
ately. All n^y remonilrances were in vain ; and ix\ 
anger he took out a writ of ca. fa. to put me into 
cutiody for alluring my appearance at the court at 
Newtown the 7th Auguft. This writ was ferved 
to me fome time ago ; I accepted the appearance, 
and the fheriff was fatisfied without infulting mte 
further. I iniiituted Mr. A. Wilcocks as my lawyer 
to appear at court at the fixed time ; and by his 
letter after the court had judged the caufe, it ap* 
peared that I was to make the payment before the 
next court in November. It appeared, however, 
that Dobel took out a new writ of aa. fa. which the 
Sherift^, Jofeph Fell, prefented to me the iithinfl. ; 
but as by that document was fpecified that the pay- 
ment 
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laeixt was to be made beibrci the fitting of the next 
court IB November^ I prevailed on him to let it 
fefl there, as be could be ilire of the fettling, where 
moro thaa fiye times the value of the debt was in 
the houie and eftate, in cafe payoient ihould fait 
.Jle parted leemiogly &tisjfied, but returned the next 
monaiog, the izthiiaA^ aosd told me then thatDobel 
bad abufed him iix a violesit manner for not executy 
log his duty : that he io(iAed on having the money 
inilantly, or would fue him for it. I declared it was 
out of my power to fatisfy him diredtly, if it fhould 
be to the rilQc of my life ; that it would be a very 
l^rd and unjuft cafe I fhould be put iq confinement, 
when not only the efiate but a quantity of valuable 
property ia the houfes fecured him of the payment. 
Wore the time fiipukted by the court ; the more 
when I had a fimilar cafe for 35,000 dollars, now in 
the bands of Marihal at Providence in execution. 
I urged that Dobel had no commands on him in 
this affair, but that he was only anfwerable for the 
court, by which means all he fhould execute againfl 
mc was his own pleafure and ^S:. He acknowledged 
ieemingly the firength of my arguments, but wifhed 
I would only do him the pleafure to go myfelf to 
fee Dobel at Briflol, or his agent, Mr. Murray, at 
Newtown, to fettle with them, in order to extricate 
liim from all reproaches. I not prefuming in the 
lesL& the bafe defign of the Sheriff, accepted his pro* 
lipfition, and, not wifhing to. meet the turbulent 
I>obel, I went to Newtown, where I had a conver- 
iation with Mr. Murray, who, it proved foon, could 
do nothing in the matter. I was thunderfiruck 
when I perceived Fell's treachery in a full light, and 
myfelf duped, and obliged to fubmit to the humi- 
liating circumfiances of going in cufl^ody, from 
whence I fent this communication to the extent of 
America, in order that the public may judge how 
raon&QUS and indignant I am treated fince my ar« 
z riving 
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xiving in a country which I fo much benefited by 
bringing thither all my wealth, and putting an 
hondred hands to work, by which their families 
are fupported. I efteem the Sheriff Fell in this 
condudt as guilty of injuftice and inhumanity as 
Dobel, whole commands he was not obliged to 
©bey : being an officer to the court, he only was 
liable to their orders. — If he had entertained himfelf 
the laft doubt of my unablenefs or unwillingnefs 
<o pay the debt, he was excufable for feizing my 
body ; but as Dobel and he, as well as every one 
who knows the leaft of my circumfiances, muft be 
convinced of the contrary, I give it in the confi- 
deration of every human mind, if anything can be 
more Ihoeking than to fufFei' innocently under the 
3aiaik of the laws, by the influence of perfonal ha- 
tred or animofity. 

Not lefs I pristcnd to have reafbns of complaint 
about the hardlhip and injuftice of the law (if not 
only perhaps an infringed cuftom), who put it in any 
man's power to extend his wrath againft another, 
and thereby to injure an honeft man in his fame 
and reputation, as is my cafe. I am informed by a 
gentleman of knowledge and charadler, that before 
the revolution (fince which time this law has not 
received any alterations) never a writ oi ea.fa. wa« 
permitted to be iflued till the Sheriff had returned fo 
the court that no property exifted. I have then an 
indubitable right to alk, on what foundation at 
prcfent fuch a writ can be iflued, which is beyond 
all equity, jiifiice, and principle? where it is 
carefully ftated in the confliitution of this com- 
monwealth, that only bulwark of our fafety and 
rights, Art. 9. Se6t. 16. that the perfon of a 
debtor, where there is no ftrong prefumption of 
fraud, JIuill not he continued in frifon after deliver- 
ing up his eftate for the benefit of his creditors in 
fuch a manner as Jliall he pre/crihed hy law. Now I 

dare 



August, 1797. 

flare to prefume, that the fpirit of this fenfe admits 
CIS well the grAng fecurity for the payment as the 
delivering of the eftate, which in fad may be con- 
fidered as the fame efFed. 

By the fixth article of the amendments to the 
conftitution of the United States, it is alfo ftated, 
*^ yhe right of the pimple to be fecure in their per- 
" fons againft unrea/onable feiztires fhall not be vio- 
'•* lated/' I queftion if my feizare is on reafonable 
pounds or not ; and if not, as I pretend with full 
conviil^ion, who is anfwerable for the violation of 
this point and law of the Union cxpreffly enadled for 
V>ur fefety ? 

4 I farther qaeftion who is to repair the injuries 
and damages which a detained man may fufFer in 
his houfehold and bufinefsj or perhaps in his health 
and conftitution, when the feelings of a tender 
roiiid are overpowered by the cruel thoughts of the 
iniquity and difhonour which is throv^n lipon him. ' 
All this ripely confidered, is it not to be vviflied 
■and hoped that our wife legiflaturcs may take the 
Ijeceflary fleps to eftablifti a firm and equitable 
Tule foi: the future on this important fubje6t oimarCs 
iiherty^ to prevent fuch frauds as I am a fufFerer by ? 
None can conceive the hiirts of my feelings in find- 
ing myfdf fo infamoufly treated after having pafled 
nearly fixty years with reputation in tire public 
iftages of my life, and where the fource is by no 
tneans to be afcribed to a provoking condud on my 
part, but only to the bafe refentment of an ill-na- 
tured hot-head, who by this means may boaft that he 
has made his entrance to his intended career as 
do<Stor in phyfic, by an acft of inhumanity and ini- 
quity> as an excellent recommendation for fufFering 
patients to call for his feeling aflifiance. 

I have thought proper to publilh this communi-^ 
cation for my difcharge and vindication, as well as 
to remove from the unacquainted public the i5ea 
that my confinement was the refult of my inability 

VOL. VII. G or 
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or unwillingnefs to pay my debts. A fhort period 
of three months will convince the world that no 
fuch occurrences are to happen or to be feared for. 
But fuch are the fatal confequences of the villanous 
ind deceitful behaviour of a lingle falfe man, 
as Brown has proved to be, notwithftandinghe haS 
been fo conliderably benefited by the money I had 
intrufted to his agent on his falfe bills of exchange, 
of which Captain B. Page bears witnefs. I truft, 
therefore, th^f this difgrace will be put in its proper 
light, and that the intended ftains of infamy and 
krfult will return on the perfons who juftly deferve 
it. In the mean time, the names of Brown, Dobel, 
afid Fell, will be in abhorrence and deteftation t9 
my memory to my laft figh. 

A. E. Van Braam Houckgeest. 

Newtown Jaily Bucks County ^ 
Aiigufi 13/A, 1797.^ 



Saturday, 19^^ August. 

Clay fooled Lies refpeBing Nova Scotia. — ^The fol- 
lowing article is taken from Claypoole's paper of this 
morning. " Halifax, July 9. We are making 
preparations to meet the French, as they are expedted 
to make a vifit here. The Governor has received 
orders to embody the militia by drafts ; which have 
accordingly taken place, every ninth man ; the 
drafts from different parts of the province amount 
to 1200 men, and are now in camp; the Prince's 
fcrgeants exercife them twice a-day. The fcamen 
on board the fhips here have been very mutinous in 
the town and on board, and great apprehenfions are 
entertained refpe6Iing the ijfue. Some of them have 
been on fhore and demanded their prize-money, 
and ftyle themfelves delegates. The general opi- 
nion here is, that the air is impregnated with thefpirit 
. of 
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^fltberiy. A flri6l eye is kept on proceedings in 
this place.— £y^ry article of living here is extremely 
highj and the people find it very hard to live. 
The garrifon confifts of 2000 men, and there arc 
about ten fail of men of war. But people feem to he 
fofitive that if the French fend any conliderable 
force the place mujtfall^y 

Monday, 21'* August. 

*^ The mofi free and enlightened Nation in the 
^* World'^ — ^This has been a thoufand times aflerted 
with rcfped to the United States ; it is flill afferted 
daily ; and as certain perfons feem to wifh for proof 
of the fadl, 1 infert the following advertifement 



* Now I would be glad to know through what channel MeflTra^ 
Claypoolc got this intelligence ? Was it from fome fpy, fome 
McLean, fcnt to Halifax, or from fome able fabricator in this coun- 
try ? From whatever fourcc the information comes, it is falfe as the 
fawning profeflions of French fricndfliip, and ridiculous as the 
predidhons of Noah Webfter. 

There was not, dn the 9th of July, nor ha«? been at any time fincc^ 
a mutifiy among the/eamen at Halifax, The price of every article 
of life is aiout one third of what it is in this city. And as to people 
feeming pofitive that the place mufi fall if attacked by the French^ it is 
an impudent calumny, not only on the town of Halifax, but oa 
die' whole of the province of Nova Scotia. 

But it feems Xht general ** opinion is, that the air is impregnatid 
nvith thefpirit of liberty. ^^ — And a very juft opinion too. But it \i 
the* fpirit of /r«^ liberty, or rf^r/ liberty ; liberty in y«^tf^?f^, and 
not in nant. In a Word, it is the fpirit of Britijh liberty ; a liberty 
that excites men to take up arms in defence of their country and its 
government^ and not that kind of fpirit that induces them to bear 
robbery and infult 'uoith immunity, not that bafe kind of liberty 
fpirit that induces them to uand with open arms to hug the fcoun- 
drcls who have manacled, fcourged, and thumb fcreixied their 
countrymen, and rendered them a reproach among the nations* 
No; the people of Nova Scotia do wot fland balancing between their 
4fO)n gjtvernmehi and that of a foreign country ; between freedom 
and flavery, honour and infamy. They do not boaft of their al- 
liance with atheifts, nor do they burlefque the name of independ" 
4nci by chaotiDg its praifes to the rattling of their chains. 

c 2 which 
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which appeared in my paper of the 2ifl of Auguft, 

Auguft 19, 1797. 

thear was A grat Report ttiad that the fdfeftolera 
of the marc it isf that thay have made it thare Beases 
to meet Countrey folx and tel them that the fevt 
was fo bad that thafe was forty and fifty Dyes of a 
Day. But the Orther of that ftory Ihurely can come 
pofe mor if the Devel ascite them But the compof- 
crs of thes lays have a grater fever for they have got 
•the purs fever fore Ihuting ther flors and Robing 
the Pore labring men Diftrefing oneft fitfefens of the 
fed fity But as for whet a parfel of talers (hemakers 
gagers and wach makers and tinker and I fay I Defy 
them for the Devel has onley his rafe and then he is 
Dun for a wile 

Now as we are informed that the germantoun 
four flolers has been gilty of the fadle But we pooecr 
wiraen are A qufed of the Cruel Pefs of worke But 
we weld have to no that we weld be very fory to tafc 
ther noted falf profets Bissnes out of ther hand to 
mak an and of the long trumpt op lise thare if no 
gentelmen hand to this fals Reporte that gives us a 
grat Del hapcness 

thar is won that makes me engry to fee fuch good 
Charetabel gentelmen to liften to a parcel of ftretc 



icavengeres. 



But god has promefed to 
prodt the Poor *. 



* This I look upon as 3 pretty fair (landard of the literary ac- 
quirements of thtfovereign people of America. I have printed it 
word for word, and letter for letter; I could, perhaps^ have 
made it more correct, at leaft I could have rendered it more intel- 
ligible to common readers ; but it is not £^r a worm like me to alter 
the words of a Sovereign* 

Tuesday, 
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Tuesday, 22^ August. 

Orleans^ alias Egaliti Junr. — ^Tranflated from the 
Confpiracy of the Duke of Orleans, page 205, by a 
gentleman of this city. — " When the National A(^ 
'^ fembly, on the motion of Petion, were difcuffing 
'^ the diforcjers which took place the fifth and fixth 
^^ ofOdloberat Verfailles, Sillery, Mirabeau, Alex- 
" ander ^nd Charles Lameth, Petion and Gregoire, 
^^ cried out with a hideous voice ; // is necejjary to 
'^ facrifice vt^ims to the nation. * // is abominabJe 
^ (cried the Marquis of Raigecourt and Beauhar- 
'^ nois, who were there) ' that fuch propofiiiom 
^^ Jhould he allowed (0 he made in this place.^ The 
^^ Dukes of Chartres and of Montpenficr, fons of 
^^ the Duke of Orleans (who are now both in Phila- 
'* delphia), were alfo in the tribune. The firft, 
^ after the exclamation of the Marquis of Raige- 
*' cqurt and of Beauharnois, faid to them, applaud- 
" ing the propofition : * YeSy gentlemen^ yes, we 
*^ mti^ have more at the lanterns.^ Thefe atro- 
*^ cious wprds prove that the fon is worthy of the 
" father. Thus, neverthelefs, is the young man 
^^ educated with the principles of the Neros and 
" the Caliguias, that a party to-day wilh to place 
<' on the throne of France, If this humiliation ever 
** happens to our country, exile, death itfelf, woul4 
^' be preferable to fuch 9 damnation." 

Tallow jR^^r.-^RESOLyxioNs, publifhe4 by order 
of the Board of Health* 

1, That every perfon infis^led with J^ contagious 
fever (whofe particular cafe wiH admit of removal) 
(hall be removed by the friends of the dileafed, or 
by the "health-officer, to a proper fituation, diftant; 
from the city. 

2. That tlie inhablta^nts of all houfes adjoiniog of 
epppfite to thofc which may contain fick, or in, vvhioh 

H? 3 th^ 
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the fick may have been, fliall immediately remove on 
police from the infpedors, or be removed under the 
diredlion of the health-officer. 

3. That a yellow flag fhall be lufpended from all 
houfes which contain fickperfons, or from which the 
lick have been removed ; and that, except the neceC- 
fary attendants, ho perfon Ihall be allowed to enter 
the fame until the faid houfe fhall be properly 
cleanfed. 

4. That the phyficians of the city and liberties be 
requefted, when any gafes of contagion fhall come 
within their knowledge, to give notice at the health- 
office, or to either of the infpe6\ors. 

5. That the infpej3:ors of the health-office, with the 
affiflance of the confulting phyfician, carry the fore- 
going refolutions into efFed, and that they have au?^ 
thority to call any of the' citizens in their neigh-* 
bourhood to their affiftance. 

6. That the citizens be informed that the infpec- 
tors of the health-office have procured a number of 
houfes and tents to accommodate the healthy that 
may be removed ; and that the hofpital is in com-? 
pletc order, and a number of tents for the reception 
of the fick, with proper attendance. 

The Governor authorizes me to declare, that, as 
far as his fan6tion is necefTary, he approves of the 
foregoing refolutions of the Board of Infpedlors Qjf 
the health-office. 

A. J. Dallas, Secretary. 
Secretary s Office^ Phil. 

20th Aug. 1797. 



"Peace. — As far as an opinion can be formed from 
the foreign news laft received, the French ufurpers 
wifh to fecure their power by making peace with 
their moQ^ formidable enemies ; but the vvorfl of it is, 
they will not do us the honour to rank us under that 
defcription. They make none h\xifef urate peaces ; 

' and 
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and when they have us alone to deal with, I (hould 
not wonder if tUey were to infift upon treating^^^ 
rately wUb every one of the States. 

I^d Malmfbury being fcnt again to Paris does not 
difcovqr fuch a depreffion in the fpirit of John Bull, 
as the fdns-culotte fcx)undrels have for fome time pall: 
fijppofed him to be adling under. The quelling of 
a formidable rebellion in Ireland, and a Aill more 
formidable mutiny in the fleet, has proved the in- 
herent ftrength of Government, and general loyalty 
and fortitude of the people, and will tend greatly to 
Ipwer the haughty tone of the five-headed monfter. 
The malicious and fenfelefs enemies of Great Britaia 
have been hugging themfelves in the thought that 
cjd John would be brought upon his knees ; but I 
am much inclined to think that John will have more 
reafon to laugh at us than we ihall have to laugh at 
him. We (hall fee which of us will make the befi 
and mqfi honourable peace. John has given blow for 
blow, at any rate. He has not flood ftill, and fuffer- 
cd himfelf to be plundered, and cow-fleinned, and 
Ihot at, and thumh-fcrewed, and all with impunity, 
and even with fmiles on his face, and ready-formai 
kifles on his lips. 

The attempt to ftir up a frefti mutiny in Lord Brid^* 
port's fleet, though much to be regretted, will be of 
lervice, as it will give an opportunity for making i 
terrible example. 



Wednesday, 23^ August. 

Huchfiers.^'-^Thc vindication, which thefe enlight^ 
ea^//flie-citizens publiflied on the 21ft inftant not be- 
ing to the level of every one*s capacity, they have 
employed fome fcribe to draw them up the follow- 
ing: 

'^ A report having been circulated by fome ill dif- 
pofed perfon, or perfons, that the mariet-wdmen qC 

c 4 this 
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this ctty have of late gone round the country, for 
fame miles, in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, 
fpreading a report, that the yellow fever raged here 
in a dreadful manner, and of exaggerating matterSj^ 
fo as to intimidate the country people, and prevent 
them from bringing provifions tp market : 

*^ Now we the aforefaid women do all of us, in the 
ihoft folemn manner, declare the aforefaid publicatioix 
to be an infamous falfehood, fabricated by fome idle, 
vagabonds or petty flore-keepers, who envy us the 
trifling gains earned by pur honeft induflry. 

" One caufe of ofience we may have given to, 
Ibme of tholb perfons is, we neither require^ nor can. 
give triijl. But did thofe kind of hatf-made gentry 
mind their trades or bufinefs, as we are obliged to. 
do, they would not need a credit that we are unable 
to give, nor would ticket payments or Jail deliveries be^ 
fo frequent. 

Philadelphia, Aug. 23 *. 

- Repihlican Virtue. — ^Tranflation from a Parrs pa-- 
per of the 26th of May. " The moment approaches. 
The Council of Five Hundred is going to propofe 
the ten candidates, from among vyhom the new Di- 
Tcdlor \vill be chofen. In fpite of the cabals formed 
by Ibme men for a perpetual revolution, the lift oi 
fen will not be foiled with thofe names which the 
public opinion has devoted to contempt and execra- 
tion. Merlin, whom his friends would fcreen from 
juftice, by the aid. of the dired^orial guarantee — 
Merlin wilT not be enrolled among the Bournonvilles, 
the Bougainvilles, the Lamillieres, the Barthelemies, 

♦ This IS a ^ palpable hit." It muft be confeffed that a foreftal-: 
kr of the market is not half fo bad as one of thefe'fcoundrels, 
whom our excellent republican laws enable to rob you as he fits hjf 
bi» parlour fire. But I would have thefe poor devils t^e carQ 
>vJiat they fay on this delicate fubjedt, left they expofc themfelvcs to 
the law of i/^r/x.. ' - .- ,■ ' . > - 

;.y: the 
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l^e Crublier-d'Obteres, the Farbes, the Rhedons, 
jthe d' Uriels, all known for their talents, their ener-* 
gy, theif probity, their attachment to principles, and 
their hatred expreflbd againfl: the destroying horde 
who have overturned our temples, pillaged the pub- 
lic treafury, ruined the fortunes of individuals, dc- 
flroyed our commerce, burnt our habitations, from 
the cabins of the poor to the palaces of the rich, ra- 
vaged our fields, bombarded our towns, perfecuted, 
ymprifoned, banifhed, or affaffinated all the virtuous, 
informed, and enlightened men that France contain^ 
cd. If jyierlin, the (hamelefs protedlorofthat facri- 
legipus band — if Jyierlin were to be borne, not on 
the lift of ten, but on the lift , of an hundred, the re* 
fult of the firft fcrutiny, a rejection, we trufl, 
Ibeartily pronounced by a great aqd impofing majo^ 
rity, woiild teach the Directory, that their minifter 
has not, and never had the public confidence ; that 
it is time to take from him the means of continuing 
bis prevarications." 

If fuch is the character of Merlin the Minijler of 
fuftice, noNvonder, as the newfpapers fuggeft, that 
he, among other iniquitous minillersof theDiredtory, 
-Ihould be denounced in the Council of Five Hun? 
dred. It will excite no furprife, if, on a ftri6l invef- 
tigation, it ihguld appear, that he fhared in the plu^ir- 
der of An^eric^r^ yeflels and cargoes which have been 
condemned upgn his perverfe and unjuft opinions. 
And this, too, woui4 partly account for the immeofe 
fortune which he is faid to have amaflfed. • 

The contrads and conduft of the Minifters of 
Finance and of the Marinp are particularly under- 
going a clofe examination,—" It is impofllble (faid 
Gilbert Demolieres in the Council of Five H^indred) 
to fee an office of accounts (una comptahilite) more 
vicious than that pf the national treafury/* 

One denunciation made in the Council of Five 
flundred againft the Minillcr of Marine, is {ox- 

. pocketing 
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pocketing 410,000 livres (70,000 French crowns) in 
a lingle contraft. The fa6\s are ftatcd to be thefe : 
this Miniftcr contra61ed with a commercial houfe at 
Nantes for 60,000 quintals of wheat, at 21 livres a 
quintal. . The price of the whole was paid, and the 
receipts and the Minid^r's contract were lodged m 
the treafury. Afterward:, the Minifter agreed with 
the contradtors to take only 40,000 quintals of the 
wheat, they paying to his private cafhicr ihe amount of 
the other 20,000 quintals — that is, 70,000 French 
crowns. A pretty Speculation of this virtuous repub^ 
hcan^ on one contraft ! 

An inflance of the yz//?/V^ of Merlin, (he Miniver of 
Ju^ice, is recited in the fame Journal General de 
France of the 26th of May, as in the following 
tranflation : 

*\ The Public Accufer of the Department of Ca- 
Iiors filed an information againft the violences and 
affaffi nations, by means of which the fadlions drove 
the majority of the ele6iors from theaflcmbly. Mer- 
Jin, who fears the truth, as thieves do the light, 
wrote to hira to fufpcnd his profecutions */' 

La Fayette. — Anecdote tranflated from the " Con* 
f* fpiracy of Philip Duke of Orleans." — La Fay- 
ette, who, as I have already obfcrved, had a fpecie$ 
of ambition, intended to profit from the aflembling 
of XYitfedereshy invefling himfelf with a fort ofdic- 
tatorfhip, which would have made the King entirely 
dependant on him, and would, at the fame time^ 
have given him a great military force to proteft the 
workmen of the new confiitution. This confiitu- 
tion, of which (though he had fworn to defend it) 



* What becomes then of the impudent affertions rcfpet^ing.the 
virtue tf republics ? How long will the world, or any portion of the 
world» fubmit to be iaiulted by the repetition oi ibis a^ti-monar- 
chic^l cant ? 

■ . \* 
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he could as yet form no idea, was the continual fub- 
je6t of his.difcourfe and the objedl of his adoration. 
He meant that the revolution fliould not be looked 
upon as ended, till the whole kingdom fliould be un- 
der the peaceable operation of the new fyftem of 
government, and he wiflied (poor foul !) that the 
armed force fhould remain under his abfolute com- 
mand till all was over, in order that it might be 
thought, that, without his aid, this glorious revolu- 
tion would never be efFe6led ! It was at this time he 
ufed to fay, in the fulnefs of his vanity : *^ Have 
'* brought about a revolution in America ^ and when I 
*^ have finijhed that ofFrance^ Til go and bring about 
" a third at Rome J' 

This proves the folly and prefumption of La Fay- 
ette, who, in America, was a mere fpeilator, and 
who, in France, being at the head of a gallant army 
of feventy thoufand regular troops, was not able tQ 
crufli an Orl^^ns, ^ Danton, a Marat, or a Ror 
befpierre; but who, on the contrary, at the approach 
of three contemptible unarmed fcoundrels, deputed 
by a mob to feize his perfon, Ikulked off in the 
night, like a deferter or a thief, and, (oh cruel diikp- 
pomtment !) inftead of going to be the leader of an i«- 
furreStion at Rome, nsoent to inhabit a dungeon at OU 
vmtz! ! ! 



Thursday, z4*^ August. 

Reform in the Britijh Parliament, — By the laft ad- 
vices from Europe, it appears that the embarraff- 
ments of the times, the defertion of the nation's al- 
lies, the rebellion in Ireland, and the mutiny in the 
fleet ; it appears that all thefe menacing and truly 
alarming cireumftances, inftead of leffening the 
violence of the oppofition members, inftead of fuf- 
pending their perfonal animofities, and inducing 
them to delay the execution of their vilionary pro- 

jeds. 
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}c6\$, have encouraged them to make one more eP* 
fort to obtain what tbey call a Reform in ParUarnent^ 
• On the 26th of May, Mr. Gray (the Knight of the 
Loyal Razor) brought forward a motion for " leave 
^^ to bring in a bill to alter and amend the flate of 
" the reprefentation of the people in Parliament." 

This motion was fupported by Meifl-s. Gray, Er^ 
Jkine, and Fox, and w^s combated by Mr. P/V/ an(J 
others. Ir^ rpy Gazette I find the fpeeches of Meflrs., 
Erlkine ^nd JPitt only. I have befpre obferved, that 
it is*not confiftent with the plan of this work to in- 
fert European articles, unlefs in fpme w^y conne<ft- 
ed with American affairs ; but I cannot help infert-» 
ing the fpeech. of Mr. l^rfkinCi^ with a few co?i^ 
xnents of my Qwn^ 

SPEECH. 

Mr. Erjkine approved of the propolition of hisHot 
Hourable Friend, bec^ufe it was not founded on vague 
theories or uncertain fpeculatiops^ but placed upou 
9 pradlical folid footing. The queftion was, whe- 
ther the Houfe of Commons^^ as at prefent conflin 
tuted, was capable of fulfilling the oiflce and cha- 
raiSler that Ihould belong to th^ reprefentatives of the 
people^ and whether they had fo fulfilled them *. 
The calamities of the times were woful evidences pf 
their duty having been negle^fied. To induce them 
to entertain this inotion, it w^s not necelTary tQ 
prove that the plan propofed was adequate to its obr 
j^cts; all that was required was'^o fhow that fuch 
was its apparent tendency. — ^Doubts i^ight be fug- 
gcftcd, whether this was a favourable time for fuch 
an opportunity. To this he would fay, that the pre-? 

^ OWerve how foqd every demagogue is of harping upon thia 
lUmnc qf r^reffntative, " The reprefentati'V^i ojrthe people,^* Thg 
Parliament \\ not the people^Sj nor is the Houfe of Commons the 
peopie^ihowh, The ivhqle is the King\ Parliament ; and fuch it is^ 
fipd ever has been galled, in the language of thQ law of the land^ 

fentij 
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fent was a period of mighty calamity^ and that a 
duty was incumbent on them, iti the difcharge of 
which they had not a moment to lofe^ They fliould 
give the people a Houfe of Commons adequate to 
fuflain its office and cbaradler, not in theory but in 
pradlice. In the theory of the conftitution a Houfe 
of Commons was what it ought to be ; but fuch wad 
oot the defcription of the prefent Houfe of Com- 
mons. 

The office of the Houfe of Commons was to curb 
and control the executive power, acting on the part of 
the people -f". When once they lofe fight of this cha- 
racter, every thing is loft, and the conftitution of 
England differs not with the grcateft defpotifm on 
the face of the globe* Our forefathers were well 
acquainted with the duties of a Houfe of Commons* 
For centuries they worked uphill againft an oppref- 
live Executive and a powerful nobility, whofe in- 
terefts were at variance with thofe of the people. 
They however fuftained thofe interefts againft them 



f IVecifely the contra'ry, good lawyer. The Parliament, the 
whole Parliament, is the A'/a^'s, His Majelly calls it, prorogues it, 
^nd dilTolves it, ivhen and where he pleafes. ^He fends his wr/V 
(that is to fay h\s/ummons^ or his orJer) to certain of his fubjefla^ 
to lend him fo many Knights, Citizens, and BurgeiTes, to fit in hi« 
next Parliament, to he holden at Wedminiler, and then and there 
10 Ojfl^ him wth their cennfels. Not a word is faid about their being 
aiTembied to curb and control him ; and I defy you to produce any 
ientence^ phrafe, or word, in ufe amongft '* our forefathers,." from 
•which it can poflibly be prefumed, that ** the office of the Houfe of 
■** Commons was to curb ^nd control the executive power;" and 
with much more confidence I defy you to prove, that this Houfe 
were ever looked upon as mere agents " adling on the part of the 
people.*' They are one branch of a grand council, the whole of 
the members of which adl for the King and the nobility, as well as 
for the reft of the nation. Nothing is more invidious, nothing 
more repugnant to the principles of the monarchy, nothing more 
dangerous and leading to confequeuces more deftructive, than this 
whiggifti dodrine oi J'eparate povjersy adting in oppofiicion to each 
-other. 

all, 
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all, and the glory of England was exalted. At pre- 
fent every day became more and more portentous, 
and the neceffity more urgent, of the Houfe re- 
fuming its proper and legitimate fundtions. Time 
was precious, and not an hour fhbuld be loft ; for 
we knew not if we were many days to continue in a 
Jlate of regular government — (A violent cry of Order!) 
He prefifted, however, in aflerting that his appre* 
henfions were well founded. Why was a reform de- 
manded at this moment ? Becaufe it was called for 
from the tamenefs and confidence of that Houfe. In 
the worftof times, formerly, the people had to con- 
tend with the united force of a monarchy and a no- 
bility, and it was always deemed fufEcient that they 
had a Houfe of Commons to maintain that conteft. 
Our anceflors maintained it with perfevcring vigour, 
and with ultimate fuccefs ; but their degenerate pof- 
terity refufed to'ftruggle. In the nature of things it 
-was impofflble that any eftablifhment whatever 
Ihould remain perpetually the fame. All human in- 
stitutions, if not changed and adapted to varying 
circumftances, are doomed to perifti by violence. 
The truth of this pofition was attefted in every page 
of hiftory. The revolution, with all the advantages 
it conferred on this country, left fomething to de- 
plore, inafmuch as it did not Amplify and regulate 
upon free and fair principles the reprefentation of 
the people. For this he had the authority of Mr. 
Juflice Blackflone, a writer who could not be well 
accufed of hoftility to the interefts and prerogatives 
of the Crown. It left us indeed an evil of more 
magnitude than thofe which it removed ; and if other 
great authorities were wanting, he had them in 
abundance. The illuflrious father of the prefent 
Minifter, the late Earl of Chatham, felt and ac- 
knowledged the neceffity of a parliamentary re- 
form. The great Lord Camden exprefled the fame 
fentiments ; and fo did Sir George Saville, aqd fo 

did 
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did Mr. Pitt in the earlier part of his political life. 
Lord Chatham, Lord Camden, and Sir George Sa- 
ville, failed in their endeavours to obtain it; but 
Mr. Pitt would not have- failed had he honourably 
perfevered in the principles and opinions of his fa- 
thcr. He meant not to infult Mr. Pitt, nor any of 
his colleagues, they were by no means deftitute of 
talents of a certain order ; but he muft difcharge his 
confcience*. It was but feldom that he came 
amongft them, or obtruded himfelf upon their no- 
tice, but whenever he did fpeaV, or while there was 
any longer ufe or hopes from fpeiking, he muft er- 
prefe himfelf freely. He feared, however, that all 



* In reply to this part of Counfellor Ego's fpcech, Mr. Pitt did 
not take the ground that I (hould have taken. *' He infifted (and 
** with great truth), that the fort of reform, which xht pre/em r#- 
^^ farmers intended to introduce, was widely different from that 
'* which be had once endeavoured to bring about ; and, therefore^ 
*' he was not chargeable with inconfiftency in efpoufing the one, and 
•* oppofing the other. He faid, that, with rel'pe<^ to any plan ff 
'* reform at all^ whatever he might in former fituations of the 
** country have felt on this fubjed^, he meant not to deny, that 
** fince the new aera in the hi (lory of the world, occalioncd by the 
** French revolution, he had felt the ground, on which the arg«- 
•• nient formerly flood, was eflentially and fundamentally altered* 
'* Thinking, as he now did, of a parliamentary reform, it was not 
** at all inconfiftent, that, under the prefent fitnation of the coun* 
*' try, he ftiould be inclined to forego the benefits oi reform, rather 
" than compromife, or give a footing to principles of fo mucU 
** more dangerous a tendency than thoie imperfc^ions'm the conili* 
** tution, the removal of which he might wifli." 

This was not the ground for a man like Mr. Pitt to take* The 
wifti to preferve the appearance of conJtfteNcy led him to forget his 
greatneis. He (hould have candidly and boldly acknowledged his • 
error. He was a youth when he formerly elpoufed the caufe of 
reform; age and experience had taught him that he was wrong. 
Seeing too, the veight which every fentence he uttered would pro- 
duce on the nation, he Ihonlcl have been very careful how he talked 
of the " benefits of reform," and the " ImperfeBlons in the conftitu- 
tion." Such language is calculated to encourage the enemies of 
the monarchy to perfevere in their proje6ls, at the fame time that it 
cannot but excite douhts in the minds of the faithful pait of his Ma- 
jcily*8 fubjedls. 

4 tkc 
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the efforts of bimfelf, and, what wag of infinitery 
more importance, thpfe with whom he had the ho- 
nour of a(5ling, would be fruitlefs, and that it would 
be in vain to addrefs themfelves any longer to a mfa- 
jority fo firong and fo determined. 

Having ftated the authorities of fome of thofc 
great meuj whofe fentiments were in favour of a par- 
liamentary reform, he would next refer to fpme opi- 
nions of a gentleman equally illuftrjous in fpme part 
of his life, but who always profeffed himfelf averfe 
to it. The gentlenrian he alluded to was Mr. Burke, 
whofe merits would ever be acknowledged and ap- 
plauded while he employed his tranfcendent abilities 
m the fervice of his country, but who unfortunately 
lince adopted thofe fatal opinions^ to which his fub- 
lime genius and exquifite writings wete fo well cal- 
culated to give all pofTible efFec^t. 

He then read a paffage/romfome of Burke's wri- 
tings, wherein he mentioned, that, 

** The Houfe of Commons was originally a part^ 
^* but exercifed the fame fundlions in the higher de- 
** partment of the government, ihat juries did in the 
♦* lowei* : that on all great occafions it was better 
•* that the Houfe fliould be tinclured with the pre- 
" judices of the people, and ready to catch the po- 
** pular mfiuenza^ that its control Ihould be exer- 
** cifed, not upon^ but for the people ; and then de- 
•* precates the confequences, when the floufe was 
*' confiding^ and the people in defpair : whten there 
** was an addreffing parliament and a petitioning peo- 
" pie *."' He then attempted, from thefe remarks, 
to draw a conclufion of Mr. Burke's thinking re- 
form neceilary at one period, then alluded to, was 
^milar to the prefent. 



♦ If Mr. Ego takes Mr. Burke's word on this fubjei^, I beg of 
him to believe him alfo with refpeft to the French revolution, and 
the aggrejpon of France in the prefent war. 

2 Ha 
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tte agreed with Mr. Gray, that it fhould be the 
|)olicy of the Houfe, at this period, to difplay to the 
World, not the infitmities, but the beauties of the 
iBritifli conftitution. He paid many compliments to 
Mr. Fox, whofe principles and public condu6l he 
ihould b^ always happy to follow, for the confift- 
cncy of his endeavours to accomplifh this neceffary 
objeiSl. Were his advice taken, the conftitution 
would now have been in fuch a flate, that men, to b6 
enatnoured, had only to contemplate it; but the fyftem 
of his Majefty's Miniftcrs was fuch as to induce the 
people of this country, in the fermentation of poli- 
tical opinions, to turn their eyes from the Britifh con*- 
ftitution, in order to fix them upon others, where 
they may fee fometh'ing more inviting \. 

When a motion fimilar to the prefent was made 
upon a former occ^afion, the Minifter faid, the credit 
and interefts of the country depended on rejedlirig iti 
Stnd thereby putting an end to the diiFufion of French 
principles. To give more efFcdl to his purpofe, he 
at the fame time refufed to admit of any dirtindlion 
between thofe who aimed at anarchy, and thofe who 
Wiflied for reform, but clafled all reformers generally 
under one indifcriminate defcription *- The con- 

fequence 



f I iiTlagititj that the other conftitution%^ to which the good Gouxi- 
fcllor alludes, are thofe of France and America, which have, in- 
deed, one advantage over all others ; viz. they exhibit fuch a vafi: 
qffhrtment. They have had tf/ree in France, and in America we 
h9.ve/eifenUen : 17 and J make precifely a fcore. I am milch de- 
ceived, hoUrever, if the people of Great Britain, did they knoi^ the 
effects of the American conftitution s, as well as they do thofe of the 
conftitutions of France, would hefitate a moment to prefer their 
own to any one, or to any dozfen of thenl. 

* Subfequent events have proved, that the Minifter was peN 
{tGt\y right in his refufal to admit any diftinftion between the dl- - 
Vers clafles of reformers. 1 write this iil Odlober, 1799, cotife- 
Cjucntly I have read the evidence which Mr. Erlkine gave at 
Maidftone, to the chafafter of the traitor Arthur O'Connor^ toge- 
ther with 0*Connor*g con/^n; and, after having read thefe 

TQX. ViXt O things^ 
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iequence was, that, inftead of fuppreffing French 
principles, they were fpreading, or already fpread 
over all Europe ; and inflead of fupporting public 
credit, he broke the Bank of England. Under fuch 
accumulating misfortunes, he could not but admire 
the confidence exprefled by the majority of that 
Houfe. If he had any knowledge of himfelf, he was 
no coward; and yet he muft confefs that he was 
really afraid. Since that fatal night, a political diC- 
cuiiion feparated the diftinguilhed members of a 
party long accuftomed to think and aft toge- 
ther ; the horizon was darkened, every thing 
went wrong, and the fprings of national profperity 
became relaxed and broken. His Majefty's Minil- 
ter, fupported by a majority of that Houfe, had 
iquandbred 'more of the money of the people than 
would have fatisfied the mofi rapacious con* 
queror *. 

The depreflion of the kingdom could not have 
been greater were it fubjedled by the fvvord of an 
invader ; and Gingis Khan, had he made a conqueft 
of this ifland, could not have extorted more money 
from the podcets of its inhabitants than had already 
been expended^ on this ruinous and defolating war ; 
or could he even have extorted fo much money, he 
, could not fo far have broken the fpirit of the people. 
He might be allowed to fpeak v^^iXh/ome feeling andanl- 
mation on a fubjedl in which he was lb materially con- 



things, I fhowld think royfelf the moft flupid afs that ever 
browfed a thiflle, were I to doubt one moment as to the unity of 
the object kept in view by all the tribes of reformers. 

* This is an idea worthy of a mercenary Dutchman, with 
wbocn money is more precious than body or foul. What ! be* 
caufe the infamous Bonaparte would have been fatisfied with fiftf 
millions of pounds fterling, and becaufe the war has cod a hun- 
dred millions, would this miferable lawyer have welcomed the fa- 
yugt ruffian to the (bore ? Merciful God ! is it for a Briton to talk 
thtti }•— But this is the enUgbuned ^j^centh century. 

cerned* 
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cerned. Nearly all the produce of his laborious 
life was funk in funds depending upon public ere*- 
dit: and he had a right to the earnings of a life of 
induftry, to adminifter to his own comforts, and 
thofe of perfons with whom he was connedled in the 
tendereft relations, and to whom he gave being. It 
was natural for him, therefore, to take a lively in- 
tereft in thisqueftion ; and, in doing fo, he was not 
felfifh, as it regarded equally the interefts of 
others*. 

The next queftion was, whether this was a falu- 
tary propofition ? It was, to his mind, apparently 
ialutary and efFeftive ; for it was not founded on 
theoretical principles, nor did it accede to, what 
he would always refift, univerfal fufFrage. It was 
an error to fuppofe that every adult had an inherent 
right of franchife. There was in nature no fuch 
right ; and, if acknowledged, it would be injurious to 
the pofleffors ; as the mafs were a defcription of 
perfons over whom the rich muft neceffarily have 
too great an influence. Such rights fhould only bfc 
enjoyed by thofe who were in a condition to poffefe 
and cxercife fome degree of independence. Every 
man, however, had a right to a good government, 
and that was likely to be fecured to him by the 
adoption of the prefent propofition. The houfeholdec 



* The egoti/m of this man has been the ftanding jeft for fevcral 
years laft paft ; but I do not recollc6t that I ever law a paffage in 
any of his fpeeches, pamphlets, or pleadings, to equalthis. He 
not only tells the patient Commons that he has been a very '* lah^* 
rious^'* man, that he has paffcd " a life of induffry^V and that he 
has faved up all his earomgs like a good hufband, and put them ia 
the funds ; but he exprefles his tender regard for fevcral other pcr- 
ibnst and his fincere delire to adminifter to their comforts ; and 
he moreover tells them that he has given being to fome of thofe 
perfons. Had I been one of the members prefent, I mo5 af- 
furedly would have a(ked him how his lady did, how many child- 
reai he had ; whether they were girls or boys ; and whether the 
dear family Hood in need of reform f 

D z had 
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had none of the difqualifications incident to thofe 
ivhom he in a great meafure reprefented *. The 
boufeholders he contended to be the people, and every 
inhabitant had an intereft in the dignity or wel- 
fare of fome houfe or other. In the afcending fcale 
of fociety every man was connc6ted with fome 
houfe, and ranged round fome firefide, and would 
therefore be fufficiently reprefented by him who was 
the owner. By colle6Ung their votes at parochial 
affemblies, a very good efFedl would be produced ; 
as it would prevent thofe riots and diforders which 
too frequently take place at eledlions, to the equal 
injury of the liberties and morals of the people. 
The Houfe had frequently occalion to profecute for 
libels on themfelves and their proceedings. All 



* Amongft all the projects of reform^ this I think is the moft 
ridiculous. Univerfal lufFi age is not to be allowed of ; for what rea- 
ibn ? Becaufe the " mafs are a defcription of perfoiw over whom 
** the rich muft neccflarily have too great an influence.** The pri» 
yilegc of voting is, therefore^ to be confined to the houfehoUers. 

Now, without flopping to inquire how long " the mafs*^ have 
been *^ a defcriptwn i>f perfons*^ I appeal to any man of com- 
jnon fenfe and common obfervation, whether the argument 
here advanced is not the mod abfurd that ever the brain of a fyftem* 
monger conceived. The houfeholders only are to vote, becaufe the 
Tttap are too much under the influence of the rich ! Look round your 
neighbourhood, reader, if you are rich, and tell me. if it be not the 
houfeholders, and the houfeholders almoft alone, over whom you 
could, in the cafe of an eleftion, have an abfolute control. The 
unmarried mail, who is fcarccly ever a houfeholder, whether he bo 
a labourer or a journe^anan, is ten* times as independent as the la« 
bourer or journeyman who has a family to fupport, and who muft 
hnvezhouje to live in. Such a man cannot eafily remove from 
place to place ; he cannot lie idle for weeks together : and, if he 
be rejected from one dwelling, he cannot always find another. It 
is ten to one but his wife has her relations upon the fj^ot, and it 
is probable that fome of his children may be employed in the neigh- 
bourhood. Such a man is dependant on his mailer, on the pro- 
• prietor of his houfe, on the miller, or baker, who trufts him with 
br-cad, and on thofe who may give employnjent to his wife or his 
chiidreo. And this is the fort of eledor that Mr. Er&ine hag 
filched iipoa on account of his independence! Sagacious reformer ! 

thefe 
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ihefe would be better avoided by reform than by 
law, as no man would think of afperfing a houfe of 
his own making, and in whofe dignity he felt him- 
felf interefted *. 

Another quefllon arofe : Is this the proper feafon 
for a parliamentary reform ? He maintained that no 
time was improper for fo juft and neceflary a meafurc. 
But it was impoffible to find a feafon that would fuit 
the oppofers of this plan. Should peace and tranquil- 
lity be again happily reftored, and^ after a flormy win- 
ter, the fun of cheerful fummer illuminate us once 
more, a thoufand additional obje6tions would be 
immediately oppofed to it. It would be faid, Now 
that things were again in order, why fliould we run 
the hazard of theories and fpeculations ? We Ihould 
alfo hear of difaffecftion and traitorous correfpond- 
cnce; for the proceedings of Adminiftration ren- 
dered fuch things always poffible. Thus it was, 
that they at firft planted the bitter root, and after- 
wards exclaim againft the fruit produced by it. 

If a meafure of this kind was fit to be taken at 
all, it fliould be taken immediately, and given with 
a good grace. Such was the opinion of the immor- 
tal Lord Chatham in the American war. <^ As you 
** raufl: make ceffions in the end," faid he, " do not 
** hefitate a moment, nor wait till they are extorted 
^^ from you." Yet Government did procraftinate, 
and the end was, that the conceffions were extorted, 
and America was loft. In like manner^ Mr. Burke 
declares in one of his publications, that •^ Govern- 
•^ ment fliould know when to yield what it is impof- 
** fible long to keep, elfe the people may be induced 

m' " ' ■ ' ' ■ I I I ■! I mwf I 'm %• >• -^ I ■ " I .1 ' ■ . I 

* Poor man ! I wifli he could fee a little how the fovcrelgnpeoph 
«f America treat thofe whom they have chofcn to conduct their af- 
fairs. jiH is reprefentatin)e here* I wifli Counfellor Ego would 
vi&t VI8 a little, and mark the ^e^6ts of the glorious f^ri^emf 
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^V to a A like the populace round a houfe of ill fame^ 
^* who never think of deliberating, but begin to pull 
** down and deftroy. The light then breaks into you, 
** not through well-conflru6led windows, but through 
V the yawning chafm of your ruin.** 
. The confequence of a reform would be a fpeedy 
.peace ; and if that did not arrive, he did not fcruple 
to pronounce that the Government would foon be 
deftroyed. Inflead of procraflinating further, they 
ought to begin by reforming immediately ; as by 
that they would feparate and divide thofe who wiflied 
well to the conftitution, and thofe who wifhed it 
ill. The former would be contented, and the latter 
would be unmafked. It was this ungracious, dilatory, 
and oppreffive fyftem of ading, that drove our lifter 
kingdom of Ireland to feek prote<5lion in the arms of 
ii rangers, again ft the perfecution of thofe from 
whom they might naturally have expedted a kindred 
tcnderneft and affettion. 

Whence came it that France got pofleffion of 
Holland, and in fo many furrounding countries and 
fiates beheld banners erc6led in colours iimilar to 
their own ? It was becaufc the people of thofe coun- 
tries were weary of the governments which fo long 
continued, not to protect, but to opprefs them. It 
fcemed the deftiny of the prefent Minifters always to 
do every thing too late. The overtures of Mr. 
Wickham, the negotiation of Lord Malmft)ury, 
and the late miflion of Mr. Hammond, were too 
late for their objects. Yet it was on the ground of 
thcfe inceflant difcomfitures and difafters, that they 
obtained the confidence of the prefent Houfe of 
Commons, and had th^modefty to claim that of the 
people. The latter, however, they did not poflefs ; 
and if the people are capable of repofing confidence 
in any fucn men, he fhould almofl feel inclined to 
be forry for any humble exertions he had made in 
their favour. 

4 He 
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He concluded with expreffing a wifli, that the 
efie£l of this reform, if carried, would be extended 
to Scotland, which flood very much in need of it; 
and in the interefls of which he fhould always take 
a moft fincere and intimate concern. The people 
could not but be fenfible of a variety of defedls, the 
removal of which would prevent their being im** 
pofed upon by thofe who were fiudious to magnify 
them*. 

MiffiirCs Yellow Fever Proclamation. — ^The follow- 
ing proclamation is a valuable document in the hii^ 
tory of republican liberty. 

Whereas it is provided in and by the a6l of the 
Greneral Aflembly, entitled, *' An Ad to amend and 
repeal certain Provifions in the Health-laws of 
this Commonwealth,'* ** That the Governor, or, 
in his abfence, a majority of the Board of Infpedt* 
ors, (hall have full power and authority to prohibit 
all intercourfe with infecfted places within the United 
States under any penalty not exceeding 300 dollars 
on each perfbn tranfgreffing the faid prohibition, to 
be recovered by a6lion of debt, or by indiftment; 
one half to be paid to the Inlpedtors for the benefit 
of the hofpital on State Ifland, and the other half to 
the benefit of the informer ; and to direft the remo- 
val of any perfon or perfons infedled, or who, from 
their expofure to the operation of contagion, are lia* 
ble to become fo ; and to order the quarantine to 
be performed by any veflel ; and to dire6l the re* 
tnoval and purification of any veflel, goods, wares, 
and merchandife, and to take fuch fuitable and 



* Upon the whole, this is certainly the filHeft fpeech that ever 
I read; and I think it fully verifies what has been a thoul uid times 
aflerted rcfpeAing the (hallo wnefs of the fpeaker. He is a mcro 
ibiog of vfQfdi \ his eloquence is like the chatter of the py e. 

p p 4 eliicient 
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efficient meafures as may be found neceffary to pre- 
vent all fuch intercourfe, and to carry into complete 
efFe6t the aforefaid provifions, and to caufe fuch 
perfons as tranfgrcfs or difobey the fame, to be con-* 
veyed to the hofpital on State Ifland, and there kept 
for one month, or fuch fhorter time as the cafe may 
require. u4rjd whereas it unhappily appears that a 
inalignant and contagious fever exills in Penn-ftreet 
and the vicinity thereof, in the city of Philadelphia ; 
and it becomes nec«flary for the general fafety of 
the citizens tliat all intercourfe fhould be prohibited 
with the faid iDf'cdled place, or with any other place 
or places, to which the contagion may and fhall ex- 
tend ; and that any and every perfon or p6rfons in-t 
fe6led with the faid malignant and contagious fever, 
or expofed to the operation thereof within the faid 
city of Philadelphia, fhould be removed to fome 
convenient place out of the city : Aid whereas the 
following are deemed fuitable, efficient, and ne^ 
ceflary meafures and regulations, to prevent all in- 
tercourfe with the infected place aforefaid, and to 
efFe^tuate the wife and benevolent purpofes of the 
law : that is to fay — 

1. That all communication with the wharfs, 
houfes, and inhabitants fituated between Spruce 
and South ftreets,^to extend from the river to the 
weft fide of Front-ftreet, except by the neceflary 
attendants, be cut off by placing poles or fences 
acrofs all the ftreets and avenues within the faid 
diftance ; that the (hipping be removed from the 
wharfs from Spruce to South ftreet, and that 
yellow flags be placed at the comer of each of the 
greets communicating with this part of the city. 

2. That every perfon infe6ted with ^ conta^ous 
fever (whofe particular cafe will admit of removal) 
ihall be removed by the friends of the difeafed, or 
by the Health-officer, to a proper fituation difta»t 
fyom the city. 
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3d. That the inhabitants of all houfes adjoining 
or oppofite to thofe which may contain lick, or in 
which the lick may have been, fhall immediately re-- 
move on notice from the Infpe<5lors, or be removed 
under the diredlion of the Health-officer. 

4th. That a yellow flag Ihall be fufpended from 
all honfes which contain lickperfons, or from which 
the fick have been removed ; and that, except the 
iieceflary attendants, no perfon fhall be allowed to 
enter the fame until the faid houfe fhall be properly 
cleanfed. 

5th. That the phyficians of the city and liberties 
be requefted, when any cafes of contagion fhall 
come within their knowledge, to give notice to the 
Health-officer, or to either of the Infpedtors, 

Now THEREFORE I havc dccmcd it a duty highly 
interefling to the fafety and welfare of the commu* 
nity to ifTue this Proclamation, hereby recognifing, 
authorizing, and eftablifhing all ajid fingular the 
meafures aforefaid, to be purfued and enforced in fuch 
manner as thq Infpeflors of the Health-office fhall 
deem mofl beneficial and efFedlual for the purpofcg 
thereby defigned ; and if any perfon or perfons who- 
focver (other than the officer of the Health- office, 
phyficians and necefTary attendants by them refpec^ 
tively employed) fhall hold any intercourfe with the 
infeded place defcribed and enclofed as aforefaid, or 
with any other houfe or houfes, place or places, 
within the city aforefaid, from which a yellow flag 
or flags fhall at any time be fufpended by the In- 
fpedtors of the Health-office or their agents and af- 
fiflants, fuch perfon or perfons fhall, for every fuch 
offence, forfeit and pay the penalty of three hun- 
dred DOLLARS, to be recovered and applied as the 
law diredls. And if any perfon or perfons fhall re- 
fofe to permit the Infpc6lors aforefaid, or their 

agents. 
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agents, to cnclofe the infedled place aforefaidj or to 
fufpend a yellow flag or flags from any houfe or 
houfes, place or places, which the faid Infpetflors or 
their agents ihall deem to be infedled, as aforefaidj 
or fhall forcibly refift or prevent making fuch enclo- 
fore, or fufpending fuch flag or flags, or after 
fech enclofure has been made, or fuch flag or flags 
iias or have been fo fufpended, fliall, without the 
clire6iion and authority of the Infpedlors, remove 
and abate fuch enclofure, or take down, deftroy, 
cr conceal fuch flag or flags from public view ; or 
ihall refufe, refift, delay, or prevent the faid Infpedl- 
CHTs, and other officers of the Health-office, and 
their afliftants, or any of them, in the removal of 
any perfon or perfons, in conformity to the foregoing 
iDealures and regulations, or in performing any 
other a6l or thing whatfoever which they may law- 
fully do in order to prevent all intercourle with any 
infe6led place or places aforefaid ; and to carry into 
coqpplete efk6\ the aforefaid mcafures and regula- 
tions, every perfon and perfons fo in any wife tranf- 
grcfling and difobeying the faid meafures and regu- 
lations, fhall be forthwith conveyed to the hofpital 
on State Ifland, and there kept for one month, and 
ihall be liable to fuch further profecution and pu- 
liifliment as the law directs. And the refident Phy- 
iician, confulting Phyfician, Health-officer, and the 
Infpedors of the Health-office, and all other perlbns 
in any wife intrufted with the execution of the law 
for preventing the introdudlion of peftilential or 
contagious difeafes into this Commonwealth, and all 
the executive and judicial officers -according to the 
duties of their refpedtive ftations, and all the good 
citizens of the Commonwealth, are required, en- 
joined, and exhorted to be attentive and vigilant in 
dilcharging their refpedive duties on this important 

occafion. 
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ocqafion, and particularly in caitying this pro- 
clamafion into effedl. 

Given under my hand, and the great 
feal of the State of Philadelphia, the 
twenty-third day of Auguft, in the year 
L. St of our Lord one thouland feven hun- 
dred and ninety-feven, and of the Cam«- 
monwealth the twenty-fecond. 

ThOS. MlPPLlN. 

By the Governor j A. J, Dallas, 

Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

American Humility. — The petition of the mafters of 
American veflels at St. Jago, to the Spanifh Gover-* 
nor, 

Humhly JhowetTiy 

Elijah Cotton, late mafter of the brig Carolina ; 
W. H. Nichols, late mafter of the brig Juno, and 
Wm. D- Wilfon, late mafter of thefloop Polly, all 
American citizens, and the veflels and their Cargoes 
American property — that they were brought into this 

g)rt by certain armed boats belonging to the French 
epublic, and here detained, as your petitioners 
conceive, in dire6t violation of the laws of nations, 
and the exifting treaties between the French Repub- 
lic and the United States — ^that your petitioners are 
prevented taking care of their feveral veflels, which 
are daily going to ruin for want of fuch attention ; 
that no provifion is made for the feamen, nor are 
they allowed to ftay on board their refpedlive veflels ; 
and if any complaint is made, they are beat and 
abuied by the armed people of the faid boats. Your 
petitioners are alfo informed, that it is the intention 
of the captains to unload their feveral veflels before 
condemnation is had on them — ^Your petitioners 
himbly requeft, that no permiflion may be granted, 
and that their feveral veflels may not be permitted 

to 
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to be unloaded until they are condemned ; for if 
their faid veflels are unloaded, and the property- 
brought on Ihore, it will be loft to the owners there- 
of, by continued vvafte, plunder, and decay. 

Your petitioners humhly hope they and their pro- 
perty may be protefted by the laws of the port while 
they are detained, they demeaning tbemfelves peace- 
ably, and are, &c. 

To this petition the Governor made anfwer, that 
he had nothing to do with the French RefuhJic^ nor their 
frizes *. 

Friday, 25^^ August. 

American Lotteries. — From a correlpondent. — jid* 
vice to thofe who tieed it, — Have you an itching pro- 
penfity to employ your wits to advantage ? Make a 
lottery. A fplendid fcheme is a bait that cannot fail 
to catch the gulls. Be fure to fpangle it with rich 
prizes : the fewer blanks — on paper — the better ; for 
<^ " ■■ ■ ■' " ■ I ■ I. ■ I ■ I. ■■ ■■ . »'• 

* I could not read the . above ** humhle petition** addrefled 
by Americans to a fubje6t of the j^alJen Spanijh Kinp^ without call- 
ing to mind the chorus of an old long, which we ukd to fing wheii 
I was a boy : 

•' Tht fens of Old England^ brave, loyal, and free, 
•* To Mounfeer or his Donfliip^^// «^Vr bend the knee.'^^ 

We ufed to bawl this out with fuch lungs that you might hear 
every word diftin^ly acrols a field of tea or a dozen acres. And 
with fuch glee too ; with fuch confcious pride, it was the fenfe and 
not the found that gave us delight. Alas ! poor clowns ! little did 
we dream that the fans«culotte age was approaching. Little did we 
dream that the day was at hand, when the fons of our boafted Old 
England would not only bend the knee to Mounfeer and his I>(mfhipy 
but fuffet: them to thumb fcre^jo them, without feeking vengeance, 
and even without a murmur ! Little did we dream, that a crew of 
gallant tars, defcended from the fame ftock with ourfelves, would 
ev€r be feen crawling at the -feet of a Spaniard, with a, " andyaun 
petitioners Jhall ever prayJ*^ — Alas! poor bigotted clod hoppers ! wq 
knew nothing of the glorious effe^sof liberty and e(juality I 
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on winding up the bufinefs, you know, it is eafy to 
mal^e as many blanks as you pleafe. Witnefs a late 
lottery on the Potowmac. The winding up^ how- 
ever, IS not abfolutely neceffary :. you know wha( a 
noife the winding up of a certain clock once made. 
The better way is, to delay the drawing ; or Ihould 
it ever hegiuy be in no hurry about the end^ or, ra- 
ther, let it have no end at all. If, in either cafe, a 
fetofdifcontented adventurers fhould happen to fey 
hard things of you, fhow them that you defpife 
their unmannerly infinuations, by humming the 
tune of Yankee Doodle, This may dumb-found 
them ; but Ihould they perfift, there is a mode left 
that cannot fail to ftop their mouths. The fchemc 
of the lottery is your contract with the purchafers of 
tickets : produce this, and defy them to point out 
any breach of it on your part. Entre nous ; I am 
fuppoling you difcreet enough to avoid in your 
fchemc, anything that might look like a promife to 
commence the drawing on this or that particular 
day ; or to fiuiih it at any given period. It would 
be enough to promife a beginning when a fnfficieni 
number of tickets Jhall he fold ; of the fufficiency you 
would be the fole judge. Now they ought to know 
as well as you, that, like Peter Pindar's razors, your 
tickets were *^ made to fell :" fo that if but one 
ticket remain unfold, you are under no obligafion 
t^ <lra«^ a fufficie7it number not having been diC- 
pofed of. 

I would, however, actually begin to draw the 
4ickets^ but not till after the lapfe of a comfortable 
period. This may be of fervice to you^ and can be 
of uoii^ iQ the purchafers. They will begin to think 
you in earneft, and their exhaufted patience may re- 
turn, for a feafon at leaft. It will be dilarming 
your enemy, while you are changing your front. 
Witnefs the goodefFedl of this manoeuvre in an af- 
fair now tranfa(!^ling on the Potowmac. You are 
2 not 
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not bound to draw daily, nor weekly, nor monthly, 
nor yearly, nor are you obliged to finifh in the pre- 
fent, or any future century. By drawing at all, yoa 
have generoufly done more than you proraifed : this 
you may throw in your enemy's teeth, ihould frefh 
murmurs break out. 

Perhaps they may talk to you of refunding : call 
on them to fhow fuch a word in the whole Icherae, 
and you fhut their impertinent mouths for ever on 
this head. They may next vent their mifchievous 
Ipite in calling your reputation in queflion : but tell 
them, your reputation is better than theirs ; that you 
have tlie reputation of being worth (without faying 
how you came by it, mind me) a cool 3 or 400,000 
dollars. Challenge them to fhow any thing like that, 
if they can. 

N. B. I have preferred the above as the moft fure, 
fafe, and eafy mode of getting money. Other expe- 
dients might, indeed, be purfued to fecure this de* 
iirable objedl ; fuch as fingering your neighbour's 
flrong-box, or borrowing from a friend on the high- 
way. I know but of one objection to the latter— 
you may be detected: for in every civilized country 
there are fomehow or other to be found certain 
meddling fcoundrels, who> regardlefs of that equa- 
lity of rights which allows a poor man to make free 
with a rich one's purfe, might fnap you up, as a fhark 
does his prey^ and confign you to eternal fleep, and 
thus you could no longer fing — " Let them laugh 
that winP* Un Chevalier d' Industrie. 

P. S. Perhaps I may hereafter offer a few words, 
not by way of eulogy, upon the expedition ufed by 
the managers of the canal lottery now drawing in 
Philadelphia. 

Remonftrance againjl the Governor's Prochmation.-^^ 
For Porcupine's Gazette. — Mr. Printer, in the pre- 

fent 
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icnt alarming fituation of the city, it becomes of im- 
portance to confider with attention the different mea- 
iiires which are taken for the prevenfton or alleviation 
of diRrefs. 

Impreflcd with this fentiment, I have read with 
attention the Governor's proclamation of the 23d 
4nft« giving to certain meafures the force of laws: 
when the fecond article ftruck my attention, and oc- 
cafioned the following refledlions. 

This article provides and enjoins, that every per- 
fon infected with a contagious fever (whofe particu- 
lar cafe will admit of removal) fhall be removed by 
the friends of the difeafed, or by the health-officer, 
to ^ proper fituation diftant from the city. 

A very obvious inquiry will be, how is it to be af- 
certained that a perfon is infe6ied with a contagious 
fever ? Can a phyfician decide at the firft glance of 
his patient ? Or if he can, muft not the dileafe have 
arrived at fuch an height as to exhibit unequivocal 
fymptoms of contagion ? But if the fever has ar- 
rived to fuch a degree as to fhow thefe malignant 
fymptoms, is the patient in this cafe fit for removal ? 
Or does this particular cafe admit of fuch removal ? 
I am no phyfician ; but where is there a phyfician, a 
man of candour and judgment, who will give it as 
his opinion, that the particular cafe of fuch a patient 
admits of removal ? Or is it to be left to the judg- 
ment of a health-officer, who may neither be a phy- 
fician, nor even have feen the patient, but who will 
give orders for fuch removal on hearing that there arc 
filch fymptoms in the cafe ? If any fuch in fiances 
happened, and if they have, what was the event ? 
Was it recovery or death ? And if the latter, would- 
it not be a fpecies of murder, when the fame per- 
fons, properly attended, might have recovered ? For 
I believe no phyfician will give it as his opinion, 
that any perfon in a very high and dangerous fever 
can be removed and carried two miles even on a lit- 
ter, 
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tcr, much lefs be jolted on a cart that difiance, tvitti- 
out expofing him to almoft Certain death. Did not 
the year 1793 furnilh many mournful inftances of 
this ? And of eight perfons who are faid to have died 
of it now, at thehofpital, were tiot four in the very 
article of death, by the time they had reached it ? 
But at prcfcnt the fever is faid to be fo mild, fo much 
in the power of medicine, that fourteen out of iif* 
teen recover. Why then have recourfe to a mea- 
fure which does not fave more than eleven in fif- 
teen ? 

If then thofe who are fo ill that it can be detet* 
mined to be infeclion, with a contagious feVer, ard 
improper objects of removal, to fay nothing of tha 
danger of fpreading contagion by carr}Mng them 
through the city, wlio are they whofe particular cafe 
admits of removal? Surely not thofe who are fo 
flightly indifpofed that they can be removed with 
fefety ; they ^cannot poffibly come within the mean- 
ing of the article, for their being' fufFered to re-» 
main, if properly attended to, cannot endanger the 
city ; the danger is from thofe who cannot be re- 
moved. Admitting that at firft, when there were not 
perhaps more than half a dozen perfons fick, fuch a 
meafure had been adopted, though the individuals 
might have fufFered, the city might have been pre- 
ferved : but it fcems now too late. 

One efFedl this part of the proclamation has pro- 
duced—it has carried terror and deflrudion into very 
many farnilies, and driven them from their home, 
where in all probability they would have been fafe j 
but the terror of having their relatives torn from them 
by force in cafe of ficknefs, and the penalty annexed 
to their endeavouring to prevent fuch a dreadful ftep, 
have overbalanced all the inconveniences of what is 
perhaps to many a ruinous flight. 

I do not know who advifed this meafure, but it is 
now a law, and I do not wifh to oppofe the laws, btit 

would 
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would earneftly beg of thofe who have power to re- 
confider the matter, and make fuch altei;p.tion as 
their judgment and experience may point out. 

A Citizen. 



Perilous GouL — A gentleman in the fouth part of 
the city, who was taken ill a few days fince, had his 
cafe pronounced the yellow fever. — It turns out to be 
the GOUT,* and nothing elfe *• 

Humility of ^Spain. — In the different prefidencies of 
Africa there are French prifoners, who were fent thi- 
ther on acfcount of a pretended revolt excited at Barce* 
Joha during the war. Citizen Perignpn having col- 
ledled the fails, and being affured that the revolt at 
Barcelona was merely a falfehood, circulated by the 
emigrants as an excufe for their having m'aflacred 
125 difarmed Frenchmen, has circulated a general note^ 
demanding the releafe of all the French confined in the 
prefidencies, and the difcnarge of thofe who have 
been forced to enter into the fervice of Spain -J-. 

Saturday, 



* Now if this gentleman had been feized, according to the ar- 
bitrary proclamation, and hoilled off to a place where, if the fever 
be contagious at all, he muft have caught it, who would have beea 
anfwerable for his death ? — At the prefent moment, *' pronoun- 
cing" fenteuce of yellow fever on a man, is nearly as bad as pro- 
nouncing him guilty of murder. 

The fear of this fentence, and its confequent tranfportation to the 
Wigwam, are driving poor women and children, labourers and 
journeymen, out of the city in iK:ores. A poor fellow went off to 
the diftanceof twelve miles yelterday, with his family at hiaJieels, 
driving his chattels upon a wheelbarrow j and this for fear, not of 
the yellow fever, but of being accufed of it. If the obje£l was to 
thin the city, the w/y^ Governor's proclamation was exceedingly well 
contrived. 

f Thefe are fo many examples to Americans. If the Frengh 
impofe their terms on us, can it be hoped that they will not " dc 
" mand the releafe^* of all their friends who may be in jail here? 
No : but they will not ftop at that. They will " demand^ the pu- 

voL. VII. £ nifhment 
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Saturday, a6^^ August. 

RemaPks on Mifflms Proclamation. — ^Yellow Fe- 
ver. — We have not been able to learn that a lingle 
death from this diforder has taken place fince yefter- 
day. — ^The number of deaths in the city for the laft 
fortnight, have been much fewer than thofe during 
the fame fcafon for feveral years paft. — Where, then, 
Ihall we look for the caufe of fuch an alarm as has 
prevailed for fome days paft ? 

The Governor's proclamation will cut aconlider- 
able figure in the records of liberty and equality. 
Matched I am certain it cannot be by the decrees 
or edidls of any defpots on earth, excepting only 
thofe of republican France. Were a member of the 
Britifti Parliament to propofe any thing refembling it, 
his brains would be knocked out before he got a 
hundred yards from the Houfe—— What ! forcibly 
enter my houfe, and drag from thence my wife or 
my child, for no other offence than that of being 
lick ! and if I dare to defend my *' caftle," or infift 
upon prote<9ing thofe who are all that is dear to me^ 
iofne me and tr an/port me to State Ifland ! O ye gods 
of republicanifm, we befeech you to ihclter us !— 
Pray, good Mr. Thomas Mifflin, do tell us what (y- 
ranny is, if you pleafe ; for very many of us really 
begin to fear that it is fa£L growing upon us. You 
may probably mufier up force enough to drive mc 

ntfliment of their enemies, and the difgniceof all who have, though 
bot paffively, been t bar to the operation of their deteilable plans. 
Should they obtain the hold they are reaching after, let the miniHers 
of flic goipel, let the federal government, let every honeft man 
tremble. Let not thofe ^ho have *^ dmte nothin^y* imagine that that 
fillyplea will protect their property and their lives. When the 
blood-honnds ^f Carriere were dragging an old man to the guillo- 
. tine of Nantz : ** What am I to be punillied for ?" faid he ; " / 
«* haw done n9thing!'—*^^ That's the very thing," laid they, 
♦* that you are to btjbaved lor.** 

out 
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out into the fields, or trundle me along againft my 
will to a ftinking and infecled hofpital ; but you 
fhall never make me fay that this is liberty. You 
may toaft and boafl about your republican liberty as 
long as you pleafe ; but fufFer me to tell you, that 
the bubble will very foon burfl. — The candle is now 
lighted, and, if it pleafe the Almighty to preferve 
me from the clutches of the heroes of the yellow 
flag, it fhall not be kept under a buftiel. 

Republican Malignity. — ^^ Three fliips of Lord 
*^ Bridport's fleet had returned to Spithead about 
*^ five days fubfequent to the execution of Par- 
^^ KER, the delegate, in a ftate of mutiny, one of 
" which was the Marlborough, of 74 guns. Cap- 
'^ tain Eafton ; the remainder of the fleet was in 
*^ fight, and expelled all in, in the fame Jiate^ 

When our readers pronounce " expelled all in, in 
*^ the fame ftate^'' they, will recoUedl that the above 
extracts are from a New- York paper, and will make 
confiderable allowance for the impartiality of the 
channel through which the news comes. We arc 
fo apt to expe£t what we wijh, that our expeflation^ 
are feldom well founded. There is every reafon tp 
hope, that the univerfal indignation expreffed by 
the country at the difgraceful condudl of the muti- 
neers, and particularly the example that has been 
made of the infamous ringleaders, will have a good 
effedl on the fleet in general. Should it not, theiji 
is no way left but to coax Aem under the batteriei^ 
and blow them up. 

An exprefilon, or a Angle word, m^ fbmetioied 
furnifh a criterion of the credit to be giyen to a pa-» 
per. That paper, from whicji the s3>ove news is 
taken, fays, that Parker, the mutinous fcoundrcl (I 
beg pardon, perhaps I may be profecuted by the com^ 
monwealth of Pennjyhania for libelling the memory of 
this great man) : the paper fays, that this infamous 

S 2 chief 
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chief of the " floating commonwealth" behaved at 
his execution with manly fortitude." This was a 
way of praifing the villain as far as the public would 
bear to hear him praifed ; and from this circum- 
ilance we may judge of the reft of the intelligence 
contained in the fame paper. 

Private letters from Hull fpeak of " the lituation of 
affairs in Great Britain, as having changed much for 
fhe better ;" which they moft certainly would not 
have done, if Lord Bridport's ffeet had been thought 
to be in a ftate of mutiny. 

Monday, a8^^ August. 

Jeffer/bns Letter to his Britijh Creditor. — ^The fol- 
lowing curious piece was, it feems, read in evidence 
at the laft federal court at Richmond. It is by me 
taken from the South Carolina Gazette, where it was 
infcrted with the profefTed intention (whether ironi- 
cal or not I do not pretend to fay) of clearing Mr# 
Jefferson of the charge of having oppofed the Bri- 
tifh treaty, becaufe it obliged him to payhisjuft 
debts. 

Extraff of a Letter^ dated Paris ^ January 5, 1787, 
written by Thomas Jefferfon^ to a Brittjh Creditor of 
Mr. fVayleSf whofe Daughter Mr. Jefferjon married^ 

After expreffing bis anxiety to begin the payment 
of the debt on the part of Mr. Wayles, he pro- 
ceeds : 

*V I am defirous of arranging with you fuch juft 
and pradlicable conditions as will afcertain to you the 
terms at which you will receive my part of your 
debt, and give me the fatisfadion of knowing that 
you are contented. What the laws of Virginia are, 
tx may be, will in no wife influence my condu<5l. 
Subftantial juftice is my objc6l, as decided by rea- 
ibn, and not by authority or compulfion. 

4 ^^ The 
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'^ The firft queftion which arifes^ is as to thearti-t 
cle of intereft. For all the time preceding the war, 
and all fubfequent to it, I think it reafonable that in- 
tereft (hould be paid ; but equally unreafonable du- 
ring the war. Intereft is a compenfation for the ufc 
of money. Your money in my hands is in the forni 
of lands and negroes. From thefe, during the war, 
no ufe in profits could be derived. Tobacco is the 
article they produce ; that can only be turned into 
money at a foreign market. 

" But the moment it went out of our ports for 
that purpofe, it was captured either by the King's 
Ihips, or thofe of individuals. The confequencc 
was, that tobacco worth from twenty to thirty fhil- 
lings the hundred, fold generally in Virginia, during 
the war, for five (hillings. This price, it is known, 
will not maintain the labourer, and pay his taxes. 
There was no furplus of profit then to pay an in-» 
tereft ; in the mean while we flood enfurers of the 
lives of the labourers, and of the ultimate iffue of 
the war. 

*^ He who attempted during the war to remit ei- 
ther his principal or intereft, muft have expe6led ta 
Tiemit three times to make one payment ; becaufc it is- 
fuppofed that two out of three parts of the (hip* 
ipents were taken. It was not poffiblc then for the 
debtor to derive any profit from the money which 
might enable him to pay an intereft, nor yet to get 
rid of the principal by remitting it to his creditor. 
With refped to the creditors in Great Britain, they 
moftly turned their attention to privateering, and, 
arming the veflels they had before employed in 
trading with us, they captured on the feas, not only 
the produce of the farms of debtors, but of thofe of 
the whole ftate — ^tbey thus paid themfelves by cap- 
ture more than the annual intereft, and we loft more. 
Some merchants indeed did not engage in privateer* 
ing ; thefe loft their intereft, but we did not gain it 2 

13 it 
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it fell into the hands of their countrymen. It cannot 
therefore be demanded of us ; as between thefe mer- 
chants and their debtors it is the cafe where a lofs 
being incurred, each party may juftifiably endeavour 
to fhift it from himlelf ! each has an equal right to' 
avoid it : one party can never expe6l the other to 
yield a thing to which he has as good a right as the 
demander. We even think he has a better right than 
the demander in the prefent inllance : this lofs has 
been occafioned by the fault of the nation which 
was creditor. Our right to avoid it then liands on 
lefs exceptionable ground than theirs ; but it will be 
faid that each party thought the other the aggreflTor. 
In thefe difputes there is but one umpire, and that 
has decided the queflion where the world in general 
thought the right laid. 

" Belides thefe reafons in favour of the general 
mafs of debtors, I have fome peculiar to my own 
cafe. In the year i7':'6, before a fhilling of paper 
money was underftood, I fold lands to the amount 
of 4,200/. in order to pay thefe two debts. I offer- 
ed the bonds to your agent, Mr. Evans, if he would 
acquit me, and accept of the purchafers as debtors, 
in my place : they were as fure as myfelf. Had he 
done it, thefe debtors being turned over to you, 
would haye been iaved to you by the treaty of peace j 
but he declined it. Great fums of paper mon^y 
were afterwards ifiued thus, depreciated, and pay-^ 
ment was made me in this money when it. was but a 
Ihadow. Our laws do not entitle their own citizens 
to require repayment in thefe cafes, though the 
treaty authorizes the Britilh creditors to do it : here 
then I lofl the principal and intereft once. Again, 
Lord Cornwallis encamped ten days on an eflate of 
mine, at Elk Ifland, having his head* quarters in 
my houfe; he burnt all the tobacco-houfes and barns 
on the farm, with the produce of the former year in 
thcoi. He burnt -all the ciiclofures, and wafled t^ie 

jfielda 
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fields in which the crop of that year was 4«^-^~k - 
(it was the month of June) ; he killed or carried off 
every living animal, catting the throats of thofc 
which were too young for fervice : of the flaves he 
carried off thirty. The ufelefs and barbarous. injury 
he did me in that inftancc> was more than would 
have paid your debt, principal and intereft : thus I 
loft it a fecond time : ftill I will lay my fhoulder affi- 
duoufly to the payment of it a third time. In doing 
this, however, I think yourfelf will be of opinion I 
am authorized in juftice to clear it of every article 
not demandable upon ftridl right : of this nature I 
confider intereft during the war. 

" Another queftion is as to the paper money I dc- 
pofited in the treafury of Virginia towards tne dis- 
charge of this debt. I before obferved, that I had 
fold lands to the amount of 4,200/. before a (hilling 
of paper money was emitted, with a view to pay the 
debt : I received this money in depreciated paper. 
The State was then calling on thofe who owed mo- 
ney to Britifh fubjeds to bring it into the treafury, 
where it was applied, as all money of the fame de- 
fcription was, to the fupport of the war. Subfe- 
quent events have been fuch, that the State cannot, 
gnd ought not, to pay the fame nominal fum in gold 
or filver, which they received in paper ; nor is it 
certain what they will do : my intention being, and 
having always been, that, whatever the State decides, 
you (hall receive my part of your debt fully. I am 
ready to remove all difficulty arifing from this depo- 
fit, to take back to myfelf the demand againfl the 
State, and to confider the depofit as originally made 
for myfelf, and not for you. 

" Thefe two articles of intereft and paper money 
being thus fettled, I would propofe to divide the 
clear proceeds of the eftate (in which there are from 
80 to ICO labouring flaves^ between yourfelf and 
Kepper and Co* two thirds to you, and one third to 

£ 4 them ; 
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^em : and that the crops of this prefent year, 1787, 
fliall conftitute thefirfl payment. That crop cannot 
begot to the warehoufe completely, till May ofthq 
next year ; and I fuppofe that three months more will 
be little enough to fend it to Europe, or to fend it 
to Virginia and remit the money : fothat I could not 
iafely anfwer for placing the proceeds in your hands 
till the month of Auguft, and fo annually every Au- 
guft afterwards, till the debt fliall be paid. It v^ill. 
be always both my intereft and my wifli to get it to 
you as much fooner as poffible, and probably a part 
of it may always be paid fome months fooner. If 
the affigning of the profits, in general terms, may 
feem: to you top vague, I am willing to fix the an- 
nual payment ata^pm certain. But that I may not 
fall l^ort of my. engagement, I fliall name it fome- 
\vhaj lefs than^ I fuppofed may be counted on. j^ 
l^.all,fi^. your part at four hundred pounds flerling 
aunually ; and, a^ you know our crops of tobacco 
to be uncertain, I fliould referve a right, if they i&U 
fhort one year, to make it uptheenfuing one, with;-, 
out being fuppofed to have failed in my engage- 
ment; but every other year, at leaft, all arrearage* 
fl[iall be fully paid up. 

*^ My part of t^is debt of Mr. Wayles' eflate be- 
ing one third, I flxould.require that in proportion, if 
1 pay my third, I fliall fl^nd difcharged as to the; 
other,two thirds, fo that the payment of every three 
hundred pounds fliall difcharge me as to three hun- 
dred pounds of the undivided debt. The other gen- 
tlemen have equal means of paying, equal deiires, 
and more ikill in affairs. Their parts of the debt 
therefore are" at leaft asfure as mine; and my great 
object is, in cafe of any accident to myfelf, to leave 
my family uninvolved with any matters whatever. 

" I do not know what the balance of this debt is* 
The lafl: account current I faw was before the war, 
making the whole balance, principal and interefl, 

fomewhere 
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fomewhere about nine thouland pounds, and after 
this there were upwards of 400 hogfheads of tobac- 
co^ and fome payments in money, to be credited. 
However, this fettlement can admit of no difficulty ; 
and in the mean time the payments may proceed with- 
out afFedling the right of either party to have a jufl; 
fettlement. 

" Upon the whole then I propofe, that, on your 
part, you relinquifh the claim to intereft during the 
war, fay from the commencement of hoftilities April 
19, 1783, being exactly eight years; and that in, 
proportion as I pay my third I Ihall be acquitted as 
to the other two thirds. On my part I take on my- 
felf the lofe of the paper money depofitcd in the trea- 
fury ; I agree to pay intereft previous and fubfequent 
to the war, and obHge myfelf to remit to you foe 
^at and the principal four hundred pounds fterling 
annually, till, my third of the whole debt Ihall be 
ful]j paid ; and I will begin thefe payments in Au-- 
gwft of next year. 

'^^ If you think proper to accede to thefe propofi- 
tions, be fo good as to fay fo at the foot of a copy of 
this letter. On my receipt of that, I will fend you 
an acknowledgment of it, which will render this 
prefent letter obligatory on me : in which cafe you 
may count on my faithful execution of this under- 
taking. 

" 1 have the honour to be, with great refpedl, Sir, 
your mofl obedient and humble fervant, 

** Thomas Jefferson." 



Impartially of American Papers. — On Saturday I 
publiftied, from the " Daily Advertifer^' of New- 
York, the following paragraph : 

" Three (hips of Lord Bridport's fleet had return- 
" ed to Spithead about five days fubfequent to the 
*^ EXECUTION of Parker, the delegate, in a ftate 
^* of mutiny, one of which was the Marlborough, 

" of 
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•* of 74 guns, .Captain Eafton : the remainder of 
** the fleet was in fight, and expe£fed all in, in the 
" famejlater 

« I cautioned my readers agaiiifl: giving credit to the 
clofing part of this paragraph, and I now find I did 
right; for, afterhavingcarefully perufed this*'Z)^/iy 
Jdvertifer** of the fuccecding day, which contains 
*he detail of what the previous paper profeflTed to give 
OS the fubflance, I find not any thing to warrant the 
cdttor*s faying, that all the fleet was expected to he in 
a Jlate of mutiny. 

Now, I call upon Mr. Rohhins to tell the public 
whence he derived his information ; and how he 
came not to repeat it in his detail — Inftead of all the 
jBcet being in a ftate of mutiny, it appears, that the 
crew on board of one of the mutinous fhips had vo- 
luntarily returned to their duty, and there was not 
the lea ft apprehenfion entertamed refpefting the 
other two Ihips. It appears from every circumftancCj; 
that Government has got the rebellious villains coni*-^ 
pletely under its thumb ; and it is probable that thit 
gives Mr. Robbins fome little uneafinefi, 

AGAIN. 

The Claypooks have this day publifhed an article 
from Halifax^ Nova Scotia, dated loth Auguft. 
Pray how comes it their watchful correfpondent has 
not fent them an account of the progrefs of *' the/pi" 
*' rit of liberty^ with which the. air of the country 
*^ feems impregnated F^ — How comes he not to repeat 
his flory about the dearnefs of provifions^ and tlie cer- 
tainty of the place falling into the hands of the French, 
if attacked by them ? They muft by this time have 
difcovered that their correfpondent is a liar, and a 
fpiteful flanderer : why then do they not contradift 
his falfehoods, which they have given circulation 
to? They leave that for me to do, I fuppofe, and^^ 
indeed, as it happens, 1 can do it moft effev^lually ^ 
but no thanks to them, 

Tuesday-! 
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Tuesday, 29^** August. 

The Jail a School of Patriotifm. — Often has it been 
remarked, that all \hc patriots of the prefent enlight^ 
ened age have fludied, and brought their minds to 
maturity, in a jail. Among thofe of the higher 
clafs were Wilkes^ MiraheaUj Trenk^ Tooke^ &c. and 
among thofe of the lower, Paine, Hardy, Gray's 
razor man, and a multitude of others. Such ani- 
mals as Lloyd, Lee, &c. are hardly worth naming^ 
Bankruptcy feems as neceffary to prepare a man for 
patriotism, as gutting is to prepare a rabbit for the 
fpit. By the following account it will be feen that 
Parker, the famous mutineer, was a fcoundrel, who 
firft cheated his creditors, and then purchafed his 
freedom by an offer of his fervice in the navy. — 
Never let fuch men be trufted — the fwindler ever 
fiands prepared for the laft degree of guilt. 

" Richard Parker, who has rendered himfelf fo 
confpicuous among the mutineers of the fleet, is faid 
to be defcended from a refpedtable family at Exeter. 
He obtained a good education, was bred in the navy, 
and about the conclufion of the American war was 
an a6ling lieutenant in one of his Majefl^y's fhips. 
He foon came into poflbflion of a confiderable fum 
of money, and fhortly after he went to Scotland, and 
married a farmer's daughter in Ab^rdeenfhire, with 
whom he received a decent patrimony. At this 
time, being without employment, he foon finifhed 
his fortune, and became involved in debt, on ac- 
count of which he was cafl into Edinburgh jail, 
where he was at the time the counties were raifing 
feamen for the navy. He then entered as one of the 
volunteers for Perthfhire, received the bounty, and 
was releafed from prifon upon paying the incarce- 
rating creditor a part of his bounty. He was put on 
board the tender then in Leith Roads, commanded 
by Captain Watfon, who carried him, with many 

others, 
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others, to the Norc. On the paflage, Captain Wat- 
fon diftinguilhed Parker both by his aftivity and po- 
lite addreis. That he is the fame perfon known in 
the mutinous fleet by the appellation of Admiral^ 
Parker, is proved by Captain Watfon himfelf, who> 
before he laft failed from the Nore for Leilh, wa« 
ordered by the crew of the Sandwich to come on 
board, which he did, and was then introduced to 
and interrogated by Parker, whom he knew at firft* 
fight." 

Patriotic American Captain. — ^The floop General 
Green of this port, bound to the Cape, was taken 
on her paflage by an Englifli eruifer, fent into the 
Mole, forced to fell 200 bis. of pork of her cargo, 
and allowed to depart^ which flie did ; and, in pur- 
fuing her deftination, was taken by a French priva- 
teer, carried into the Cape, and there- cleared by- 
the intereft of Captain Bufchman, when, through the 
villany of the Captain^ one Lewis, ftie would have- 
been condemned, he having voluntarily^^w^^^ deda^ 
ration that the General Green was hound to the Mo/e^. 



EffeSs of Mifflin s tyrannical Proclamation. — I yrf- 
terday informed my readers, that, in confeqnence 
of the inhuman proclamation^ none of the pbyficians- 
would any longer make reports to the Board' of^ 
Health, and that therefore all information from 



* This ought to be a caution to merchants how they employ^ 
fans-culotte captains. It is a thing that they are apt to pay too little 
attention to; and which inattention has a)ft them many a veflel. 
A fans-culotte that is ready to fell his country, that can patiently, 
bear to fee it robbed and dcfpifed, will fuch ,a wretch, think you» 
fcruple to give up the property of an employer for whofe welfare, 
he does not care two ftraws ? A Jacobin is abfoluiely unfit for any 
poft of truft, except that of a plundering commiifary, or purveyor- 
for the guillotine. 

that 
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that quarter refpe(9:ing the number of new cafes qv 
deaths, was at an end. 

Another evil of the proclamation is, the relations 
and friends of difeafcd perfons take fpecial care to 
conceal their malady from their neighbours, and, in 
many inftances, even from the phyficians. The 
confequence of which is, infe(9:ion in its moft deadly 
degree is depofited in a neighbourhood before any- 
one is aware of it ; and phyficians are not called in 
till the moment that their aid is ufelefs. Two awful in- 
iiances of this nature are mentioned in Brown's paper 
of laft evening by DoSlor Caldwell ; and it is now well 
known, that from No. 13, Chefnut-ftreet, a perfon 
was laft night carried to the grave in fecret, who 
died with the yellow fever ; though the people of 
the houfc had qonftantly denied that the diforder 
was there. Thus, unlefs the dreadful proclamation 
be immediately revoked, and that in the mofl public 
and unequivocal manner, will the contagion fpread 
Over every quarter of the city. Who, does Thomas 
MifHin think, will run to his inquifitors and de* 
nounce their parents or their children, when they are 
fare that will be immediately followed by their tranf- 
portation to an infe61ed hofpital, where all commu- 
nication will be inftantly cut off between them and 
the phyfician they hav<i called in to Hive their lives, 
and in whom alone, perhaps, they can have any confi- 
dence ? The jQiocking, the cruel example of Mr. 
Fleetwood, has fpread confternatipn among all thofe 
who cannot rely upon the difcretion or courage of 
the perfons by whom they are furrounded. The 
fear occafioncd by the proclamation extends its fatal 
influence to every other difeafe alfo. If a man is 
taken with a bilious fever, or any other diforder, 
however dangerous delay may be, he, not knowing 
the nature of it, puis off the fending for a phyfician, 
for fear of being hauled off lo the infefled hofpital, Ixt 
Thomas Mifflin beware what he is about. I am 

certain 
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certain his proclamation is unconftitutional ; and if 
fatisfadlion cannot be obtained for any -adl of force 
that may be committed in obedience to it, the con- 
ftitution of Pennfylvania is a farce. Were I the 
heir or fucceflbr of Mn Fleetwood I would bring 
an adlion immediately againll thofe who forced him 
from his lodgings. It is faid that he remonflrated 
with all the eloquence of dread and diftreis. With . 
the full aflurance that he never fhould furvive the 
cruel removal, he oScxcd Jive hundred guineas ioh^ 
fufFered to remain in his own chamber, from which 
no one, no not even the proprietor of the houfe, 
could lawfully remove him. — Poor man ! he very 
probably, like myfelf, came to Pennfylvania tofeek It-' 
hertyU 



Great Confternatton in Philadelphia, — ^There is novr 
no getting any thing like a corredl ftatement of the 
progrefs of the fever, or of the deaths it occafions ; 
but the returns collected from tlie fextons prove that 
the deaths are not more numerous now than they were 
lajt year at the fame fea/on. Thoufands of perfons are, 
however, flying from the city. Upwards of one 
hundred loads of trunks and other goods were 
met yefterday morning between the city and Shoe- 
maker-town ; that is, in the fpace of nine miles: and 
I myfelf, on Sunday morning, met about a dozen 
families between the middle ferry and the upper end 
of Market -flreet. The Clergy ^ who certainly ought 
never to ftir while there is a foul to be faved, or a 
mind to be foothed by their miniftry, are, I am 
afraid, preparing to join in the flight. 

Admitting (which I am far from doing) that no- 
ihing is fo valuable as life; and that it is right for 
all who can aflTord it to fly ; what are the poor to do ? 
— They cannot remove ; and they will expire in their 
beds one by one, rather than expofe themfelves to 
the dangers of the cart and the hofpital. Why does 

not 
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not the proclamation invite them to remove whUe 
wsUy zndpnomifis them Jiipport in the tents on the 
commons i When this is negledted, let us hear no 
more about " the profperotcs flate, of our finances.'* If 
the treafury hefult, as it is faid to be, let it be emp- 
tied inftantly, that the poor may have the fame 
chance of living as the rich. This would be fome- 
thing like equaUty. 

Private Vi&s of inhumanity are already fpoken of^ 
I hope they will be rare : but I take this opportunity 
of declaring my fixed refolution of holding all tlvofe 
who arc guilty of them up to the abhorrence of man- 
kind. 



Wednesday, 30*^ August. 

Haley. — ^The following letter, from this piratical 
mifcreant, exhibits a very fair fpecimen of the fcnti- 
ments of a great majority of thofe who imbibed 
their moral and political principles during the Ame- 
rican revolution. 
Copy of a Letter from Captain Haley to 1. Clafon^ 
Efq.^^Dieppe^ o^Qth Aprils 1797. 
Dear Sir, 
I take the liberty to inform you of my prefcnt fitu- 
ation. When 1 left you in London, lali January, 
for France, my determination was to obtain a French 
commiffion, in hopes to get revenge from my infer- 
nal enemies; and my good friends in this country 
granted my requeft. When I returned to London, 
my intention was, to cut fome veHbl out of the 
Downs ; but, by good luck, you had not left Lon- 
don when I returned, and you was good enough to 
offer me the command of the Hare, which 1 thought 
would be a good opportunity for me, as 1 well 
knew the principal part of the cargo belonged to my 
detefled enemies, to fay the Englilh, and all the 
cargo enfured in London among the reft of the rob- 
bers. 
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bers. All this bufinefs I kept to myfelf, and after 
my leaving the infernal Tory-land by the virtue oi 
my commiflion, I found a fafe port in France called 
Dieppe ; my intention was, to have the cargo con- 
demned, but had no idea of the fhip fharing the 
fame fate ; however, that is the cafe, and if I were 
to fufFer Ihipwreck, you^ nor no other republican, 
fhould fufFer on my account ; but at prefent it is out 
of my power. 1 expe6l the damned Tory party 
would cut my throat if in their power; however, a^ 
long as I live, it will be my only ftudy to annoy 
them, and if the war continues, they may think 
themfelves lucky if they don't get another bite from 
me. I hope you will excufe me for taking thi^ li- 
berty with your Ihip, and hope you may get her re- 
ftored to you. I wifh you would fend a copy of 
this to London, as I am afraid they Have forgot me ; 
but tbey may reft aflured that I have not forgot the 
Old Jerfey, and the damned violations committed 
on me in London, and other parts of their infernal 
dominions. Although the cargo of the Hare does 
not fall into my hands, it falls into the hands of the 
Tepublicans, which is the people that I delights in. 
I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

N. Haley *. 

Legijlaturt 

m» ■' ' ™ ' ''' ■ ' " I'll 

* This is very pretty. The villain goes to France, gets a com- 
tniflion as a privateer captain, then goes to England (under the cha- 
racter of an American) with the intention of uealing a velFel in the 
river ; but, happening to meet with an American merchant in 
London who offered him the command of a merchant- fhip, he takes 
the faid fliip (that being lefs dangerous than <uttingone out of the 
Thames) ^ and, infl^ad of conducting her to America, condu£td 
her into Dieppe in France, where vefTel and cargo are condemned 
upon his evidence ! It would be ridiculous to imitate the New- 
Yoi k Gazette, and comment on the hafenef^ 2XiA perfidy of this man's 
conduct ; but it may not be amiis to obl'ervc what hajs been over- 
looked by the editor of that paper, to wit, that this conduct of 

Halcjr 
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Legi/lahire of Pennjylvania, — The Legiflature met 
dn the 28th of this month, and adjourned, after 
haviqg pafled a bill appropriating 10,000 dollars to 
the Committee of Health, to-be by them applied to 
the relief of fick and indigent perfons labouring un- 
der malignant or other difeafes in the city and liber- 
ties of Philadelphia, which paffed the Houle of Re- 
prefentafives of Pennfylvania yefterday afternoon. 

Remonftrance agahijl Mifflin's Proclamation. — ^To 
Thomas Mifflin, Efq. Governor of Pennfylvania.— 
Sir, As a common citizen, afFe<3:ed by your different 
orders and proclamations, permit me to a(k you a 
few queftions, in which I conceive, not only my own 
iptereft is concerned, but that of the citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia generally. 

In your proclamation of the laft week you have 
cpmmanded that on the appearance of the fj^mptoms 
rf the prefent contagion, the perfons fo ajEFeded fha4 
(if in a fituation tjiat will poliibly admit of removal) 
be immediately removed to a place provided for their 
reception without the city, and if not in a ftate to be 
removed, that ?LyeUowflag fliould be difplayed from. 
the houfe, thereby preventing any intercourfe be- 
tween the patient and his or her friends. Permit mc 



Haley is another inftance to be added to the thoufands that we 
have witnelTed of the congeniality between whiggifm and every 
fpecies of wickeelnefs. Other nvcn may detcft Haley, but furely 
the WTngs of the revolution ought to excufe him for the fake of his 
re^blicao principles, and his inextinguidiable hatred of Great 
Britain* Thefe virtues ought to cover a multitude of fins* He 
(hould, indeed, in his rage againfl Great Britain, take care not to 
deHz/C Armricau property ; that is a dreadful miilake ; particularly 
when thd-propcrty belongs to fome good old revolutionary Whig^ 
at appears to aave been the cafe in the prefent inftance ; but, evea 
in that cafe, the patriotic Haley furniflies the lofer with a confola- 
. tion : ** Your cargo does not fall into my hands,'* fays he, *• but it 
^^ falls into the hands i^&£PUBLXCAMS, which is the people that I 
•* delights in." 

VOL, Vil. P %Q 
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to afk you, Sir, if you were feized with this difeafcf^ 
whether you would peaceably fubmit to have a ne- 
gro forcibly drag yoil from your houfe into a common 
cart J from thence conveyed to the place which you 
ferm the hofpitaly but which I and the world more juftly 
term ?ijlaughter -houfe ; there to live perhaps a week in 
the moft cxquilite torture for want of proper attend- 
ance, and at length die for a draught of water ? It is 
cafy for you to iflue proclamations, but 'tis hard for us 
to comply with them when life itfelf is at flake. 
Would you fufFer the darling objects of your honour- 
able and innocmt love to be dragged from before your 
eyes, and conveyed to this filthy rendezvous, which 
you have leen proper to prepare for the reception of 
Xhcjwinijh muUitudef Would you fufFer ?l yellow flag 
to be fufpended from your houie, preventing your 
friends (if you had any) from approaching you r You 
inay aniwer thefe queflions in the affirmative, but it 
remains for us to judge how far you will fpeak the 
tnifh. 

Why have you not rather prepared a place for the 
reception of thofe people (not yet attacked with the 
fatal malady) whofe circumflances or finances will 
not admit them to leave the city during its preva- 
lence ? Becaufe you have judged it lefs expcnfive to 
the public to tranfport them to the hofpital, and 
from thence to Potter's Field, the fevere deftiny of 
almofi all who enter it. • 

You may conceive. Sir, that this unequalled pro- 
clamation, this defpotic command, will be obeyed; 
but you may be miftaken. I have an aged parent^ 
brothers and lifters, dear to me as my life; and 
Ihould Providence fee fit to extend its judgment to 
them or me, you may, perhaps, find in that humble 
manfion whirfi w^ at prefent inhabit, the means of 
defence againlt any of your humane drivers, fhould 
they dare to enter it, even in compliance with your 
Orders. 

Reflca 
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Hefleft on your proceedings in this bufinefs, and 
confider how far you have comphed with that old and 
good precept : ** Do unto othei'Sj as you would that 
others Jhould do untoyou.^^ 

A Poor Citizen. 

Thursday, 31'^ August. 

Barney. — Extradt of a letter from Commodore Bar^ 
ney, to his friend in this town, dated Medufa, at fea, 
Auguft 2 1 ft, 1 797. — ^^ After feven months blockade 
by the enemy, I have at length cfcaped their vigi- 
lance. The moment they reduced the number of 
their fhips to watch my movements (from twelve^ 
eighty fix, and until thefe few days, five Ihips to 
two ; that is, one (hip of the line and a frigate), I 
i?vas determined to pu(h out with my two frigates, 
which I did yefterday, although I faw them both to 
the ibuthward of me. The winds were high, but 
we loft fight of them in the night. So ends a block- 
ade which has coft the enemy upwards of 800,000 
dollars, and has been of no real injury to France. 
I hope foon to give a good account of ourlelves ; and 
was I on equal terms with them in point of force, 
they Ihould have little to boaH of*/' 

Dangers to be apprehended from France^ in cafe a 
Peace between her and Great Britain takes place. — The 
jaft European news informs us, that Lord Malmf- 

* Yes, Commodore, IF you fliould fall in with an American, 
merchantman or two, they will, indeed, have little to boaft of. 
I fuppofc the noble Commander is on the look-out for Indjamen. 
The fine prizes his brother Carmagnoles have lately made in and 
near the Delaware, may poffibly tempt him to come up to this 
city : if he were to do it, 1 have no doubt that he would meet with 
another very cordial reception ; another civic feftivaL O God I 
what is ibe world come to, when a man who abandons his country^ 
goes into the fervicc of its enemy, and returns with the exprefsand 
avowed intention of plundering it—^what is the world come to^ 
irfaea (iich a o^an isj>ub]ic]y applauded, feafted^ and loaded 1 ! I 

F 2 ViViX^ 
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bury is about to open another negotiation with the 
regicides of Paris ; and it appears at the fame time, 
that the Diredory and Councils are feeing which 
Ihall cut the others throats. They are glaring, caft- 
ing^ their baleful eyes at one another, like Milton'* 
Death and the Devil at the gates of Hell. They are 
preparing to flrike. Strike away, in the name of all 
that's juft. Strike both at once, and may the arms of 
both be fuccefsful \ 

I wifh to fee a new revolution in France, if it be 
only to prevent England from making peace ; for if 
they make peace, before we are readmitted into the 
infernal graces of the Carmagnoles, we ihall be treated 
juft like a conquered country. They will Ge- 
neva us, they will Venice ta$, till we have not a Ihil- 
ling in our pockets or a £birt on our backs. 

It is vainly imagined by thofc who cry in the v^ 
fame accent, and without intermiffion. Peace, peac^ 
peace, peace J it is vainly imagined by thefe guinea'- 
fowl politicians, as Burke calls them, that when 
France has made peace with all the refl of the world, 
her tyrants will forbear to rob and domineer over the 
United States ! Ill-founded hope ! filly expe<9:a* 
tion ! Look at their conduft towards other weak 
Hates. To the formidable powers, though their 
moft bitter enemies, they grant honourable terms. 
Priiflia and the Emperor have made as good a peace 
with them as they could wifh ; but how fiave thof 
treated Holland, Geneva, Venice, Genoa, and the 
fmall ftates of Italy ? and how are tbey going to treat 
Switzerland ? What is moft curious is, that all 
thofe ftates which have . fliown any friendfhip for 
th^m ; all thofe who have aided them,, either by 
Jheir flrength, or by a finifter ««//r^7/i/y, have fallen 
a facrificc to them. The Duke of Tufcany^s neutrcH 
lity opened a paffage for them into the heart of Italy ; 
Genoa fed and protected their armies in fpite of the 
is^haces of ^ Briiilh fleet ; Holland opened its gdles 

to 
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to them ; Venice refiftcd every offer of the coalefccd 
powers, and ohftinately perfevered in its friend/hip 
and partiality to France ; nay, the French arnoies 
were fufFered, without refiftance, to traverfe part of 
the Venetian territories to attack the Emperor with 
more advantage; as a recompenfe for which, the 
French have fince given the Emperor thole very ter* ^ 
ritories!. 

Switzerland has remained neuter in (he new- 
faftiioned way ; that is to fay, its territory has been 
the barrier for France againfl: its enemies, and, at 
the fame time, a fort of ambufh for the French 
armies. This neutral country has been a recruiting 
rendezvous for the Carmagnoles, ju ft as this country 
was becoming in the year 1 793. Upwards oi 30,000 
Swifs, to fpeak within compals, have been fighting 
all this war in the fervice of the murderers of their 
brave countrymen, the King of France's guards! 
This neutral country has conltantly been the place of 
refidence of one of the rulers of France. Here 
were planned and organized the confpiracies that have 
revolutionized Europe; here the different agents 
afTembled: it was the very focus of rebellion. This 
Switzerland \^ now become ufelefs. It has rendered 
the fervice for which it w^as hired, and its terin is 
come : it is now to be fqueezed dry ; its neutral 
plunder is to be difgorged, and it is to be reduced to 
that nothing from which it arofe. Part of one of tiic 
Cantons has already petitioned BompTirXe to be joined 
on to the new republic, and we Ihall foon hear of 
others following the patriotic example. This is the 
'way the French always work. They take poffefTion 
of a country ^/ tie requefi of the people ; but the fame 
requeft will not get thjem out ot it. 

After all thefe exaniples, is there, can there be any 
human being fo flupid, fo bcfotted, as to imagine 
that they will a6l with moderation and juftice towards 
jjs ? They rgb us, fpit in our faces, and thumh-fcrew 

y 3 ^ us 



yo GAZETTE SELECTIONS. . 

us now, even when they know there Is ^potent enemy 
whom we could join, to their deftrucSion ; and can 
it then be fuppofed, that they will become all mild- 
nefs and juflice the moment they have, by a peace 
with the enemy, cut off the pofSbility of our obtain- 
ing any morta) aid ? No ; the inftant they have made 
peace with England, ware hawk, Apfierica ! They 
will foon tell us what their pleafure is, and what it 
is not. For my part, I Ihould not wonder if their 
faflion had already a feiit'ton drawn up*, requefting 
the RepubliquCi one and w(itvifihle^ to take us under 
her proteSion. -Look iharp, neighbours ! l^ide your 
pence! 

" fVarmeftSenfihility^* excited hy the yellow Fever. -r-n 
From the Boftpn Price Current. — ** The m^ilignant 
*f fever, now prevalent in Philadelphia, excites *th? 
•* voarmefi Jenfhhility of the citizens *.*' 

Mr. Jjiftons ConduQ in Bloiimfs Affair defended. — r 
The editor of the Aurora, in his anfwer to the queries 
of Ariftides, like other quibbling advocates of falfer 
hood, Hates one half of the evidence, and leaves out 
the other. He fays that therp is evidence of Mr. 
liifton having received propofitipns, but he forgets 
the evidence that Mr. Lifton declined giving any en- 
couragement to thofe propofitions, merely referring 
them, with his objedtipns, to his Government, by 
which they \vcre exprefsly reje^ed ; and yet all thofc 

r r-* " h ■ 

* Thus, you fpe, the Boftoniang think we feel juft the fame rcr 
fentment at the depredations ot the yellow fever, as th^ Houfe of 
fccprefentatives did at thpie ol the French. It excites our 
' •• warroeft fenlibility,'- they think. Ridiculous jargon! What 
docs it mean ? Say it excite§ fear, dread, confternation, andconfq- 
fion, and you may be underftpod ; but who can divine your mean* 
ing when you fay, that a malignant and contagious difeafe excites 
pur ** warmeft fenfibility ?" It is one of thofe new-fangled terms, 
where ignorance or infincerity ihelters itfelf under the garb of 



AUGUST, 1797. 71 

fA&s are proved by the lame teftimony; namely, Mr. 
liifton's own notes to the Secretary of State. 

This editor has always found out that Mr. Genet*$ 
proje£l was lefs criminal than that of Liflon^ and for 
two reafons ; ift, Becaufe there was no law of the 
United States at that period, which forbid our citi- 
zens from engaging within our territory, in expedi- 
tions againil nations with whom we are at peace ; and 
2dly, Becaufe the expedition of Mr. Genet was not 
to be carried on through or from the United States, 
while that of Mr. Lifton was. 

I will not infift on the im.pudent abfurdity of call- 
ing that Mr. Lifton's projedt, whiqh he merely heard 
and referred to his Government, and which his Go- 
vernment rejedled. I will fuppofe that he, like 
Genet, had adually formed this proje61, and engaged 
warmly in the execution of it ; I will fuppofe that 
he, like Genet, had granted military commiffions to 
a number of our citizens, within our own territory, 
and had attempted regular enliftments of troops, of 
neither of which there is the flighteft evidence, 
or even pretence 5 and flill I will contend, and 
it mufl: be evident from the flighteft attention to the 
teftimony, that the two proje6ls would, even in that 
cafe, be exactly alike. Genet gave commiflions and 
cnlifted men in the country ; though, as he declared, 
they were to rendezvous on the Spanifli territory. 
This, however, the editor of the Aurora fays, was 
not to carry on an expedition againft Spain, through 
or from the United States. Commiflions are given, 
and men are enlifted within the United States, for 
the^xprefs purpofe of aflembling on the Spanifli terl 
ritory, and there forming an army for the reduction 
of that territory ; and this is not to carry on an ex^ 

Sedition againft Spain from or through the United 
tates. So fays the editor of the Aurora ; and be it 
(b. But what was Blount's or Chifliolm*s projeift, 
which this editor calls Mr. Lifton's ? According to the 

f^ lettfer 
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letter of the Minifter himfelf, who has fiirnifhcd 
all the evidence on the fub]e6V, it was to raifd 
the Kings ftatidard on the Spanijh territory^ and take 
meafures here for inducing anuviber of Americans to join 
it. No logician, who has not been educated in thd 
\ fchool of the Aurora, can find a difference between 
thefe two cafes. 

The editor of the Aurora indeed afTerts, in his an- 
fwer to the firit query, that there is evidence of Mf. 
Lifton's having taken Chijkolm into his employ. This, 
however, isadiredt falfehood, not in the editor^ but 
Jn the perfon who gave him the information con- 
tained in this anfwer. That information cannot be 
found in any thing before the public, and it muft 
relate to evidence, the particulars whereof it was the 
intention and refolution of the body which took it 
to keep fecret. How it came into the Aurora, muft 
be left to conjedlure ; but the writer of this article 
takes on himfelf to declare, that the above particular 
.is perfe611y falfe, and that there exifts no fuch tefti- 
knony as that ** Mr. Lifton took Captain Chifholm 
into his employ.'* 

As to the other point, that the laws of the United 
States did not, in Genet's time, forbid our citizens 
from entering into foreign fervice for the purpofe of* 
, committing hoftilities againft nations at peace witl^ 
us, there are feveral obfervations to be made. 

In the firft place, the offence charged againft our 
citizens vyas not, as this editor alleges, the having 
.expatriated themfelves and then entered into fqch fer-? 
yicc ; but the having agreed to enter into fuch fervice 
while in this country, and then left it for timt expreft 
purpofe. This \yas always contrary to the laws of 
the United States, and was declared to be fo by all 
the courts. A jury, indeed, acquitted a man who 
was charged with this offence, and even with having 
cnlifted in foreign fcrviee in this country ; but it i^ 
jhc cjoi^rts, not ttie luries, to whom we are to lool?. 

for 



AUGUST, 1797. ^j 

for a declaration of the law, it being their province 
to declare the law generally, while that of the jury 
is confined folely to the queftion whether the indivi- 
dual before them has been guilty of breaking the 
law ? They do indeed fometimes acquit perfons, 
whom, according to law, they ought to find guilty ; 
but nobody, befide the editor of the Aurora, ever 
imagined that fuch acquittals were to be confidered 
as declarations of law. The adl of June 3, 1794, 
to which the editor of the Aurora alludes as having 
firfl: declared this condu6l to be criminal, was only 
in affirmance of what the courts had before declared 
to be law ; and its objcdl was to remove doubts, by 
giving a folemn legiflativc fanflion to this decifion 
of the courts, and to regulate the extent and nature 
of the punifhment. 

This editor, in fupport of his do61rine, aflerts, 
that by the laws of neutrality, one power may re- 
cruit in the territories of another. If this were frue, 
it would be nothing to the purpofe ; becaufe, if the 
laws of neutrality would permit it, ftill the muni- 
cipaHaws of the neutral ftate might forbid it ; but 
it is not true. Such enliftments are never mad^ 
except in purfuance of treaties exifting previous to 
the war ; and in thofe treaties the manner and extent 
of the enliftments are exactly prefcribed. To fufFer 
them without fuch treaties, would be an aft of hof- 
tility. 

The people of neutral ftates do indeed go into fo - 
Teign countries which are at war, and there enter 
into thefervice of thofe countries ; and this we never 
forbade or complained of : but what we forbade, and 
Mr. Genet attempted, was to come into our country, 
and there engage our citizens to allemble on the ter- 
ritories pf a nation at peace with us, in order to at* 
tack it. 

Thus it appears that Mr. Grenet attempted exa6\Iy 

Jl)e laxnc thing which was propofe4 to Mr. Lifton ; 

3 a»* 
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and that on both occafions it was equally contrary 
to law ; and yet the editor of the Aurora, in his pa- 
triolifm, finds reafon for upholding one while he 
abufes the other. The great and eflential difference 
between the two cafes, namely, that Genet contrived 
one projc(3, and attempted its execution with the 
full approbation of his Government, while the other 
was contrived by people in this country, who having 
propofcd it tp the Britilh Government, met with ita 
difapprobation. 

This is of ^ piece with his lamentations over the 
fate of M*Lean, who being a citizen of the United 
States, was employed here by the French Minifler, 
to go into Canada and excite infurredlion, for the 
purpofe of aiding an invafion by the French, Thefe 
lamentations breathe through the fclf-fame column? 
which fulminate imprecations againft the Britifh Mi- 
nifter, for having merely heard propositions about 
an invafion of Florida, and tranfmitted them to his 
Government, fraught with his own difapprobation ! 
But M*Lean was employed by the French in brcal^^ 
ing put neutrality, Ilinc ill^e lacbrym<e / 

Reply to Mr. B. F. Baches Anfvoer to the Queries puf 
to him by Arijtides. 

The queftion (it will be remembered) is, whether 
the Britifh Minifter merely heard and tranfmitted tp 
his conflituetits the proje<9^ propofed to him for an at* 
tack upon fome part of the Spanifh territories adjoin- 
ing to the United States ; or if, on the contrary, 
there is evidence hrfore ^e public ^ that he approved, 
encouraged, and recommended it. 

*« There is evidence (fays B. F. Bache) that Mr. 
Liflon took into his pay Captain ChiJholmJ' 

Now in what does this evidence confift ? 

Mr. Lifton communicated to the Britifh Miniflry 
the plans of certain adventurer3 reiiding in th^ 
United States^ 

He 
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He did this (as it appears) by letter, tox^ards the 
beginning of the prefent year, and accompanied his 
communication with his remarks. 

Receiving no anfwer to his difpatches, and im- 
portuned by fome of the fpeculators in queflion (who 
had become impatient to learn the fate of their pro-r 
pofitions), the Minifter fent a duplicate of the com* 
munication in the month of April ; and he did this 
by one of the perfons concerned, whom he furnifhed 
with a letter of introduftion, that he might learn 
and bring back the decifion of the Englifh ca* 
|>inet. 

Having authorized this man to proceed to Europe, 
Mr. Liflon thought it right to defray the expenfes of 
his paflage (which he did by making a bargain with 
the owner of the Ihip) ; a tranfadlion that would not 
furely, in common language, be termed taking G//)- 
tain Chijholm into his employ. 

3. F. Bache told us, it is true, in a late number of 
the Aurora, that Mr. Chiftiolm was to ferve the Bn. 
tifh as a guide up the Miffiflippi. If fo, he muft no 
doubt be paid for his fervices, and this might more 
properly be denominated taking him into his employ : 
but what evidence is there that fuchan idea was ever 
entertained ? None but the affertion of B. F. Bachc 
•~his naked, unfupported, we may venture to add, 
groundlefs affertion. 

" There is evidence (continues Bache), that af^ 
/^rChifliolm was intruded with the difpatches, cir-^ 
cumilances turned up, that made Mr. Lifton doubt 
whether Mr. Chifholm was a fafe man ; and that he 
then thought it prudent, in a /^y? letter to Mr. Ham^ 
mond, tq caution the Government againfi: a6ling, 
untij they heard from him by the next packet ; from 
>vhich caution we think it very plainly deduciblc 
that the plan was laid in thefirft difpatches, andth^t 
()Wing to the after-doubts which had arifen about 

Chilholniji 
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Chifholm, Mr. Liflon conceived it ad vifable to flay 
ibc txeaitlon!^ 

What is the proof produced in fupport of this 
charge ? 

From the particulars laid before the Committee of 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives, it appears, that after 
the departure of theveffel in which Chifholm was to 
embark for Europe, the Britifh Minifter learned 
with fome (urprifethat he wals ftili loitering in Phila- 
delphia ; but the delay was, on inquiry, found to 
be owing to the fhip-mailer, or to caufcs on which 
Captain Chifholm could have no influence : fo that 
if this trifling incident gave rife to douhtSy they muft 
have been of fhort duration. 

But the proceedings of the Committee have 
brought to light another and a more important cir- 
cumftance. 

It fecms that Chifholm had talked to fom^ of his 
acquaintance of his projc6led voyage to England, 
and had hinted the porpofe of his miffion, and his 
hopes of fuccefs. 

He cannot, it may be obferved, have entered into 
much detail on the fubje6l ; for nothing is yet known 
of the nature of the enterprife, except what the Bri». 
tifh Minifter had been frank, fome people would 
fay weak enough to impart, of his own accord, to 
the Secretary of State. 

Thefe converfations, however, are fuppofed to 
tave made the Minifter doubt whether Chijholm was 
0fafe man. 

But it i« evident, that if Mr. Lifton actually en*- 
Pertained fufpicions on the fubjc6t, they were not ex- 
tremely violent ; for he would in that cafe have taken 
back the difpatches intruflcd to Chifholm, and put ^ 
flop to bis voyage, whereas he allowed him to pro* 
ceed without moleftatioo. 

Yes ; but (it is added) the BritiJhMini/ler wrote a 
^|*48T letter to Mr. Hammoml. 

Why, 
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Why, this may be. It is not an uniutural Ihmg 
that Miniflers, or indeed merchants, when the falU 
ing of a veffel is delayed beyond cxpedlation, (hould 
take the opportunity of writing a last ktler io their 
correfpondents abroad. 

Aye — but we are acquainted with the contents of 
Mr. Liflon's letter. He wrote /o caution the Briiijk 
Covernmmt againfi acting. 

How do you know that, Mr* B. F. Bache ? Have 
you fcen the letter? Have you talked to any one that 
has ? Was the perfon to whom the packet was in* 
trufted fcoundrei enough to break it open, in order 
to give you this information ? 

'' No, but I affirm it." 

Why, my good friend, if that is all, I affirm the 
contrary. I maintain that the confidential letter 
written by the Britifh Miniiler to Mr* Hammond 
runs thus : 

" Dear Hammond, 

** The bearer of my dilpatches, forwarded by this 
opportunity (the brig John Henderfonjy is a well* 
meaning man ; and you may derive uieful informa- 
tion from him. I have, however, reafon to think 
him indifcreet ; therefore, get out of him all you 
can, but be cautious what you fay to him in your 
turn : fqueeze the lemon, as old Frederick faid, and 
throw away the Ikin* 

** Ever yours, 

^' R. L.'^ 

But as you are perhaps conceited enough to prefJar 
your edition of the letter to mine, I am ready to 
grant, for argument's fake, that the Miniiler ac«> 
tually requefted that the Britifli Government wool4 
abflain from aSting until they heard from him again ; 
bul what would this prove ? 

It might perhaps fhow, that Mr. Lifton con- 
ceived that there was a pojjibility that the Engiifli 
Mintflry mighty contrary to his opinion^ be prpvail«^ 

ed 
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cd with to take certain licps in the pro(ecutiotf o{ 
the buiinefs alluded to. 

But what the Eqglifli Minificr might, or might 
not do, is not the propolition to be demonflrated. 
B. F. Bache was to proyCf from ihe evidence before the 
ftihUcy that the plan was laid by the Minifter here ; 
that he had recommended it to his Government at 
home, and that his recommendations had had the 
delired efFeA. Now the writing of the fuppofed 
letter (admitting its authenticity) does not afford the 
flighteft proof of the charge. 

Fortunately however for Mr. Lifton — if indeed be 
had any anxiety upon the fubjeft — his opinion of tho 
plan laid before him by our adventurers, the tenour 
of the report which he made concerning it to his 
Court, the tendency of the advice which he ven- 
tured to give his fuperiors, is not left to be invefti- 
gated by cafuiftical reafoning, to be gnefled at by 
flimfy conje<Slure, or to be diftorted into criminality 
by the eflfrontery of aiTertion. There exift authen- 
tic documents to Ihow that his correfpondence flated 
ftrong objedions to the extravagant projedl ; " that 
his Court confidered thefc very objediions as fuffi* 
cient to overbalance any advantages that could be 
drawn from the fuccefs of the plan ; and, therefore, 
determined not to afford any affiflance towards car- 
rying it into effeft.'* 

An official difpatch to this purpole (if not in the 
fame words), written by the Britilh Minifter for fo- 
reign affairs (Lord Grenville), was confidentially 
communicated fome time ago by Mr. Liflon to the 
Secretary of State of the United States, and (he ori- 
ginal letter is perhaps at this moment in the hands 
of Mr. Pickering. 

I muft not omit to add a word or two on the fub- 
jedt of the comparifon infiituted by Bache between 
the Britifh Minifler^ and a late apoflle of fedition. 
Genet. 

« Mn 
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*' Mr. Genet's plan (fays the editor of the Au- 
cora) was to induce the citizens of the United States 
to emigrate, and rally round the flandard of the 
French without the territory of the United States/* 

That this was Mr. Genet's plan is politively de- 
hied. It is known with certainty that he granted 
commijpons to General Clarke and other officers, and 
attempted to raife troops within the jurifdidlionofthc 
United States. 

But allowing Bache*s ftatement to be as true as it 
is falfe, and that the American citizens were to have 
emigrated before they received their commillions, or 
took up arms in favour of France, who has inform- 
ed Mr. B. F. Bache that the propofals made to the 
Britifti Miniftet were in any refpodl different ? There 
is, on the contrary, reafon to believe, that the very 
iame modification of the infringement of neutrality 
was propounded to Mr. Lifton. But the falvo, 
which according to Mr, Bache was fufficient to quiet 
the confcience of Citizen Genet, does not fcem ta 
have removed the fcruples of Mr. Lifton ; for, mark 
the different condu6t of the two Minifters. 

Mr. Genet, of his own accord, propofed^ urged^ 
and, as far as depended on him, executed a plan for 
raifing an army within the United States, for the in- 
vafion of the Spanifli territories. 

Mr. IXikon receives a fimilar propofal with coldnefs — 
maies a communication of it to his employers from, a 
mere fenfe of duty^ and accompanies it with fuch re- 
prefentations as determine his Court to rejeS the 
idea. 

Yet B. F. Bache has the hardihood to draw a pa- 
rallel between thefc men. 

Driven from every fubterfuge, we perceive that he 
is likely to catch at the ftieet anchor, which has been 
caft in defpair by the Spanifh Envoy. 

«« The Britifti Minifter( Bache fays) contemplated 
a violation of the territory of the United States by the 

paffage 
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paflfage of troops and Indians in hoftile array through 

He no doubt alludes to the fable of a proje6le4 
expedition /w;« Canada to Upper Louifeana^ and if fo, 
there is no evidence before the public on the fubjeft, ex- 
cept the abfurd affertion of an ill-informed ypung^ 
man. It may, on thecontrary^ be boldly maintained, 
that neither the Britifh Government, nor the Gro- 
Ternor of Canada, nor the Englifh Minifter to the 
United States, ever entertained a thought of any 
fuch project ; that no fuch idea was ever fuggefted 
by the Blounts, the Chiiholras, the Romaynes, or 
the other wrong headed fpeculators, who may on (hi« 
occafion have obtruded their ill-digefled machina* 
tions on the notice of iimple men : and it may be 
fafely added, that no fuch balderdafti would have been 
vamped up by the Chevalier deYrujo, had be known 
in time that fuch fpecious pretexts, fuch fempiteri^al 
reafons for detaining the pofts (as the uncertainty of 
the friendlhip of the Indians), had already beenpro- 
vided by the ingenious invention of DcJi Manadi 
Gayofo de Lerno^. 

Friday, i"* September. 

MarJilldCj the French Quaker. — From the Salem 
Gazette.— There is now at Newport, Rhode Ifland, 
^ French preacher^ among the Friends, who is much 
admired and followed. He was an officer in the 
French cavalry until Converted to quakerifm. His 
life and manners afc irreproachable, his dodlrincs 
J5mple, and ftri(3jy conformable to the purity and 
:^irituality of that refpe6table fe^t. 

This military convert, this modern Cornelius, does 
not attempt to dazzle his hearers by that glow of 
oratory fo natural to his countrymen, but fpeaks 
with all that deliberation and mildnefs fo remarkable 
«ipong the Fjriends. He preaches but feldom, and 

when 
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when he doeg, jbfefrequiently paufi^ giore than half ^ 
ttiinute between his fentences. The purity of the 
heart, the wc*(hipping in the fpifit, the futility of 
ceremonies, and the joys of the New Jerufalem, are 
tb^ faultlefs theoies which fall from his deliberate 
tongue. Although he is fo pqrfedl a Friend in his 
ijo^rines and manner of public fpeaking, yet his 
4rab^colourcd plain clothes cannot conceal the gen* 
1^1 movements of the Frenchman, nor his broad 
braver wholly veil that fagacious pbyfiognomy and 
eye of fire which ever diftinguifties the fons of old 
Oa^l. The Friends efteem him a remarkable and 
very valuable convert, raifed up by the great Head of 
the Church for fome good and glorious purpofe, while 
fome of the wicked and uncharitable hefitate not to 
whifper their fufpicions that he is an artful man, who 
means to become the father confejfor of the whole 
flock. He may be what he feems, a well-meaning, 
confcientious man; yet it cannot be deemed illiberal, 
if fo extraordinary a charafter fhould be followed by 
the eye of fufpicion, feeing he comes from a nation 
who have fyflematized intrigue, even before Igna- 
tius Irjyola founded that influential order the Society 
'fff.Jefus\ who, by their, machinations, \\^ere atone 
time in a fair way o( governing all Europe. 

Old Franklins Charity. — The late Doctor Frank- 
Jin, in the more early part of his life, belonged to a 
debating fociety in Philadelphia. At one of their 
meetings it was the Doilor's turn to propofe two 
queftions, which were as follo\if: Who of all peo- 
ple in the world have the bed memories ? Second — 
Who of all people in the world have the worft me- 
mories ? This occafioned much learned difquifitiou 
among the members. One argued, that people of the 
bcft memories are thole blefled with health and 
ftrength, flrong nerves, vigorous apprehcniions, and 
in the prime ot Jifc.-i— Others pretended, that as me- 

VOL, VII. G , ^JRi^O^ 
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mory, like all ot^er human faculties, is improV'^ 
able, thofe have the bcft memories that, during a 
long courfe of education, had been obliged to learti 
much by heart, and thus became adepts in the art 
of remembering. — Multitudes of arguments were 
brought according to every one's fancy ; but on the 
other quefiion it was univerfally agreed that very old 
people muft have the worft memories of any, as in 
the declining ftage of human nature the nerves be- 
come weak, and the organization of the brain fo far 
calloufed as to retain but weakly the iinprcffion of 
paft events. There was no end to the learned 
theories broached on the occalion : at laft Franklin 
got up, and with the gravejt face in the world in^ 
formed the fociety, that of all men living, creditors 
had the beft memories, and debtors the worft *. 

Bojon 

* Yes, he had the gra^eftface in the tuorld^ furc enough, and 
on the quefiion here agitated he was the beft qualified to u)eak, 
perhaps, of any man living. He was himfelf a complete iniianoe 
of th« truth he ailcrted. As a creditor he had the beft, and as a 
debtor the worft, memory of any human being 9 witnefs hb legacy to 
the Pennfylvania HoJpitaL 

In that hiftory of craft and mcannefs, called the " Life ef 
" DoHor Franklin^*' there is a Laft Will and Teftament, and in 
that Laft Will and Teftament there is a legacy to that moft chari- 
table and well-managed inftitution, the Peuniylvania Hofpital. It 
conftfts, not of niortgages, bonds, and bank bills, but of the Doc* 
tor's outftanding debts : the aggregate fum was however great, and 

■ of courie the world thought it delcriptivc of 'the donor's charitable 

. diipofuion ; but, unfortunately for the poor, the Do£tor tacked on a 
condition to the legacy. The truftees of the Hofpital were not to 
receive the debts due tofhe Do6tor, but upon condition that they 

- would take upon them to pay all thofe that he owed at the time of 
his death. — The ledger was delivered to them, but they foon found 
that they were bit. They went to feveral perfoos of indifputable 
chara£ler, and inftead of having money to receive, they had mon^ 
to fay. — ^To be fliort,(for whocan bear to dwell on fuch aiubjedt ?) 

. they fealed up the ledger^ the charitable ledger^ and returned it to 
the Dolor's executors, with the thanks and the bleilings of the 
poor, the halt, th^ lame, and the blind.— *Well might the Doctor 

fay, 
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liofton Humility. Spanijh Mnifter. — From a Bofton 
))aper. — Beware, citizens, of offering injury to the 
Spanifti Minifter, who is expelled to be in town this 
N^^eek. Although it fhould be true, that he has in- 
fulted your national Government, and impeached 
the integrity of your conftituted authorities at the 
bar of the people in his late publication ; though it 
is believed he has confpired with French emiflaries 
and American traitors to involve our country in a war 
Xvith Grreat Britain, to feparate our Weftern from the 
Atlantic States, and to engage our citizens in foreign 
fcrvice, to attempt the conqueft of Canada, to gra- 
tify our friendly allies : though all this and more be 
believed to excite your indignation, you ought not 
to violate the laws of nations, nor outrage the rules 
of decorum, to gratify your refentment. You fhould 
rccolledl, that he is but an inftrument in the hands 
of French miflionaries, and that he has neither faid 
iiordone any thing injurious to our country, but what 
he has probably been compelled to by their impe- 
rious mandates. Befides, as a diplomatic charadler, 
it belongs only to our national Executive to punifli 
him for his official mifcondu6l. The citizens can 
with propriety do no more than to fhow their feelings 
by treating him with ncglc6t. An American. 

Remarks. — This American muft be a very patient 
broad-backed creature : a fort of pack-horfe patriot, 
I take it ! He allows that the Spanifli Minifter has 
infulted the national Government, impeached the in- 
tegrity of the conftituted authorilies at the bar of the 

&y, that of all men living creditors had the heft memories^ and 

PEBTORS X\it.'V00rft, 

As the people of Britain have long been the dupes of this old 
man's hypocrily, the publifhpr of the nejtt London edition of his 
life will do well to fubjoin this paragraph to tb« will by way of 
note. 

« z people. 
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peoplfc, confpired with French emiflaries and Ame- 
rican traitors to involve the country in war, and to 
, feparate the Weftern from the Eailern States : all this 
the gentle American allows ; but yet the citizens (as 
he cantingly terms the people), the cinzens dLXcnotfo 
exprefs their refeniment ; they are to do no more than 
fhow their feelings (it is a wonder it had not been 
their warmejt fenfibiUty) by treating him with negleS ! 
That is to fay, they are to Jhow their feelings by dif- 
gulfing them ! And why all this delicatenels towards 
a flrutting Spaniard, pray ? Becaufe, forfooth, we 
'are told " he is but an inflrument {^alias tool] in the 
^^ hands of the French mifRonaries ;" and becaufe 
>' it belongs only to our national Executive to pu- 
*^ nifh hirfi for his official mifcondu6t." — Humph ! 
—Let's fee: I think I can recoiled, when the «Vi- 
%e7is (as they are called) took the liberty to exprefs 
their refentment, by foraething elfe belides neglect, 
towards the minifters and agents of another nation. 
The citizens burnt the Britifli treaty before Mr. Ham- 
mond's door, and infulted him (who had never in- 
fuUed either them or the government), both as he was 
riding along the ftreet, and in his own houfe ; and 
one citizen in particular, whom I could name, was 
in the year 1794, with much difficulty, prevented 
' from coming to Philadelphia Xojhoot hint The good 
' citizens of Norfolk (with the then Mayor at their 
head) marched in mob array to attack the houfe of 
theBritifh Conful ; and did aclually, like a Pari^ 
caiiaille of cut throats, demand a victim to their 
wrath to be delivered up to tiiem. The vi^im ap- 
peared well armed, and drove them off in difgrace. 
*— The citizens of Charlcrton burnt Mr. Pitt in effigy ; 
and the citizens o{ Bofton, and the Bofton Centinel, 
did abfolutely hold their tongues, and fay not a word 
againft fuch proceedings : they never advifed thetn 
in ihofe days to ^^ Jhow their feelings by negle^.^* 

There 
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There is one material difference indeed : the Bri- 
tifh Minifters and Confuls had not the honour to be 
" inftruments of the French miffionaries," which 
feems to be the only thing that fandlions the Don's 
claim to an extraordinary degree of favour and po- 
litenefs ! — ** Love me, love my dog," fays the old 
precept ; and the kind and delicate Amertcan fcems 
to think, that as it is our duty to love our dear fifler 
republic, fo we ought to love her " inflrument" 
alfo. 

After all, I am not fure that the American does not 
wifti to be underllood as treating the fubjedt ironi- 
cally : I Ihould have been certain that fuch wais his 
intention, were I not daily and hourly witnefs of 
fuch till now unheard of and inconceivable traits of 
humiliation and daftardli'nefs. 



Mr. hijion defended againjt the Attach of Bache.-^ 
To the Editor of the Aurora. — In Anfwer to the 
Queries propofed, and the Ohfervations made hj B. F. 
Bache, re/pe£ling the Condu3 of the Brit'tfh Minifler. 

ftuery. " Did not Mr, Liflon draw up the plan 
of the expedition againft the Louifianas and theFlori- 
dasr 

No. Mr. Liflon never drew up^ or fuggefted, any 
plan of any e^cpcdition whatever. 

He liftened indeed to the projecls of American 
ib^culators : he doubtlefs put into writing what 
tney fuggefled in converfation ; and if he a6ted with 
prudence, be exhibited to the parties concerned a 
copy pf what he had put upon paper, that he might 
judge whether he bad fairly and fully ftated their 
meaning. 

But this is furely different from drawing up the plan 
of an expedition : as well might it be alleged of you, 
Mr. B. F. B. that when you print an account of the 
debates in the Houfe of Reprefentativcs from the 
DPte3 which you fcribble in the Congrefs Hall, you 

Q 3 compofQ 
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compofe the harangues of the members. Now, 
though you may attempt to improve and embcllilb 
the declamations of the patriots^ and though you 
mutilate and mifreprefent the fentimeints of honcft 
men, it would not be true to fay that you adually 
drew up their Ipeeches. 

Th^ plan thus propofed to t^ie Britifti Miniftcr, 
put in vyriting by him, and communicated to his fu- 
periors (as he made no difficulty in acknowledging)^ 
regarded the Floridas^ nof houifiana. The projedl of 
an attack from Canada was never thought of till it 
was drawn up by the ingenious Knight of the diftin- 
guilhed order. 

Q. " Did not Mr. Liston take into employ Cap- 
tain Chisholm and others, citizens of the Unite^ 
States^ for the purpofe of carrying into effe6l the 

faidplanr 

No. Mr. Lifion never took, never thought himfelf 
authorized to take any ftep, of any nature, for the 
purpofe of carrying the plan into effed. He merelr 
communicated the projcdl to his Government. 

Q. " pid he not pay the paff^ge of QUJholm to 
England ?" 

. Yes. Having charged Mr. Chijholm with dis- 
patches to which he was to bring back the anfwcr, 
Mr. Lifton paid his paflage put, and no doubt wiH 
pay his paffage home if it is demanded *. 

Q. " Did not he {Mr. Lifton) recommend Mc^ 
Chijholm to his (Government ?*^ 

No. And the Committee ^re \xx pofleffipp of papery 
which we believe tend to prove, thatj, liad fuch a 



* It is even probable that the Miniver may think it right to de- 
fray Chifliplm's expenfcs while in England. But if fo, wh^n vfc 
confider the difficulties and delays that occur iii thq tranfa<ftio^i pf 
public bufinefs in old and corrupted countries, and the confequent 
probable protraction of his iby in London, we truft that the poor 
inan^s allowance will be 6f)ore liberal than Mr* B. ?. B9.Qh9 fe^ip^ 
iftcline^ to fuppofe it (twenty pounds). 

recommendation 
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tecotnmendation been afked, it would not have 
been granted. 

' Q. , " Were not commiffions promifed to others, 
citizens of the United States ?" 

No. None were promifed either to citizens or 
laliens. What hopes may have been entertained by 
ianguine projedors, or what loofe converfation may 
have taken place an^ong them in their moments of 
confidential intercourfe, is a different queftjon. 
None of the number, it is believed, would nave the 
^fllirance to fay that they ever imparted their goldeYi 
dreams to the Britifti Minifter ; and there would be 
injuftice in rendering him refponfible for their extra- 
vagancet ^ 

Q. "And were not overtures made in behalf of 
^r. Lifion to one perfon, if npt niore, aSlually in the 
fay of the United States ?'" 

Mod affuredly not-^-not by Mr. Lifton's authority 
or with his knowledge. If Mr. Bache would men- 
tion particulars, and fpecify names, confutation 
would be eafy. Ip the m^an time th^e thing appears 
to approach to a moral impoffibility. The promoters 
qf the fcheme for attack on the Spanifli territory, 
^s propofed to the Britifh Minifler, Ibem to have 
been of the nuipber of thofe who call thcmfelves the 
friends of liberty, the aflertors of the rights of oian, 
the only genuine lovers of their country ; and of 
courfe, you know, the worll encmips of Britifli 
cpnne^ion^, Is it to be fuppofecj then, that a Brfr- 
tifli Minifter newly arrived (for Mr. Lifton had not 
beeii eight months in the country vyhen this bufinefs 
commence^) would have da^ed to make over- 
tures \o TQi^xx ofthi^ defcription, and thofe too ac- 
tually in the fay of the United States? You might as 
foqn make me believe that Mr. Lifton has the cuf- 
tom of thrufting his fift into every hornet's neft he 
(^qies near, or that he bounces uninvited into the 

Cr^ i^eeting^ 
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meetings of the Democratic Society of Philadcl'^ 
phia. , 

No, my good man ! if any overtures were made 
on that occafim^ they were made to Mr. Lifton, not 
hy bim. iVbw, indeed, that he has acquired a compe- 
tent knowledge of the principles and characters of thd 
fa6lion, it would not be furprifing if he aflumed 
more courage and trod more boldly. For my owtt 
part I fhould not flare if I heard that he had made 
fuccefsful advances to the moft renowned of theit 
champions, the immaculate Benjamin Franklin Bacht 
himfelf. 

Q. " Were not overtures made in behalf of Mr. 
Liflon to perfons influential among the Indians ?'* 

Never with his confent or knowledge. 

Q. " And were not the Savages to be employed 
in the expedition ?" 

This was propofed, and obje(5ted to. 

Q. ** Was not Chijholm the bearer of Mr. Lifiofis, 
fanr 

No. ChiJIiohn was the bearer of his own plan and 
that of his aflbciates. 

Q. " And did Mr. Lifionexpvcfs in his difpatchcs 
to his fuperiprs, any doubts of the propriety of carrying 
it into cffc& out ofrefpe£l to the United States, or froffl 
motives of humanity /*" 

Yes. He flated thefe very motives, and expreflTed 
his doubts fo flrongly as to induce his fuperiors tq 
throw afide the plan. This appears from the aft- 
fwer he received trom them. 

Q. " Were not his doubts entirely confined to 
the degree of confidence proper to be reppfed in 
Chi/holni^ whom he began to diftruftyV//? before hiS 
departure ?'' 

No. A flight comparifpn of dates will fliow that 

this could not pofllbly be the cafe. — Mr. Liftori^ 

dilpatches, containing the doubts which damned the 

projedl, were forwarded in January; whereas Mn 

2 Chifholm'si 
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Cbirtiolm*8 departure (and of courfe the doubts fup* 
pofed to have ^ntenjuft before it) did not take place 
till the latter end of March, or the beginning of 
April. 

Q. ^* When called upon by our Government to 
declare whether he knew any thing of fuch an expe* 
dition, did not he (Mr. Lifton) at firft unequivo- 
cally deny it, then affert that though fome fuch plaa 
Jiad been propofed to him, he had difcouraged it .^" 

Here it is eirential to make a diftindion which 
JMr. Bache is anxious to confound. 

Our Government mentioned to Mr. Lifton, that 
• the Spanifli Envoy pretended " an expedition was 
preparing on the Lakes for an attack on the Spanijh 
Pq/ts. in Upper Louijiana'' 

The Britirti Minifler made anfwer, that he know 
af no fuch preparations^ and did not ielieve they ex-- 
ifted. 

He faid true, no fuch preparations were ever 
made ; no fuch expedition was ever thought of. 

At a certain diftance of time he is afked to fay 
whether fome other expedition bad not been in agi- 
tation. He anfwers, that another had indeed been 
propofed fmeaning the proje<fted attack on Florida)^ 
put that the idea had not been approved of. 

There is in all this nothing of contradidion or ixi- 
csonfiftency. It is the plain and fimpJe truth. 

And every part of your premifes being thus fhowtf 
to be groundlcfs or irrelevant, your conclulions, of 
courfe, muft fall to the ground. 

Your indecent accufation of the Secretaiy of State, 
Tcfting, as it does, on the fame bafelels fabric^ is 
involved in the equal ruin. 

** Mr. Pickering (you fay) was ^earJy acquainted 
with Mr. Lifton 8 plan. He well knew its cxift- 
fcnce befqrc be m^4^ ^ny inquiry of the Britifh Mi- 

Noir 
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Now it is impoffible the Secretary could have any 
knowledge of a proje<5led expedition frt^m Canada 
agatnfi Upper Loutftanay for the plain reaibn that na 
fuch plan ever exifted. 

And he had no knowledge of the propofed attack 
on the Floridas till the difcovery of Blount's letter ; 
immediately after which, he made the inquiry of Mr, 
Lifton, which produced an avowal of the fa6t under 
the Minifter's own hand. 

In all this there is nothing but what is proper, and 
indeed meritorious. But I feel that I muft ofFen^ 
Colonel Pickering by pooping to defend him ^gain^. 
yoqr calumny, 

Satu^idat, a^ September* 

Monroe^s Baggage-'^r'-^For Porcupinis Gazette^ 
Philadelphia^ 30/A Auguft^ 1797.— The Irifli demo- 
crat to whom the following letter wa^s ^ddceffed^ will 
not, I hope, be offended at my handing it to you for 
publication, feeing that I have erafed all the names 
of private cbaraders ; and, as it is not a letter of fuch 
great importance as required filing away, I hope he 
will excufe me for thus indulging my wifhes to let 
the public fee what were the fentiments of th^ people 
of Richmond, in Virginia, on the arrival qf Cifizen 
"Monroe, alias ** le Due de Chanteloufs'* baggagp 
at that place. But, lefl a clamour fhould be railed 
about a breach of private confidence ; or exaggerate^ 
ilories fhould be told about the m^nn^ in which th^ 
owner became deprived of the letter, I conceive my- 
felf bound, not only to fay how it fell into my hands, 
but to aifure the democrat that I will at any time 
make him fatisfadlory acknowledgments for the li- 
berty that I have taken. Meeting the pei^ny-poft 
yeflerday, on my way to the cofFee-houfe, I took my 
letters, four in number, from him in theflreet^ and 
proceeded to open them as I walked on. On open- 
Vig the laii, I difcovered from the f^gnature that \ 
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miift have committed a miftake, and which, on cx-» 
.amining the fupcrfcription, was immediately cx^ 
plained ; my name and the democrat's being fr0^ 
fi/eJy thefame^ though our frofejjims are as different 
as o\jiV principles. I turned inftantly to purfue tho 
poft, in order to feal and return the letter, but he 
was not to be feen. Having, on turning over the 
pages of this, to mer, entertaining epiftle, feen the 
name of Monroe, with fundry marks of quotation^ 
and knowing the writer to be a fpeculating Jacobin 
V^ho had been miffing Ibme two or three weeks from 
the coffee-houfe, my curiofity to run it over after I 
got home became irrefiflible. Conceiving that the 
baggage part of it is fit for nothing but public animad- 
verfion, I feel no fcruples about the propriety of 
fending the letter entire, and juft as I oj>ened it, to 
you. And it is to be hoped, that the democrats will 
have more modefty than to fay any thing about it, 
fince they know, that, with them, fuch an adl 
would be highly applauded. E. F* 

" Dear Sir, Richmond, 24/A Aug^ifly 1 797. 
" I arrived here laft evening, without fpending a 
^ay in Greorge-town, as intended when I left Phila* 
delphia. Mr. S . , whom I wifhed moft to fee, 
having gone to Annapolis the day before my arrival, 
and having an agreeable party in the ftage as far as 
Fredericklburgh, I concluded, after a late hour, to 
come on^ which mufl be my apology for not writing 
to yop from thence. Spending a few days in and about 
Frederic jclburgh, I came on with Mr. , in bis 

carriage. IJnderflanding, on my arrival laft even- 
ing, that . ,. ^ . was at home, and that there has. 
never been lefs water known in James River than at 
this moment, it ftruck me that no better opportunity 
pould poffibly offer to examine the lituation of the 
property on the canal and its vicinity, which we have 
underftood is to be difpofed of by different perfons. 
In confequence, I concluded, urgent as I know our 
J)afincls at ifayettevilic is^ before I go to Tcnnef- 
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fee, to fjfcnd the forenoon of this day. in making the 
nceeffary examination. This, I am pleafed to tell 
you, I have done to my entire fatisfadtion ; no per- 
fon in town having the leafl knowledge of me until 
this evening. On palling about the mills and diftil- 
lery, I threw myfelf as a fauntering flranger and 

carelefs obferver in the way of , whom, you 

know, I wiflied more than any other perfon to fee 
at this «place. I afie^ed not to notice him; but 
prefcntly aiked, as if by chance, a queflion that I 
lufpe6ted would produce obfervations on the fubjedts 
dbout which I wilhed information. I was not dif- 
appointed. In the courfe of a converfation that was 
very defultory on my part, he was given to undet- 
ftand that I was from a different part of the United 
States, and of very different purfuits from what I 
am. More I need not fay now, only that I fhaU 
endeavour to return, if poffible, fo as to fall in with 
him on his paflage to Philadelphia ; a journey that I 
found he intends to take about the meeting of Con- 
grefs. He has much of the gentleman about him, 
with a great appearance of opennefs and candour ; 
but I fufpedt that he is a man of very fanguine 
ichemes. The property on the canal is, beyond all 
queiiion, immenfely valuable. 

*^ The forenoon being fpent in this way, and hav- 
ing DO other bufinefs here, I mixed in the courfe of 
the afternoon with different claffes of the citizens 
of the town and country, as they were converfiujg 
freely in fmall parties on the fhady fide of the flreet ; 
as well as at two or three billiard-tables. I was not 
a little furprifed, you may be fure, to find every 
where the converfation to be on the fubjedl of our 
friend Monroe's baggage, which had arrived this 
morning, and, from the furprifing quantity, had aU 
trailed the attention of the inhabitants. 1 muft fup- 
pofe, and therefore hope, that the accounts in circu- 
tetion on this fubje<Sl h^vebeeu greatly exaggerated, 

tbougl^ 



though they wercprecifely the fame in all companies, 
viz. '^That there are now ftored feventy-fix p^kages, 
*' and that it is not near all which he brought m with 

. ** him.'* For it would give me great concern to find 
this current report to be flridily true ; not that I think 
that any appearance of the increafed wealth of this 
fnanly^ independent^ and viriuom citizen, ought*o lefTen 
that unbounded confidence ^yhich the true y>^//r/Wf of 
America have in him ; but, becaufe it will give the An- 
'glo-monarchico-artftocratic parly a fine handle to ca^ 
iaimmate and Jatirize this faithful patriotic fervant^ 
who has delerved fo well of France and the uneor- 
rupted part of America. I f that horri ble befpat terer of 
honeft patriotic fame^ Porcupine^ (hould hear of this 
affair, what nuts will it be for him ! I dread io fee 
the piBure that he would draw of it« For really, if 
the whole of the packages now ftored in one of the 
largeft warehoufes in town, are filled with nothing 
but the baggage and furniture of Citizen Monroe 
and his family, it will very ill comport with the hu- 
mility of a republican charadler. I therefore moft 
fincerely wilh, for confiftency's fake, that it had 
been fent by different veffels, and in fmaller cargoes, 
and to different merchants : — for would you believe 
that feventy-fix packages jwere adlually counted by 
one of the ariftocrats, a merchant, this morning ? 
At leafl this is the report ; and forae of them are fo 
cnormoufly large, that I faw myfelf a gentleman 

. upon an elegant curioufly marked horfe (and who 
appeared to be a good hoi feman) nearly thrown in 
the flreets; fo frightened was his horfe at the ap- 
pearance of fome of the packages as pafling along 
upon drays. But what irritated me more than 
any thing elfc was, the many very ill-natured remarks 
which I heard. One faid that *^ it was only the 
*^ van of this very humble democrat^ l^^gg'^^g^ •" ^"d it 
is affirmed with confidence, that it is but a fmall pror- 
portion of what he brought to Philadelphia. Others 

** wondered 
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" wondered if Mr. Monroe \Vas found a vcflet \>y 
*^ Government, as it appeared that he mull liave had 
** one fo himfeUV — " The freight/' faid fome mer- 
thants, " upon the feventy-fix packages how here^ 
^* would, according to the cotnmon rule o( charging 
** amount to at leafl 4000 dollars — Is it reafonable 
^* that fcch a cargo Ihould have been brought for 
** any individual at the public expenfe T'-^-** 'Tis a 
*• much greater fum/' faid another^ " than ever Mr. 
•' Monroe was worth, or could have commanded at 
** any one time of his life before he went to 
*' France/'— *' All I know," laid a fourth, '* is, that it 
** is a d — d deal more than he took with him."—* 
" Would you have had him tu have declined pur- 
" chafing the forniture of fome of the nobility who 
•' had loft their heads, becaufe he might have been 
** permitted to get it for little or nothing ?" replied a 
fifth. *' Or," rejoined a fixth, *' would you havd 
** had him to have been fo uncivil as to refufe a compli- 
" ment, if offered, from his friends JS^rr^j and Co* 
*' at parting ?" In fhort, Sir, I heard fo many fevere, 
illiberal, and ill natured things faid, that, but for my 
refolution not to difcover myfelf, I fhould have en- 
tered warmly into a juftification o( our patriot friend*s 
condudl and principles. And I was extremely dif- 
gufted to find, that not one of the very few republican^ 
in this place had the refolution to fay any thing in 
his favour : on the contrary, the two or three whom 
I faw, fneak^d out of every company, on hearing 
the laugh fet np, with a — ** There's your marks ^ 
•* democracy for you ! there's your modefi democratic 
'^ republican^ with a little Ihip-load of baggage and 
" furniture, while that arijiocrat^ General Marfhall, 
" is gone out in a veflTel, the cabin of which is fo 
" crammed with cargo-goods, that the pafTengers can 
," fcarcely pafs and repafs each other, and with only 
" one chefl of baggage." — " But," interrupted ano- 
ihcr /neerer, *^ to be fure great allowances ought to 

^'be 



** be made for the increafed wealth of a Minifter 
** returning from a nation celebrated for their bounty 
•* on certain octafims^ and to whom he had rendered 
^^ himfelf fo defervedlydear, that they could not con- 
*^ ceal their chagrin and refentment at his recall.— 
*^ What harm then, if he fhould have accepted of a 
^ few articles on taking leave of his dear Barras 
^ and Co. juft by way of keep-fakes ?*^ To repeat all 
that I heard on this trifling and truly unimportant 
circumftance, would fwell this addrefs, already be- 
yond the ufual bounds of a letter, to an unreafon- 
^ble length. I will therefore only add, that 1 intend 
going to Peterfburgh in the morning'; our friend, the 
tonly perfon to whom I have made myfelf known, 
having this evening kindly offered to give me a feat 
in his finglc-horfe chaife. From thence I muft hire 

a horfe to Fayctteville, &c* ; for Mr. -, by whom 

I expected to have been accommodated, as he pro- 
taifed when in Philadelphia laft winter, has gone, 
I underfland, fome diflance in the Upper Country 
«ipon fome law bulinefe- 

** You wiH, no doubt, (how this to Citizen 
Swanwick, who will as certainly communicate to 
Citizen Monroe that part which relates to him — and 
if the reliduc of his baggage has not already been 
Aiippcd for this place, I think he will fee the pro- 
priety of forwarding it to Frederickfburgh, where he 
nas more friends^ and from whence, I am told, the 
diftance to CharlotteviUe is very little more than 
from this place. I would recommend your not fay^ 

ing any thing to Mr. ^bout purchafing hi^ 

property on the canal until my return. But you 
may continue to advance with apparent relu^ance, 
from time to time, as his neceflities will require, at 
leaft to the amount which we concluded upon before 
Hicpartf^d. 

" I am. Sec/' 

Monday, 
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Monday, 4*^ September. 

The revolutionized Dutch. — Moft of the BataviatI 
Iroops deftined for the Batavian expedition, have 
reached the Helder and Texel, where to-morrow 
morning a heginning will be made to embark them 
onboard the tranlports which are ready fbr fei* 
General Daendels has not yet returned from Zwoll, 
whither he is gone to inquire into the circumftances 
which have induced the troops quartered in that 
town, io oppojh their intended embarkation ; two cona- 
panies of the troops at Delft have likewife refufed t0 
go on board the tranfports. 

The provincial adminiftration of Holland ha6 
publilhed a reply to the letter of the Convention, 
wherein the province of Holland -m;/?^ threatened with 
military execution^ in cafe the arrears of contributiod 
were not immediately difcbarged by that province, i 

Remarks. — Now what honell heart does not re- 
joice at this treatment of the Dutch ? — Military exB* 
cuiion! that^ right, that's good, thgfsjuft ! Thefe 
are muddy-headed, cowardly, ungrateful villains, 
who opened their gates to the iavages of Gaul, and 
who bafely attempted the life of the defcendant of 
thofe who had made them a nation, %nd who had 
ever been their Ihield and buckler. Squeeze them^ 
good Carmagnoles ; I pray you fqueeze them, till 
you have got the very marrow of their bones. Bleed 
them, good guillotineers, till, like the patients of our 
famous Sangrado, they are fit for nothing but a cof- 
fin. Leave not a drop in their veins ! leave not a 
iingle drop, for the love of liberty ! fhave them an 
inch beneath the Ikin : rafp down their blubber 
cheeks till they are fhapen like your own mon|cey 
jowls. You are all brethren now, and you Ihould 
all look alike, left ftrangers Ihould fufpe(3: there are 
baftards in the family. If they are too thick and 
fliort, hang them up an hour or two to ftretch. 

Vhuee 
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Venice and Pnrma. — We learn with aftonifliment, 
that befldcs the heavy contributions which we are 
forced to pay the French^ th<iy have yet added claims 
upon the produitions of the arts. The lions in bronzti 
at the arfenal-, the borfes of the fame metal, which 
we took in 1300 from Conftantinople, forty paint- 
ings at their owh difcretion, belides manufcripts and 
other antiquities, mufl: be ready at the Ihorteft notice 
for the fleet going to Toulon, a fleet which we once 
called our own. The Duke of Modena feems very 
tranquil, though he has been taken by his former 
vaflais for debt. The Duke of Parma is the only 
one who efcapes for the prefent, in confequence of 
the alliance between Spain and the French re- 
public. • 

Remark-^Tlm is'vtTong. The Duke of Parma 
ftiould not have e/caped ; they all deferve to be treated 
alike. Only think of their laying their dear fingers 
on the lions in brotize, that the poor Venetians were 
fo proud of ! It was, however, a charity to take away 
^very thing that fcrved to remind them of their for- 
mer glory. I wifh it never may be a charity to efface 
from the minds of Americans the recolledlion of theit 
courage and fortitude during the revolutionary war. 

Lyons. — From the complexion of feveral of the 
Paris journals, it appears that France is in confider- 
ftble agitation ; the caufe is faid to be the return of 
fwaf Iftw of emigrant priefls, who have been preaching 
tl^ thip neceflity of refloring the old government, and 
have in fome places incited the people to open rebeU 
^Ofi againft the DireSlorj. At Lyons, and in the neigh* 
boiiring departments, many perfons have loft their 
lives; but the conflitutcd authorities are uniting to 
fupprefs thefe licentious proceedings. 

Remarks. — Thus it appears that poor Lyons [is 
again to be devaftated. Its ftreets ran with blood in 
1794; but this was not enough. It is again to be 

v^L. viu H dragooned, 
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dragooned, under the pretext of fuppreffing its t(fbeU 
liousfprlL Rebellion, againft whom ? The milcre- 
ants of this infernal age have changed the meaning 
of words. Slavery is. become liberty, treafon is bq.- 
come patriotifm, and loyalty rjsbellion. 

Emhajfy to Lille. — London^ July 13. One of the 
Paris journals, fpeaking of the negotiation, fays, 
** The Britifti Cabinet has had the courage to fend 
back Lord Malmfbury to treat with the Republic. — 
Lord M . has had the courage to accept this miffion ; 
and the Directory, efleemed, relpeded, and feared 
throughout Europe, has had the courage, owing to 
its love of peace, not to treat with the contempt it , 
merits, this want of refpeSl on the part of an encmjp 
whp fues for peace, who is in want of it, but who 
demands it with infolence.^* 

Remarks. — Want of refpefl ! Infolence ! what ! 
to Regicides ? The mufhroon tyrants are ftung to fee 
that England cannot, like the reft of their enemies, be 
brought on her knees, — Na; England will maki^ 
will command an honourable peace, or fhe will make 
none ; and all that our fell fcoundrel Bache fays 
refpedling her deferting of Portugal, is as falfe as hi« 
hireling heart*. 

jidet and Talleyrand. — P arts ^ July 14. We arc 
aflured that the Directory has juft made a change in 
the Minifters, and has named for foreign afFair»:JI/. 
Talleyrand Perigord, formerly Biihop of Autun ; for 
tiie marine, M. de Hoc, Ex-minifler of France at 
the Court of Berlin ; and Minifter of Jufticc, M. 
Defmuniers, Ex-conftituent. It is added that the 
Diredory will keep Ramel as Minifter of Finance. 

M. Adet, our Ambaflador at Philadelphia, appean 
not to have brought with him the friendftiip of our 
Ji^erSf the Republics of the United States ; but tQ 
make up for this^ he is arrived at Paris^ accompanied 
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S^fth difFeretit rare animals, fuch as a.- 
fnake, and three rattlefnakes, Thqs, if he has not 
the coiifolation to enrich our diplomatic cabinet with 
a treaty of friendihip between us and the Americans^ 
Ijic has at leaft that df peopling our menagerie with 
fbme mifchievous rephles. There is nothing like a 
Republic; it knows how to make the moji of every 
thing. 

Remarks. — Now, Reader, don't fet this back ftroke* 
at republicani/rn dov^nio my accoujfit. It is extracted 
ftom a Bofton paper, for which it was tranflated fronv 
the French. The Parifians, you fee, begin to talk 
a little cavalierly upon the tender fubjed; and I 
would have you prepare your mind for further im- 
pertinencies of the lame nature ; for republicanifm 
is certainly on the decline at Paris, and the w;ord will 
ere long be baniftied by the French to the regiqns of 
burlefque- 

. Talleyrand Perigord is now Minifter of Foreign Af-- 
fairs. Citizen Adet did not expefl this when he 
ufed to make the poor apoftate Bifliop kick his lame 
heel in his entry at Philadelphia. Now Perigord's 
turn is come ; the citizen muft blow his fingers at 
the apoftate's door, and may very probably bccom? 
his fhoeWack. 

Genoa. — While the French Government journal 
would' perfuade us that General Bonaparte and the 
French Republic have not operated the revolutionary 
movements of Genoa, ihc provijional government oi 
that frovifional democracy thank General Bonaparte, 
«tid the French Republic, ybr having efficacioujfly co- 
operated in the regeneration of the country. 

Remarks. — ^That's right. Robbing you. is not 
enough ; they fliould infult you befides, and they 
will do it too. The filly Genoefe would not believe 
Admiral Hervey, when he told them that the fans- 
culottes would make a prey of them fooneror later. 

H 2 They 
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They looked bltifTth^frt, prated atstofut their neutrattiy^ 
and boafled of; their independence and their batteries. 
Now where are all t^icfe fine things ? I would hold 
the fate of this little pitiful republic up as an example 
to this country, btit I am afraid it would be ufeleft. 
The fraternizing fcoundrels will have their arms 
round us, in fpite of all that can be faid or done^ if 
John Bull makes peace with them. 

Spanijh Prize. — London, July ti. Saturday, Cap- 
tain Paget, of the navy, arrived at the Admi- 
ralty-office with difpatches from the Earl of St. Vin-* 
cent, containing an account of ftfteinal captures nnade 
by'theEnglifh; 'The OfHcet tdfo brought advice, 
that the Raven brig, commanded by Captain Jarbes, 
had taken ^ Spanilh galleon worth 300,000/. ftcr- 
ling! 

Remarks 4 — That's a good haul, fays John BtdL 
Put it ii:\ your pouch, John, there's a good fellow, 
and don't fquander it away upon a neft of German^ 
and Dutch, and Italian rafcals. Stop till markets 
arc low, John, and then buy Breft, or Toulon, or 
Dunkirk, with it. But get fure poffeffion before you 

l?ay- 

French Gull-trap. — ^Joseph Anthony Idltnger, 
Civil Ordonnator of the Northern Department in the 
Ifland of St. Domingo, to Citizen Mozard, Conful 
of the French Republic at Bofton. 
Citizen, 

I feize the opportunity offered me by Citizen ^ » i| 
who returns to America, to deiire you to encourage 
the merchants rcfiding in the different ports witbia 
your confular precin<5l, to fend here falted provifions, 
that article being very fcarce now. ; 

Our cultivation has been much improved of late, 
and fuch merchants as would fpecalate on this objedl 
may depend on a real benefit. 

Republican 



SEPTCMBER, 1797. i<^% 

Refnhlican virtue and clofe application to agricul- 
ture are the order of the day among the French of 
Hifpaniola, and the value of colonial produce during 
the fifth year has been tenfold to what it was during 
the courfe of the fourth. This is the true fituation 
of the department intrufled to my care. 

Greeting and friendfhip. 
(Signed) Idlinger. 

Remarks. — ^Yes, yes. Citizen, all this is very fine ; 
but we have tafted rather too feverely of your " r^- 

fubUcan virtue^' to be caught in your trap again. 

So you want more ^^falted provifiotiy* do you ? And 
you Ihink that a vulgar canting fcrawl, with liberty at 
the top of it, will inveigle our merchants into your 
pofts? No, no, poor devil, you may ftarve for 
them. Your liberty has no longer any charms. It 
k become a mofl: deteftable thing, fince we havo 
loft twenty millions of dollars by it. The Ihop-win- 
dows in Philadelphia are no longer filled with tri- 
colourcd cockades. 



Tuesday, 5* September. 

Barney s Cowardice. — Extra6l of a letter from Nor- 
folk, 24th Auguft. — *^ You will, without doubt, 
have ere this feen in the newfpapers, the vaunting 
letter of Commodore Blockade. He tells his friend 
that he has efcaped the vigilance of the Britifh, which 
is well enough to amufe the filly and yet duped po- 
pulace of fome of our feaport towns ; hwXyou fhould 
oe informed of the real flate of the cafe. The fa<St 
is, the Commodore and his crews, or rather \{\s>gangs^ 
grew tired of a port where fhamc and contempt at- 
tended them at every fiep ; and in order to deliver 
them from this uneafy and difgraceful durance, a 
mode move/afe than that of fighting their way out, 
was fallen upon. 

*^ In fome chapter (God know? which) of the 

H3 law 
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law of nations it is written, that the veflfels of one 
belligerent power fhall not ufe the waters of a neu- 
tral ftate to block up the veffels of another bellige-* 
rent power. With this, for us, fortunate provifion in 
band, the French Conful here applied to the federal 
Government to clear the mouth of our harbour. This 
application produced a letter from the Britifli Minif- 
tcr, requeuing Commodore Mowat to retire from 
within the waters of the United States (that is to fay^ 
nine miles from the fhore), and let the /cum fwim out. 
** The Commodore complied ; and this it was that 
gave the red-headed blunderer an opportunity of 
getting off, and not either his addrefs or his courage. 
The Britifh veffels were reduced to hvo a fortnight 
before he failed, and of thofe two neither wasa^/^ 
ofihe line J as hefalfely afferts. Commodore Mowat^ 
!fliipis a fifty gun, and the other a frigate o fiefs force 
thaneithier of the vauiUing Gallico-Americans ; and 
the number of men on hoard were not nearly equal to 
ihat of his crews: fo that his force was, for the laft 
fifteen days, at leaft, affually fuferior to that of the 
enemy by whoip be ha/elyfuffered himfelfto be blockadedj^ 
and whofe vigilance he even boajls having efcaped. 

* " So much for Barney's bravery. He is brave, 
my dear Sir, when he meets a defencelefs merchant- 
man, or when a poor negro, who has the dreadful 
niisfortune of being his flave, is crouching beneath 
his lafti; biit that kind of bravery that manfuMy 
meets its match, and fcorns to yield unwounded even 
io fuperioi: force, he knows no more than a hog 
knows of cleanlinefs, or a republican Frenchman 
of freedom and humanity.** 

French and Spani/h Fraternity. — Extradl of a letter 
from the Havanna, dated the 14th ult.— ** The Ihip 
Afia has been recaptured a few days ago in the Old 
Straits, by a Providence privateer, who fent bet 
for that port, where no doubt Ibc mufl be fafe ar- 
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lived. The privateer that took her arrived two days 
before the prize-tnafter of the fliip, who \^as put on 

;l!K>ard an Ariierican fchooner by the Englilh. 1 he 
French are almofi diftraBed on account of the lofs of that 

frip. The privateers that were here (cxct^pt one) are 
gone to cruife on your coaft for the fall Ihips from 
England. A few days Ti^ofeven American vejfehfrom 
Jamaica were fent in here by one privateer ; they ure 
immediately fold under fecurlty of their condemnation 
being procured from the Cape, which is a thing of 
courfe *.'* 

The Death of Burke. — ^The death of the Right 
Hon. Edmund Burke has been fomc days an 
nounced to the public through the channel of other 
papers. The news having been taken from a .fanf- 
eulotte paper of Newcaftle, I was in hopes it was 
falfe ; but with the lincereft forrow am compelled, 
from papers that I have fince fcen, to believe it but 
too true. 

The exit of this great man, the moft eloquent of 
orators, and the profoundeft of ftateimen ; the or- 
nament of his country, and the prop of linking li- 
berty, morality, and religion : this, cruel llroke of 
the ruthlefs deftroyer has, as might be expelled, 
called forth the exulting malice of the ft ill more 
ruthlefs fons of liberty and eqnaliiy. When the 
c^gle falls from his lofty perch, birds o( ignoble 

* I dare fay this Will be produced as a proof of the " returning 
fpirit of moderation and jujlke in our allies.'* 1 dare fay it will, 
* cot only by Bache and Greenleaf, the confelTed hirelings of France, 
t>ut alfo by all that numerous and equivocal fpecies of newfmon- 
cers falfely ftyled impartial. The pigeon livercd gentry are fighting 
lor nothing but a reconciliation with our dear difp^eafed filler ; they 
ftand watching for a moment's ceflation of her blows to rufii into 
her arms, to bang fobbing on her neck, and befeech her to forgive 
iDur tranfgreflions. My dear whining genjtlemen, when you put up 
your peritions for the nations in general, don't include me, I pray 
^ou^ I will pever knuckle ta the plundering^ ilabbing ilrumpet. 

H 4 flight 
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flight infultingly flutter frorn tbt^ir hidden roofis; tbc? 
owl hoots, and the bii^zzard croak$ for joy. 

The literary buzzard, through vvhoie foul vehicle 
Mr. Burke's death was firll communicated to the 
public, takes the following malicious peck at his tno- 
mory : " Our obituary of this week^' fays he, " an-^ 
** nounces the exit of Edmund Burke, the great, bui 
** eccentric orator and author^ at one time the redoiibt- 
^^ ed champion of public liberty, and in the evening of 
** his life ITS venal anp detkrminkd foe." 

Moft certainly the memory of Edmund Burke 
fl:ands in need of no defence; yet, gratitude for the 
pleafureandinftru6iionI have derived from his Her- 
culean, invaluable, and immortal labours, impels 
ine, and will ever impel me, as long as I have the 
means, to give publicity to whatever may tend to the 
ihame and confufion of his bafe and rcmorfelefs ca- 
lumniators. 

With this motive it is, that I fhall here fubjoin a. 
defence of Mr. Burke's conjijhncy, from the letters of 
Thonias Townfe^idy Efq. It may notb^ amifs to ob- 
ferve previoufly, that the charge of inconfifieticy ia, 
the only one which his vile llanderers ever think of 
bringing againft him. 

This is the old worn-out mpnotone firing on which 
they are everlaftingly harping. It has for years pafl: 
been the Alpha and Omega of all the feditions para- 
graphs, pamphlets, and liarangues of the fcribbling 
andfpouting Jacobins of Britain. 

'^ But," fays Mr. Townfend, " in all he faid 
and did refpc61ing America, there was not a Angle 
fentiment, impliedly or directly, favouring of the fa- 
vage eccentricities which are broached with fomuch 
' rage by modern theorifls. There were no allufions 
to vifionary dodlrines of government ; no abfira6k 
imaginary rights; no wanderings through infinite, 
fpace, tojoflJeupon new expedients in legiflation. 
In uo one page of his writings at that period, can 

b^ 
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be found any chimerical defignations for the perfec- 
tion of human nature ; in none of his volumes can 
you difcover man unfledged, and plucked of all hi& 
habitudes, modes of mind, and difpofition of heart 
— {landing an abftracSl crop^ a rifled metaphyfical 
thing, to be forged and hammered into any fantaflic 
ihapeto which the decree qf a Convention may dooni 
him. Till Mr, Burke can be convi6led of flumber- 
ing in his mind, and having his dreams difturbed 
with the incubus, of theory, and his fancy fwarming 
with all forts of monftrous phantoms of govern-^ 
ment, I mufl defy you, or any man, be he who he 
will, to prove his dereli6lion of his principles. 

** I proceed now to inquire in what degree this 
gentleman's condudt, immediately fince the French 
revolution, accords or difagrees with that which haa 
diflinguifhcd his political life. It is unneceflary for 
roe to premife thofe tbrbes of languifliing authority 
which preceded that extraordinary occurrence ; they 
are well known to the world. The ancient and ve- 
nerable column of French royalty, covered imth the 
hoar of innumerable agesy was thrown from its bafe. 

« Pu(h*d by a wild race 

*' From off its bafe, 

" Rome, like a giant ftatue, fell. 

*' Its mighty fall crumbled its ancient buttrefles, 
the nobility and the clergy, in the dull ; and the 
noife of its ruin thundered awfully in the ears of Eu- 
rope. 

" This aftoniihingruin was no fooner efFe^led, with- 
out any provident regard to fupply the want of its 
old control being taken, when all the pa6is andfeEls 
that ebb and flow by the moouj opened each his (lock 
in trade ; and theories and fyftems of government 
were, as Falftaff' fays, to be bought as cheap as 
(linking fifh. Some of thereadieft handicraft legif- 
hXox% propofed the re-ele6tion of the flump of the 

H 4 ^^^v 
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old column, chipped and mutilated as it was. Ac* 
cordingly it was fet up, and a mod lugubrious cari- 
cature of mouarcby it was. Englifhmen, too fatur* 
nine in their nature to work levities themfelves, have 
ever trufted to France, the European warehoufe of 
follies, for what they^ did not care to invent ; and 
hardly had this fcene been performed in Paris, when 
congratulations and addreflfes were uttered without 
number from fome philofophical politicians in Lon- 
don, to thofe of the fame fc6l in France. Thefe 
adventurers in gratulation, thefe unfuborned volun-^ 
teers in panegyric, did not wait to fee what was 
compounding by the chemical politicians in Paris t 
the caldron was fmoking ; and how it was heated, 
or what its contents were, it was not worth the la-r 
hour of thofe generous gentlemen to inquire : they 
had praife enough to bcftow ; and they knew there 
was no cQmmodity in which thpy were fo rich, and, 
could part with, with fo magnanimous an indiffer- 
ence to the propriety of diftribution. They faw 
every thing that was going on in France through the 
thick fog which furrounded it : all was undclined 
and vaft in this haze ; and fo much greatnefs was 
conlidered as imitable, without allowing any thing 
for the vapoury medium, which exaggerated by falfe 
bulk the limits of what was beheld. While the Ic^r 
^flators of France were thus--:- 

^* murdering impoffibility tp make 

*' mat could not be flight work j 

new do6lrines were broached in this country, and 
the pulpit of Chriftian Peace, and the board of poli- 
tical feafls and revelling, wereincongruoufly aflixed 
as places meet for the promulgation of fuch opi- 
nions. 

** That the 9le<9:ion of our Kings, cafhiering them 
when the people are out of humour with them, and 
framing a government for themfelves, were fani^ioned 

3 ^7 
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by the Britifli conftitution, was confidently nsain- 
tained. Notions io flagrantly falfe were thus inftil- 
ling into the public mind, while the great mafs oftlm 
nation was paffively flumbcring in a milled, lethar* 
gic indiiFerence to the public danger : fo deleterious 
a poifon called for a rapid and eiiicient antidote: 
the period was interefting, alarming, and abound- 
ing. In France every thing was overcafl*, porten* 
tous, and uncertain : a doubtful (hade of confufioa 
obfufcated the times, and through the gloom the 
dogs of havock were heard to hovA^^ue canes ululare 
per umbram. In England his Majefiy's right to the 
hereditary throne of his anceflors was a common* 
place difcuflSon among the clubs of the day. Sum- 
moned by fuch a terrifying neceffity, Mr. Burke op- 
pofed himfelf to thofe flagitious difcuflions, which 
would have been (if not combated at that jun6lure) 
the heralds of a revolution in this country. He 
was, if this ufe of Plato's term may be allowed, the 
Dne on this great occaflon. 

t* When tempefts of commotion, like the fouth 
^* Borne with black vapour^ do begin to melt, 
7* And drop upon our bare unarmed heads, 

fuch a man is an hoft : he unrolled the fcroll of the 
Britifli conftitution, explained the Ample explicit 
jcompadl between all the orders and members of the 
community, and expounded the true conftitutional 
import of each auguft period, which hasfecured with 
additional ramparts the invaluable treafure of Britifli 
liberty. He looked into the very eflence of govern- 
xnent, confidered as itfliould be asaprafficalfcience; 
fliowed the wonderful c omplexity in that great com- 
pound of protc6tion and duty, the two correlative 
Jiinges upon which the happinefs of man in fociety 
muft ever turn ; andexpofed tiic jejune, bald, ftai:ve-p 
ling projects of every pert, addle-brained thedrifl:, 
lyho, rejedinff the experience of ages^ and tog 

proud 
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protid of his flatulent conceits to confidcr the naturrf 
cif aflbciated covenanied man, would make the crudi-- 
lies of his own head the (landard of iportal bappir 
nefs and wifdom. 

*^ In rendering this vaft fervicc to his country^^ 
where is his inconfiftence to be found ? During the 
American war, his love of bis country urged him to 
condemn a conflidl in violation of liberty— of Bri« 
4ifh liberty and juftice, which threatened a momen- 
tous lofs to the State. Since the French revolution, 
the fame motive, a love of his country, and her 
feedom, determined him to fland forward m their 
defence, againft all the terrors which (yawning 
wide) threatened to ingulf that conftitution which 
givestbis empire its afccndency among the nations of 
the world : againfl all the difa()rous frenzies which 
kave rocked to its bafealmoft every State in Europe, 
againft all that has been poured ivom the foul jawS 
cf every blatant bellowcr of fediti(Mi, this great man 
basftood unmoved. He has flood forward to oppoie 
the death-flood of French madnefs, to raife a mound 
againft its current, which may make it retrocede to 
its polluted fources ; and that he has done by arouf- 
jDg the 7nind o( his country* In defending the laws 
and liberties of his country, he has ihown that mo^ 
Barehy, religion, nobility, and freedom, are the well- 
twifted firands of the cable which hold the political 
bark : no one of them can fuftain, in the mighty 
whirl of State tempefls, the truft conligned to it ; it 
will yield like a cobweb ; but, whilft we keep theosi 
in the clofe-blended twift which the cautious zeal of 
our anceftors has given them, and have found 
hearts aboard, the winds may rife, and the w^teri 
foil in harmleis fublimity." 

American Ehdions. — From North-Carolina.— « 
^* Hey-day ! Mr. Printer, bad times are come about-?* 
^>ad to us poor voters, that vyc muft not eat roaft 
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pigs, lamb arid chicken pies — that a man has not x 
right to do as hepleafe. Fye upon it ! Mr. Prin- 
ted ^ this will never do. — A'nt we in a land of liberty f 
A*nt we a free people ? What did we take Corn- 
wiiHis's army for, or obtain our independence, but 
that we fhould have barbecues, with plenty of grog, 
mtioufmofi^^ aftd without price ^ whenever Mr* R. aiKl 
Mr;S. ihould oflfer for menfibers of the Aflfembly ? 
And I womld'tfe glad to know, Mr. Printer, what 
<rthergood oUr Aflembly-men do us?-:-A'nt they welt 
able to afFord it? Don't they votfe their own Way^ 
and give themfclves 25^. a day, befides their traTtl- 
ling cxpcnfes?** Ought we not therefore to have ife 
ihare ? It iB^t^ie,- o«t fheriff, on opening the poll, 
reicfe a* terrible dtfth' he fays they mu ft take before 
they ar6 ddftiitted to their feats; about giving away 
any gifts', gratuity ^dr reward^ dther direftlyor indi- 
redly ; but that' is their own look-out, and rid con- 
<5eniof'oWs; vv»C> follow the good old apoftfe*6 ad- 
1^ke-»-»-i" Eating [dtid drinking] whatever is fet befottJ 
us, alking no quteftiori for cortfci^nCe fake." — Yes 1 
Mr. R. and Mr. S. are clever, generous fellows, and 
I will vote for them all my life, if I can get barbecues^ 
and have plenty of gTog, ivithouf money and wifhoui 
price — that's the fiin of it, Mr. Printer; for who 
cmild aik it on eafier terms than for a filly vole; 
which we muft give to fomebody, and it is little mat* 
tcr to us to whom'? But I fear bad times are now 
coming on — ^bad, indeed, for they would wiih tQ 
prevent our candidates from fhowing their genero^ 
lity, mixing with the common people, levelling all 
diftinftions, andexercifiiig the true inequality of the 
rights of man. — Curfc on their ariftocratical fentt* 
jncnts, I fay. For my part, however, I am deter- 
mmed, let them fay \yhat they will, to vote for Mri 
R. as lon^ as He offers, and gives road pig and 
.i>randy, ^without money and without price.^ 

Tlius 
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Thus IS obfervaMe the decline of virtue and in^cT-- 
pcndence in our country, from whence th^ itiqfi. 
dreadful confequences muft enfue. In many couQ-- 
tries we find men, without chara<5ler, and withoCvit 
parts^ infidious in their attempts, giving barbeduea 
and a little knavifli cheer, thereby deluding the ignp^ 
rant, and cajoling them, out of their beft privilege of 
freemen. Hence we too often fee the fame mean fpfi- 
rit of eledlioncering prevailing in the legiflaturo* 
whereby the dignity and honour of the State is too 
frequently profVituted to the greateft fycophants atid 
timefervers ; and perfons deftitute of talents, virtue,, 
or refpedability, ele6ted to the higbeft offices, — Not 
many years paft it may be remembered that the le* 
giflature was cooipofed of many men of tlie firft ta-. 
lehts and information, and poflefled of true republi* 
can virtues ; but now, alas ! the bufincfs of eledliorx- 
cering has become fo bafe in its name, that thofe 
characters are generally excluded, either for the want 
of knavery 6r a degenerate mind. What may we 
Uot expedl from a fituation like this, where fyco- 

?hancy is too commonly the ladder of promotion ? 
low often do we fee men felling their liberty of 
choice for the lowefl: of all prices, a drink of grog ? 
Worfe than the patriarch of old, who fold his birth- 
right for a tnefs of porridge, may we not expedl foon 
lo become bondmen and fervants* to fools and 
knaves, worfe matters than even Pharaoh ?— ^0 tern* 
fora ! cives ! mores * / 



♦ All this is bad enough, lo be fiirc. It is (hocking work to 
fuffer a man to barbecue himfelf intoCongrefs ; but I he North Ca- 
rolinians never yet fcnt to Congrefs (or at Teaft to my knowledge) s 
ianirmptf or a man that had made 9i fraudulent tramfer of bis frp* 
ftrty ! To make fuch choices as thefe is the exclufive privilege pf 
the State, which boafts of being an example to the reft of ^ 
Unipn, — ^A prccioui example truly ! 

Satitioruui 
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Sa7ithonaxJiri7ig American Tbw/w.— Extrafl of a let- 
ter from London, June 5. — ^* The Adminiflratioa 
here has received a letter by a Mr. Morris,, who fays 
he was at St. Domingo, and in the confidence of 
Santhonax : that Sanihonax hired a number df per- 
fons to go into the United States, and fet fire to the 
populous towns : that fome had returned, received 
their reward, and had gone thence again : the writer 
mentions their names : one of the Miniftry has fur- 
nilhed Mr. King a copy of the letter -f/' 

. Wednesdat, 



f This, if fa6^, caps the climax, I think, of Yx^nch frien4fljip* 
This is ** drawing clofer the bonds which unite the two nations,** 
■with a vengeance ! 

Some perfons will fay, that it is impolfible the thing .ihould be t 
and, feven years ago, I would have faid fo too ; but we Inve pow 
the book of experience open before us, and if in oufr reafoning wc 

rroceed like the mathematicians, from theknowti tothie unknown, 
fancy it will not require a communication from Mr. King,oranj^ 
^body elfe, to convince us of the exi^^ence of this moft hellifl^ pla» 
of deftru6lion. 

What is the deed, however bafe and horrible its nature, from 
which the French have fhruAk ? Where is the inftance of their 
having pardoned an offence againU their pride ? and what ii the 
means of vengeance that they have left unemployed ? 

Can it be fuppofed that thofe who ere6ted aflailination into a 
Ttttue, by fixing the buft of the bloody Ankerllrom in their legif- 
lative chamber, and who promulgated their debates on the decree 
for raifiog a corps of 1200 afikilins ; can it be fuppofed tl>at ;hofe 
who ordered a populous and fuperb city, the fecond in their coua* 
try, and in fome refpe£ls the firll in the world, to be reduced (a 
adies ; can it be fuppofed that fuch monfters would hcfitate a mo- 
ment tofpread the horrors of conflagration through the towns of 4 
people who had wounded their upftart pride by rejefting all their 
overtures of blafting fraternity ? Such a fuppofition would be a 
direct contradi6tion to every principle of reaion, aad to al! the let 
fons of experience. 

And what is the moving caufe ; who is the mafler agent to whoni 
the defolating expedition is imputed ? Santhonax — the pbilaruhropic 
Santhonax ! the incendiary general, the fell deiVroyer of the fineft 
illand in the creation. Would he who could with raptures behold 
the volumes of flame afcending to the Ikies from the town of Cape 
f ran^ois, and who could revel amidft its fucce^ding horrors ] would 
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.Wednesday, 6*^ September. 

Trench Depr^dations.-^'E'^tr^^t of a letter from a 
Tcry rcfpedtable mercantile houfe ift London, to a 
gentleman iniBoft on, dated 5th July.—*' We think 
^ it right to remark, for 3rour information, that the 
** late accounts from your fide, of your coafi being 
*' much infefted by French privateers, and of feveral 
f^ American veflels having been captured by them ; 
•' that enfurance has rifen to ten guineas percent, and 
H we fear is not likfcly to be lower the prefent fea- 
•' fon, unlefs the negotiations, now going on at 
" jLifle, (hould end in an immediate peace (which 
." does not here feem to be much expedled) ; in 
•* which cafe, enfurance will foon fall to the old prcr 
*imiuni. The critical fituation of affairs, in this te- 
^^l^ieft, and the general apprehenfions entertained 
*^Jiere, thai a ruptui'e between your country an(j 
^* -France is inevitable, will materially curtail the 
^* ihJpmehts generally to America the prefent fca*- 
^'fon/' . 

Remarks. — This extract has all the air of authepr 
iicity about it. The letter from which it is taken i^ 
of a date nearly as late as any received from Europe; 
and it contains a clear proof, that affairs with regard 
to America are not mended in the opinioii of the 
iaercantile people of Europe. Enfurance has rifen 
to fen guineas^ a tax on America of teny>^r cent, upon 
every farthingfworth oi property that fails from Bri- 
tain hither ; and, as almofl all our neceffary imports 
are from that country, the total lofs to Ud is imr 
inertfe. 

We are too apt to vidw thefe injuries in the grofs^ 
without examining how they affe6l us individually.. 

•fach a wretch, think you, feel a momenl's remorfe at the deftruc- 
,tion of every town in America ? As well might you think that the 
wolf would fpare the lamb, merely on account of his being of a dif- 
'ferent flock from that he had been ufed to feed on. 

The 
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The farmer is too apt to think that thPs additional 
burden on the commerce does not weigh on his 
Ihoulders ; but let him recoUedl, that he pays his 
Ihareof this ten per cent, on the cloth, the linens, the 
cottons, the ftockings ; in fhort, almofl on every ar- 
ticle of drefs, and of great part of the furniture ufed 
in his family. If, then, he expends only ten pounds 
a year in this way, one pound of thofeten he is rob- 
bed of by the rafcally Carmagnoles, the dear allies of 
his country. 

' Kofcmjko at Philadelphia *. — From Claypoole's pa- 

Eer of this morning. — **' General Kofciulko, we learn, 
as left the city, on a vilit to General White, of 
New-Brtinfwick. Before he left town, we under- 
Hand, a gentleman in office prefented him with a 
land-warrant, ta which he was entitled by his fer- 
vices, and intimated there was a fum of money due 
to him for his ferviccs in the caufe of this country. 
We underfland that the General lignified, that, wh'ilji 
fortune fmiled upon him at home^ he had no intention of 
receiving any pecuniary reward from the United States j 
but that, in his prefent circumftances, hejhould not 
decline the acceptatice of what appeared to he his due. 
We believe that, with principal and intereft, his pay 
will not amount to lefs than 1 8 or 20,000 dollars, 
as, the General entered into the fervice as a Colonel 
of Engineers, in 06lober 1776, and remained till the 
end of the war. The land- warrant, we are told, 
the General prefented to a Welfh farmer, of the 



* Where he arrived on the 1 S^h of Auguft. On the 9th, Por- 
cupine's Gazette contained the following article refpeding him : 

** The Polifh General Kofciujko was yefterday dragged from 
•f the water-fide to his lodgings by men. How far this redounds 
«* to his honour, will be guelted, when it is known, that Lloyd, 
*' who ftood in the pillory in London^ and who inhabited Newgate for 
^^ years^ was the leader of the team.*' 

VOL. vix. I nam* 
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name of Thomas, who was a paflenger in the fame 
fhip, and of whom he had conceived a high opniony 

Remark. — I would lay fifty pounds that this high 
opinion man is a Jacobin. As to the General, what- 
ever might be his views in croffing the Atlantic, it is 
certain that it has turned out no unprofitable voy- 
age ; no badj^^^, in liberty and equality. I do not 
like thefe after-claps. If a man fights for the Iheer 
lovet of liberty, let him have the honour of it ; but 
let him not enjoy this honour with the wages of a 
mercenary in his pocket. What does this man v^nt 
with 20,000 dollars ? Thefe fellows are all Cincinna-- 
tiifes, if you believe their canting profeffions; but, 
when you come to the trial, you foon find that a 
coach and pair fuits them better than ?i plough. The 
traSl of lafid^ you fee, which would have furnilhed 
our liberty hero with a charming opportunity of be- 
coming a Cincinnalus, he gave away as unworthy of 
his attention. 



Anecdote of Tarleton. — New-Yorh^ l^th Augufl^ 
1797. — Mr. Porcupine, Obferving in this day's . 
Gt4zette, or rather your Gazette received this day, 
fome anecdotes of General Tarleton, it brought to 
my mind a very jult and fevere obfervation 1 one 
day heard made to him by a lady then in this city ; 
perhaps it may amufe; with that view I give it 
you. 

One evening, during the late war in this country,, 
his then intimare friend and hanger-on, the Honour- 
able Major Hanger, and he, were in company with a 
number of ladies and gentlemen at the houfe of the 
lady abpve alluded to ; for fome time the whole 
converfation was taken up by thofe gentlemen, the 
principal part of which was founding their own 
praifes, and telling what I believe they never did. 
Tarleton at the time had with him a remarkably 
large fcimitar^ which hofding in his hand, he ex- 

claimedj 
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daimed, " With this fword I have made thoufands 
*' run." — The lady, fitting nigh him, immediately 
remarked, " T'hen^ Colonel, you had not that fword 
" with you at the Cowpens ?" The Colonel then 
was filent, and the pair foon after left the room with- 
out being regretted. 

I always thought him a braggadocio, and his be- 
haviour to Lord Cornwallis, to whom only he owed 
bis promotion, proves him to be moil horridly un- 
grateful. From fuch a charafter nothing good or 
honourable can be expeded. 

Yours, moft truly, W. 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences* Addrefs. 
Mr. Adams.'-^hi a meeting of the American Aca- 
demy of Arts and Sciences, Auguft 23d, 1797, the 
ienior counfellor prefiding ; 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to prefent 
an Addrefs to the Prefident of the United States, in 
the name of the Academy. 

. Voted, That the Honourable Judge Lowell, the 
Reverend Do6lor Thatcher, and Dodlor John War- 
ren, be a Committee for the abov6-mentioned pur- 
pofe. 

In purfuance of the foregoing votes, the follow- 
ing Addrefs was prefented : 

To John Adams ^ L.L.D. Prefident of the United States 
of America. 
Sir, 
The American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
founded when their country was ftruggling for free- 
dom and independence, which your exertions have 
fo greatly tended to eftabliih, afk leave to offer you 
their congratulations on your eleftion to the office 
of firfl: magiftrate, in a nation where the rights of 
men are refpefted and truly fupported. 

They are led to pay this tribute to your virtue and 
merits becaufe you have for feveral years prefidcd 

I % over 
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over their inftitution with honour to yourfelf and ad- 
Vantage to them. 

Their purfuits are literary ; they wifh to add to 
the knowledge which their country already poffeiTes, 
and to ufe their correfpondence with foreigners en-^ 
gaged in the fame purfuits, fo as to anfwer this va*' 
luable purpofe. 

They cannot, however, be indifferent to the peace 
and happinefs of the land in which they live, nor to 
the prefervation of thofe invaluable conftitutions of 
government which diftinguifhit from all other na^ 
i'tons *. They know that thefe conftitutions will not 
anfwer the important purpofes for which they were 
formed, unlefs they are well adminiftered. 

With pleafure they find their prefident, whofld 
they have fo long known, and fo highly efteemed, 
called by the free fufFrages of his fellow-citizens, to 
« the arduous tafk of guiding the counfels, preferving 
the honour, and fupporting the profperity of the 
United States, in fucccffion to the man whofe diftin- 
guifbed integrity and difinterefted patriotifm his 
fellow-citizens have fo univerfally attefted. Their 
aid in accomplifhing thofe defirable purpofes can- 
not be greatly etFedlive : but you may be alTured^ 
that their influence will always be exerted to pro- 
mote the meafures of a government founded on the 
balls of true liberty, and adminiftered with wifdom 
and firmnefs. They feel high fatisfadtion when they 
find thefe virtues marked on the meafures which you 
have hitherto adopted ; and they ardently pray that 
the infinite Source of light and of power may al- 
ways direft you, and crown with fuccefs your efforts 
to promote the welfare of your country and the 
bappinefs of mankind. 

A true extradl from the records. 
Atteft. Benjamin Dearborn, Rec. Sec. 

* Thefe academicians are not the moft profouncj of politicians^ 
pov ^e they the mgil modefi of die hitman race. 
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The President^ ^Anfwer. 
To the American Academy of Arts and Scie/kes. 
Gentlemen, 

Meeting with you at a regular period eftabliflied 
bylaw, 1 expe<5led nothing raore than thofe habitual 
expreffions of your friendfhip, which I have con- 
fiantly received, as one of your aflbciatcs, upon all 
fuch occafions. This elegant addreis "^ y therefore, as 
it was not forefeen, is the more acceptable. — Coming 
irom gentlemen whok fame for Jcience and literature^ 
as well as for every civil and political virtue^ is notcon^ 
fined to a fmgle Jiate, nor to one quarter of the world ^^ 
it does me great honour. Your congratulations on 
my elecSlion to the office of firft magiftrate, in a na- 
tion where the rights of men are refpedled and truly 
fupported, deferve my beft thanks. 

The commands of the public have obliged me to 
refide in foreign countries and diftant ftates, for al- 
moft the whole period of the exiftence of our aca- 
demy ; but no part of my time has ever been fpent 
with more real fatisfaftion to myfelf than the few* 
hours which the courfe of events has permitted me to 
pafs in your fociety. 

Your exertions at home, and extenfive corre- 
fpondences abroad, are every day adding to the 
knowledge of our country, and its improvement in 
ufeful arts ; and I have only to regret that indifpen- 
lable avocations have prevented me from aflifting ia 

* I fliould be glad to be taught in vjhat its elegance confifts. 

t I would lay my life that the ^^fame^' of thcfe gentlenaen has 
never travelled fo far as the banks of the North River. What, ia 
God*8 name, have they ever done to render them famous ? They 
may be, for aught I know (and I hope they a^re) , poflefled of every 
CIVIL and political virtue ; but moft affuredly their poiTeliioa 
has not been noifed all over the wsrld / — In an anfvver to a compli- 
mentary addrefs, a wife and modeft man will always avoid hyper- 
bolical eulogium* It is fo much likq the fcratch for fcr^ch of tho 
vulgar. 

. ' 13 your 
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your labours and endeavours to ftiare in the glory o^ 
your fuccefs. 

The unanimity with which the members of this 
academy, as well as of the univerfityat Cambridge, 
and whole body of the clergy of this common- 
wealth (all fo happily conne6ted together), are at- 
tached to the union of our American fiates, theif 
conftitutiops of government, and the federal admi«^ 
niftration, is the happieft omen of the future peace, 
liberty, fafcty, and prolpcrity of our countr}^ The 
riling generations of Americans, the moft promifing, 
and, perhaps, the moft important youth which the- 
human fpecies can boaft, educated in fuch princi- 
ples, and under fuch examples, cantiot fail to an- 
fwer the high expeftations which the world has forrfi- 
€d of their future wtfdoms^ virtues j and energies *. ^ 

To fucceed in the adminiftration of the govern- 
ment of the United States, aft^r a citizen, whofc 
great talents, indefatigable exertions, and dilinter- 
cfted patriotifm, had carried the gratitude of his 
country and the applaufe of the world to the 
higheft pitch, was indeed an arduous cnterprifeT 
It was not without much diffidence, and many 
anxious apprehenfions, that I engaged in the fer- 
vice ; but it has been with inexpreffible gratitude 
and pleafure, that I have every where found, in my 
fellow- citizens, an alraofl: univerfal difpofition to 
alleviate the burden, as much as poffible, by the 
chccrfuVand generous fupport of their affedlionate 
countenance and cordial approbation. Nothing of 
<be kind has more tenderly touched me than the ex- 
plicit fan6lion you have been pleafed to exprefs of 
the meafures I have hitherto adopted. Permit me. 
Gentlemen, to join in your fervent prayers, that the 
incomprehenfible Source of light and of power 



* Bang I bang,! bang ! from the mouth of a forty-two pounden 

may 
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may direft us all, and crown with fuccefs all our ef- 
forts to promote the welfare of our country and the 
happinefs of mankind, John Adams. 

French Impertinence. — Wherever the French get a 
footing in a foreign country, they immediately be^ 
come moft unbearably meddling and impertinent. 
They thruft their nofes into every thing : they inter- 
fere in every public difpute or quarrel : they fide 
• with the government againft the people, or with the 
people againft the government, as beft fuits their 
triews. I do not confine myfclf to their condudt of 
the prefent day : I fpeak of it as a trait of their na- 
tional character : there is not a State in Europe but 
has been, at fome time or other, agitated, if not 
convulfed, by their intrigues, their cabals, and their 
confpiracies. 

A fingular anecdote refpecSing the troublefome- 
nefs of thefe meddling guefts is to be found in the 
Hiftory of the Court of King Charles L of EngJand.--^ 
It is well known that his Queen was a Frenchwo- 
man. When ftie went to England, (he carried 
over with her a pretty confiderable troop, male and 
female, of her country-people ; but they behaved 
in a manner that foon induced the King to write the 
following letters to his Prime Minifter, the Duke of 
Buckingham, which are copied from the originals 
in the Britiflx Mufeum. 

LETTER I. 

^* Steenie, 

^* I writ you by Ned Clarke, that I thought I 

** would here have caufe anufe in fhorte tyme to put 

" away the Monfeers, either from their attempting 

to fteal away my wyfe, or making plots among my 

owenfuhjeds. I cannot fay certainlie whether it 

was intended, but I am fure it is hindered. For 

other, though I have good grounds to belife it, 

and am ftill hunting after it, yet feeing daillie the 

14 <^ malitioufnefs 



cc 
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^^ malitioufnefs of the Monfeers, by making and 
*' fomenting difcontents in my wyfc, I could tarie 
^* no longer from adverticing you, that I mean to. 
** cafier my Monfeers, having for this purpofe ferrt 
" you this other letter, that you may advertice the 
*' Queen mother with my intention. , 

'' So I reft 
" Your faithfuU con fl ant loving frende 

*^ C. R.'^ 
The Duke, it would fecm, did not immcdiatety • 
comply with his royal mafter's rcqueft, but expofiu* 
lated with him on the lubjed ; but the condud of 
the Monfeers had got the better of the patience of 
the monarch, mild and placid as he was, and he 
wrote the Duke in the/ollowhig peremptory ftyle : 
x.etter ii. 
"*^ Steenie, 
*' I have received your letter by Die Greme : this 
*' is my anfwer — I command you to fend all the 
'* French away to-morrow out of towne, if you 
*^ can by fayre means (but ftike not long difputing), 
*^ etherwafc force them away like fo manie wyld 
*^ beafles, untill ye have Ihipped them, and /o th^ 
•^ devil goe wiih thevu Lett me heare no aufwer, 
^* but of the performance of my command. 
" So I reft 
" Your conliant frende, 

'* c. r;* 

Would to God our worthy Prefi dent had fomc 
Steenie^ to whom he could write in this manner ; for, 
except his having the good fortune not to have a 
J>ench wife, he has as much rcafon to hate the 
Monfeer race as ever poor Charles had^ 



Thursday, 7^^ September. 

Mr. Fleetwood's cruel Treainient.-^The day after 
tliis gentleman died, 1 made foaie remarks ^n the 



hard 
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hard and unmerciful treatment that had, to all ap- 
pearance^ brought him to an untimely grave. In 
confequence of thefe remarks, the feverity of which 
was levelled at the Governor's arbitrary proclama- 
tion, and at thofe who aded under it in the removal 
of Mr. Fleetwood, a gentleman of the Committee 
of Health thought it worth his while to aflure me, 
that fio force had been ufed, by order of that Com- 
mittee, in the removal of any pcrfon whatever; 
and that, in the particular cafe of Mr. Fleetwood, 
his being removed againft his will was entirely owing 
4o the woman of the houfe where he lodged, who, though 
ihe was offered a large fum of money to let him re- 
main, declared to the health people, that, if they 
did not immediately remove him, fhe would />«/ 
him out into the Jireet. 

Had the gentleman who gave me this informa- 
tion been at the removal himfelf, my confidence in 
his veracity would have prevented any further in- 
quiry into the matter, on my part ; but, as I knew 
he was not prefent, and as I alfo knew, that the 
Committee were liable to be deceived as well as dif- 
obeyed by thofe in their employ, I refolved tofeek a 
little further. I did fo, but in vain, till yefierday, 
when Dr. Blayney was fo obliging as to furniih me 
with the foUowiDg brief narrative, which he autho- 
rized me to publilh in my Gazette. 

" Dr. Blayney attended the late Mr. Fleetwood, 
'* at Mrs. pajjfett's^ below the Swedes Church, 
" from Augufl. 2iil, 12 o'clock, until theTuefday 
^* evening following, of a bilious inflammatory fe- 
*^ ver, during which time he had no fymptoms of 
*^ malignant fever, or any dangerous fymptoms, 
** other than thofe commonly attendant on fuch a 
** complaint. 

*^ Early on Wedncfday morning. Dr. B. finding 
*^ himfelf too unwell to vilit Mr. Fleetwood, fentto 
^' a friend of his to acquaint him of the circum- 

** fiance. 
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" fiance. In the interim Dr. Church called, and 
** informed Dr. B. that, agreeable to the infiruc- 
*' tions of the Board of > Heahh, he had been to fee 
^' Mr. Fleetwood, and that he had no alarming or 
*' dangerous Jymptorns : that, as far as regarded the 
*^ prevniling contagious fever, it could only be re- 
" ported as a very douhiful cafe, but that, at this 
** time of general fufpicion, it would be proper t6 
M remove Mr. F. to a more diftant fituation, and 
** that he would forbear reporting to the health- 
** officer, to give Mr. Fleetwood's friends an oppor- 
*' tunity of fo doing. Yet after all this. Dr. Church 
•* immeaiateJy went^ and reported Mr. Fleetwood's 
*^ cafe as a malignant fev£r ; and fo far from giving 
** his friends an opportimity to remove him^ gave an 
** order for a cart to convey htm to the hofpitaL 

" The immediate execution of this order, altoge- 
** ther prevented his friends from making any dif- 
" pofiiioDs, as intended ; and though Mr. Fleet- 
*' wood himfelf offered five hundred dollars to be 
*^ fuffered to remain where he was, and further, 
** though* a Captain Rice J then upon the fpot, pro- 
*' pofed taking him to his houfe, till he could be 
" better provided — all was in vain, and to the hof- 
*' pital he was dragged. 

" On my reprefenting Dr. Church's conducSl, and 
** the cruel manner in which Mr. Fleetwood had 
" been treated, to the Board of Health, I was in- 
** formed by the Chairman, that no order to treat 
«* him in that manner had been given by the Board, 
** as wo compulfory meajiires were ever contemplated by 
«• ,the7n ; but they could not be anfwerable for any 
" ill conduiS of thofe they employed.'* 

Now, admitting Dr. Blayncy's narrative tobecor- 
rc(5l, which we miift do, till it be fatisfadcrily proved 
to be otherwife, there remains but one fadl to be af- 
certained ; which is, whether, in the forcible and in- 
human removal of this unfortunate gentleman, the 

woman 
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Uroman of the houfe had any hand or not : fuch peo- 
ple ought to be known and marked. As to Dr. 
Church's condudl, it needs no comment. 

If the woman did threaten, as was flated by the 
health people, to throw him out into the Jlreet^ her 
name ought to be held up to execration. Her bouie 
is Icfs fafe than the den of a tigrefs. I dare fay 
ihe had vei»y cheerfully and remorfelefsly pocketed 
the profits on his board and lodging ; and, though 
this might not be a fufficient reafon for her ventur- 
ing her life to fave his, it gave him a right, both in 
equity and in law^ to keep pojfejpon of his chamber. 
My God ! in what country in the world ; in what 
itihofpitable clime, and under what defpotic govern- 
ment, is a lodger forced from the chamber which he 
pays for, the moment he has the misfortune to be 
^fflidted with a dangerous difeafe ? 

Mrs. Bajfett can eafily do away this weighty charge 
Againfl: her humanity : my paper Ihall be open to 
any thing flie, or any one for her, may think proper 
to publilh on the fubjedl ; but fhe ought to be re- 
minded at the fame time, that Jilence on her part will 
be conftrued into an acknowledgment of her cruelty, 

Admiralty Court of Tobago. — A Decifion reffeSing 
American Property captured from the French. — The fol- 
lowing is the decree of Judge Balfour, of the Admi- 
ifalty Court of the ifland of Tobago, in the cafe of 
the fchooner Commerce^ captured by the French, and 
afterwards retaken, by the Englifti. 

TobagOy i^thJuly^ ^797* 

** I confider the cafe that was ftatedby thecounfel 
for the claimant as very ftrong ; and it appears clear; 
from the decifion againfl the fhip St. Jago de la 
Vega, that the adl of Parliament relative to falvage 
merely refpedls Britifti fubjedls and their property, 
but in no refpedt neutrals or aliens. 

** The cafe ftated from Grotius occafioned great 
I doubts 
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doubts in my mind, whether the capture by the 
French privateer did not make the veflel and cargo 
their property, and confequently legal prize to the 
captors, as I did not think the court could have any 
means of legally coming at the caufe of capture by 
the French, or the confequences. 

*' But it being notorious that war does not exift 
between the Republic of France and the United 
States of America, I am inclined to confider the cap- 
ture by the French privateer as an a6l: of piracy, or an 
illegal capture, and I feel much gratified by finding 
it in my power, under that idea, of giving a decifioa 
that appears to me more conformable to juftice and 
equity, than I could otherwife have done. By 
«7 Edward- 3. chap. • 13. fe6V. 193. it is laid 
down, that if a pirate takes goods on the fea, and 
even fells them, the property is altered no more 
than if a thief on the land had flolen and fold them. 

**^ By the Lex Mercatoria, 184, when goods were^ 
taken by a pirate, and afterwards the pirate making 
an attack upon another fhip, is conquered and taken 
by tlie other, by the law of marine, the Admiral 
may make reftitution of the goods to the owners, if 
they arc fcllow-fubjedls of the captors, or belong to 
any ftate in amity with his fovereign, on paying the 
cofts and charges, and making the captor an cqui* 
table confideration for his fervice. 

" I confider the capture of the Commerce, by the 
French privateers, as piratical and illegal, and I there- 
fore adjudge and determine, that there fhall five per 
cent, of the value of the fchooner Commerceand her 
cargo, valuing the fame in gold and filver, be paid 
to the captors in lieu of all cofts, charges, and re- 
wards whatever. I further order, that in cafe the 
parties do not agree as to the value of the fchooner 
and cargo, the fame be referred to Mcffrs. King 
a^d Median, with liberty to call in an umpire, 
(signed) *^ John Balfour, 

" Judge of Vice-admiralty Court.'* 
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Mr. PiGOT, pro6Vor for the captor, then moved 
liis Honour for leave to appeal, which was granted, 
and the ufual fecurittes to be given by both parties* 
Certified by Jno* Lewis, 

Deputy Regifler*, 

Spani/h Fop.-^BoJlon, September !• Don Knight 
of the dtjiinguijhed order arrived here yefterday in the 
afternoon. His head looked as wild and frizzy as if 



* ^Perhaps a more unjuft decree than this was never made, I 
fun not forry that the Annerican merchant recovered his property ; 
I am not forry to fee perfons in authority under the Britifli Go- 
vernment friendly towards the United States ; but I am forry, and 
very forry, to fee the obvious meaning of the law of nations dc^ 
ftroyed by a pitiful quihhle. The Judge fays that he looks upoa 
the capture of the American (hip as " illegal and pjraticaly^ be* 
caufe *Ht is notorious, that war does not exifl between the Repub-r 
** Jic of France and the United States." How is this uotorious ? 
What is the figfi of ivar f A declaration f If fo, all captures made 
by any nation, previous to the iffuing of a declaration of war, are 
** illegal and piratical;" and how many "piratical" captures has 
Great Britain then made ? To determine whether the capture was 
<* piratical" or not fo, the queftion to be afked was not, whether 
the captor belonged to a nation which had, or had not, declared 
njisar againft the nation of the captured • but, i ft, whether the 
captor wa« an enemy of the recaptor, and ad, whether the faid 
captor was duly commijjioned to make the capture which he had 
inade. If he was duly commiflioned, he was no pirate^ and if he 
was not a pirate, the capture was not *' piratical^* though no 
declaration of war againft the United States had been iflued by his 
pation. An aggrefl)on authorized by a nuhole nation^ or its Govern^ 
menty cannot fee c?\\tA piracy \ it is w^arr j and though the weaknefg 
or the cowardice of the nation attacked may prevent it from refent- 
ing, or confidering fuch aggreffion as war, that circumftancc cer- 
tainly can be no good-plea againft the claims of the privateers of 
cruifers of the belligerent powers. 

The affair of the St. Jago was unfortunately introduced by the 
Judge ; for, if we compare the decree refpeding that recapture 
with the prefent decree, we fhall find that ^t, favours of the Bri« 
tiih nation are referved, not for her allies ^ not for thofe who are 
fighting by her fide, but for thofe who, under the cold relatioufliip 
of amity ^ are ^anding aloof from the conteft, and fubmitting to 
every fpecies pf injury and infult, rather than take any ftep that 
Q)ay yield her the moft trifiiug aififtaxKC ! 

decorated 
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decorated with Porcupine's quills. The amiable fair 
of New-England are not apt to be enchanted with 
" a fop," as the traitor McLean calls him, and, there* 
fore, '* we fear the Knight will not be Jo happy here 
as in Pennfylvania *." 

A Figure of the upjiart Tyrants of France* — ^Thc 
Diredlory appear of late to have roufed the juft in-^ 
dignation of the Council of Five Hundred, many of 
the molt virtuous members of which have openly 
charged it with thegreateft dilapidations of the pub- 
lic monies ; with conniving at the glaring injufticc 
and rapacity of four of the minifters appointed by 
them, with a fliameful and criminal negleA in not 
making provifion for the maintenance and fuppgrt of 
the poor, the lick, and other obje<5ls of charity in- 
truftied to their care and fuperintendence, who are 
daily dying for want of means of fubfiftence ; with 
fiaifapplying the appropriations of public money, 
made for the moft neceffary, juft, and ufeful objecftsf, 
to improper and ufelefs purpofes. The Directory, 
like all other ufurpers in ancient times, and like afl 
the faflions who have got uppermoft in France du-^ 
ring their revolution, i^now the neceflity of keeping 
the army on their fide, which is eafily done while 
they hold the purfe ; but who will forfake them as 
foon as a ftronger party rifes up and forcibly wrefts 
it from them — w hich it invariably has done towards 
all the fa6lions who have at different times got the 
purfe into their hands by the deftru(9ion ofthofe who 
had it in poflTcflion. It is an eftablilhed fa6l, that 
before any of the numerous factions who have fop 
eight years dominated in France, ventured to de* 



* What the Bofton editor meansby the Knight's being " hapfy*^ 
in Penniylvania 1 know not, Thofe who have any knowledge of 
his' intended bride (Sal M*'Kean) and her fannily, are apt to think 
that mlferalle would be an epithet better ;idajpted to liis adventures 
in Pennfylvania. 

nounce 
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nounce the fadllon it wiflied to deftroy, they 
previoufly had the prudence and wifdom to fend 
agents to the armies, to fecure by gifts and promifes 
their fupport, which when attained, they dared to 
come boldly forward, denounce and condemn t3 
death thofe who were in power. 

Had the men in France who ufurped and fecured 
to themfelyes by force and blood the exercife of the 
powers of government under the prefent conftitution, 
inftead of taking two thirds of the old butchering 
Convention to make the new reprefehtation, left the 
citizens at large the freedom of an entire new elec- 
tion, Europe would two years ago have been at 
peace, France would have had lefs internal wounds 
to heal, and would not have been obliged to pay a 
forced loan of at leaft a third of what each man poC- 
fefled, forcibly demanded with the bayonet at his 
bread ; their young.men torn from their friends to be 
butchered in extending a territory too large already ; 
nor would the United States have fufFered the incal- 
culable lofles which a limplc unauthorized decree of 
the piratical lawlefs Diredory has produced. 

By the amazing extenfion of the territories of 
France at the expenfe of internal happinefs and 
profperity, her diabolical ufurping rulers have fown 
the feeds of civil difcord, or arbitrary defpotic power, 
perhaps (which is not improbable) of a difmembcr- 
ment of the fouthern and northern parts of the 
empire into two diftincSt independent fovereignties ; 
and as we know the ambition of the ^^Jive-headed 
mon/ler,'' it is very probable that each of them may 
have conceived the defign, in increafing theirapoffi- 
bility of governing France by a republican fyftem, 
from an overgrown territoryjand population, of cori- 
folidating the othe^ four heads into one — his 

FjilDAY, 
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Friday, 8*^ September. 

Old French Murders. — In the beginning of the 
year 1690, a body of French and Indians, fent out 
by the Count de Frontcnac, and led on by Monf. 
de Herville, furprifed the village of Shen'&dlady, then 
on the frontiers of New- York, and majfacred all the 
inhabitants^ unlefs a very few that efcaped naked to 
the woods. The ever faithful Mohawks, as foon 
0s they received the news of this barbarous enter-^ 
prife, fent out a hundred of their brifkeft young 
rnen, who purfued the French, fell upon their rear, 
killed a great many of them; and took feveral 
prifoners. In the mean time, the old men, or Sa- 
chems, haftened to Albany, to condole with the 
Englifli on this melancholy occalion. Part of their 
Ipeech was as follows : 
" Brethren, 

^* We came from our wigwams with tears in our 
eyes, to bemoan the bloodfhed at Shene^ady. The 
JF'renchf on this occalion, have not adled like brave 
men, but like thieves and robbers. What they have 
done cannot be called a vi6lory, but only a farther 
proof that perfidy is in their hearts. Be not therefore 
difcouraged ; we give you this belt to wipe away 
your tears. 

" Brethren, 

" While we boiry your dead, bafely murdered ia 
cold blood at Shenedlady, we know not what may 
Jiave befallen our own people, who are gone inpur- 
Ibit of the enemy r^the fame thing that has happened 
to you, may perhaps have happened to us ; and, alas ! 
Ihey may be dead alfo ! 

** Great and fudden is the mifchief that has fallcq 
upon you, as if it had fallen from heaven upon our- 
ftlves. Our forefathers taught us to go with all fpeed, 
to lament with our brethren, when any difaftcr or 
misfortune happens to thofe who are leagued in the * 
iaine chain with us. "X^kc this bill of vigilance, 

l^rethren^ 
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brethren, from us, that you may be more on your 
guard for the future. We alfo give you eye-water, 
uat you may be more fharp-lighted. 

'* Wc are now come to the houfe where we were 
wont to renew the covenant chain ; but, alas I we 
find it polluted — polluted with blood. All the five 
nations have heard of the horrid deed, and we come 
to wipe away the blood and make clean the houfe. 
So long as a man of us remains, we will not defift, 
tUl we have drunk deep of revenge. We are of the 
race of the bear; and a bear, you know, never yields 
while one drop of blood is left. 

" Take heart then, brethren ; this is an afBiflion 
which has fallen from Heaven, and we muft bear it 
in common. The fun has been cloudy, and with 
inalign afpedt has fhed thisdifafter upon our heads ; 
but Ee will again fliine forth with pleating beams. 
Courage, then, left we give heart to a daftardly ene- 
my : courage, brethren, courage ! courage ! '* 

Remarks. ^-Whtn the hirelings are told, that the 
French would now very willingly cut our throats ; 
and when their ancient cruelties to the people of this 
country are cited as inftances of their hatred ; when 
this is done, thefe patriotic hirelings tell you that 
they murdered Americans formerly, becaufe they 
hated them as the defcendants of Britons. Well, 
arc they not flill fo ? Shaking off the authority of 
King George has not changed their nature ; fo that 
we are, in that refpedl, full as hateful to them as our 
forefathers were, and, confequently, as much ex- 
pofed to their couteaux. 

But it is faid again, that the French butchered us 
becaufe they did not then like the government we 
lived under. And do they like that which we now 
live under ? do they not execrate it, and every one 
that participates in its adminiftration ? Have they 
not put in motion kll the powers of darknefs, all 
the demons of fcdition, to deftroy this government ? 

VOL. VII. K Why 
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Why then fliould we imagine that they like us better 
than formerly on that account ? 

As to religion, we are flillmore likely to difpleafe 
them than ever. They were formerly Catholics and 
we Proteftants ; but the difference between thefe is 
not fo great as that between Atheifts and Chrifitans. 

So then, on which ever fide we view the fubjedt, 
we fhall find, that, fhould they get pofTeflion of 
Louifiana, of which there is no doubt, we fhall be 
as much expofed to their bloody knives, as ever the 
old frontier inhabitants were, before they were 
driven in difgrace from Canada. 

Saturday, 9^^ September. 

Flags of France and Turkey. — My readers, or at 

Icafl tlie greater part of them, mufl remember, 

,, what a folemn farce was exhibited in the hall of our 

Congrefs about two years ago, at the reception of 

that dear prefent from our deareji allies. 

The letter from Merlin & Co. that accompanied' 
the flag, fet forth, that it wasfcnt for the purpofeof 
being kept by us, as a teftimony of our attachment 
to repuh/iran principles ; and it was on that memo- 
rable occalion refolvcd by the Houfe of Reprefent- 
atives, upon motion of that true republicartj Mr. 
Giles, that " the Houfe had received the flag with 
*^ the mojt ftncere and lively fenfibility^ and that they 
*^ deemed it a molt honourable proof of the j/)7///)^/Ay 
" and affe£iion of the Hi'o repid^lics.''' 

Adet, too, bore his part in this humbug. He ac- 
quitted himfelf, he faid, of a duty dear to his hearty 
inprclenting {\\\s Jymbol of liberty; and told us that 
it was intended to tighten the bands which united 
France to ^free people. 

Now, reader, was it not natural for the people of 
America to underfland from all this, that France, 
iheir Ac<ivfijler rcpiddic^ received our flag with fuch 

joy* 
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.jby^'and fent us hers in return, merely on account- 
^f our being ?i free people ? Could any one imagine 
at that time, at that enthufiaftic feafon, when the 
fon of liberty bore with fuch violence on our Ikulls, 
as made us dance the whirligig, like ducks under 
the troptcs; could any one at that time imagine 
'that thofe 'mortal enemies to tyrminy — the auguft, il- 
luminated, and illuminating rulers of republican 
France — would, in lefs than two years, accept, ad- 
mit, receive, nay, folicit a flag., as a token of the 
friend/hip of art Emperor y yea, and the Emperor of 
Turkey too! the Sultan, whofe very title has for 
ages been (ynonymous with defpot and tyrant ! 

liefter from the Captain Pacha io Citizen Verniac\ 
Envoy Extraordinary from the French Republic at 
the. Ottoman Porte. 

** To the diftinguifhed chiefs among the great 
*' who ptofefs the faith of Ifla, the defenders of the 
^* religion of the Meffiah, the arbiters of the affairs 
** of the Nazarene republic, invefted with marks of 
*' honour and efteera, loaded with glory and dignity ; 
*^ 4o our magnificent and much honoured amlfincere 
^^ friend, the French republic, whofc objefls we pray 
** to terminate in real good ! After having paid to 
*Vyou the homage of our vows the moftfincere, and 
" of our prayers the mott fervent for your profperity, 
** we notify to you in the fulnefs of frieudjliip, that 
** Verniac, your Envoy Extraordinary, the bearer 
** of this letter, the token of kindnefs, having ob- 
** tainedthe Imperial permiflion to return to France, 
*' at the moment of his departure intimated to the 
** Sublime Porte the fatisfadtion he fhould feel on 
** prefenting to you an Ottoman flag, in order to be 
^* placed with that honour and diilindion which is 
" due to it, among the colours of other nations in 
*^ amity with the Republic in the hall of the Legifla- 
" tive Body ; that the propolition of your Envoy 

K 2 *' having 
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^* having been taken into confideration^ a ftandard 
^^ was made correfponding in figure and dimenfioos 
^^ with that which is placed at the iiern of the Impc« 
** rial barge; and that this pledge of friend/hip was 
*^ depofited in the hands of your Envoy. 

" In tranfmitting the prefent difpatch, wc have a 
*^ twofold object in view — firft, to communicate the ' 
^^ refult of the embaffy, and next to make refpeft- 
*' ful inquiries qhout your health. At the reception 
** of Verniac, we hope that the amiable qualities 
^^ which he poflefles, faithful interpreter of our fcn- 
^^ timents, and his unwearied exertions to fulfil^ as 
" he has done, to the fatisfa»Sion of the two powers^ 
** the duties of friendjhip and his office, will be con- 
*' lidercd by you, as they are by us, the ground of a 
**juft claim to the firft honours in the ftate. By 
^^ fending usgbod accounts of him, and correfpond- 
" ing with us on all occafions in the fpirit of union 
" and friendfhip, which fliall be the inexhauftiblc 
*^ fubje6t, you will confer upon us inexprcffible joy 
*' and fatisfa6lion. Such are the fentiments of your 
" cordial friend, Hussein Pacha, 

Admiral of the Ottoman Empire^^ 



<c 



Now, you American Jacobins, you Britifh renc- 
gadoes, you pretended republicans of every defcription ; 
what do you now fay againft our *• unnatural con-^ 
nexion" with Britain ? — Yo\xrmoc\.Repuhhque Fran- 
goife makes treaties of friendfhip and altiance with the 
Pruffian, the Spaniard, and the Turk ! Is this con- 
nexion natural^ and is our connexion with Britain 
unnatural? — Prevaricating, baffled, ariH confounded 
mifcreants, allow for once, that we are the natural 
allies of the Britifli, and I will allow you in return, 
that the regenerated fans- culottes are the natural allies 
of the Spaniards and the Turks, 

What pain, what fhame, muft not a really free re-^ 
publican American feel on refiedling that the fi^ag of 

his 
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his country> the fymbol of its independence, and 
the pledge of its honour, is at this moment, in the 
eyes of all Europe, blending its folds, fraternizing 
on the gibbet of liberty, with the abhorred ftandard 
of defpotifm and infidelity ? 



American Forbearance towards France. — ^The fhip 
Pacific, Kennedy, from this port to London, was de- 
'tained fixteen hours by the French privateer fhip 
Hydra. Captain Kennedy vj2i%Jlruck and abufed by 
the French officer^ and was plundered of his yawl and 
a hale of cotton. 

Remarks. — Struck by the French officer! — A 
blow ! — A republican Captain, an American, receive 
a blow ! — And from whom ^ From a Frenchman ! 
■ ■ ■ Oh, heavens ! , What would the brave men 
who drove this treacherous race from the Continent 
have faid, had they been told, that the time would 
come when their children would form an alliance 
with them ? And what would the people have faid 
when that alliance was formed, had they been told, 
that, before it fhould be diflblved, they would be 
plundered, beat, and tortured by thefe new allies, 
without daring to take or talk of vengeance, and 
even without daring to endeavour to defend them- 
&lves? 

Such refledlions are abfolutely infupportable ; but 
they will prefs forward ; they will Itare us in the 
fecc. It is vain to endeavour to avoid them. It 
18 in vain that we fmooth things over; that we paU 
liate the infolence and injuflice we fufFer, in order 
to leffen our diflionour in fuffering it. Mifrepre- 
jfentation will avail us nothing ; for, though we fhould 
deceive ourfelves, we may be aHiired that we cannot 
4eoeiye the world. 

K 3 There 
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There never was a nation on earth fo unjuftly and 
fo contemptuoufly treated by another, as America has 
been by France. Nations have been invaded, laid 
under contribution, conquered, and enflaved; but 
this has been efFc6led by force or by treachqry : it 
has been the fortune of war, or the refult of confpi- 
racy. Never did we before hear of ? nation at peace 
with all the world, and pretending to be in the full 
enjoyment of indepeyulence^ fufFering a millionth part 
of what we fufFcred from the French (even before a 
wliifpcr of complaint cfcaped from our lips) without 
declaring war or making rcprilals. 

This taraenefs following lb clofe upon the heels of 
that Vi^volution, which, in its origin, its progrefs, 
and its conclufion, was lb flrongly marked with iraA 
cibility and flubbornnefs, will naturally excite afto- 
nifhmcnt in all thofe who Ihall read the American 
hiflory. When they are told of the innumerable 
«nd incxprcflible injuries and indignities we have re- 
ceived from the French ; that this defpicable race of 
beings lorded it over our bays and our rivers ; and, not 
content with-^lunderingand chaflifing our mariners, 
made them put the feal to their degradation by ex- 
acting from them payment for the Ihot fired at theni : 
when they are told this, and that wc bore it all without 
even talking of revenge, will they not wonder what 
was become of tiic men of 1776, who, with the fcroU 
of their imaginary rights in one hand, and the fword 
in the other, fwore to preferve the full enjoyment of 
the former, or to perifh by the latter ? And what will 
be their aftonilTiment when they are told that the 
greater part of thofe very men were ftill living, and 
were ftill the rulers of the land ? 

Were the bold, the undaunted, the haughty lan- 
guage of the tirlt Congrefs, in their public remon- 
31 ranees and addrelles, compared with the faltering, 
the timid, the tame, the humble, the whining tone 

9.^ 
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of tlie anfwer to the Prefident's firm and manly 
foeech, what a contrail, great God ! would it pre-' 
lent ! 

Mr. Adams's fpeech feems to be the laft gleam of 
the fpirit of the old Whifs. It was his proteft 
againft the degradation of his country — as if he had, 
laid to the Houfe of Reprefentatives : *^ I fee that 
*' you are refolved to blaft your own reputation and 
^^ that of America, but you fhall not blafl mine." 

Cruelty the fiattonal CharaUer of the French,'- — At this 
time of public alarm and conftcrnation the readers of 
newfpapers are too apt to overlook any thing thcit 
does not relate to the calamity wliich immediately 
^fFedls them. They are fo engroffed with the fe^ 
X)f death from the fever, that an attention to every 
thing but what feems to tend to the prelervation of 
life is entirely negle6^ed. In fuch a lituation of peo- 
.j)le*s minds, few eflays of any length can have the 
chance of a perufal ; the following one, however, 
will, I hope, not only be perufed, but be attended 
to, and remembered ; be engrafted on the memory 
of every father and mother who' reads it, and be re- 
lated by them over and qyer, till their chilcjreri learn 
it by heart. 

Mi^. CoBBETT, Balfhnorey S*^^/. 7///, 1797. 

1^0, afcribe the fanguinary deeds committed of late 
years by the Frcpch entirely to the favage principles 
naturally engendered by wild notions of democracy, 
.is an error into which almofl: all the writers on the 
French revolution have fallen, and among the reft 
',yourfelf. Nq> Mr. Cobbctt, they are not, nor were 
they ever, a w//^ and hwnane pcoplo. Thefe qualities 
liang on their lips only : they are foreign from their 
Jiearts. They have always been a a'ua/ r^icc ; a race 
Relighting in cool, fludied ba,rbarity. They are, at 
Qnge, the mofl lively and moft ferocious nation on 

^^ earthy 
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earth ; or, to make ufe of the words of Voltaiftf 
(who certainly knew his countrymen well), thcV 
have in their natures a '' mixture of the monkey atid 
the Hger:" 

Not to leave thefe my aflertions without proof, 1 
enclofe you an extratfl from the hiftory of the barba- 
rities exercifed on the confcientious Hugenots, which, 
in my opinion, equals any thing to be found in the 
annals of their infamous revolution. I am fure it 
furpaiTes, by many degrees, the cruelties of the moft 
cruel of the cannibal nations. 

" They turned the dining-rooms of the gentlemen 
into ftables for their horfes, and treated the owners 
of the houfcs where they quartered with the higbefl 
ftidignily and cruelty, lafhing them about from out 
to another, day and night, without intermiilion, not 
TufFering them to eat or drink ; and when they began 
to fink under the fatigue and pains they had undef* 
gone, they laid them on a bed, and when they 
thought them fomewhat recovered, made them rife, 
and repeated the fame tortures. When they faw the 
blood and fweat run down their faces and other parts 
of their bodies, they fluiced them with water, and. 
putting over their heads kettle-drums turned up-iide 
down, they made a continual din upon them till 
thefe unhappy creatures loji their ferifes. When one 
party of thefe tormentors were weary, they were re- 
lieved by another, who pradtifed the fame cruelties 
with frefti vigour. 

*^ At Negreplifle, a town near Montauban, thejr 
hung up Ifaac Favin, a citizen of that place, by hui 
arm- pits, and tormented him a whole night, by 
pinching and tearing offhisflejh with pincers. They 
made a great fire round a boy of about twelve yeats 
old, who, with hands and eyes lifted up to Heaven, 
cried out, * My God, help me !* and when they 
found tlie youth refolved to die rather than renounce 

kis 
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his religion, they fnatched him from the fire juft as 

lie was on the point of being burnt. 

' " In feveral places thefoldiers applied red-hot 

irons to the hands and feet of men, and hreajis of 

women. 

*^ At Nantes they hung up feveral women and mdid« 
by their feet, and others by their arm-pits, and thuft 
gs^ofed them to public viewfidrk naked. 

•* Some they bouhd*before a great fire, and being 
half roafted let them go ; a punifhm'ent worfe thaa 
death. 

" Amidft a thoufand hideous cries, and a thou- 
&nd blafphemies, they hung up men and women by 
ihe hair J and i^otht by then" feet, on hooks in chimnies, 
and fmoked them with wifps of wet hay till they 
%cre fufFocated. 

**They tied fome under the arms with ropes, and 
plunged them again and again into wells; they 
bound others like criminals, put them to the torture, 
and'with a funnel filled them with wine^ till the fumes 
' of it took away their reafpn. They ftripped themi 
naked, and, after a thoufand indignities, ^^^^ them 
with pins and needles from head to foot. They cot and 
flaihed them with knives, and fometimes ,with red- 
hot pincers took hold of them by the nofe, and 
other parts of the body, and dragged them about 
the rooms. 

' ** In fome places they tied fathers and hiiibands to 
their bed-pofts, and before their eyes rdvijhed their 
wives afid daughters with impunity. They blew up 
men and women with bellows till they burfi them. 
If any, to efcape thefe barbarities, endeavoured to 
lave themfelves by flight, they purfued them into 
the fields and woods, where they (hot at them like 
wild beafts, and prohibited them from departing tlie 
idngdom (a cruelty never pradlifed by Nero or Dio- 
dcfian), upon the pain of confifcation of efie6ls, the 

galleys. 



f 3l GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

galleys, the lafh, and perpetual imprifonmcnt ; in-* 
fomuch that the prifons of the fea-port towns were 
crammed with men, women, and children, who en- 
deavoured to fave themfelves by flight from their 
dreadful perfecutions. 

** A young woman, being brought before the 
Council, upon refuluig to abjure her religion, wa(i 
ordered to prifon. There they Ihaved her head,- 
linged ofi'thc hair from other parts of her body, and 
Ji^ving ftripped her flark naked, Iqd her throvigh the 
ilreets of the city, v\h«re many a blow was givea 
her, and flones flung at her : then, they fct her up to 
the neck in a tub full of water, where after ihe had 
been for a while, they took her out and put on a 
ihift dipped in wine, which, as it dried, and ftuck 
to her fore and bruifed body, they fnatched off again, 
and then had another ready dipped in wine to clap 
to her. Tliis they repeated fix times, hereby making 
her body exceeding raw and fore. When all thel^ 
cruelties could not fhakc her conftancy, they faftenecj 
her by her feet in a kind of gibbet, and let her hang 
in that pofture with her head dqwnward tiU (hq exr 
pired. 

" A man, in whofe houfe were quartered fome of 
thefe miflionary dragoons, one day having drank 
plentifully of his wine, and broken their glafles a,t 
every health, tlicy filled the floor with fragments, and, 
by often walking over them, reduced them to very 
fmall pieces. This done, in the infolencc of their 
mirth, they refolved on a dance, and told their Pra- 
teflant hoft that he mufl be one of their company ; 
but as he would not be of their religion he mufl: 
4ance quite barefoot ; and thus, barefoot, they drove 
him about the room, treading upon thefliarp points 
of the broken glafles. When he was no longer able 
to ftand, they laid him on a bed, .and in a fliort 
time fl ripped him flark naked, and rolledi him ftoip 

on^ 
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pne end of the room to the other, till every part of 
his body was full of the fragments of glafs. After 
this they dragged him to his bed, and, having fent 
for a furgeon, obliged him to cut out the pieces 
of glafs with his inflruments, thereby putting him to 
the moft exquifite and horrible pains that can poffibly 
be conceived. 

*^ They bound mothers that gave fucjc, to ppftsi, 
0nd let their fucking infants lie languifhing in their figh$ 
for feveral days and nights^ crying^ viourning^ and gafp^ 
ing for lifer 

Such, Mr. Cobbett, was the humanity of the gay^ 
iftiry French in the reign of their grand motiarque ; ia 
what has been, and is yet called the Auguftan age of 
•France. I think you will find them juft the fame 
people in the Augujlan age as in the age of liberty and 
equality. Yes, Sir, whether royalills or republicans, 
whether Catholics or Proteftants, Chriftians or 
Atheifts, flill they are Frenchmen. 



Crimes of the French Revolution. — ^The following 
horrid -picfture is fet before the eyes of the French 
nation, by the elegant author of " The Crimes of 
the French Revolution," vol. i. page 72, a work 
jufl: publifhed at Paris, tranflated for this Gazette. 

^* Ah ! behold the horrid picture which difclofes 
itfelf to our view ! fee this land flrewed oyer with 
bloody carcaffes-r-rtorn to pieces, mutilated, behead- 
ed; thefc heaps of bones, of limbs, of heads — 
ghaftly barrier, which our crimes have raifed be- 
tween nature and us. Hear the doleful cries of the 
ghofts of our vidtims re-echo in the woods, in the 
£elds, in the cities ; rife up from the bottom of the 
feas, from the bofom of rivers, from the bowels of 
the earth, and with their mournful and revengeful 
accents implore the too dilatory thunder to fall on 

our 
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our criminal heads. See the dead bodies of thc^ 
children reanimated, rife on the breafts of their 
drowned mothers, and flretching out. their arms to 
us, ftammering exclaim, • It is through you that we 

* are orphans/ See them follow us, and in their 
broken IkuUs prefent to our burning lips the innd-i 
cent blood we have fhed* See thofe bodies deprived 
df heads, pr^fs towards us, cling round us with 
their arms, like fo many ferpents, pull us down, 
roll us in the bloody mire where our horrid impiety 
abandoned them without the rites of fepulture ana 
decency. There, a head, ilripped from the reft of 
the bo^y, rolls before us, bites at us, muttering 
thcfe words : * Butchering legiflators, what have 

* you done with my body and limbs ? Why have you 
' thus mangled and feparated us ? If you were dry» 

could blood only quench your thirft ?' Farther^ 
feme arms, fhot off by our orders, cling round us, 
and by their menacing geftures excite the furies to 
torment us. Still farther, the Genius of Remorfe, 
with a torch in his hand, writes in letters of blood 
on the fand : * France, in naming the Conr^ention, ias 

* produced a mon/ier which tnakes Nature Jhudder J Ah \ 
trhich of us will give a mortal ftab to thofe peo|^ 
who continually hover about us, and are- for ever be- 
fore our eyes ? They make the earth appear barren 
and comfortlefs to us, they rob us of the light of 
heaven, they cover the high roads, they darken and 
render more gloomy even the forefts; they are round 
about us, they are near us, they are far from us. 
Let us appeal to fa<?ls. 

** Will poflerity believe that France fhould have 
had a Senate, which, during three years, fan6Hooed 
all forts of crimes ? a Senate, which, during eightem 
months, faw coldly cart-loads of vi6Ums roll to- 
wards the fcaffolds ? Will our defendants believe 
that it was deaf to all the cries of innocence, that 

fpmc 
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ibme oi tb^fe fenators went from choice to dine in 
view of the places of puniftiment ? that the difguft- 
ing afpedb of revolutionary murders was the prelude 
to the pleafures of the table ? that the fall of the af- 
faffin's cleaver was the fignal for beginning theif or- 
gies? that fome ofthofe confcript fathers few their 
brothers in the hands of the executioners, and never 
took a lingle ftep to fave them ? others who figna- 
lized themfelves by denouncing them? others, in 
fine, who delivered them up to death with their owa 
bands ? that gambling and plays finifhed the day ? 
that their bofom companions were the judges and 
jury of the tribunals of blood, robbers, fpies, and 
the fans-culotte Sultans of the revolutionary com- 
mittees ? and to carry our national ihame to the 
highefl; pitch, the members of the commune were 
vile enough to be the horrid engines of the moft 
borrid Senate that ever difgraced the annals of hu- 
manity ? 

** Will pofterity believe, that thefe Proconfuls, 
thole angels of death, whom fenatorial Tartarus vo- 
mited on France, were fent to rob, violate, guillo* 
tine, *drown, egorge, fhoot, demolifh? Yet this 
was their miffion. The deflrudion of the human race 
did not even iatisfy their rage ; when men were not 
to be found, they deftroyed works of art, the nobleli 
monuments of human ingenuity. Towns difap- 
peared under the ftroke of the axe — ^flames effaced 
cities, O pofterity ! you will withhold your belief 
of it ? liften then, and tremble ! 

** The names of fome of thofe Proconfuls you 
will find in the hiftory we Ihall leave you : your 
aftoniihed eyes will there fee pieces, the authentic 
witnefles of fafts which we fhall only hint at here. 
Some of thofe Proconfuls killed with their own 
hands the prifoners who made any complaints ; fome, 
covered with the drefs of Reprefentatives of the 
People^ mounted the icaffolds to harangue the un- 
fortunate 
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fortunate vidlims abbut to die ; fome cruelly dfag-' 
ged out women to be fpe<9:ators of the unjuft mafla-t 
ere of their hufbands ; fome threatened to puniih 
health officers, for having afforded medical affifl:-* 
ance to unhappy prifoners. 

*' Others caufed citizens to "be dragged before tri- 
bunals or popular commiffioners, and faid to thd 
judges, * Condemn them, or the fcaffold awaits 

* you.' Three judges, and one jurate (or juryman) 
of the revolutionary tribunal of Paris, of the firft 
organization, were torn to pieces, for wifhing td 
acquit fome accufed perfons. 

•* Others flopped men and women in the flreets^ 
whofe looks difpleafed them ; caufed them to h6 
brought before the tribunals, where men hired by 
them for the purpofe as witncfles, appeared againft 
them : the judges were forced to pafs fentence* 

" Another wrote to the authority of the depart- 
ment of the Somme, where he was in miffion, as 
well as to the Committee of General Safety of the 
Convention : * I have fpread my large net to takd 

* all my GUirxoxiNE game — I have finilhed loading 
^ forty-four cart-loads^ 

" This Proconful iflued mandates of arreftatiort 
againft young women and girls, and kept them in 
his apartment. 

*^ Others placed themfelves at the windows ill 
fight of the fcaffold, demolifhed the buildings 
which might intercept the profpedt, and there 
calmly taftcd the horrid pleafure of feeing rivers of 
innocent blood fpilt. 

*^ A woman dared to afk one of thofe monfters 
the liberation ofherhuftjand — *To-morrovv,' anfwer- 
ed he, * you will fee his head on one fide of the guil- 

* lotine, and his body on the other.' He was as good 
as his word. 

*^ Another obliged a young and beautiful wo- 
man, who folicited the liberty of her hulband, to 

grant 
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grant him fome favours. The great afFe6Hon llie 
had for her hufband, determined her to the facrificc 
of her honour ; Ihe inftantly^ flew to the prifon to 
acquaint him that he was no more a prifoner, tell- 
ing him in confidence of the facrifice fhe had made 
to obtain his liberty. Some days after, this Procon- 
ful guillotined the hufband, and even the wife. 

^' Another faw a girl in tears, imploring at his 
feet the fufpenfion of the judgment of her father ;^ 
tears and prayers are of no avail ; the ProQonful 
kicks her from him, and tears her petition. Dif- 
tracfted by grief, fome expreflions efcape her ; he 
had her arrefled, and dragged before the Revolution- 
ary Tribunal of Paris ; Ihe was feven months preg- 
nant, when guillotined. 

^^ Another, at the iflue of an orgie, wiflied to fee 
a Ihow ; the judges were at the feaft; four priefts 
and four nuns were drawn out of the dungeons ; 
they appeared, were condemned, and perifhed ; after 
which theguefts put themfelves at table again. 

" Another parodying the faying of Titus, faid, 

* Liberty has lofl a day, no one has been guillo- 

* tined.' 

^* Another arrefted, brought up, and guillotined 
an old man of 80 years, father of twelve children, 
under a pretext of his having monopolized the offices 
of Mayor^ and of Judge of the Peace : the true mo- 
tive was an old perfonal refentment. 

*^ There is not wheat enough in France for all the 
population, faid another; it is neceflary to facrificc 
half to nourilh the remainder. Above all, we ought 
to deflroy the women ; they breed too faft. 

" Another burnt whole communes, and guillo- 
tined part of the inhabitants. 

" Thefe, efcorted by cannon, raifed contributions 
to pay the debauches they were guilty of with the 
Pretorian guards, and granted only two hours to fur- 
nifh the fum demanded. 

'' Thefe 
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^^ Thcfetook to themfelves the moft beautiful 
palaces in the cities where they ftaid, afFefting the 
pemp and eafe of Kings ; and while the people 
overrun the court-yards of their palaces to wait their - 
prefence and bread, they indolently reclined on fo- 
phas in the interior of their feraglios, flowly occupy- 
ing themfelves with the important bufinefsofgettuag 
their likenefles taken : — the fa6l took place at Bour- 
deaux. 

" Our colleagues Freron, Barras, Sallicetti, GaC-. 
parin^ Robefpierre the younger, and General Mar- 
quis Delapeyp^, brother-in-law of Freron, have 
charged themfelves to attend to the fhooting of 8oa 
inhabitants of Toulon, to guillotine all the Federa- 
lifts of Marfcillcs, as well as to demolifh the moft 
elegant monuments of art in this city, and to deluge 
with blood all the South of France." 



MoNDAv, 11^^ September. 

Repuhlican MagiftrrJes. — Several daring robberies, 
and a great number of trifling thefts, have been com* 
mitted within thefe few days paft. A fellow had the 
impudence, the day before yefterday, to take a piece 
of check from a fhop-door, in the middle of the day. 
He was perceived by a man in the ftreet, and made 
to give up his prey ; but was fufFered to go about his 
hufmefs ; that is, to go and rob fomebody elfe. 

Inftances of this fort will grow more and more 
frequent every day, unlefs fome meafures (effeShe 
meafures I mean) are taken to prevent them. But 
our magiftrates are gone — I do not believe there arc 
a tenth part of the conftables left in town. 

No man whofe office it is to adminifter juftice, or 
watch over the peace and fafety of the city, fhould 
have deferted it in this time of public calamity and 
danger. I believe the overfeers of the poor are gone, 
to a man ; aod thus is the temptation to rob in- 

c^eafed^ 
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creafed, by thedi^culty of obtaining relief in a'ljiw* 
ful way, at the fame time that property is left quy 
protedled by its owners. 

It is faid, that raagiftrates, and other public offi- 
cers, may lofe their lives by flaying to perform, their 
duty in guarding the city. Juft as w.ell might a 
icntinel quit his pofl, becaule it is poffible the enemy 
niay fhoot him ! — They may die! — very well: when 
they arc dead, we will get others ; but while they are 
alive, and think their offices worth holdings to them 
we have a right lo look for the performance of their 
duty. We have 'a right to quit our homes, and 
leave them under their guardianfhip. 

We are in the fituation defcribedby Dryden, when 
he exclaims: * # 

*« What fhould the people do when left alone ? ^ 
*' The Governor and Government are gone !l^ " '• 

I remember that Moncreef, the Governor of the 
ifland , of St. John, fufFered no one to crofs the ice 
at the felting in of winter, till he himfelf had tried 
its flrength, which be ufed to do in a day or two af-, 
•^ ter the river was frozen over, with a long pole in his 
hand, and with no other company than a New 
foundland dog. How different this Governor's con- 
duct: from that of ours ! but Moncreef never ivore a 
bloody liberty cap^ or fpent his time in boozing 'ivitk 
French Jans-culottes ! 

' Maglflrates pught, in times of public danger and 
'calamity, to be an example to others in endeavour- 
ing to render the people tranquil, and to provide for 
the feciirity of their perfons arid property. . They 
ought to be the grenadiers of the community, the 
firft to advance, and the laft to retreat. But ours is, 
alas ! no grenadier,, except it be at a Carmagnole 
chic fete J where the enemy is attacked glafs in hand, 
and where vaunting toafls, belched froni the black- 
vomit lungs of drunkennefs, foym the diliinguilhed 
and heroic deeds of the day. 

VOL. VII. X* There 
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There he is, indeed, a hero. From fuch a combat 
he never jflies, while there is a cork undrawn, or a 
bottle undraincd. 

French Brutality. — FbIiend Porcupine, As I have 
not feen the endofcd fpecimen of democratic bruta* 
/i/ypublifiied in any of our papers, I lake the liberty 
of fending it thee for that purpofe, as in my opi- 
nion, if proof were yet wanting of the depravity of 
manners introduced by the French revolution, this 
finglc inflance would be fufficient. 

Yours, 

A Friend. 

Penzavce^ March 28. — ^Tbe following event has 
been the lubjedl of much convcrfation in this town 
and neighbourhood : 

One Mifs — , of the iilands of Scilly, bcmg en- 
gaged to a young man now in London, he wrote to 

. her about a fortnight ago^ to requefl: that fhe would 
come to town, and that the marriage ceremony 
might take place there, as he could not poflibly 
come to her. He delirecj her to come by land ; but 
as tliere was a Imall veflel about to fail from Scilly 
for London, Ihe and her mother, and a young wo-» 
man of the fame ifland, went on board, with a view 
ot faving time and expenfe ; but the very next day 
they were taken by a French privateer. It is a pride 
to an Kngliihman to refled on the glorious condu6t 
of his countrymen on fuch occafions as this, a thour 
iknd inftanccs of which might be adduced, though 
only one fhall now be mentioned, which ought to be 
frelh in the memory of every Frenchman. Whco 
the captain of one of our frigates^ who is highly 
efteemed both as an ofiicer and a gentleman, lately 
took a large frigate op the coaft of France, which 

^ had many ladies ion- board, he immediately haftened 
lo 4uict their planus, affured them of their perfedl 

fafetyi 
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lafety, and after treating them with the utinoft at- 
tention and politenefs, fent them on Ihore with all 
their property. Hear now the condudl of thefe pu- 
pils of the new philofophy ! They no fooner boarded 
the Scilly yeffel, than, aftuated by a motive which 
expofes the higheft infamy of human nature, they 
fent ail the failors and the old lady on Ihore, but re- 
/ufed to part with the young ones. In vain did they 
fall on their knees, and with flreaming eyes and 
difhevelled hair pour out the moft fervent fupplica- 
tions to be fent back to their friends. As foon might 
the cries of innocent lambs deliver them from the 
gripe of ferocious wolves as the prayers and tears of 
tnefe unfortunate girls excite compaffion in their 
adamantine hearts. The beautiful petitioners, for 
beautiful they were in the extreme, were rudely 
feized, and forcibly dragged on board the privateer, 
amidfi: fuch Ihrieks of female and parental agony as 
no language can exprefs. Divine Providence did 
not fufFer thefe monftcrs to reach their own coafts, 
for they were taken by one of our frigates a few days 
after ; but Mifs ■■ had been treated fo brutifhly, 

that ihe died as foon as ihe was brought on ihore, 
and her unhappy companion, it is thought, cannot 
long furvive. 

Tuesday, 12'^ September. 

Virginia Church Lands, 
hifiru^ions given by the Citizens of thejirjl Battalion of 
Jiockbridge County^ Atiguft^ 3, 1797, tq their Z)^* 
legates in theenfuing SeJJion of the AJfeiribly. 
Tiiat the inftrudtions of the citizens of Rock- 
jbridge to their Delegates in the enfuing feffion of the 
Alfembly might not be the. fentiments of a junto, 
but of the freemen generally, each company of mi- 
litia of the firft battalion chofe two men in their 

L 2 bounds^ 
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bounds, and fent thena to meet at Lexington on tBe 
third day of Auguft, for that exprefs purpote ; wheii 
and where the Commiffioners, upon deliberation, 
gave the following : 

GbNTI/EMEN, 

WhereaS wcrcckon it unjuft and diflbnant to repub- 
lican government, that any tmmber of citizens fhould 
be obliged to fpcnd their time, and rilk their livcs^ 
Bnd pay their money, and yet be deprived of a voice 
in the iegiilature; we, in the moft unequivocal 
terms, inflruft you to infift that the members ol^ 
the Convention fhall be chofen by all the freemen 
who have a vifible attachment to the Commouj- 
wealth, and are by few obliged to fupport it. 

With refpedl: to the other objedts referred to our 
confideration, viz, the manfes, churches, and glebes'; 
as we fee no reafon why any defcription of men 
ihould hold fo much properly of the people at large, 
and as little reafon. to take that property from one 
defcription and give it to another, our fentiment is, 
that the manfes, churches, glebes, and other pro- 
perty beflowed on the church of England, once in 
this State eftablifhed by law, fhould be fold for a^ 
much money a^ they can bring, and the money put 
ioto the State Treafury, and applied as other public 
money, to the fupport of the Commonwealth, except- 
ing fuch property as it fhall be made clearly to appear 
were donations of private individuals; in which 
cafe we are of opinion, that it fhould continue to the 
ufe and benefit of the epifcopalian denomination, 
where they have churches occupied ; but where they 
are not, or there is no ftrong evidence they will be 
occupied, that it fhould revert to the original donors 
or their heirs ; or, in the event of their not bein^ 
found, that it fhould be aflumed by the State as cf- 
cheated, 

• Refolved, tliat whereas the other battalion in this 
, county, by fame means or other have not met with 

us 
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ds as we hoped, we are ready, upon notice being, 
given to us, to meet with them, and to lubmit thefe 
inftrudlions to the confideration of the whole county 
Gonimiffioners, when met; but that thefe inflruc- 
iions fliall, in the meantime, be publilhed in the 
Winchefterand Richmond newfpapers. 

(Signed) Joseph Rodger, 

Chairman*. 

Prieftleys Lett ^ to Gough^ of Savannah, — Clapton, 
jiug. z\fl^ ^191* " Sir, I was highly gratified by 
the account you were fo good as to tranfmit to me of 
the favourable manner in which the news of the re- 
yolution in Frante was received in America, efpc-'- 
jcially as at that time there were doubts entertained on* 
thefubjedt. That many viewed it in an unfavourable 
light with you, I have no doubt, but that a revolu- 
tion, in all, the eifentials fo nearly refembling your 
x>wn, Ihould not be thought a joyful event by the' 
Americans in general, I could not believe. Your 

r ■ ■ w ' mm m •• ■'■^ -' f . M ■ — -• • 

* There was, I thought, reafon to hope, that the people of 
Virginia were nearly cured of that moft malignant malady, jhc fe*- 
ver of LIBERTY and equality ; but, if I am to judge from the 
•above inftiiidions, the difeafe rages with more violence than 
iCver. 

How long, in the devil's name, has it been the faXhion for the 
CITIZENS to give their inftni6iions by battalions ?»-*l fup* 
pofe it was done with fixed bayonets tooi 

That a fet of armed 'ruflians impregnated with the poifon of 
French principles, (hould propofe to lay their fraternal fingers 00 
the property of the churcb of England, or of any other church, 
ijtoes not at all furprife me; but I am aflonidied that Mr. Ellice, 
FHce iliould have io Jittle regard for the honour of his State as to 
give publicity to tbe vik and impious propofition. 

J look upQ9 thefe iN^TRugrioN-s, as' they are called, to be a 
{brt of tampering With the people of Virginia j a feeling of their 
pulfetofee how they will bear an invasion of property. Let 
ihefe embodied rank*nnd-^fi.le fans«ailottes fix their vile talons on^ 
th« property of the church, and you will foon fee them find out 
pther property ^* belonging to the people at large.*' Their bre- 
thren of France have fliown them a fuccefsfiil example, and they 
Urill not fail to profit froip it if they are once fuffered to comnience 
^Kkn^mn car^pr. 

L 3 VXV&T 
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letter made me quite eafy on the fubjc<5V, andenablc4 
me to fatisfy my friends. Since that time there have 
been more revolutions, a^ they may be called, ia 
France; all, however, I am willing to think, fa- 
vourable to liberty and happinefs, though at the 
time I and all my friends were difpofed to forebode 
ill, as our particular friends were the fufferers. The 
lafl cpnftitution feems now to give almoft univerfa^J 
fatisfa6lion ; the infurre^lion feems to be nearly fup- 
prefled ; and as to theij: foreign enemies, they make 
light of them. ladeed they have only ferved to roufe 
9nd unite them. 

** We have been alarmed with the apprehenfion of 
^ war with America ; but I hope there will be wif- 
dom on your fide of the water, though little, I fear, 
on ours, to prevent it. Both countries muft be ma- 
terially injured by fuch an event, and neither of 
them could be a gainer. This, indeed, is the cafq 
^ith rcfpeil to all wars, but more obvioufly fo in 
this than in moil others. 

" I fend this by my fons^ who are going to find a 
iettlemcnt in your country* All I have (three) will 
be there, and then I fliall expe6t to follow foon. I 
cannot give you an idea of the violence with whicH 
every ifriend of liberty is profecuted in this country. 
Little of the liberty of the prefs on political fubje6ts 
is now left, and the country in general goes heartily 
with the court into all their meafures ; fo that nothing 
tpt general calamity, which I fear is approaching; 
will open their eyes* The fource of all this evil is want 
of knowledge in the lower, and fome not of the lower, 
orders of the people. T!he Fiierich are wifely pro-». 
viding againft this evil by a fyfteip of public infl:ruc- 
tion. Here even Sunday fchools begin to be re- 
probated, as making the coinmon people too knowingt 
*' f^ With much gratitude for your communications, ' 
** I am^ Sir, yours finccrely, 
^ ** J. Priestley/* 
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American Flag frefenied to the French Cpfhfention —p.. 
*^ National Convention^ Sept. 1 \th^ »794 Bernard of 
Sainted Prejident. The Prcfident. — k letter \xi 
Englifh has juft now been delivered to me; the 
tranflation which was fubjoined, announces, that the 
Minifter Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America fends a ftand of colours, in order io b^ 
placed in the ball of the National Convention, on 
the fide of the French colours. It is brought by an 
officer of the United States. 

" The Convention orders him to be admitted. 
The American officer enters the bar amidft univerfal 
Ihouts of applaufe : he carries a ftandard, the colours 
of which are the fame as thofe of our fiandard of Vw 
berty, with the only difference that a blue field is 
interfperfed with stars. 

" He prefented the two following pieces, whic!> 
were read by a Secretary, 

" The Minifter of the United States of America to th$ 
Prefident of the National Convention^ 

"Paris, 23d Fruftidor (Sept. nth), the 2d year 
of the French Republicy one and indivifible, 

** Citizen Prefidenti the Convention having de-.* 
creed, that the colours of the American and French 
republics fhquld be united, and firpam together in 
the place of its fittings, as a teftimony of the union 
and friendfhip which ought to fubfift for ever among 
the two nations, I thought that I could not better 
manifefi the deep impreffion which this decree has 
made on me, and exprefs the thankful fenfations of 
my conftituents, than by procuring their colours to 
be carefully executed, and in offering them in the 
name of the American people to the Rcprefentatives 
of the French nation. 

" I have had them made in the form lately decreed 
by Congrefs, and have trufted them to Captain 
Barney, an oflSicer of diftinguilhed merit, who h^^ 
fewicpp4 ys great fervices by fea in the courfe of our 

L ij. revoltition, 
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revolution, Jie is charged to prgfent and depofit 
them on the fpot whFch you fliall judge proper tQ 
appoint for them. Accept, Citizen Preiident, this 
ilandard as a new pledge of the fenfibility. with 
which the American people always receive the Lixte- 
reft and friendftiip which their good and brave allies 
give them ; as alfo^'of the pleafure and ardour with 
which they feize every opportunity of cementing and 
confolidating the union and good underftauding 
Between the two nations." (Applauded.) 
. Speech of Captain Barney ^ hearer of the Colours. 
*^ Citizens Directors, 

" Having been diredied by the Minifter Plenipo^ 
tentiary of the United States of America, to carry to 
the National Convention the flag demanded of him,, 
ftie flag under the aufpices of which I had the hp- 
nour to fight againft our common enemy during fhe 
war which has aflTured our liberty and independence \ 
I difcharge this honourable duty with the moft lively 
iatisfadlion, a^d deliver it to you. Henceforth fuf- 
pended on the fide of that oF the French Republic, it 
will become the fymbol of the union which fubfifts be* 
twcen the two nations, and laft, I hope, as long a§ 
the freedom which they have fo bravely conquered^ 
and fo wifely confolidated/' 

" N . The Citizen who has juft fpoke at the 

bar, is one of the moft diftinguifhed fea officers of 
America. He has rendered great fervices to the li- 
berty of his country, and he could render the fame 
to the liberty of Fyance. I demand that this obfer^- 
vation be referred to thee^tamination of the Commit- 
tee of Public Safety, and that the fraternal em- 
brace be given to t^is brave officer." (Applauded.) 
" Several voices. • l!hc fraternal epibrace !'— • 
(Decreed.) 

^« The officer went up with the flag to the chair 
of the Prefident, and received the fraternal embrac^ 
»midft unanimous acclamations and applaufes. 

a /* Mat|vcBi< 



^* Mathieu. — One of our colleagues, in rendering 
homage to the talents and fecvices of that officer, told 
you that he could be ufefuUy employed by our Re- 
public. I fecond the reference of his obfervation tQ 
the Committee of Public Safety." (Decreed.) 

MQttroesfirft Speech to the National Conventioiu 

The following fpeech ought to be preferyed as a 
^ecimen of republican bafenefs and infolence. 

♦' Citizen Prefident, and Reprefentatives of 
the French people, 

" My admiffion iqto this Affembly, and into tha 
prefence of the French nation (for all citizens of 
France are here reprefented), in order to be received 
as the Reprefentative of the American Republic, af- 
ledis my fenlibility in a manner that I cannot ex- 
plain. I confider it as a new proof of the friendfliip 
and efteem which the French nation has always tef- 
tified towards its allies the United States of America. 

" Republics ought to draw nearer towards each 
pther. in many points of view, they have the fama 
iuterefis; but a maxim fo generally true, is particu- 
larly fo with refpcd to the French and Americaij 
.(Commonwealth. Their Governments have much 
analogy to each other. They both cherifh like prin- 
jciples, and repqfe on a fimilar balis, to wit, the un- 
alienable and equal rights of man. The rcmemr 
brance even of common dangers cap but augment 
their harmony, and be the cement of this union. 
America has had her days of oppreflion, of difficulty, 
pod war ; but her fons were brave and virtuous, 
^d the ftorra which fo long obfcqred her political. 
Horizon, is difperfed, and liath left her in full en- 
iftyment of peace, of liberty, and of independence. 

** France, our ally and pur friend, who affilled 
US- in oqr firuggle, is now launched into the fame 
Jjonqurable career; and I am happy to be able to 

', Jhat wJiilft the perfcverance^ the magnanimity, 

?^4 
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and heroic valour of her troops command the admi- 
ration and applaufes of an aftoniflied world, the 
tvifdom and the firmnefs of her councils equally pro- 
mifc the moft fortunate fuccefs. America is not aa 
infenfible fpe6iatrix of your efforts in theprefent cri- 
fis. I lay before you, in tj)e declarations of each 
branch of our Government, declarations' founded on 
the affections of our citizens, the m6& convincing 
proof pf their fincere attachment for the liberty, 
profperity, and happinefs of the French Republic. 
Every member of Congrcfs, according to the mode 
of deliberation eflablifhed in that body, hath delired 
the Prelident to inform you of thefc fehtiments ; and 
in fulfilling the defire of the two Houfes, I am 
inflrudled by the Pr^fidcnt to add, that they alfd 
exprefs his own feelings. 

' ** The powers confided to me being recognifed by 
you, I promife myfelf the greateft fatisfac^ion in the 
exercife of my funftions, as I am ultimately per* 
fuaded, that, in obeying the impulfes of my own 
heart, and in forming the warmeft withes for the 
liberty and happinefs of the French nation, I fliall 
beft explain the wifhes and fentiments of my own 
country ; and in doing every thing in my power to 
preferve and perpetuate the good harmony fo happily 
exifling between the two Republics, I ihall render 
the beft fervice to them both. 

** Towards this obje6l all my efforts Ihall be di- 
re6ted. If I am fortunate enough to merit the apn 
probation of the two Republics, I (hall regard it 
as the happieft event of my life, and I ihall then 
retire with the confcioqs pleafure of having fhared( 
feelings with thofe whole intentions are uprightji 
and who ferve the caufe of liberty. 

The loud and univerfal applaufes which had ac- 
companied the Minifter at his entrance, frequently 
interrupted his difconrle. 
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The Secretary then read his letter of credence ; 
whereupon the Prefident of the National Conven- 
tion made the following anfwer : 

" The French people have not forgottei^ that it 
is to the American people they owe their initiation 
into the caufc of liberty ; it was in admiring thq 
fublime infurre6lion of the American people againft 
that Albion, once fo haughty, but now fo humbled ; 
it was in taking themfelves arms to fecond your cou- 
rageous efforts, and in cementing your independence 
by the blood of our brave warriors, that the French 
people learned in their turn to break the fceptre of 
t5rranny, and to elevate the ftatue of Liberty on the 
wreck of a throne fupported during fourteen centu- 
ries only by crimes and by corruption. 

*^ How then Ihould it happen that we fhould not 
be friends ? Why l];iould we not affociate the mutual 
ineans of profperity that our commerce and navi- 
gation offer to two people freed by each other? 
But it is not merely a diplomatic alliance ; it is the 
fweeteft fraternity, and the mo& frank at the fame 
time, that muft unite us ; this it is that, indeed, 
unites us; and this union ftiall be for ever indiflblu- 
ble, as it will be for ever the dread of tyrants, the 
fafeguard of the liberty of the world, and the pre- 
fcrver of all the focial and philanthropic virtues. 

** In bringing to us, citizens, the pledge of this 
union fo dear to us, then could it not fail to be 
received with the livcliefl emotions. It is now five 
years fince an ufurper of the fovereignty of the peo- 
ple would have received thee with the pride which 
belongs alone to vice ; and he had thought it much 
to have given to the Minifter of a free people fomc 
tokens of an infolent protedlion. But ^o-day the fo- 
vereign people themfelves, by the organ of their 
feithful Reprefentatives, receive thee ; and thoU 
jiecft the tepdernefp; the effufion of foul that ^ccora- 

panicis[ 
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panies this fimple and touching, ceremony, I dm 
impatient to crown thee with the fraternal embr^cby 
which I am ordered to give thee in the name of the 
French people. Come and receive it in the name of 
the American people ; and let this fpc^tacle complete 
the annihilation of an impious coalition of tyrantsu'^ 

Wednesday, 13^^ September. 

Democratic Patriotifm. — An aflaffination took place^ 
yefterday in the interior of the Louvre. Madao^ 
Beruer, the widow of the fculptor of that name, wm: 
gone on that day to Verfailles. She had left in her 
houfe alone, hercook> a young woman of between; 
20 and 22 years of age. On her return about tear 
fn the evening, Ihe found that flie had been robbed. 
JHer cook was in her fliift, ftretched on the kitchen* 
pavement, with her. throat cut, and feveral ftabs of- 
^ knife in her body. The public ofRctr was imme*r 
diately applied to ; he found in the houfe a jacket, in 
the pocket of which was a certificate of patrtoti/in^ 
Jie went to the place pointed out in the card, an4 
found that the perfort was a journeyman tailor, who 
had difappeared, but in wbofe trunk the plate antj' 
clothes of Madam Beruer were found. From the. 
circumfiance of the jackfet, and of the carcafs beingi 
fl ripped to the fhift,.it is fuppofed that fpme con- 
pexion exifted bjet\yc.en th.e dece^fed and her muTr; 
derer. 

Democratic Economy^^-^To thofe who, for thft' 
purppfe of exciting difcontent, have beeaa in the? 
$abit of reprefenting ^- republic as the cheapefti' 
form of government, the late reports of the com-r 
mittejes ot the French Councils will convey 'much 
ufeful information. It is now proved by their owi<> 
fonfeflipns, tljat tlje ^bufps which formerly ftibfift^l 

hi*Y* 
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have been increalqd in an infinite degree ; that the 
liitQjQ; Scandalous fraud and profufion have prevailed 
in every branch of the government; that offices of 
all kinds have been exceffively multiplied, and that 
0ne hundred a7id feventeen perfons are now employed 
jto. teanlad bufinefs which was formerly managed by 
/even! 

Democratic Temperance. — General Orders. Head* 
Quarters at Friedberg^ Feb. 9. "A Commander of 
^Brigade (whofe name we are deftrom of concealing)\iz^ 
been put under an arreft, for having exaded from 
his hoft the following articles, daily ^ viz. eight pounds 
of beef, a flieep, a calf, a fowl, a goofe, 24 eggs, 
%\ loaves of white bread, 3 loaves of brown bread, 
3 pounds of fugar, 3 pounds of butter, i pound of 
coffee, 26 bottles of wine, i pound of fealing-wax, 
I bundle of pens, i pound of tobacco, a ream of 
paper, 12 pipes, and a whiftle for quails. 
(A true copy) 
" Commander in Chief of the General Staff, 
(Signed) " Cherin." 

This affair will, no doubt, engage the attention 
^.f Jhe Pire6lory, who'will take meafures to prevent 
the other Commanders of brigades from fettling them- 
felves at limilar allowances. It will be fenlible of 
the danger of fuffering this fort of gluttons to mul- 
tiply, who, like fo many Garagantuas^ will fwallow 
lap the new republics as faft as they are made. 

Democratic Madefy. -^Tho accoiichement (lying-in) 
ef one of the wives of a French Director was an^ 
nounced at Paris by a royal falute I 

. Democratic Confidence. -^r-^orxa.'pdxtt is generaly at- 
tended by a troop o( guides^^thcy arc, in fa(ft, guards 
againft ajfajpnatfon. 

French 
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Frefich Memorial to the Prince of Peace. 
Copy of a Memorial frefented hy the French Amhajfad^ 

at Madrid^ Citizen Perignony to his Excellency the 

Prince of Peace* 
My Lord, 

The Executive Dire6lory has heard wkh aftonifli- 
ment the unexpedled refultof the naval engagement 
between the fleet of his Catholic Majefty and the 
Britifh. I have received an extraordinary packet, 
which has juft come to my hands, ordering that I do 
at this moment make known to his Majefly the true 
caufes that contributed to the malicious lofs, which 
has evidently foiled the honour of the Spanifh flag. 
I am well perfuaded, my Lord, that a deteftable po- 
licy will ftrive to cover fo (hatneful an aftion with 
darknefs ; and, in order to obtain its ends with im- 
punity, will hide the truth. But fliould his Majefty' 
Jiften to the falfe excufes which in fuch cafes the 
guilty will value themfelves upon, I will comply 
with the confidence which my nation has placed in 
me> and will make liars, in prcfence of his Majefty, 
of all who pretend to contradid the veracity of what 
I advance. The Direflory has ordered me to give 
you this information, that you may lay it before his 
Majefty. 

The Spaniards have formerly given proofs of 
fuperior valour, talents, and military Ikill : but in 
late inflances fome have degenerated, and by reafon 
of a different fyftem in the order of things in all 
Europe, have loft that which they had in pofleffion 
for fo many ages. It is indifpenfable, in order to 
prcferve the body politic, to deftroy and cut off by 
the root this pernicious evil. 

The pavy, my Lord, has juft given us a full proof 
of this indubitable truth, being in force fuflicient to 
bring down the haughtinefe of the Britilh, which 
was juft beginning to diminifli and fall fliort of tljc 
high opinion conceived of their navy. But the event 

has 
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has fo elevated their arrogance, that there is no ex- 
ample to equal it. 

For this powerful reafon, the commerce, which 
fupports the Spanilh monarchy, is about to be ruined 
by irreparable loffes^ The whole nation detefts the 
tardy operations of the navy, and laments with fear 
the misfortune which is about to befall them. The.facb 
is, the fleet would not, or did not go into adiion 
(let us cover this treafon); the fleet has fold the ho- 
nour of the nation. 

It. has been fo reprefented to the Diredlory by do- 
cuments which cannot be difputed : and as they al- 
ways are led by fentiraents which promote the ho- 
nour of their allies, they cannot look with indifr 
ference at fo vile an a6tion, which will produce per- 
nicious and terrible confequences. 

I therefore requeft, in their name, that you will 
prevail on his Majefty to be inflexible in punilli ing 
with rigour thofe who have been guilty of crime, 
I wait your Lordfhip's anfwer for the information of 
the Direftor}^ 

Perignon. 



Chic Feq/i.-^Bofiony gth jipril^ I795* OnTuef- 
day laft were celebrated in this town, the late glo- 
rious iucceifes of France, and the reftoration of the 
liberties of our allies the citizens of Holland. The 
day was ufhered in with the ringing 6f bells, and 
ihe joy of the citizens was fully ev^enced through 
the day, by the difcharge of c^noon, tho difplay of 
the French and American fla^s in thq Union, and 
the found of martjal muflc through the town. 

At two o'clock a refpcdlable company of French, 
American, and Dutch citizens, repaired to Fa- 
neuil Hall, where was provided by Citizen Julicn 
an elegant and truly republican entertainment ; the 
Jiall and tables were beautifully decorated on the oc- 
calion ; therepaft was highly gratifying to all prefent, 
3 a? 
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as the fraternity which enlivened every countenance 
reciprocated the moft pleating fenfations. 

The Governor, accompanied by the French Con* 
fill, entered the Hall about half paft two, amidn: 
the loudeft applaiifes of his fellow-citizens. The 
gentlemen feleftmen, a number of civil and mili- 
tary officers of the State, and a truly fraternal band 
of merchants, mechanics, and French and Dutch 
citizens were prefent on this joyful occafion ; and 
the whole proceedings of the day were condudled 
with that order, decciiCy, and fobriety, which ever 
chara6terize democratic republicans. 

In the evening the lleeple of the north church 
was illuminated. 

Civic Feaft. — Reading (Majf.), loih Aprils '795* 
Yeflerday a civic feaft was obferved in this place, 
to celebrate the glorious fuccefs of the French armsf^ 
in the caufe of freedom, in the following manner : 

The day was ufhered in by the ringing of the 
bells, and a falute of fifteen difcharges from a field* 
piece. The American flag waved in the wind, and 
the flag of Fra*nce over tl^ie Britifti in an inverted 
order. At noon, a large number of refpe6lable 
citizens aflembled at Citizen Rayner's, and partook 
of an elegant entertaiiiment. After dinner, Captaia 
JEmcrfon's military company, in uniform', aflembled, 
and cfcorted the citizens to the Meeting houfep 
where an addrefs, pertinent to the occafion, wa» 
delivered by the Rev. Mr! Prentifs, and unitfed pray- 
ers and praifes were offered up to God, and feveral 
hymns and anthems wcrp well fung ; after which 
they returned in proceflion to Citizen Raynex's, 
when three farmers, with their frocks and uteufils. 
and with a tree on their flioulders, were efcortcd by 
the military company, formed into ahollow fquare, to 
ihe common, where the tree was planted in form a$ 
an emblem of freedom, and the Marfeillois Hyma 

. was 
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was fung by a choir within a circle round the tree. 
The whole body of citizens then returned to Citizen 
Rayner's in proceffion, where the following toafta 
were drank, with the difcharge of cannon and pla- 
toons, and loud huzzas. Hilarity, joy, and order, 
were confpicuous through the whole. 

Major Bordman, by requeft, fuperintended the bu- 
linefs of the day, and diredled the manoeuvres. , 

Toqfts.—i. The great family of mankind — ma/ 
they be all united, and their united exertions pro- 
duce univerfal benevolence. 

2. America — may her falubrious air never be 
contaminated with the infedtious breath of nobility. 

3. The Government of France— may wifdom and 
patriotifm dire6l its councils, and peace and order 
be confpicuous in all its proceedings. 

4. May the kings and nobility of the earth be 
brought peaceably to refign their titles and honours 
to the equal rights of man. 

5. May the patriots of Holland unite their forces 
witti the enlightened Republic of France for the abo- 
lition of kings and tyrants from the earth. 

6. May the fvvord of the French not return to its. 
fcabbard until the objedl is obtained for which it was 
drawn. 

7. May crowns become footftools, and kingdoms 
republics, and all nations rejoin in liberty and peace. 

8. May the tyrants of Britain be equally con- 
founded with thofe of Holland, and equal rights be 
reftored to its virtuous fons. 



Thursday, 14^^ September. 

f^ Muir has lately written a letter to the French 
*♦ I)ire(ftory from Cadiz, where he is ft ill detained by 
" the wounds he received in the engagement that 
" took place between the Spanifh frigate, on board 
*' of which he was, and an Englilh Ihip. He has 

VOL. vii# u " ^3/^ 
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^' lojl an eye, and one fide of his face is totally dif^ 
** figured. In other refpcfts he is out of danger, 
" and will foon fet out for Paris." 

Soon fet out for Paris ! Yes, that is the traitor's 
rendezvous ; the aflaffin*s general home. If I re- 
member well, this mifcreant Muir, on his trial, pre- 
tended that he difapproved of the French principles, 
and that he was even periecuted at Paris. How 
comes the villain now to write to the Direftory ? 
Would he write to perfons by whom he was difliked, 
and amongft whom he met with perfecution, to in- 
form them that he* was about to take refuge under 
their wings ? 

The rafcal^has loft one eye. So far fo good ; but 
he fhould have loft two. However, to be continu- 
ally tormented with the fight of his ** totally dhfigured^^ 
vifage may, for aught I know, be a greater punifli- 
ment than blindnefs itfelf ; and if fo, I am glad he 
has got one eye left. 

He was a fine rofy-gilled fellow, when he flood, 
like an impudent villain as he was, and dared the 
Court of Seffion in Scotland. He has now got the 
marksof liberty and equality : an empty purfe, lank 
fides, and a mutilated face. A thoufand bleflings 
on the ball that caufed his wounds ! May fuch never 
be wanting while there is a Jacobin traitor on earth ! 

Friday, 15^^ September. 

. French Barharity.^^K peafant at Achicourt, a 
village near Arras, came to fell butter in the town. 
As fhe walked along the ftreets, Ihe met a cart filled 
with viAims who were going to execution. ^^Thofe 
people/* faid the poor creature, *^ are put to death 
for a very triflie.*' She was inftantly feized, and led 
io the tribunal of Lebon. During her trial (he held 
in her arms her infant of three months old, whom Ihe 
iiickled. When fixe heard her fentence of death, 

"What!"^ 
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^ What!" faid fhe, *^ am I, for having faid one 
^^ fingle word, to be cut off from my poor little dear 
^' for ever ?'* When fhe received the fatal ftroke, 
the milk iflued rapidly from her bofom, and min- 
gling with her blood, bathed her executioner* . 

Saturday, 16^^ September. 

French Piracy. — " It is reported that the French pri- 
vateer which was lately at Newcaftle, is now lying 
eleven miles below Reedy IJland^ waiting for outward^ 
bound vejfels — that the Captain had been up to the 
city, and obtained an account of the number of vef- 
fels about failing from this port, and in particular 
that he had mentioned the names of the fchooners 
Hermione, King, and Minerva, Captain Andaulle> 
and feveral other veflels." 

ril lay any one a hundred dollars, that the French 
will come and take the veffels from our wharfs be- 
fore this day three months. This is no joke. I am 
fully perfuaded they will do it, and am ready to back 
my opinion. Governor Mifflin had the cannon 
dragged down to thefe wharfs to falute the fans-cu- 
lotte frigate in 1793; the French are novv paying 
back the compliment. I wonder what our wife 
Governor will fay to this : his paternal attention 
ought to be called forth now to proteft us iagainfl 
the fangs of his dear friends the Carmagnoles. 

When we turn our eyes back to the year '03 dnd 
'$4, and recolledl that the dry-good fhop- windows 
were decorated with tri-coloured cockades ; that the 
militia wore thefe vile things in their hats ; that 
Danfons la Carmagnole and Ca4ra were chanted in 
every corner of the city ; that it was looked upon as 
a fort of crime not to adore the French, and that to 
abufe, curfe, and blafpheme every thing that wa^ 
Britifh was regarded as a duty — ^when we recollcift 
aU this, we can read accounts of French infolence 

M 2 with 
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Vfith fome degree of patience, " As you make yov^ 
hedy'' faid the old woman to her daughter, ^""foym 
mufl lie in itT 

• Monday, i 8^^ September. 

BIood'leUin^."MK. Porcupine, The confequences 
of the prevailing licknefs are felt by no clafs of men 
more than the refpedlable fraternity to which I have 
the honour to belong. The dreadful folitude I have 
of late experienced in my deferted bar-room, has 
enabled me to read^ with fome attention, the fopo- 
rjflc eiTays with which our fcribbling phyficians 
^nd their hopeful pupils havefo generoufly favoured 
the public. Their efFedl on my prefent hypochon- 
driacal difpofition has been great ; and the many 
charming llumbers I have enjoyed, during the pe- 
rufal of fuch dull eflays, have given wonderful 
relief to my diftrcfled imagination. 

As by thefe diflertations I find the whole materia 
medica is beautifully reduced to the very fimple fyf- 
' tem of copious blood-letting and comfortable eva- 
cuations, I have determined to defert a trade thus 
ruined by the fever, and commence a bufinefs which 
has that fever for its fupport ; as I am clearly of opi- 
nion, that Providence is kindly increaliHg this fcourge 
oi our city, that the advocates of DocStor Sangrado 
may completely triumph over their enemies, by their 
greater fuccefs in the cure. I forefee vaft emolu- 
ments arifing to ray view, fufficient to compenfate 
tlie great lols I have fuftaioed in my prefent trade ; 
and as there appears a fcarqity of phyficians entirely 
devoted to the nobh^Jlem of hlood-lettingy I earneflly 
recommend to my diftrefled brethren to form a Col- 
lege immediately, and take out their diploma in this 
new branch of bufinefs. 

That the public may not fuppofe us without qua- 
lifications, I have to obferve that our prefent trade 

is 



SEPTEMBER^ 1797. 165 

ft 

IS analogous to our new profeflion. We have cer- 
tainly been ufed to evacuations (as thepurfes of our 
gueflscan witnefs) ; we can furnifli copious draughts, 
and are thoroughly acquainted with the whole fjrf- 
tem of dieting, and alfo mixing compounds. As to 
blood-letting, ourhoftlers will ufe their fleams with 
fuccefs, as we fhall particularly limit them to take 
no more blood from the human body than they have 
hitherto drawn from their horfes. As it is necelTary 
to bleed our patients until they faint, we have always 
at hand the befl: cordials to revive them. Our car- 
riages too will enable us to drive ourfelves into prac- 
tice ; and as we have heard that the barbers formerly 
cxercifed the noble art of phlebotomy, and were 
thence denominated Barber Surgeons, I fee no ob- 
jc6lion to our taking the appellation of Vintner Phy- 
Hcians. A Tavern-keeper* 



Tuesday, 19^** September. 

The French at the Brandywine. — Among the many 
laudable attempts that have been made to prove the 
excellence of a Government adminiftered by vifove^ 
reign people ^ I do not recoUeft a more fuccefsful one 
than the following : 

** The fchooner Flying Fifh, Captain Maxwell, 
from Jamaica, now at the Fort, was brought to a 
few days fince by a gun from the French privateer at 
anchor off the Brandywine. Captain Maxwell hailed. 
From Hampton Roads ; but this not falisfying the 
Frenchman, he fent his boat well manned to over^ 
haul the fchooner s papers. In the mean time Captain 
Maxwell fufFered himfelf to drift aftern of the pri- 
vateer, and juft as the boat was dropping alongfide, 
he hoifted fail and made off. The privateer weighed 
anchor Ihortly after, but did not think proper to t^ur 
fue Captain Maxwell/' 

M 3 ThlS;^' 
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This, one would imagine, was the ne plus ultra of 
national difgracc, but it is not. I yefterday offered 
to lay a wager of a hundred dollars that the French 
come and cut out the veflels from our wharfs, in lefs 
than lix months tipie^ and I am certain they will 
do it. 

Now, are we not in a pretty fituation ? everlaft- 
ingly bpafting and toafting ^bout independence, our 
power, and our bravery; filling our newfpapers 
with pompous accounts of the building and the 
launching of our frigates : while French priva- 
teers not only fcour our coafl from one end to the 
other, and lie in our roads with impunity, but fail 
u^ our rivers, advance to within thirty miles of the 
capital, and there fire at our vejfels, bring them to, 
and examine their papers ! Gracious God ! if this be 
independence^ if this be the lot of a fovereign citi^i^m^ 
xnake me, I pray thee, ihc fiibje^ of fome dependant 
flate. 

The frigate of Philadelphia is, at this moment, 
lying not thirty miles from the fpot where this abo- 
minable, unbearable infult was offered to the coun- 
try ! I do not know whether Ihe be ready to fail or 
not ; nor is it of any confequence : fhe ought to be 
towed down to the mouth of the river, to flielter us 
from fuch unheard-of difgrace. 

And where were the noble Wilmingt on battalions. 
- — ^thofe citizen foldiers, thofe centaurs of liberty^ that 
ihine fo bright in armour, and perform their inno- 
cent evolutions with fuch amazing dexterity and 
courage ? We hear enough of thefc gallant youths 
on ?i fourth of July. On fitch- like occafions they flun 
the neighbouring hills with their volleys. Where 
were they then, I fay, when Mounfeer was block- 
ading the Braiidywine mills, and blazing away upon 
their brother citizen ? lliere'is fomething unaccount- 
able in the condn6l of thefe youths. When one oj 
their own merchant-velfels was endeavouring to 

elude 
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elude the embargo in 1794, and get ofF with her 
cargo to a Britijhport^ then did their manly bofoms 
burn (ox glory. Like true citizen foldiers, out they 
fcampered, rough and ready, and fwore they would 
fight under the banners of the conftable to the laft 
drop of their blood. Even the hickory Quakers (with 
which Wilmington unfortunately abounds) ruflied 
down through the fwamps like fo many fwine, to Hop 
the criminal fugitive. Is it not amazing th^t the 
very people who were fo alert then, fhould be fo tor- 
pid now, when all the difference in the two cafes was, 
one veflel had cannon on boards the other had none P 



Medical Pivffing. 
** The times are ominous indeed, 
** When quack to quack cries, Purge and hUed*^ 

Thofe who are in the habit of looking over 
tha Gazettes which come in from the different 
parts of the country, mufi: have oblervcd, and 
with no fmall degree of indignation, the arts 
which our remorfelefs bleeder is making ufe of to 
puff off his prepofterous pradtice. He has, unfortu- 
nately, his partifans in every quarter of the country. 
To thefe he writes letters, and in return gets letters 
from them : he extols their pradlice, and they extol 
his ; and there is fcarcely a page of any newfpaper 
that I fee, which has the good fortune to efcape the 
poifbn of their prefcriptions. Blood, blood ! fiill 
they cry. More blood ! In every fentence they menace 
our poor veins. Their language is as frightful to the 
ears of the alarmed multitude, as is the raven's croak 
to thofe of the lickly flock. 

Among all thefe puffs I do not recoUeA a more 
fhamelefs one than the following from Dr. Tihon : 

Extradi of a letter from Dr. Tilton, of JVihnington^ 
to. Dr. Rujhy dated September 12. — ** We have had 
** repeated inflances oi your fever at this place. The 
^^ ij3ife6Uon has generally been taken in Philadelphia. 
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** I am not acquainted with any inftances where the 
** contagion has been received at Wilmington, but 
** at Newcaflle and Newport there are upequivocal 
** examples of the contagion being received from 
** thofe who brought it from the city. 

" In the treatment of the fever, we ufe copious 
*' blood-letting in the beginning, and aflive mercu-- 
^' rial purges. I have conceived, however, that 
** mercury is ufeful, not merely as a cathartic,, but 
*^ as afpecific agatnft all kinds of contagion. There is 
** no contagious difeafe in which its ufe is not ac- 
** knowledged ; not only fmall-pox, meafles, dyfcn- 
** tery, &c. but fcarlatina and influenza yield to its 
*' fpecific virtues. You probably remember as well 
*' as I, that it was given with advantage in the hof- 
** pital and camp fever. In Ihort^ I have efta^lilhed 
*^ it as a maxim to give mercury as foon as I know a 
*^ difeafe to be contagious.*' » 

This Dr. Til ton is a kind of Puritan ; a four, wry- 
faced, incorrigible democrat. He has the pride of 
Lucifer himfelf, and to me it is aftonilhing that he 
Ihould have condefcended to become the trumpet, 
the underling, the mere barber- furgeon of the 
xnafter bleeder. 

The mercurial purges too. Dr. Tilton muft break 
forth in praife of! Mercury is good for every thing 
that is contagious ! Is itgoodforfans-culotifrn, Doc- 
tor ? if it be, in the name of goodnefs, take a double 
dofe of it twice a day, till it has wrought a cure.— 
Dr. Rulh, in that emphatical ftyle which is peculiar 
to himfelf, calls mercury " the Sam/on of medicine." 
In his hands and in thofe of his pjlrtifans, it may, 
indeed, be jufily coqopared to Sam/on ; for I verily 
believe they have llain more Americans with it, than 
ever Samfon flew of the Philiflines. The Ifraelite 
flew his thoufands, but the Rufliites have flain their 
tens of thoufands. 

Triefthyan 
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PrieftJeyan Age. — ^The following, extraAed from 
the Philadelphia Aurora, is one of thofe pufFs which 
the adherents of Prieftley are continually plying us 
Vfith. 

** You have now Prieftley with you ; we do not 

V dcferve him. Some centuries hence this age will 
*^ not be known fo much by the defpotifm or wars 
f* of kings, as by the Prieftleyan age, as we fpeak 
*^ of the Auguftan. Happy for the inhabitants of 
^* the old world, their children, driven acrofs the At- 

V Ian tic, wifer than their fathers, have juflly eftimated 
^* the value and prerogatives of freedom j and havcv 
** at length difcovered, that the Deity is of no reli- 
^^ gion, but the common and beneficent Parent, as 
*^ well as the Creator of his children ; and that out 
V. of the 3000 religions in the world, they are all 
^* right whilft they cultivate the moral virtues in- 
*^ fpired by his government and attributes. This is 
** Chrijiianky ; but, alas ! it goeth not to courts *.'* 

Samuel Adams. — The following article, which is 
takep from a Bofton paper of the 1 7th of July, 1 793, 
exhibits a flriking inftance of republican honefty, 
and of the very great convenience attending the fitu- 
ation of Governor. 

** A correfpondent thinks too much praife cannot 
be given to our worthy Governor, for his vigilance 
in ijfuing a proclamation for the meeting of the Gemral 
Court on the very day, and perhaps at the moment, 
when the Marfhalofthe dx&niiferved him with a 
writy legally iffued from the Supreme Court of the 
United States. From his Excellency's well-known 
attachment to republican principles it cannot be fup- 



* ** This is ChriftianityP^ Three thoufand religions are all rights 
and all is Chriftianity ! ** But, alas ! it goeth not to courts :" of 
iprhich we are very glad indeed. If it did go there, ^v&ry king 
would (boii follow poor Louis XVI* 
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ofed that this originated in the pafiion of the mo* 
ncnt, in a wiflito cmbarrals the proceedings of the 
Federal Government, or to fix an unneceflary de- 
gree of importance and official dignity to the fer- 
vants of this Commonwealth. The whole tcnour of 
his Excellency's life, efpecially fince he has filled his 
prefent ftation, is a diredl contradidtion to any 
furmifes injurious to the moft difinterefled pa- 
Iriotifm *.'* 

Yazz§oLaws; or, the Firtues of republican Legif- 
htors fully exemplified. — ^The Yazzoo law of Georgia 
was paired long belore I commenced my labours as 
ail anti-republican writer ; but it is too ftriking an 
infiance, too important and too well attcfted a proof 
of republican turpitude to be omitted in thefe vo- 
lumes. 

The State of Georgia, like moft others of the 
United States of America, contained large diftridls 
of land which had never been granted to any indivi- 
dual or individuals, and which was, ofcourfe, ftill 
the property of the State, and at the difpofal of the 
Governor and Legiflatu re thereof. On the 7 th of 
January, 1795, during the governorfhip of George 
Mathews, an a<ft was pafled by the two Houies of 
Legiflaturc, and fandlioned by the Grovernor, for 
ielling a vaft traft of the ungranted land which lay in 
the weftern part of the State, and which was called 
the Yazzoo Country : hence the laws relative to this 
fale have been called the Yazzoo Laws. 



* The Englifli reader muft be informed that tliis General Cam 
is the two Houies of the Legiflature, and that thefe two Houf 
were aifembled, on this occafion, for the exprcfs purpofe of fh 
tcring *' his Excellency* from the operation of the writ ; that 
from being put into gScL The laws of the State do not permit 
Governor to be arretted during the feffion of the Legiilaturc ; 
therefore it was, that the Governor called a leilion to keop 
O^t of gaol, and his creditor out of his money ! ! ! 

Cer 
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Certain unprineipled members of the two Houfes of 
the Legiflature formed a plan for robbing their confti- 
tuentsof theYazzoo lands, confifting ofjiveral millmis 
of acres ; and, fhocking to relate ! this infamous plan 
was concurred in by ?i great majority of both Houfcw^. 
Thefe " virtuous republicans" formed themfelves 
into Land Companies^ and pafled a law, by which 
the lands were fold to themf elves and their ajfociates for 
about one half of the fura which they would have 
brought if fold to other perfons. Indeed 800,000 
dollars were offered for the very lands which thefe 
corrupt villains fold to themfelves for 500,000. 

The fraud of this tranfaflion could not remaia 
long undeteded. Thofe who had not been ad- 
mitted to a Ihare in the plunder, con>plained that 
the law was fraudulently obtained. Meetings of 
the people were called ; petitions and remonftrances 
were fent in from every quarter ; the Grand Juries of 
the different counties prefented the Yazzoo contract 
as a grievance ; and, towards the meeting of the 
next Legiflature, the clampur became almoft uni- 
Tcrfal*. 

The 

* The following is an cxtraft from the prcfentmcnt of the 
Grand Jury of the county of Burke, in Augufl, 1795. 

** We the Grand Jury of the county of Burke prefent as the 
greateft grievance the State of Georgia experiences, the fale of 
the Weftcrn Territory, and recommend that the next Legis- 
lature take the fubje6t into their mature deliberation ; and alfo^ 
that our fellow-citizens would be particular in fcrutinizing the 
characters of the candidates for the reprefentation, and reject 
thofe who arc known or fufpeCted to have intereft therein. We 
arc of opinion with a former Grand Jury, that it was ?i fraudulent one, 
and iffeBed by every /pedes of corruption. And furthermore we do 
earneHly recommend to our next Legiflature, that the laid frau- 
dulent and corrupt fale be made null and void, and that the fame 
territory be fecured to the State in fuch manner as that the rights 
of the citizens thereof may not again be violated* We alfo recorar 
in^nd that his Excellency the Governer retain in his treafury the 
jnonies appropriated for the purpofe of carrying into effedt the im- 
pending treaty with the Creek nation until after the fitting of the next 
tiegiilatare ; as we conceive that appropriation was Mo made for 
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The Legiflature of Georgia is cbofcn annuallj ; 
but, as the members may be re-ele6led, many of 
thofe whohad fold and bought the Yazzoo lands made 
a part of the new Legiflature, by which the Yazzoo 
law was annulled \ but not before the jff}^ purchafers 
had fold the lands to other perfons, and Ihifted the 
lofs from their own fhoulders to thofe of thoufands 
of honefl: unfufpedling perfons. 

The Committee appointed to examine into the 
Yazzoo purchafe, made a report, from which the 
following extradl is taken : 

*' The Committee lament that they are compelled 
** to declare, that Xhcfratidj corruption^ and coUufwn^ 
•* by which the faid adt was obtained, aiid the un-- 
" conftitutionality of the fame, evinces the utmofl 
** depravity in the majority of the late Legiflature. 
** It appears to your Committee, that public good 
** was placed entirely out of view, and private inte- 
** reft alone confulted; that the rights of the pre- 
*' fent generation were violated, and the rights of 
•* pofterity bartered by the faid a6t; that by it 
*• the mounds of equal right were broken down, 
** and the principles of ariftocracy eftablifhed 
^ in their ftead. The Committee, whilft they thusj 
" with fliame and confufion acknowledge, that fuch 
*^ a Legiflature, intrufted with the rights of their 
•* conftituents, could have exifted in Georgia, can* 
" not^ however, forbear to congratulate the prcfent 



the more ftilly carrying into cffcft and eftabliftiing the above fraiN 
dulcnt fale. We alfo prefent as a grievance, that x\it greater part 
pfihefe nvho are in public office have joined in the above corruption^ and 
Jyare in the public plunder '^ fuch men are truly dangerous, and not 
delerving the leaft countenance ; therefore recommend to the ho- 
nourable AfTembly that fnch charafters, whether fliaring by pur- 
chafe or othcrwife, be removed from office. This meafure will 
have a tendency to prevent others, in like cafes, offending, Pub^ 
lie officers ought to confider that they are fervants of the Republic,, 
i^id her property they ought not to embezzle or wa^e.'* 

" Legiflature 
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** liCgiflature and community at large, that there 
** are fufficient grounds, as well with refpe<9: to the 
** unconftitutionality of the a£ly as from the tefti- 
** mony before the Committee, of the fraud prac- 
** tifed to obtahi it, to pronounce, that the fame ia 
*^ a nulHty of itfelf, and not binding or obligatory 
** on the people of this State ; and they flatter them- 
*^ felves that a. declaration to that purport, by a le- 
*^ giflative aft, will check the rapacious and avari- 
^* cious fpirit of fpeculation which has in this State 
** overleaped all decent bounds, and which, if it 
*^ were to continue, would totally annihilate mora- 
*^ lity and good faith from among the citizens of the 
** State. The Committee, for this purpofe, beg 
** leave to report an aft for declaring the faid 
*^ ufurped a£l void, and for expunging the fame 
^* from the face of the public records ; and they 
** alfo herewith report, in part tefl:imony before 
*^ them, fifteen affidavits taken on fne fuhjeSt of the 
*^ fraud praStifed to obtain it^ 

Upon this report a law was framed and pafled, in 
January, 1796, to annul the contraft. This law- 
is a moft curious and valuable document. It is 
worth millions of volumes written againfl; republican 
government ; I fliall therefore be very copious in 
my extrafts from it. 

^* A Bill declaring null and void a certain ufurped 
aft pafled by the laft Legiflature of this State, at 
Augufta, the 7th day of January, 1795, under the 
pretended title of * An aft fupplementary to an 

* aft, entitled. An aft for appropriating a part of 

* the unlocated territory of this State, for the pay- 

* ment of the late State troops, and for other purpofes 

* therein mentioned; declaring the right of this 

* State to the unappropriated territory thereof, for 

* the proteftion of the frontiers, and for other pur- 

* pofes \ and for expunging from the public records 
the laid ufurped aft, and declaring the right of this 

State 
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State to all lands lying within the boundarres therda 
mentioned. 

*^ Whereas the lafl Legiflature of this ^tate, not 
confining itfelf to the powers with which that body 
was conftitutionally invefted, did ufurp a power to 
pafs an a<3: on the 7th day of January, 1795, enti- 
tled, * An ad fiipplemcntary to an a6l entitled. Ah 

* a6l for appropriating a part of the unlocated territory 

* of this State, for the payment of the late State 

* troops, and for other purpofes therein mentioned ; 

* declaring the right of the State to the unappropriated 

* territory thereof, for the prote6lion of the fron- 

* tiers, and for other purpofes ;* by which an enor- 
mous tra6l of unafcertained millions of acres of the < 
vacant territory of the State, was attempted to be 
difpofed of to a few individuals, in fee iimple ; and 
the fame is not only unfounded, as being without 
exprefs conflitutional authority, but is repugnant 
to that authority, as well as to the principles and fomt 
of government the good citizens of the State have 
chofen for their rule, which is democrat ical, or a 
government founded on equality of rights; and 
which is totally oppofcd to all proprietary grants, 
or monopolies in favour of a few, which tend to 
build up that defirudive ariftocracy in a new, which 
is tumbling in the old world; and which, if per- 
mitted, muft end in the annihilation of democracy 
and equal rights ; thofe rights and principles of go- 
vernment which our virtuous forefathers fought for, 
and eftablilhed with their blood : 

" And whereas, diveftedofall fundamental and 
conflitutional authority on which the faid ufurped adl 
might be declared by its advocates, and thofe who 
claim under it, to be founded, fraud has been prac- 
tifed to obtain it, and the grant under it ; and it is 
a fundamental principle both of law and equity, that 
there cannot be a wrong without a remedy ; and 
the State and the citizens thereof have fiifiered a 

moft 
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moft grievous injury in the barter of their rights by 
the faid ufurped adl and grants, and there is no 
court exifting, if the dignity of the State would per- 
mit her entering one, for the trial of fraud and coliu- 
fion of individuals, or to conteft her fovereignty 
with them, whereby the remedy for fo notorious aa 
injury could be obtained ; and it can no where better 
lie than with the Reprefentatives of the People, 
chofen by them, after due promulgation by the 
Grand Juries of moll of the counties of the State, of 
the means pradlifcd ; and by the remonftrances of 
the people to the Convention held on the loth 
day of May, 1795, fetting forth the atrocious fpe- 
culation, corruption, and coUufion, by which the 
iaid ufurped act and grants were obtained : 

'' And whereas the faid petition and remonftrances 
of the good people compofing the State, on the loth 
day of May, 1 7 95 > produced a refolution of that body 
in the following words : ^ Refolved, that it is the 
^ opinion pf this Convention, that from the numbers, 
^ rcfpe6lability,and ground of complaint ftated in the 

* fundry petitions laid before them, that this is a fub- 

* je<9: of importance meriting legiflative deliberation ; 

* Ordered, therefore, that fuch petitions be preferved 
' by the Secretary, and laid before the next Legifla- 

* ture at their enfuing feffion :* which refolution in- 
vefts this Legiflature with conventional powers, 
quo ad hoc, or,* in common terms, for the purpofe of 
inveftigating the fame, and which gives additional 
validity to the legiflative authority, were the powers 
of one Legiflature over the a6ls of another to be at- 
tempted to be queftioned : 

^* And whereas it appears that fundry affidavits, 
and a variety of proofs fatisfadtory to this Legiflature, 
as well as from the prefentments of the Grand 
Juries on oath of a confiderable majority of the 
counties of the State, and by the afore-recited peti- 
tions and remonftrances of the good people thereof 

to 
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fo the Convention, and by numerous petitions io 
this prefent Legiflature to the fame purport, as 
alfo from the felf- evident proof of fraud, arifing from 
therejeftion of eight hundred thoufand dollars, and 
the acceptance of five hundred thoufand dollars, as 
the confideration-money for which the faid terri- 
tory was fold, that fraud and corruption were prac- 
tifed to obtain the faid a6l and grants, and that a 
majority of thofe members of the Legiflature who 
voted in favour of the aforefaid a6l, were engaged in 
the purchafe ; and a majority of one vote only ap- 
peared in favour of the faid ufurped adl in the Se- 
nate, and on which majority in that branch the fame 
was paffed ; and corruption appears againft more 
than one member of that body ; which, exclufive 
of the many deceptions uled, and the inadequacy of 
price for fuch an immenfe and valuable ti'aft of 
country, would be fufficient in equity, reafon, and 
law, to invalidate the contract, even fuppofing if to 
be conftitutional, which this Legiflature declares it 
is not : 

"Be it therefore enafted, that the faid ufurped 
aft, pafled on the 7th day of January, 1795, entitled, 

* An a6l fupplementary to an a6l, entitled. An a6l 
^ for appropriating a part of the unlocated territory 

* of this State, for the payment of the late State troops, 
-* and for other purpofes therein mentioned ; declaring 
^ the right of this State to the unappropriated territory 

* thereof, for the protedlion of the frontiers, and for. 
^ other purpofes ;' be, and the fame is hereby declared 
null and void ; and the grant or grants, right or 
rights, claim or claims, ifluing, deduced, or derived 
therefrom, or from any other claufe, letter, or fpirit 
of the fame, or any part of the fame, is hereby alfo an- 
nulled, rendered void and of no effe^l ; and as the' 
fame was made without conftitutibnal authority, 
and fraudulently obtained, it is hereby declared of no 

binding 
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1>inding force or efFcdi: on this State or the people 
thereof, biit is and are to be confidered, both law 
and grant, as they ought to be, ipfofaflo of them- 
felves void ; and the territory therein mentioned is 
alfo hereby declared to be tne (ble property of the 
State, fubjedl only to the rfght of treaty of the 
United States, to enable the State to purchafe under 
its pre-emption right the Indian title to the fame. 

« And be 'it further enadled, that within three 
days after the paffing of this aft, the different 
branches of the Legiflature Ihall be affembled toge- 
ther ; at which meeting the officer fhall attend with 
the feveral records, documents, and deeds in the Se- 
cretary's, Surveyor-general's, and other public of- 
fices, and which records and documents fhall then 
and there be expunged from the face and indexes of 
the books of record of the State ; and the enrolled law^ 
cr lifurped a£t^ fhall then he publicly burnt ^ in order that 
no trace of fo unconftitutional, vile, and fraudulent 
a tranfaftion, other than the infiimy attached to it 
by this law, fhall remain in the public offices thereof: 
and it is hereby declared the duty of the county of- 
ficers of record, where any conveyance, bond, or 
other deed whatever, fhall have been recorded re- 
lating to the fale of the faid territory under the faid 
ufurped aft, to produce the book wherein the faid 
deed, bond, or conveyance, may be fo recorded, to 
the fuperior court at the next feffion of the court 
after the paffing this law, and which court is hereby 
direfted to caufe fuch clerk or keeper of records of 
the county to obliterate the fame in their prefence % 
and if fuch clerk or keeper of records negleft or re- 
fufe fo to do, he fhall be, and is hereby declared in- 
capable of holding any office of truft or confidence 
in this State, and the fuperior court fhall fufpend 
him : and from and after the paffing of this aft, if 
any clerk of a county, notary public, or other of- , 
ficer keeping record, fhall enter any tranfaftion, 
VOL. vif. N agreement. 
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agreement, conveyance, grant, law, or contrail: re*- 
lative to the faid purchafc under the fard ufurpcd a6t 
on their books of record, whereby claim can be de- 
rived of authority of record, he or they ftiall be ren-- 
dered incapable of holding any office of truft or pro- 
fit within this State, and be liable to a penalty of 
one thoufand dollars, to be recovered in any court 
within and under liie jurifdiclion of this State ; one 
half whereof to be given for the benefit of the in- 
former, and the other half to be lodged in the trea- 
fury for the ufc of the Commonwealth. 

" And be it further enacted, that the faid ufurped law 
pnfrcd on tlie 7th of January, 1 795, fliall not, nor fhall . 
any grant or grants iffued by virtue thereof, or any 
deed or conveyance, agreement or contraft, fcript or 
paper relative thereto, be received as evidence in any 
court of law or equity of this State, fo far as to cfta- 
blifh a right to the faid terfitoiy, or to any part there- 
of; provided that nothing herein contained ihall be 
conftrned to prevent fuch deed or conveyance, agree- 
ment or contra6l bcitween individuals, fcript iffued 
by the pretended purchalbrs, or other paper, from 
being received as evidence in private adtions for the 
rdcovery of any other monies or other interell given, 
paid, or exchanged, as the corklidcration for pre* 
tefnded fales by the original pretietided purchafers, or ' 
pcrfons claiming and felling by-and under them^ 

-" And be it further enadted, that hil^ Excellency 
ihc Governor be, and he i6 hereby empowered and 
required to iffue warrants on the treafurer,. after the 
expiration of fixty days, iri fav6ur of fuch peribns as 
may have htma fide depbfitfed mdhies, bank ftock, 
or flock in the funds of the iTnited States, or war- 
rants, in part or in whole ' payment of pretended 
flfafes of the faid pretended parchafed territory, pro- 
TiiJed the fame' Ihall be How th6r6ih, and not other- 
wtfe : aixd provided alfo^ tluit tb? rij(k attending' 

the 
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the keeping the fum or fums fo paid in, be deemed, 
and is hereby declared to lie entirely with the per- 
sons who depofited them, and that any charge of 
guards or other expenfes for the fafe keeping thereof, 
be deducted ; and in cafe of negledl of application 
^0 his Excellency therefor within eight months after 
the pa.fiing this a6t, thofame Ihall be, and is hereby 
deemqd property dereli6t andefcheated to and for 
the ufe of this State. 

** And be it further enabled, that any pretended 
power affumed. ufurped, or intended by the faid ad, 
or any claufe or letter of the iame, or which may or 
can be conflrued to that purpofe by the faid ufurped 
^6\,f grant or grants under it, or from the journals of 
the Houfe of Senate or Reprefentatives, to apply to 
the Government of the United States for the extin- 
guifliment of the Indian claims to the lands within 
the boundaries in the faid ufurped a6l mentioned, 
and the holding any treaty by the faid general Go- 
vernment in confequence of any application therefor 
by, the company purchafers under the faid ufurped 
aft, fo far as may afFedl: the rights of this State to 
the lands therein defcribed, is and ara hereby de- 
clared null and void : and the right of applying for, 
and theextinguifhment of Indian claims to any lands 
within the boundaries of this State, as herein de« 
fpribed, being a fovereign right, is hereby further de* 
dared to be veiled in the people of this State, to whom 
the right of pre-emption to the fame belongs, fubje6t 
qnly to the controlling power of the United States 
to authorize any treaty or treaties for, and to fuper- 
intend the fame. 

** And be it further enadted, that in order to 
prevent future frauds on individuals, as far as the 
lij^ture of the cafe will admit, his Excelleqcy the 
Governor is hereby required, as tbun as may be after 
the palling of this law, to promulgate the fame 
thtougbout the United States." 

V z In 
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In purfuanceofthisaft (which was paffeden the 
13th of February, 1796), the Yazzoo law and re- 
cords were burnt on the i6th of the fame month. 
The account of this novel and curious ceremony, 
taken from the Augufta paper of February the i8tb, 
1 796, is too valuable to be omitted : 

'^ On Monday laft the two Houfes of the State 
*^ Legiflative moved in proceffion to the fanetal 
** pile prepared in front of the State Houfe, prc- 
** ceded by their Committee, bearing in their arms 
** the records of the Weftern fale. When arrived at 
** the fatal fpot, the Committee handed the record* 
*^ to the Prefidentof the Senate, the Prelident handed 
** them to the Speaker of the Houfe, the Speaker 
** to the Clerk, and he to the Door-keeper, who 
'^ with coolnefs and firmnefs of mind, laid the dc- 
** voted vidlims on the burning pile, where they 
^* were foon confumed to aflies, very little to tbefa- 
" tisfadionoftheby-ftanders : but 'tis feared, that, 
'* phoenix-like, from the afhes of thofe records will 
^* fpring forth a record, that will render immortal 
" the infamy and difgrace of this purgatorial tranf- 
'^ aftion. 

*^ The reafons for thefe new proceedings are at- 
^^ tempted to be affigned in the preamble to the a6l ; 
** but thefe reafons are by many well-informed men 
^^ faid to be unfatisfadlory, and it has been affirmed 
" that the Legiflature have attempted to exercife a 
** power not warranted by reafon, juftice, or com- 
** mon fenfe, and totally repugnant to the principles 
^ of morality and government : and the repeal law, 
" it is faid, cannot produce the intended effedl ; for 
*' the companies having obtained regular and legal 
** grants for their lands, and the contradl having 
*^ being completely carried into efFedl by both parties, 
** cannot be afFefted by the fubfequent condu6l of 
^* either; and the repeal, could it have any efFedV, muft 
*' have 9^ retrolpeftive operation, and come with- 

« ia 
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^^ in the denomination of an ex poft fado law, and 
^^ confequently would be void in itfelf. 

*^ But the violence of this meafure gives very 
^^ confiderable unealinefs ; and many who were not 
** in principle oppofed to a repeal, view with horror 
** thofe records which have hitherto been deemed 
^^ facred, mangled, defaced, and burnt, with fcbool- 
^^ boy inconfideration, and the heat and fpirit of 
^* fadlion. And as this heat and violence only tends 
*^ to fet a very dangerous example, and cannot pof- 
" libly produce any good, it will occafion this law to 
*^ become far more unpopular than the one which 
** was the obje<9: of this unprecedented proceeding. 
^* If the law could operate at all, the operation 
^* would have been the fame without as with the 
^^ burning and mangling of records. If the burning 
*^ a record by a law which recognifes the inftrument 
'^ deftroyed, could do away the efFe6l of the recorded 
** inftrument, then the properties of individuals are 
^' totally infecure, and a predominant party might 
'^ render all private poflcflions precarious ; and if the 
** Yazzoo law was unconftitutional, neither burning 
*^ nor repealing were neceflfary, as the law in itfelf 
*^ was wholly void. We hope and truft, that this 
*^ direful example of the prefent Legiflature will 
** n^ver again be imitated, but that it will meet the 
*^ difcountenance it merits from an enlightened peo- 
^^ pie, and that our next Convention will, by a con- 
** ^itutional article, declare that all records fliall be 
" deemed facred, and th^t no Legiflature fliall have 
♦^ power to deface or dqftroy them." 

I fliall difmifs this article with pointing out a cir- 
cumftance, which, without my affiftance, might ef- 
cape the Englifli reader. The Yazzoo lands were, 
hrfore the pajing of the repeal law^ fold by the Com- 
panies to other purchafers. L^rge trads of them 
were fold to perfons in England and other countries, 
ss wf 11 as to perfons in different parts of the United 

N 3 States; 
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States; and the /9/J fell upon thcy^^ro;?^ purchafers, 
who had already paid the raoney, or given fecurities 
to the Companies ; fo that the tranladVion is limply 
this : the legiflators, the virluotcs legiflators of the 
repu lie of Grorgia*, pals a law celling certain l^nds 
to themfelves, and then fell thefe lands to others, 
and pit the money in their pockets : having done 
this, they pafs another law, declaring the firft law 
infamous, annulling the fale made to thcmfelyes, fe- 
fuming the lands in the name of the State, dejftroy- 
ing the records hy which the lands were held, and de- 
jfrauding the hundreds and Ihoul'ands of unfiiipedling, 
iecondary purchafers. One Englifhnlan, now in the 
jail of New- York for debt, loft 60,000 dollars by this 
a6l of legiflativfe fwindling. If this be not ^^mor^ 
fraudulent thati forgery or coining," it is becaufe 
felony admits of no degrees of comparifon. But if 
it be not more criminal in the eye of the law^ it is in 
the eye o{ morality ; if it be hot more fraudulent^ iti» 
certainly more infamous. Such are republican legifla^ 
tors, fuch is repuhlican VixiMc^ and fuch is the govern- 
ment which a rebellion againft George the Third 
has brought on the people of America. . ^ 

Wednesday, icf^ September. 

Fining for Murder. — Augufta^ September 7, 1792. 
|f Mr. McMillan will give the following curious 
trial a place in his paper, it will much oblige 

A friend and Suhfcriber. 

Jujlices Court y Ternu ^ vs. .'Negro-^ 

killing. 

His Honour the Juftice took |iis feat, after 
having impanhelled and fwbrn the jury. 

The plamtiff ftated, that the defendant did, with 
the force of anns,^ unlawfully enter his plantation,* 
ind tlien and there kill, by fliooting With a gutf 
Jo^dcd with powder and lead, one negro man of the 
i u .. . ^ .. .. .: .. — , -■ • , vali«?' 
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value of 45/. contrary to the laws of God and his 
jcountry. 

The defendant admitted killing the negro, but 
endeavoured to juftify his conduit by laying the negro 
^as infolent^ &c. 

Jlis Honour the Juftice then rofe, and gave the 
jqry a flowery and laboured charge, and defired 
them to withdraw and do juftice to the parties : the 
jury withdrew, and in a few minutes brought in their 
yprdi(St IVilful nmrder. His Honour told them they 
jyere wrong, and th^t they muft go out a.^ain — they 
withdrew, and foori brought in their verdic^i Negro 
daughter. The Juftice, in ^ mighty rrige, told them to 
go out again ; that they were ftill wrong, that his ob- 
je6l was money : they again withdrew, and brought 
in damages for plaintiff 45/. payable in plantation 
tools, andcoflsof fuit. The defendant complied by 
giving his note for the debt, and paying up the coft, 
which his Honour received, /re*t//V<ri lo half a f hit ^ and 
adjourned. 

Thus the Juftice extended his jurifdicflion to 45/. 
from 7/. and made his a court of crinjinal jurifrr 
^idion ^. 

Thursday, 21'^ September. 

Singidar Punijkm^nt. — Alexamlria^ September 19. 
Yefterday a negro man was tried before the county 
pourt for attempting to rayifh a white woman, was 
found guilty, fenteace, Cqftration! 

This was very unjuft. Why Ihoqld this poor feL- 



* Now, after this, I beg, for decency's fake, to hear no more 
about republican lanx) 2inA juftice zx\6i humanity. The people among 
)vhom fuch enormities can be pra^tifed with impunity, ought to 
expeft every fcourge that earth or Heaven has in ftore. I defy any 
man living to bring me an inftance of fuch an atrocious decijion zl% 
fi^iS| except from the records of Rpbefpierre's bloodv tribunal. 

N -^ low 
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low be thus fervcd for wifliing to enjoy the RighU 
of Man? 

Friday, cli^ September. 

SwU%erJand. — " Bajle, July 25. We are aifured 
that General Bonaparte has teftified his difcontent 
at the refufal of the Helvetic body, relative to thcpaf- 
fage demanded through the Valais. It is even faid, but 
that wants confirmatiou, that he has intimated a re-^ 
folution to force this paflage, if Switzerland fhall 
not confcnt to grant it. We know not why this 
General is fo much interefled about this paiTage, 
which would not be very ufeful to his araay, ^nd 
why he teafes the Swifs To much to obtain it ; for we 
can Irircny believe, as the friends of Mr. Wickham 
would infinuate, that the General is defirous of a 
pretence to intermeddle in the affairs of Switzerland, 
and to revolutionize fome Cantons who are not very 
frientlly to popular tumults. However that may 
be, the Swifs coirfide in the promife of the Direilory^ 
and in the wifdom of Barthelemy.^* 

They do ? — Then I can tell them they confide in 
the very quinteflence of hypocrify and treachery. 
We (the Americans I mean) confided in the Directory ; 
did we not ? If I remember right, we were all intox- 
icated with joy, when the thing they call their Con-- 
ftitution had undergone the farce of being accepted by 
the people. Even General Walhington congratu- 
lated them and us, on their having eflabliftied an 
equitable and efficient government. How have we 
found it ? And as to Barthelemy, a map that can 
condefcend to drink out of the fame cup with the 
nmrderers of his hr other, muft be a coqfi^mmate hy- 
pocrite, or a moft unnatural monfler *. 

* Juft as 1 foretold, fo did it happen. I am not lorry for the fate 
of Switzerland. The Swifs are a bale people, and ought to be flavci^ 

Saturday, 



SEPTEMBER, 1797. gS% 

S-^TURDAY, 23^ September, 

Dr. Lelb.'-^li is an ill wind that blows nobody 
any good. One would think that the dreadful difeafe 
thataffiidls the city at this time, and that has driven 
away one third of its inhabitants, could not poflibly 
be a fource of good to any one ; yet, we fee, it has 
raifed Dodlor I^ib from the dirt into a one-horfe 
chair ! 

.1 have feveral times, lately, met this creqted phy- 
fician, driving about the neighbourhood of the city, 
I wondered how he came by a horfe and chair, well 
knowing that fuch articles are not to be got for certi^ 
fcates ; bqt now the myftery is unravelled. 

Thi3 new-^born fon of Efculapius, when mounted 
In his Yellow Fever equipage, puts oij? iij mind o( 
Bacines defcription of Death : 

*^ a horrid ^r/««zV2^ monftcr, 

♦* With fteed raw-bon'd and lafh tremendous ; 
** Driving his chariot-wheels o'er fmiling Peace 
•' And roiy Health, and fprcading all around 
** Terror, anguiih, and defpair." 

No wonder the inhabitants of Germantown were 
alarmed. But, under the rofe, thefe good people 
have no right to complain. The Do6tor is their 
^eprefentative in th^ State Legijlatur^\ and as he 
ihowed fo much IkilJ in feeling their ftilfe then, I 
fuppofe the Board of Health thought him the fit- 
tcft perfon to take charge of their health now. I 
ihall not take the trouble to inquire how many pa- 
tients the Podor ever had before his prefent ap- 
pointment ; thofe who fall under his hands may find 
that out, if they can. I am refolved he fhall not 
i3o£tor me^ any thing contained in Thomas MiiHin's 
Proclamation to the contrary notwithftanding *. 

Monday, 
I ' . ■ ■ ■ " ' »« , ■ , , p ■ 

* Thi$ Leib is one of the moft infamous wretches that ever 
Odfled* He now fi^ds charged with purloining the property of 

ctuldreni 
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fengcrs have got their paflports, and fet off thi§ 
day for England, by way of St. Maloes. No doubt 
before this time you have heard of Captain Haley's ' 
being a commiflioned officer in France, which is 
the news at this place. I conclude with wiftiing 
you your health and profperity^ and in the mean 
time fubfcribe myfelf 

Your obedient. 
To Captain Kempy New^York D. Sherry* 

Coffee-hotifey London. 



Tuesday, (i&^ September. 

Ture Liberty. — ^Juft arrived from Cape Mount, on 
the windward coaft of Africa, the fhip Agenoria, 
Edward Bois matter, with a prime cargo of ajforted 
Jlaves. The faJe of which will commence on Mon«* 
day, the 21ft inft. — Conditions then made known, 
Savannahf loth Aug. 1797. Robert Watts. 

Repuhlican Morality. — New^York, September 22. 
At a circuit court held in the city of Albany, laft 
week, the following perfons were tried, found 
guilty of the crimes affixed to their names, and re- 
ceived fentence accordingly : 

Ifaac Robins, for paffing a falfe receipt for money, 
to be imprifoned for life, in the ftate prilbn. 

Simeon Brandt, for paffing two counterfeit quar- 
ter dollars, knowing them to be falfe ; imprifonment 
for life and hard labour. 

Jacob, a negro man, flave to Mr. Oothoult— 
burglary ; imprifonment for life and hard labour. 

John Garrit — ^burglary ; imprifonment for life and 
hard labour. 

Ifaac Van Dofen— horfe-Healing ; feven years 
at hard labour. 

Benjamia 
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Benjamin Miller-^grand larceny; feven years 
bard labour. 

Samuel Sanders— grand larceny ; breaking open 
the United States ftore, and ftealing mulkets and 
port fire ; ten years at hard labour. 

Daniel Watkins — grand larceny ; breaking open 
the United States (lores, &c. ; ten years hard labour. 

Daniel Suly — grand larceny ; one year at hard la- 
bour. 

Philip Mower — for picking pockets ; four years 
hard labour. 

Thomas Ofborn — petit larceny; feven months 
hard labour. 

Pomp, negro flave of David Longe — horfe-fteal- 
ing ; nine months hard labour. 

Michael Van Kaack — ^petit larceny ; nine months 
hard labour. 

Archibald Brewfter — grand larceny ; one year at 
hard labour. 

Died, in this city yefterday, Mr. William Gil- 
bert, a venerable and refpeftable citizen. He was 
about eighty years old, and held the office of Col- 
IciSlor for the fecond ward when he died. 

A Mr. Phillips, a deputy IherifF, in the county of 
Lincoln, Maflachufetts, was aflaulted at Twenty-five 
Mile Pond, and had a number of writs taken from 
him, which were in favour of perfons holding 
claims tinder the Plymouth Company, by a banditti 
under the difguife of Indians *. 



Kentucky Innocence. — One Imlay (the paramour 
cf the Ihe-philofopher, Wolflonecraft) has writ- 
ten and publifhed, in England, a land -jobbing 
book, intended to inveigle Europeans to carry their 



♦ I have infcrtcd this article as a proof on record, that the do- 
ries which have been told in Europe, about the innocence of the re« 
publicans of America arc mtt^ deceptions* 

perfons 
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perfons and property to Kcniucky, where he hat 
great tracts of land. One rccomuieudation, which 
this impudent fellow holds forth, is» iht innocence of 
the people of that new country* For fuch a man to 
talk of innocence is, indeed, fomething curious ; but, 
when my readers are informed of the fori of inno- 
cence that the Kentuckians • are famous for, they 
will not be furprifed at the eulogiums which Imlay 
has beftowed on it. I do not deal in loofe afler- 
tions : faSts are my delight, and the lifl of fads 
which I am now about to extract from one^ a very 
fmalL Kentucky paper, will give my readers a tolerable 
idea of the innocence of the fhephcrds and fliep- 
herdefles of that modern Arcadia. 

Undermi7iing. — ^Whereas I am informed a certain 
George Adams, a pretended hatter, of the town of 
Lexington, has taken his hats to the different court 
houfes in this State, and fold them as my manufaq- 
turing : therefore, this is to notify the public, that 
I intend hereafter to put my name in each of my 
hats, to prevent the charafter of my Ihop being in- 
jured by any fuch perfon. John Lowry. 

Shyfflmg. — All perfons are hereby forewarned 
againft taking an aflignmcnt on a note, given by 
me to Nathaniel Logan, for eleven pounds ten 
Ihillings and eleven pence, which was to have been 
difcharged in corn and hay^ which I am at any time 
ready to do. Jerh. Strode. 

Jockeying. — Whereas a certain Robert Cunning- 
ham obtained a note on me for ten pounds in the 
fwap of a horfe : faid Cunningham warranted the 
horfe he gave to be found, which he is not ; I after- 
wards went to faid Cunningham in order to rue bar- 
gain, which hq refufed to do. I therefore forewarn 
all perfons from taking an aflignment on faid note,' 
as I am determined not to pay it. 

-Augtijl ^y 1797.- James Clayton, 

Cheating^ 

3 
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Cheating.-^^Where^s Benjamin ttarrlfon, of Har- 
lifon county, did execute his bond to me, for a title 
* to three hundred acres of land, lying in faid coun- 
ty, on the waters of Licking, on a creek called 
Beaver Creek, bearing date, as near as I recol- 
le6V, Auguft, 1795, which bond I afterwards (to 
wit, on Auguft 24th, 1796), alligned to Thomas 
Grigg: this is therefore to forewarn all perfons 
from trading for, or taking ah aflignment on faid 
bond, its I am determined not to be bound by faid 
alignment, or relinquiih my title to faid bond, as 
faid Grigg has afted fraudulently with me, and will 
not comply with his agreement. 

Hamilton County^ Daniel Richardsom. 

N. W. River Ohio^ 'July 26, 1797. 

Brutfingj Rohlery^ and^ perhaps^ Whoredom. — 
Whereas my wife Chriflina has lately craved furety 
of thefeace againjl me^ on which account I am now 
confined in the gaol of this county ; and as I un- 
derftand (and have good reafon to believe) that Ihe 
takes tbe advantage of my confinement, to difpofe of 
my property^ and run me in deht : I do iiereby fore- 
warn any perfon from dealing with her, or receiving 
any of my property from her on any pretence, aa I 
fliall profecute all fuch with the utmoft rigour of the 
laVv. Terrence Smith. 

Bourhon County Gaol^ Auguft 9, 1797. 

Liberty ! ! /—This vile paper, which calls 6n 
the guillotine to chop off the heads of all tyrants^ 
and foretells thajt then the flag of freedom Ihall be 
unfurled ; this liberty paper contains no lefs than 
four advertifements, offering a reward for* appre- 
hending runaway Jlaves ! ! — ^The following one i« 
a fpecimen. 

Run away from the fubfcriber, on Sunday night 
the 13th inflant, living near Niddle's Mill onHink- 

fton. 
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flon, a black man, named George, about five feet 
five inches high, well made, an artful fellow ; it is 
fiippofed he has a pafs, in order topafs for a freeman t 
had on when he went away, a light gray body coat, 
tow fliirt and breeches, and an old wool hat. Any 
perfon apprehending the faid fellow, and delivering 
him to tlie fubfcriber, fliall receive the reward of five 
dollars paid by Henry Talbert, 

Bourbon County^ \t^th Augufi.^ *97. 

[Oh the " art fur wicked dog ! to attempt ^^ to pafs 
for a free manT Such, readers, is New Paris. It 
is in a fair wayof furpafling the oZj/*.] 

Emigration. — " The Chemical Mufcum of the 
^' College of New- York has been lately enriched 
^^ with an extenfive colle(9ion o( minerals, the dona* 
*^ tion of Mr. Samuel Owens, late of Beifajlj now 
*^ of this city. Thus the generojtj of emigrants from 
*^ Europe tends to promote the progre/s of arts and 
*^ Jciences in the United States^ 

And the generoftty of emigrants from Europe tends 
to promote picking of pockets and highway rohhery at 
New -York ; as it tends alfo to. promote poverty and 
inifery all through the country, and particularly at 
Philadelphia. — Upwards of one third of the laft im-. 
portation of Iri(h are now begging. Many of them 
have helped to devour the now exhaufted funds of 
this every way duped and unfortunate city. I believe 
there were at Icafl thirty of this laft importation upon 
the charity lift mending the roads down to the country- 
feat of our virtuous lord and mailer, who can, by 
his fimple proclamation, tranfport us to the regions 

* Now, I think, this is a pretty little fpecimen of repuhlican 
purify. Such is that ftate of innoceiice which filly Europeans be- 
lieve to exift in America, where, moft alKiredly, the people are : 
as cunning and as corrupted as in any part of the world, France 
excepted* 

of 
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of peflilence. To return: to my Irifhmen : is an im- 
portation oi paupers a thing to boaft of, at the very 
moment when our flreets are filled with native beg- 
gars ? If the New-Yorkers are fo fond of them, in 
the name of charity let them take them all tb thcm- 
felves. It is but fair that thofe who are " enriched"^ 
with the emigrated '^ minerals' fliould take the live 
fiock into the bargain. 

Rujh and TiUon. — Wilmingion (DeL)^ September 22. 
Friend Porcupine,, In reading thy paper of the 
19th inft. I took notice of a curious obfervation made 
on a certain wry-faced incorrigible democrat, one of 
the medical puffers. To complete the flory, I will 
give thee a Ihort Iketch of a curious fa6l (which hap- 
pened fome time paft in this place,) concerning this 
felf-confequent mercurial ghoft. 

There was a woman travelling from the Head of 
Elk to Germantown, and on her way her carriage 
was turned over, fhe thrown out, and very much 
hurt. She has fince returned from Germantown 
through Philadelphia, and made a flop at an inn in 
this borough ; the woman, overcome with fatigue, 
and a cold ftie had taken, felt herfelf a little indif- 
pofed. 

This crpoked-face quack was called in. As foon 
as he (aw her, hefaid he muft take fome blood, and 
Ifuppofe if he had not got fi-ightened, a good dofe of 
mercury would have enfued. 

But, fortunate for the poor woman, he happened 
to pufti up her fleeve a little, and difcovered a bruife 
on her arm, which fhe received In her fall from the 
carriage. Alarmed at the appearance of her arm, be 
alked her if Ihe had been to Philadelphia : the reply 
was. Yes. He immediately pronounced hercomplaints 
to ho ihc yellow fever J made his efcape, and has not 
fcen her fince. The good woman has recovered, 
and proceeded on her way home. There now lies a 

VOL. VII. o perfoD, 
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^rfon, a fmall diftancc from the town, in a houib 
built for the reception of perfons coming here with 
he contagion), whom he pronounced to have the yel- 
low fever, but who, in fadl, has nothing but the 
conunon ague. Thine, &c. 

A. B. 

Another Puff. — In Brown's paper of laft evening 
appeared another of our *^ potent quack's" bare- 
f^ccd puffs. — It was " A Iptter from Dr. Bu/X^ to a 
correfpondent in Newbury Port,*' giving his old ac- 
count of the yellcKv fever, and concluding with a 
dragged-in compliment to a Mn Coates. — ^Upon the 
yery firft glance, it is evident that this letter was 
fent to Newbury Port on purpofe to be publiflied 
there, and then to be fent back here to make its ap- 
pearance among us through the channel, or rather^ 
through the Jink, of the quack-ridden Philadelphia 
Gazette ! All this bufile of letters, and addreffes, 
and prelcriptions, in the name of Dr. Rufh, is in- 
tended to make the duped world believe, that he is 
the oracle at Philadelphia, and that all the other 
phyficians are mere clyfter-pipe Dicks under him.— 
It is a cheap mode of acquiring fame, whi(^h he 
learned from the crafty old hypocrite Franklin. 
I wonder what Coates it is that the Do6lor has got in 
tow ? Some well-meaning man, I dare engage, 
whom he makes ufe of as ^Jtep in the ladder of his, 
ambition, at the fame time that he exprefles his con-» 
tempt of his intelleds by making his court to him in 
a flrain of vulgar flattery. 

Bleeding. -^Mr. Porcupine. Sir, I find my raf 
cally hoftier has forgot the frequent injundtions 
have given him to mind his bufinefs, and has df 
ferted his currycomb and brufti for the pen ar 
ink. 

John is a very good man in his way, and undr 

ftar 



SEPTEMBER, 179^ *$i 

|[ands Ills t^ufiliefs well, particularly the art of bleed- 
ing liorfes. When I propofed to my brethren to 
commence bufinefe as phyficians, I had an eye to 
John's abilities as a bleeder, and hinted to hini my 
intention. Would you believe it, Mr. P — , thai 
tlie rafcal, after reading my effay in your paper, 
purchafed " Dr. Bujh on the Yellow Fever ^^ and has 
been fludying ever fihce, to my great lofs and mor- 
tification ? And now the wife illiterate thinks he 
can commence bufihefs for himfelf. But let him re- 
member that ^' Nefuior ultra crepidam* — The cohler 
vmjl not go beyond his lafi. I obferve he is half a 
phyfician already, for he has got the cacoethes fcri^ 
hendiy and has obliged the public with his firft me*- 
dical eflay. 

Not contented with deferting my fervice, he ap*- 
pears defirou^ to prejudice the public againft me 
and my brethren, aflcrting in ftrong terms that we 
arc enemies to the nohle fcietice of blood-letting. 
This is abominable, and contrary to the truth ; U}t 
I am, and fliall be, nolens volens, an advocate for the 
pradlice, and it is my creed that it will cure all diC- 
cafes-^as our good allies the French have clearly 
proved in their pradlice. I have alfo another reafon 
for commencing the bulinefsof a phyfician : in fadl, 
the villanous, liquors my wine-merchant obliges me 
to fupply my guefts with, have lately caufed in tha 
latter fevere and harfh expoftulations ; and, as I am 
a confcientiouS man, I wifh to follow a quiet buii- 
nefs ; and I prefer that of the lancet, becaufe you 
know, Mr. P. that dead men never tell tales. 

As I have now cautioned your readers, and I con. - 
CCfVe the public, againft my rafcally hoftler, I have 
to obferve to you, that a meeting of our brethren 
Was held at my tavern lafl: evening ; when the buljl 
liefs I had recommended was very warmly approved ^ 
and ti college was determined to be, held the enfi)-« 
kig week, fbr the pttrpofe of taking but our diplo- 

02 {nat 
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mas.— And it was unanimoufly agreed to fcqucfl 
Dr. J. Redman G>xe to favour us with a prefatory 
oration in pjraife of the noble fcience of blood-letting. 
We alfo voted a ferious expoflulation to the public 
on their prejudice againft the new pra6lice, addreffed 
to Dr. Rufh, the great patron of the art. 

As our refolves will appear in your paper, I think 
it unneceflary to ftate more at prefent, than that wc 
are determined not to advertife the particular taverns 
where compounds may be had, as we believed each 
of our brethren was well qualified in that refpedt^ 
The fuperior merit of fome, who fell ftale porter^ 
dead cider, &c. will be foon difcovered by their re- 
Ipedlive patients. 

I have already got my carriage newly painted, and 
have engaged a French hoftler, whofe merits ^nd/ang 
froid in the ufe of the lancet, are, I believe, unrivalled ; 
for I believe he was an eleve of Robefpierre's. 

I have alfo hired a f^^w nurfes, whofe abilities I am 
well acquainted with. They will never defert their 
patients, as I have engaged to fupply them conftantly 
with excellent gin; and have alfo promifed them the 
pillage of fuch of my patients as may be deter- 
mined to die. 

1 am, Sir, yours, &c. 

A Tavern-keeper. 
N. B. I requefl your interefl with fome of your 
brother printers, who appear to me to have, if not 
the yellow fever, a very irritable bilious complaint 

Liberty and EqtiaUty. — ^When this lovely brace o£ 
fillers landed on our ihores, with fmiles on their 
faces, and the olive-branch in their hands, they 
were received with open arms. We looked with 
tiie eyes of clover, and .every thing vid Paris was 
charming. The Graces themfelves, had they vifitcd 
our fea-ports, would fcarccly Ivave received more 
attention. All orders were emulous to prepare din- 
- ncrs, 
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s, and cat the civic cake with their new guefts. ' As 
itleman who had at leaft his Ihare of nationial 
lofophy, was enraptured with the new-comers, 
I refolved, as he was fond of French falhions, 
introduce their etiquette into his family. A 
mcil was called, and Sambo invited among the 
. ^^ Children," fays he, *' this is an age of re- 
nation. We have improved upon the Englifli 
iciples of education and government, and the 
liich nation upon ours. It is fully proved we are all 
n free and equal. Ihave adhered to the erroneous 
ions of our forefathers long enough. Hereafter I 

I lay afide commands and puniftiments, the in- 
iments of tyrants, and you Ihall be governed by 
fon. Your own judgment, inftead of my feverity, 

II corredl your faults. It ihall be my part to re* 
5ft, and yours to comply.'* — " You berry good, 
ffer ; I thanka you, mafler," fays Sambo, with a 
r bow^. " I like your refolution," fays Edward, 

oldeft fon, who had long llghed for liberty, 
rbaf s your fort," cried matter Billy, clapping his 
ids. — Mifs Betfy curtfeyed. — ^The wife, whofc 
im to equality was already eftabliftied, was 
aied with the anticipation of fomething mo^re* 
was joy and complacency. A civic dinner en- 
d. A little difpute arofe about the propriety of 
nbo's fitting at the table. None Ihowed rc- 
tment, or ufed high words, but Betfy and her 
*am, who infifted that liberty and equality were 
ret made for the negroes. Edward could not fee 
y black and white might not fit as well together 
md a table as round a woman's head ; and ob- 
7cd that thefe colours, with almofl every other, 
1 often been good companions on his ma*am*s 
rd-drefs. Ned was a ihrewd fellow ; he forefaw 
6bo would foon rule the roaft, and wiftied to 
arc his favour. The good man fettled, the difpute 
9 conciliatory propofition. The family were to 
o 3 wait 
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w^it on themfelves, and Sambo to relinquifh bit 
equal right of fitting at the table with them.— ^£x« 
ceilive good-nature is often the introduflion to 
(|uarrels. After dinner the matter wiflied to ride 
out of town. Sambo was requeued to faddle the 
horfe ^nd bruih his boots. The horfe was prepared ; 
but when the boots were called for. Sambo was 
blacking his own fhoes. He waited patiently till 
they were ready, then went out to mount his horfe 
— none to be found — Ned underftood the doctrine 
of equal rights, had ridden oft his father's horfe, 
and left him in the lurch. He begins to fufpedt 
that this new do6lrine, which fecmed an angel in the- 
ory, would be the devil in practice ; like hafly con-i 
v«:ts, he foon becomes an apoftate. 

The next day a number of his friends were invited 
to dine with him, and difcufs his new principles. 
Sambo had pitched on the fame time to convene his 
companions ; the footy tribe had taken pofTeffion of 
the kitchen juft before his mafler's party entered the 
parlour. He thought himfelf lord pf the kitchen, 
liad referved a few of the befl pieces for his own ta* 
blc, and was handing round the fecond bottle in ce- 
lebration of his independence, when the maid re-t 
lated his proceedings to the miftrefs. She talked 
loudly on the fubjeft. The matter blufhed for 
fhame, ftepped into the kitchen, and invited Sambo 
to attend the table, at the fame time reprimanding 
hini for the freedom he had taken. Sambo was too 
much intoxicated with the fpirit of liberty and Wefl: 
India to fear or obey, but not enough to forget the 
Overtures of the day before. Heanfwered abruptly, 
he mutt be excufed for the prefent. The matter 
thought it time to ufe the old-fafhioned inttruments 
of commands and punifhments, or rather, without 
flopping to think, began to ufe them. High words 
and hard blows enfued. The noife reached the par- 
lour. Every ^y^hite face reddened with blufhes and 

refentment^ 
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rcfentment, and liberty and equality were echoed 
from each corner of the kitchen by the blacks. I 
need not relate the fequel. The gentleman never 
hears liberty and equality pronounced, without 
ihaking his head : he has often declared he had ra- 
ther have the old boxers, Caftor and Pollux, in his 
houfe, and that he believed if they were allowed to 
run at large in our country, they would do more 
mifcbief than fword and famine. Liberty, uncon- 
trolled, experience proves to be one of the worft of 
tyrants ; accompanied with good order and good 
laws, as ftie was one of the firfl: fettlers or this 
country, may Ihe be found among its laft inhabit- 
ants ! I do not pretend to write for nations ; my pen 
is employed for family ufe. If you are a father, and 
your boy begins to prate about equality, take off his 
iiat, hang it up as high as you can reach, and bid 
him do the f^me with yours ; if he fays he is not tall 
enough, tell him to fay no more about equality, till 
he is of equal ftature with yourfelf. 

Infamous Orleans. — A fhort time before the in- 
famous Orleans, alias jEg-t7//V/, made his laft voyage 
to England, he became acquainted with the fon of 
Buffon the French naturalift. TWs young man, 
not yet nineteen years old, had been lately married 
to a beautiful young lady, whofe lively and pene- 
trating wit gave delight to all thofe who approach- 
ed her. The profligate Duke was fmitten with her 
charms, and imagined that he fhould draw more 
pleafure from the company of fo amiable a woman, 
than could poflibly refult from that of her hufband ; 
in confequence, he tried all that long praAice of fe- 
du6lion could do to gain her confent : he painted to 
bcr imagination the various advantages which muft 
accrue to herfelf from a trip to England, and con-- 
vinced her^ at laft, that it was the xxxo& prudent mca-» 
(Ijre Ihe could adopt, 

P 4 Every 
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Every neccffary precaution being taken, the con- 
ummate fcoundrel procured a paflport for himlelf 
and his attendants, including the lady, dilguifed as 
a page, under a fiditious name. The unfortunate 
and aflfedlionate huiband foon inifTed his beloved 
fpoufe. In the delirium of boding apprehenfion, 
late as it was at night, he went from his dwelling to 
feek her at the houfe of a friend, where fhe had 
faid fhe would fpend the evening. He found the 
family retired to reft ; he rapped a long time at the 
door : fomebody from within at length demanded 
his name and bufinefs. *^ Has ray wife been here 
this evening ?" aiked the trembling youth. ** We 
have not feen her this day." What can he now do ? 
•love ftill pleads in his bofom : he might have mif- 
taken the name of the perfon fhe intended to vifit ; 
he therefore goes to another, and another; and re- 
turns home at lafi, harafTed and diftreflfed beyond 
defcription. Next morning he renews hisrefearches; 
and, after being exhaufled with fatigue, and the agi- 
tation of his fpirits, he, by chance, flepped into the 
Ihop of a milliner, to reft himfelf. Compaflion for 
the diflrefs ftrongly pi6hired in his countenance, oc- 
cafioned her to inquire what ailed him. " I have 
lofl my wife,'' faid the young man, *' and know not 
where to find her.'' She dcfired him to defcribe 
her, which he did fo minutely, that fhe was enabled 
to put a flop to his further refearches. ^* She is gone 
off to England this morning," faid the milliner, 
*^ with the Duke of Orleans, in the difguife of a 
page.''— " That is impoffible."— ^Mt is a faft; 
in this very honfc fhe changed her drefs." — ^Th€ 
head of Medufa could not have produced a mon 
inflantaneous efFeil, than this intelligence did, oi 
the mind of the unfortunate BufFon. He becam 
raving diftradled, and his friends were, at laf 
obliged to confine him in 9 mad-houfe. 

Cri 
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Crim. Con. — ^Whereas the fubfcriber having had 
bufinefs to tranfadl to the weft ward, at fome diftance 
from Philadelphia, twelve months ago, left his wife 
Elizabeth at board with Mr. Heinfman, taylor, ia 
Second-ftreet, when on his return he fo\ind her very 
intimate and familiar with a certain Chriftian Swizer, 
who then lived with faid Mr. Heinfman. I fore- 
warned my wife to quit thefe familiarities and in- 
timacies, which only ferved to provoke the fubfcriber 
worfe than ftie had done before, and their inter- 
courfes became more frequent. Irritated at their 
conduft, I propofed to feparate, which enraged the 
faid Elizabeth to fuch a degree, that Ihe abufed me 
in a manner not to be borne with, which caufed me 
to give her a pufh and let her alone ; next day, by 
the inftigation of faid Swizer, I was put to the cri- 
minal gaol, where I remained for fome time. During 
my ftay, all my furniture was carried off by her ; 
matters were fettled between us in an amicable man- 
lier, and I propofed her going to Lancafter to fome 
of my friends, till I could fettle my affairs here, and 
join her. I paid her paffage, and gave her money to 
live upon till I (hould be in Lancafter ; but a couple 
of miles from here, faid Swizer took her out of the 
.ftage, and carried her to New- York, where they 
live together, and Ihe ftyles herfelf Elizabeth 
Swizer. 

I hereby forewarn every perfon whatfoever truft- 
ing her any individual on my account, as I am de- 
termined not to pay a fingle farthing for her from 
the 24th of March, when Ihe ran away. 

06loher ^. John Haman. 



Wednesday, zf^ September. 

Bleeding. — Mr. Porcupine, As you publifh the lu- 
cubrations of Tavern-keepers, I hope you w^ill not 

rcjc6l 
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reject a poor Hoftler *, for you muft grant that I am 
the better man. I wait upon genteel horfes ; but he 
is the fervant of fervants, of every drunken, rafcaU 
ly fcoundrel who pleafes to command him- 

But I will prove this Tavern keeper is both a fool 
and a devil ; and I am certainly the better man. He 
who prefumes to decide upon the difputes of phyfi- 
cians, upon the myfteries of a fcience he has never 
itudied, is an impudent fool ; and he is the worfl of 
devils, who attempts to bring into difcredit the only 
ibccefsful remedy in the prevailing epidemic, toin- 
creafe thofe fears, which have fent hundreds to their 
graves, toftrengthen prejudices, almoft infurmount- 
able already, which are the greateft difficulties our 
phyficians have to encounter in the cure of the yel- 
low fever. 

A devil, nay, the prince of devils, he muft be, 
who dares to ridicule that godlike phllanthropift, 
that faviour of men, whofe omnifcient foul, whofe 
omnipotent genius difcovered this remedy, and whofe 
godlike benevolence induftrioufly^ ineeflantly la- 
bours to propagate it for the good of mankind. 

The Tavern-keeper ridicules blood-letting-^ — I re- 
commend it, and how are the poor illiterate to de- 
termine what to do ? — Let them afk the phyficians 
^— ^but they are as much divided as the Tavern-keep- 
cr and myfelf : — one do6lor fays, If you bleed you 
^iil die ; another fays. You will die if you do not 
bleed. How then are we to adl ? Attend to faiSs— - 
leave metaphyfical inveftigation to phyficians, and 
obferve which method of cure is moft fucceftfuL 

The Tavern-keeper knows that a pig dies by the 
lofs of blood when its carotids are opened ; there- 
fore he holds it dangerous to lofe blood 4t all ; and 
upon fuch profound ratiocination he condemns blood- 
letting, and would hazard his life if attacked by the 
yellow fever : we vulgar are fools for attempting ta 
ye^fon on a fubje<Sl we know nothing about. 
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' I aft as a wife illiterate ought, Fa6ls are my cri- 
terion. I fee that thofe only recover who acre bled 
freely, which is fufficient to determine me in favour 
of blood-letting. Dr. Rufli has faved my life by the 
lofs of eighty ounces in one day ; therefore, I am an 
advocate for the lancet, and all the chicanery of all 
the Tavern-keepers in Philadelphia fliall not profe- 
lyte me. The merits of the lancet will be univer- 
ially acknowledged before many years, in fpite of 
prejudicey fools^ and devils. 

: I wifh the Tavern-keeper, Medicus Speftator, 
and all the enemies of the lancet, no other punifh- 
ipent than a fevere attack of the yellow fever, and 
their liberty to ufe the lancet or not, which would 
either reform, or free the world of all ftupid quacks, 
Rdd give free fcope to ih^ Jw,ord^ the JhieU, the in* 
fh^^me^t of health* 

A Hostler* 



TntrKsp'AY, 28^^ September. . 

Rough Ufage bejifor Reheh. — Lloyd, in his paper of 
this morning, begins a paragraph thus : " The late 
«* Frederick King of Pruffia, though a tyrant, had, 
^* in many parts of his charadler, the caft of a r^- 
** puhlican.^^ — Surely ! wonderful indeed ! — ^Juft as 
if itwere any ne^ to tell us that tyranny and repub^ 
ifcatujm foraetim^ meet in the fame perfon. Tho- 
mas Mifflin, Governor of Penqfylvania, is a repubf^ 
ttcan^ a moft fuppus one too; and I defy Lloyd^ 
i^otwithftanding the learning he muft have ac-. 
quired from his long ftudying in Newgate — I defy 
tills republican jaiUbird to bring me an inftance from 
the edifts of the moft unbearable tyranny of people 
being transported, without a hearing, for no other 
offence than that of oppofing the execution of an 
ftrdcr to drag them pr their wives and children to 

aa 
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an infedled hofpitaL So that when Newgate Lloyd 
is again inclined to treat his readers with fagacious 
remarks on this fubjedl, he may round the fentence 
very prettily, as thus : " Frederick, though a tyrant^ 
V had Si ca& o( the republican ; as Mifflin, though a 
•« republican, has the caft of a tyrant J" Tbefe truths, 
which are indifpu table, will go nearly to prove that 
modern republicanifm and tyranny mean one and the 
fame thing. I am far from blaming Frederick or 
Governor Mifflin either. They may fay what they 
will of the latter being this and that and the other : 
bis condudl towards " Xhcfree men of Peonfylvania** 
fliows him to be no no fool Bi any rate. He is a man 
of tnfight zxidforefight. He has fcen that mild ufage 
does not fuit us ; and that, to keep us in due fubjec* 
lion, and make us perfectly fatisfied and perfe6lly 
bumble, we muft be roughed over a little now and 
then. 

** Tender-handed, prefs a nettle, 

** And it flings you for your pains ; 
** Squeeze it like a man of mettle, 

*' And it foft as filk remains. 

** Tis the fame with vu^ar natures i 

" Ufe them kindly, they r^W; 
** But be rough as nutmeg-graters, 

'* And the rogues ohty you iveli.** 

French Fraternity. — " We are,*' fays Adet, *^ two 
nations made on purpofe to refpe6l and love each 
other." So it feems indeed ; forj bjr' an account, 
iigned George ^Brown^ publifhed in the New-York 
Gazette of yefterday, it appears that the American 
fchooner Lucy was met at fea by the French priva- 
teer L'Efpiegle, Captain LeBiarron, and that the fiiid 
dear Frenchman immediately ordered the Americans 
into irons I ! — ^This was a proof of his love. The 
dear fellow was afraid they might jump overboard 
and break their fhins. Nay, hfe extended his afFec- 
tiojciate care to their eatables ^nd drinkables^ and 

(would 
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^would you believe it ?) even to their cajh J In Ihort, 
he diftniffed his dsar allies in a perifiiing condition, 
and they muft abfolutely have died of hunger, had 
they not been relieved by a Ihip from England, 
bound to Charlefion. 

Repuhlican Bra^vry.— -This brutifti behaviour io 
the charming Lucy has roufed the dorniant valour of 
the New-York Gazette. It breaks out in a ftyle of 
indignation truly republican. ** The fame, yes, citi- 
•' zens, the very fame Captain Le Barron, we arc 
^ afliired, has a wife in New-Jerfey. — Look to that, 
" citizens !" — Yes, look to her, citizens. If you arc 
afraid of her huiband, you can beat her at any 
rate; though Til affureyou, that the job will be a 
tougher one than you may imagine. Every Frenchwo- 
man, from the queen to the fifti-fag, is an heroine^ 
This Ihe-citizcn has curried Citizen Le Barron's hide 
a thoufajid times; and I dare fey he is ten times 
more afraid of her claws than he is of all the guns of 
all our frigates. So mind what you are about, citizens. 

This hedoring menace of the New-York Gazette 
againft the Frenchman's wife, puts me in mind of 
the old Englifh gafconade : 

** Father and mother, and I, 

** And two or three lufty men, 
** Beat a poor little boy 

** Till he could not go nor ftand." 



Friday, 29*^ September. 
Song at the Trinity Houfe. — ^The following excel- 
lent fong (which may probably be preferved in no 
other feledlion) was fung on Trinity Monday lafl: 
at the anniverfary meeting of the Brethren of the 
Trinity Houfe. .. 

from Brcft, Kales, or the Texel, France, Holland, or Spain, 

What have Britons to fear ? We defy all their powers j 
Their ports are all block'd, they abandon the main, 
. And commerce, and conqued, and freedom are our8« 

Witk 
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With heroes of old, 

In (lory enroled, 
Our brate fleets on the ocean proud rivalry hold ; 
And cannot the genius of England proclaim, 
Unfaded h^r laurels, untainted her fame ? 

Ah, no ! From the coaft what wild tuniults we hear ! 

\Vhat outlandiih treafons yon iignals difclofe ! 
Our flag triumphs at fea, — no invader is near, 
£ut our country's brave champions there league with her foes i 
See that mutinous band. 
With a parricide hand. 
Devote to deftru6tion their own native land ! 
Not her blefl; inflitutions could foften their rage. 
Their kind guardian in youth, their afylum in age* 

But their reafon returns, the law fpoke not in vain— 

And the fpirit of juftice, with mercy aUied, 
Shall recall then) to duty and honour again. 
And revive honeil fliame and wake generous pride ; 
Then ihall each faithful crew. 
To their own colours true. 
Strike the blood-bolter*d flag oip the defperate/<r*w / 
Far aloof from the traitors the loyal withdraw. 
And leave obftinate guilt to the vengeance of law ! 

Ye PowVs that o'er Albion's bleft ifland prefide, 

Still extend your protedlioo, ftill govern her fate ; 
]Let no Jacobin fyflem our union divide, 
No Gallic reformers new*model our State ; 
Then like Britons old, 
In (lory enrolled. 
In no caufe but their country's our tars fliall be bold : 
Old Thames ihall rejoice in his commerce reflor'd. 
And his beacons replaced by the Trinity Board. 

Old Thames, &c. 



Saturday, 30^^ September. 

Ele^ioneering Puff. — The following moft valua^ 
piece is extracted from a Wilmington (Del.) pa 
af the 26th of Auguft laft. 

*• dbROKER^S OFFICE. 

•* The fubfcriber once more returns to his friends 

■ ^' His thanks for their favours that's paft, 
** And hopes that one day he ixjill make them amends^ 
** So wiihes their favours to laft. 
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■* For one other term is all he dcfires 

" The Coroner's office to crave : 
«* And if he fliould live for to fee it expire, 

** Again then his thanks they fhall have. 

** He knows of no harm that as yet he hath done, 
" But his office did well execute ; 
^* And if he fhould get it again, will ftill ihun 
*' Such way that might hurt his repute. 

•* He hopes at this time that from him they'll not take 

*' It away, for to give to another ; 
*^ Then them he'll ne'er leave, nor ever forfake, 

** But efteem them like friends, or like brother, 
^ Now, for to conclude, pray don't think me rude, 

** Believe me 'tis not my intention 
** For you to offend ; fo an ear to me lend : 

*' My name injifur tickets pray mention. 

^* But to cx)mc to the point. 
*^ The fybfcriber begs leave to return his friends, 
the public in^ general, his moft humble thanks 
^ for their part lavours, in conferring on hint 
** "the office of Coroner in times paft, and humbly 
" begs a continuance of their favours at the next ge- 
^* nera,l ele6lion ; which favours, together with the 
*' paft, Ihall for ever be moft gratefully acknow- 
** ledgcd, by the public's moft obedient humble 
^* fervant, Francis Janvier.** 

Among all Citizen Grey'^ fchemes of eleAion re^ 
form^ 1 do not recolledl that he made any propofal 
refpedling the addrefPes of the candidates being in 
rhyme. It is certainly one of the moft confpicu- ^ 
ous improvements we have made in the fyftem of 
cle6tion, and therefore it is a great wonder it efcaped 
him. 

*^ Hut to come to the point.^* 

Does not this promife, ^^ he will make them amends^** 
amount to a kind of bribery P Take care, Citizen Jan- 
vier, or you will difgrace the fyftem of univerfal fuf- 
frage.— Good Heavens ! what fort of a fyftem muft that 

be 
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be in practice where candidates for eleflive offices 
addrefs the eledors in a flrain of abjedl crawling 
flattery, conveyed in the moft miferable doggrel ! 



Monday, 2^ October. 

Biggafs and Vagabonds. — I infert the following ar- 
ticle by way of proof, that vagabonds and beggars^ 
are not unknown in this republican country. 

New'Brunfwtck (N. J.Jj Sept. 26. — ^The recent 
attempt to fet fire to this city is of a very alarming 
nature, apd fhould excite every perfon to the exercife 
of vigilance. Little doubt remains but that many of 
the fires which of late have been fo frequent in the 
United States, have been the effe6t of defign. In 
ibme inflances the fires proceeded from accident, 
but moft of them may be fairly afcribed to premedi- 
tated villany. It becomes us therefore to be on 
our guard, and to ufe the means in our power to 
prevent fuch difaflers in future. The moft likely way 
of accompliftiing this end is, to put the law firidlly 
into execution againft ftragglers, vagabonds, and 
beggars. Our ftreets are crowded with perfons of this 
defcription, who have no vifible means of gaining a 
livelihood. Let it therefore be our bufineis, as it 
certainly is our duty and intereft, to apprehend all 
ftrollers, and perfons who cannot give an account of 
themfelves, and take them before a magiftrate to 
be dealt with according to law. It would be a pru- 
dential meafurc, and attended with falutary efFe6ts, if 
innkeepers and others who entertain ftrangers, would 
make report of all fufpicious charadlers to fome juftice 
of the peace, officer of the corporation, or conflable. 
If fuch fteps be purfucd in addition to the police of 
the city, we (hall fleep in quiet in our beds, and be 
in no danger from incendiaries, plunderers, and 
robbers. Civis. 

Thornton^ 
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'^thomfoni the Language'maker.-^Ih^ive, on feve- 
ral occafions, fpoken of this defpicable wretch. He 
is a Scotchman ; was brought up in the Weft Indies, 
• where he long poffefled a little plantation (in Bar- 
badoes), and fome Jlaves. Having become rather 
poor J he naturally became etnamoured of the Rights 
of Man, and as naturally fliipped himfi^lf off to 
Ihefe regions, where thofe blefled rights were firft 
difcovered. Being arrived here, he fet himfelf to 
work to difcovcr fome means of ingratiating himfelf 
with his new countrymen ; and finding a ftrong pre- 
judice prevailing againft Great Britain, he bethought 
himfelf of a fcheme by which he could at once flatter 
that prejudice, and indulge his own unnatural ha- 
tred againft his Country. But, as the moft fpiteful 
animals are, God be thanked ! alfo the moft impo- 
tent, this defpicable creature could think of nothing 
but a foolilh projedl for abolifhing the ufe of the 
Engliih language in America. He publifticd a 
book on thcfubje6l; for which book, that club 
of illiterate Jacobins called The American Philofo- 
phical Society gave him the gold medal of 1793. — 
1 Ihall now infcrt the preface of this flupid book: 
it will ferve as a record of the folly and bafenefs of 
the times, as well as of Thornton and the Philofo- 
phical fcoundrels of Philadelphia. 

" To the Cilizefis of North America. 

" My dear Countrymen, 

^* In prefenting to you this fmall work, I fe«k left 
the gratification of obtaining your favour, than of 
rendering myfelf ufeful ; and if the benefits I con- 
template (hould be derived from my labour, I Ihall 
enjoy a fatisfa^lion which death only can termi- 
nate. 

•' By the grandeur of charadier that has fo long 
diftinguiftied you, and by which you have, in many 
inftances, been carried over ancient prejudices 

VOL. vu, p to 
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to the full attainment of perfedlion, a hope i* in- 
fpired that your exertions will ftill be diredted to 
lead the minds of others from the influence of efro- 
Heous cuftom to the adoption of jufl: principles* You 
have already taught a race of men to reje<5t the 
impofition of tyranny, and have fet a brilliant 
example, which all will follow when reafon has af- 
fumed her fvvay. You have corredtcdthe dangerous 
doctrines of European powers ; corredl now the lan- 
guages you have impmted : for the opprefled of va« 
rious nations knock at your gates, and deiire to be 
received as your brethren. As you admit them, fa- 
:cilitateyour intercourfe, and you will mutually enjoy 
-the benefits. The Amkrican language will thut 
be as diftindt, as the Government free from all the 
follies of unphilofophical fafhion, and refting upon 
truth as its only regulator. 1 perceive no difficul- 
ties : if you find any, I truft they are not without 
remedy. If my ignorance has led me into errors, I 
Ihall conlider their correction as an aft of friendship.; 
for I Ihould lament, if, while feekiag to enlighten 
others, I fhould be walking la darkneik myfelf. 

" With the finceruft wilhea that your principlea^^ 
of felf-govemment and equality may extend them — 
fclves over the whole earth, making you thereby a^ 
clofcly allied part of the great family of man^ anc3. 
wifhing you continual incrcafe in knowledge, ancfl 
your eternal falvation, I lubfcribe myfelf with much 
fatisfadtion, 

" Your aflfeftionate fellow-citizen, 

" The Author.'" 
The book contains a tranflation of this preface^ 
from which it will not be amifs to quote a phrafe 
or two : 

My dear countniuen ; 

Mai diir kuntrimen. 

r 
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If my ignorance has led me into ; 
if raai ignorons haz led mi intu. 
IJuhfcribe my/elf \ 
Ai foblkraib maifelf. 

TiQure of France ly a' Frmchman^ from a French 
Paper called the Quotidienne. — " France wifhcs 
for peace^ — t'rance vvifhes to fee an end to the revo- 
lution : both are neceflary for her. Thefe are the 
Eredominant traits in her pi(^ure ; for who knows 
er well enough to paint her as fhe is ? How fhould 
a foreigner know France, when France does not 
know herfelf ? Befides, how is any body to know a 
coimtry, in which ail the political, religious, moral, 
and civil inftitutions have been annihilated, moft 
of the monuments deftroyed, private fortunes ruined, 
and in which even the inhabitants themfelves are no 
longer cognizable, except by their frivolity and their 
courage ; a country, in fhort, in which every thing 
has been changed, in which every thing is new, and 
which no obferyer has yet travelled over ; a country 
moreovej", whofe furface is fo changeable, in fuch 
conftant motion, that it prcfents no fixed objedl to 
the eye but mifery ; and that a pidlure which would 
be ftriking to-day, would ceafe to be a likenefs to- 
morrow ? Yet every nian pretends that he fees very 
clearly what France is, becaufeeach individual views 
it through the prifm of his paflions ; and the pic- 
ture always feems to be like to every man, who re- 
cognifes his own features in it. 

*^ The infolence of upftarts, the profligacy of 
both fexes, the credit of proftitutes^ their gold and 
their diamonds contrafled with the rags of the wretched 
creditors of the States thedefpair and felf-deftru6lion 
of a crowd of unfortunate beings, reduced to the- 
moft dreadful diftrefs ; the manoeuvres and infatiate 
cupidity of ftock -jobbers and monopolizers ; all the 
readful confequences of an unbridled pallio n for 
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gaming ; the government without means ; their cx- 
haufted treafury, and their impotence to reflrain 
the moft horrid diforders ; intrigue and money not 
only difpofing of all places, but even direHing the 
fentmces of courts of juftice \ parties diftinguilhed, 
one by its rage, a fecond by its apathy, a third by its 
machiavelifm ; vvickcdnefs anticipating puberty; 
audacious crime afluming the mafk of timid mo- 
defty ; in fhort, affaffination, plunder of .every kind, 
the moft atrocious manners, and not a lingle effort, 
not a lingle dike to reltrain this inundation of vice ; 
— fuch is the picture of France ! 

" The Frenchman who cherifhes his country, 
wiflics to reje<5l the fears of a doubtful futurity ; but 
how can he rejedl them, when bis ear is inceffantly 
affailed with the moft afflidive recitals.; when the 
hiftory of each day prelents new exceffes or new 
misfortunes; when there no longer exifts either a re- 
ftraint upon debauchery, education for youth, or 
relief for indigence ; when eftablifliments of every 
kind, the happy fruits of civilization, remain in a 
flate of demolition, without a fingle attempt to re- 
build them ; when Paris, carelefs about the events 
of the war, is only interefted in the adventures of 
anaftrcfs, or mihtf^tes of fome fuccefsful fpecu- 
lator, who has fuddenly quitted his Ihop for a pa- 
lace ; when the Diredory daily delivers a moft 
alarming account of the finances ; and when, with 
upwards of twenty thoufand laws, with numerous 
armies, and with a power unUmited, they are xxn-- 
able to difcharge the j?;j/? ^a/> of a government, bjT 
enfunng thefufety of indhiditals *t* 

Tuesday, 

♦ A pidure dravii in a more mafterly manner than the above, 
I da not recoiled to have feen. It is elegant, pcrfpicupus, ftrongt 
an4 true ; qualities that rarely meet in a literary delcrxptioa. 
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Tuesday, 3^ October. 

Paffon^ and his Toft-office. — In my Gazette of lafl: 
Saturday I apologized to my Wefiern and Southern 
fiibfcribers for the delay of the papers, which Ihould 
have gone away by Friday's mail, promifing at the 
fame time to account for the failure. This promife 
I am now going to fulfiL 

The papers were fent to the Poft-office by a lad, 
who returned with them about three quarters of an 
hour after he went from home, telling me that they 
were too late for the mail. I was n)uch furprifed, 
having attended to the dispatching of them myfelf, 
and being certain that, according to the watches in 
the houfe, they went away in very good time. 

I fent my clerk to Mr. Patton (alias Captain Pat- 
ton)» the Deputy Poft-mafter, to know the reafon of 
the rejedlion of »my papers. . He alleged no other 
rc'afon than thaj^ of their being too late ; adding, that 
thofe for the Southern mail were too late hy Jixteen 
mnutesy'and thofe for the Wefleru one, by j?v^ ;///- 
nutes. 



Such is the piftiire of France. Such is the-ftafc into which the 
vaunted revolution has plunged that once flouridiing and happy- 
country. Such ii the horrid republic, for which the filly people 
of France have been led, ftep by ftep, to truck their ancient mo- 
narchy, giving their wealth, their religion, their national honour, 
and millions of lives to boot ! and yet, fcandalous to relate! this. 
abominable exchange is a theme of congratulation with many per- 
•fons in America ; and, what is fomething perfe61:ly prepofterou?, 
thefe people pretend at the fame time to be exclufively the friends 
of the French. Their friendfliip, it is evident, is confined to the 
wretches who tyrannize over that unhappy land ; to the robbers, 
the murderers of the people. They live in hopes of imitating them 
Oh this fide the water ^ and it cannot be too often repealed, that 
unlefs the friends of order, religion, and the jj;overnmjnt, (Ikuv 
ihuch moreaSivity and zeal than they have hitherto done, imitate 
them they will, and will render America a refemblance of, what 

?3 It 
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It is to be obfcrved that the Poft-office has fixed on 
no flandard clock, by which i>, as well as we, are 
to be regulated. The fecond-hand watch of feme 
clerk is tlie regulator of this important department 
of the public bufinefs. On the precarious pace of 
its rufiy wheels depend the circulation- of intelli- 
gence, the operations of trade, the coranaunicajtions 
of fricndfhip, and the intercourfe of love. 

While time is in fuch hands, it cannot be hopec^ 
ihat it will be diftributed with much impartiality. 
But it is not the time I am inclined to difpute about. 
I ftiall admit as a truth (though I fincerely believe 
it to be a falfehood), that my papers were fome of 
them five and others fixteen minutes too late ; and 
Ihall contend that, even if this were the cafe, the 
Pofl-mafter had 7io right to refufe to receive them. 

The Foft-oHice regulations refped\ing newfpapers. 
(of which I Ihall fay more hereafter) were fettled, 
when the office was held in Front-flreet, within a 
few. hundred yards of the dwellings of the printers. 
It is now removed a mile at Icaft farther off. X^ 
know then, whether, in jultice, they could refufe to 
admit my papers, the reader has only to determine 
whet her 7?;^/^^ minutes is too long a fpace to be al- 
lowed lor the travelling of a mile, with a load^ 
wheelbarrow. 

It may be faid that the office was removed by con- 
fent of the Poft-mafter-general. This is probably 
true ; but if he were to remove it to the banks of 
Schuylkill, or to Cheflcr, am I to follow it, 'and ftill 
be nailed down to the fame time ? For what pur- 
pole was the office removed ? For the fafety of Cap^ 
tinn Patton and his precious democratic troop, and 
-for ihat alone. The removal, and every regulation 
iiticnding it, is of great public inconvenience, and 
even injury. Ever}' man in trade, remaining in 
i(A\-ii, has to tramp up to the commons, wet weather 
or dry weather, not only to get his letters, but to fee 

if 
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if there be any for him. Perhaps he walks ten miles 
before he gets a letter that ought to coft him but two- 
pence. This regulation is to guard againft the run- 
ners catching the fever, and bringing it to the Poft- 
office ; but it is forgotten by the public, that this re- 
gulation is, to the heaUh of the city, one of themoft 
dangerous that ever was adopted. It brings a crowd 
of people round the walls of the new Poft-office, 
from every hole and corner of the city and fuburbs, . 
While the courts of juftice and the houfe of God are -. 
Ihut up for fear of propagating the diforder from an 
aflemblage of perfons ; round Captain Patton's Ihop^ 
they are fqueezing, and ihoving, and fweating in the 
prefs ; fending out breezes of breath as hot as fire, 
with their mouths not three inches from each oth^r. 
The Poft-mafter's men are in no danger. They take 
good care to keep a glafs window between them and 
the fupplicant crowd. 

Were a regulation of as great, or greater public 
inconvenience and danger than this, adopted for the 
prefervation of men whofe Jives are of great importance 
to the nation^ the magnitude of the objedl would re- 
concile one to its immediate esrils : out who and 
what are the perfons to whofe fafety and eafe fuch a. 
vaft public facrifice is now made ? The Poft-office 
Clerks ! the mere tellers of letters ; the tiers up and 
markers of packages 1 The utqioft ftretoh of talents 
that is required in them is, to be able to count their 
fingers with accuracy, and to diltinguilh the letters 
of the alphabet one from another. And is it to 
guard againft the lofs of fagacious animals like thefe, 
that half the people in the city are to put up with the 
greateft incgnveniencea, and that the whole city is 
continually to run the rillc of contagion ? 

However, to return to my own cafe : if the whble 

city do fubmit to thefe great inconveniences, and if 

the whole Poft-office troop and their Captain are 

thus indulged on account of the calamity, which 

p 4 afFedls 
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affctfls every man more or lefs, is it right that they 
Jhould hold lis down to a moment ? If we fubmit to go 
a mile three or four times a day to accommodate 
them, are we, in return, to be driven away if jfive 
minutes too late, like flaves from the prefence of a 
Bafhaw ? 

Knecejpty could have been pleaded ; if the mails had 
been gone or juji going ; then the cafe would have 
been different. But thefe papers (amounting to 
about a thoufand in number), which were rejcfled 
zXfive minutes after five m the afternoon, did not go 
away till the next morning at [even o^ clock ! 

The learned Clerks^ after the calculations and la- 
honousfitidies of the day, wanted to take an airing 
to renovate the faculties of their minds, and fo- my 
thoufand fubfcribers were difappointed. The feft 
is, the invariable condudi: of thefe people proves, 
that they look upon every one that has any thing to 
do with them, as under their command ; and I dare 
fay, when Patton rolls his dead-looking eye over 
the city, he feels the fame agreeable fenfations as a 
farmer does in looking over his grazing herd; 

But there is fomething befides the infolence of of- 
fice to which I attribute the rejedtion of my papers^ 
in fo unwarrantable a manner — the politics and 
private views of the Deputy Poft- mail er. 

Having proved that Patton had no right to rcjeft 
my papers in the manner he did on Friday laft, I 
(hall now proceed to ftate fome fa6ls, which, I am 
perfuaded, will pretty clearly account for his con- 
dua. 

It has long been talked of publicly, and I have 
neyer heard it contradifled, that Patton, the Deputy 
Poft-mafler of Philadelphia, was m partnerjhip with 
old Brown ; and every circumflance on which a 
judgmerrt can be formed, tends to prove, that this 
connexion is continued with thefon^ 

How 
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How dangerous this is to the interefts of all the 
other printers, may be eafily imagined. For inflance ; 
the New- York papers come in on Saturday, and 
arc not delivered out till Monda\' ; but the Poft- 
m^fter, having them in his poliellion, may examine 
them over, and, if he finds any thing of importance 
in them, may hand them to his partner, if he has 
one, who will compofe his paper on Sunday, and 
have it out on Monday morning before the other 
printers get the news into their pofleffion. — An in- 
flance in which this game was fufpe»Sed, happened 
about four months ago. Brown had his paper out 
by feven o'clock in the morning, a few rtiinutes 
after we had got the papers that contained the news, 
Claypoole was fully convinced of the trick, and fo 
was Fenno ; and if they had had fpirit enough to join 
me,' the matter would at that time have been lifted 
to the bottom. 

Sea-papers, and letters alfo, mufl ever be at the 
difpofal of a Poft-mafter ; and if he be a printer too, 
can it be imagined tl\at he will not giv« himfelf the 
preference ? For inftance : I have files of the True 
Briton fent me from London. They are put into 
the Poft-office at New-York7^^?/i?^, but they always 
come to me open. One of the packets I received was 
accompanied with a letter, mentioning the number 
fent, and I found \\\^ifeveral of them had been pur^ 
lomed. I do not fay that they were ftolen at our 
Poft-oflfice ; but, if a man be a partner in a paper, 
aad he fee a packet 0/ London papers, for whofe 
contents the public are anxioufly awaiting, he will 
feel a flrong temptation to peep into them, and even 
to take them into his keeping; or he will moft 
likely borrow them for an hour or two, //// he or his 
partner has gutted them. The honeft and pun6lual 
jPoft-mafter will then return you your papers, juft 
as a (quirrel throws away the fhell after having ex- 
tr^Aed the kernel. 

^ I could 
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I could mention fevcral other ways in which fuch 
a connexion mui\ operate to the diladvantage of every 
printer except the partner. In fadl it is evident, that^ 
where a partnerfhip of this nature fubfifts, no fuch 
thing as impartiality from the Pofl-mafter can be 
expected ; but in no other way can he fo eflentially 
injure his competitors as in the management of their 
papers fent by the mail. He can't hinder a paper of 
merit from getting fubfcribers. The intelligence, if 
jjot quite fo early, every paper makes (hift to come 
at ; but it is in his power to delay, and even deftroy 
the packages for the country, and by that means 
cut off the fubfcriptions : and when it is recolledled 
that every fubfcriber he deprives another of, may 
come to his own lift, it will not be thought very 
fevere to fuppofe, that he will lofc no opportu- 
tiity of exercifing this part of his office. 

1 very early difcovered what I conceived to be a 
plot againft my paper; and wh^t, I believe, the 
^public will look upon in the fame light, I found, 
from repeated complaints, that my papers always 
reached the eaftern (hore of Maryland one day after 
Browns. This caufed me to make inquiries at the 
Poft-office. I fent my papers at 1 2 o^clock, and my 
clerk was repeatedly told that he was doing right. I at 
laft put the queftion on a piece of paper ; it wa& pre^^- 
fented at the hoJe^ and the anfwer was, You are doing 
fight. Notwithftanding all this, it foon afterwards 
appeared that I was doing wrong ; and that Brown's 
papers were admitted the fame evening they were 
printed. * 

But this was only a fort of prelude ta the grand 
fclieme. About lix weeks, or perhaps two months, 
after my paper began to travel, there came to rae 
one Rofette (1 believe this is his name), a French- 
man, recommended, as he faid, by Mr. Patton. 
This projcdor was going, he faid, to efiablifh an 

I offi&e 
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vffice for the folding and tying up nowrpapers for the 
mail. I was rather ftruck at the oddity of the infti-^ 
tution ; but the flan no longer appeared ridiculous, 
when I found that my Mounfeer had been firft in 
i^^fervm of Patton^ then in that of Br own ^ and that 
)ie h^d quitted the latter for no fault, and with no 
other view than that of compaffionately taking other 
people's papers, as well as Brovyp's, under his pack- 
ing care, 

I did not like his coming froqi Brown ; nor was 
Patton's recomrnendation much more in his favour. 
I refufed to have any thing more to ^o with the 
Mounfeer. The qther printers (all except Clay^ 
poole, I believe) .gave into the fcheme ; and Patton, 
after having twice prefled me to accede in vain, 
brought the Parkz-vous along with him to my 
houfe, and they both made ufe of every perfuafion 
in their power to induce me to give out my papers. 
I very plainly told them that 1 had many objedlions 
to it ; but that one was never to be got over ; and 
that was, I never would fubmit the llji of my fubfcrib^ 
ers to the examination of any perfon from under my 
own roof, aiid that there was an impropriety particu- 
larly ftriking in putting thofe lifts into the hands of 
a Fre7ichrnan. 

Now, if Patton had no interefted motive in this, why 
Should he take this man from his own office, and then 
^gain from Brown, to recommend him to the printers ? 
Why (hoqld he trouble himfelf to wait upon me, to 
prevail on me fo give my lifts and my papers into 
the hands of this man ? Was it that he favv my pa- 
pers were badly put up, and wrong diredled, and 
that he was afraid IJbou^d lofe my fuhfcrihcrs from it? 
Or was it, that, by getting them into the clutches of 
a creature of his own, he thought he fhould be able 
to reduce my enormous packages to 2ireafonablefi%e^ 
and give the poor Philadelphia Gazette a chance, at 
|eaft^ for its life ?— rTbefe queftions the reader will 
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be able to anfwer when he is in pofleflion of another 

ha. 

The Mounfeer opened his oj^ce in an alley near 
the bottom of Arch-ftreet ; but, lince the Poft-officc 
has been removed a mile and more from me and from 
Claypoole, brother Rofette has removed alfo ; and to 
where, think you? Why, to the Poft-ojffice itjelfy 
where he has an apartment allotted for the doing up' 
of his papers ! So that while my papers are rejcdte^ 
for being^i;^ minutes too late^ while this rigour is ex- 
crcifed towards me, who give conflant employment 
to twenty people, who pay thirty or forty pounds a- 
year diredt taxes, and whofe letters amount to at leaft 
forty pounds a-year more ; while I am treated with 
this rudenefs and feverity, a Frenchman, whom no- 
body but Patton knows, whoie name was never on 
a tax -gatherer's lift, and who is of no more confe- 
quence in the country than a rat or a worm, is fur- 
niihed with an apartment at the public expenfe! Do^ 
this look like mpartlalttyy or does it look like part-- 
nerjhtp f 

There is no neceflity for faying another word on 
the indecent and barefaced conoudl of the Deputy 
Poft-mafter. The faSs which I have related, he 
dares not denjc* and I leave the public to draw the 
conclufion. He may pofllbly dei^y his partnerfhip 
with Brown, though 1 hardly think he will ; and as 
to his connexion with Rofette^ the thing is tpo clear 
to admit of denial. 

How convenient it is for him and the Frenchman 
to fit and amufe thenifdves in looking over the lifts 
of the feveral printers ! What fine ** guillotine garni* 
they would have found in mine ! and how eafy it is 
for the Parlez-vous to make a miftake now and thcn^ 
^nAfen(l on Browns paper ^ while thqfe of others ar^ 
left behind ! Any man inay make a miftake now and 
then, a^id efpecially when there is important tiews^ 
'h\\ things confidered, it .was, and is, a very pretty 

2 little 
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TillTc inftitution, and, I make no doubt, will turn 
out very much to the advantage of the founder. 

So much, Mafter Patton, for rejedling papers that 
are Jive miniUes too late by your clerk's battered 
watch. 

' Reprefentatlve Government. — The following para- 
graph, which is well worthy of attention, is taken 
from the New -York Daily Advertifer: — In this cn- 
fighteried age and country, a man can purchafe mil- 
lions of acres, or pofiefs millions of dollars in the 
public funds ; nay, he can matcriaHy influenbe the 
public affairs of a free andextenfive republic, while 
his folemn written promjfes (for notes of hand are to be 
fo confidered) for fums to an incalculable amount, 
are of lefs value than two (hillings and fixpence in 
the pound; while he is carclefs of his charadler, 
and (bffers his creditors to call upon him repeatedly 
in vain. There are fufth men, on whom the intereft 
and reputation of the United States have for fome 
tiine depended, and flill depend. By their means 
we are eflecmed by foreigners a nation of/peculators. 

. American Degradation,— Q^^pX^m Dunbar, arrived 
at Bofton from St. Croix, was boarded by a French 
privateer from Guadaloupe. After the ufual cere- 
mony of robbery, infult, &c. &c. had been gone 
through, the French Citizen Captain was preparing 
to^ilifinifs Dunbar, but previoufly he thought pro- 
per to difembarrafs himfelf of fome people he had 
taken out of the Favourite of Baltimore, by putting 
them on board Captaib Punbar. Among others, he 
wifhed to get rid of th^ Captain, Sciflbn, and Mr. 
Tjaylor the Tupercargo,^but they infilled on remain-, 
log to fee the fate of their property ; whereupon the 
Frenchman, our dear aJly, gave them a hearty ^c;^^ 
£ing ; and fent'them and Captain Dunbar off with 
m curfe on their country, and avowing his determi- 
nation 
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nation to rob every American vcflel that could not 
be made prize of. 

Our alliance with France, which is celebrated an- 
nually in feVeral parts of the United States, is the 
firfl, I believe, that was ever ftrengthened hy flogging. 
I have heard a Frenchman lately inlift, tliat the 
Convention faw that they muft inevitably lofe our 
firiendftiip unlefs they began to punifli us. We are 
looked upon by them as a Ruffian looks upon his 
bride. Nothing enfures our afFedlion like a good 
bafiinado. 

We have for years paft been muttering curfes be- 
tween our teeth, againfl: thofe abominable mifcreants 
Santhonax and Vidor Hugues. Well, after all this, 
we have lately feen a number of Americans addreff- 
ing the former on his departure from France, on his 
vacating his throne of tyranny ; and as to Vi6lar 
Hugues, his praifes have of late been very familiar in 
the mouths of our patriotic Captains. 

If this fame flogging Captain were to land in 
America (and /^Wwg- money with him) ; if he*were to 
fettle in fome of our towns ; nay, in the very town of 
Baltimore ; not only would he be fuflfered to remain 
in the peaceable enjoyment of his plunder, but he 
would be carefled and flattered, and citizened into 
the bargain. Barney did Icfs to merit a civic fef- 
tivat. 

American Meeknefs --^Yvoin Portfmouth (N. H.), 
a famous lans-culotte town, there is an account of 
the temporary capture of the brig Brothers, Captain 
Kennard, by a fmall French fchooncr.. The ally 
robbed Captain Kenqard of every thing that one 
would think it poffible to take away, and, to prove 
his high fenfe of the alliance exifting between the 
two nations, he obliged Captain Kennard's men to 
boifl out his* long-boat, and carry the plunder to the 
privateer. 

ThcFC^ 
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' There is a fort of proteft refpefling this ally\ eon* 
dudl, figned by the Captain, the mate, and one of 
the feamen ; and it concludes with the following cu-» 
rious fpecimen of republican poluenefs : 

** The laft compliment from them was, Damn your 
^^ Prejidentj damn your Congrefs, and all America y for 
** making a treaty with Great Britain. 

** After this. Captain K. hoifted rn his boat 
" with a deal of trouble, atid proceeded on his paf- 
** fage to lament his cruel tifage^ 

There's a Chriftian-like Captain for you 1 Not a 
curfe, you fee, for his brother ally ! He lametUs his 
cruel ufage ; whines like a child whipped. And is 
this the lofty, ftubborn, unyielding fpirit of repub- 
licanifm, about whichwe have been fo long bored ? 
Is this that independent fpirit that could not brook 
the flighteft ftretch of authority from the Britifli 
King and Parliament ? or is it the fpirit of humility, 
of degeneracy, of vaffalage and flavery ? 

Even the very fentences in which this poor fallen 
tar conveys his plaints, he takes care to fcatter with 
terms of excufe for his opprcflbrs. He calls the pri- 
vateer a pirate ; thereby hinting that the violence 
committed on him was not authorized by our dear 
allies. But this is falfe. The French privateers are 
all *duly commiffioned from the Government ; and, 
as if taking our veflcla into French ports were not 
fufRcient to convince us of this, they feldom negleA 
repeating to thofe they plunder, that they are ordered 
fo to do. Yet all this won't do. We muft hunt af- 
ter an excufe for them, which they fcorn to accept 
of, We want to hide our buffets and infults from 
the world ; but they are refolved we fhall not. 

lam certain, after all that has happened, all the 
unheard-of, the terrible degradation we have fufj 
fered : after all this, I am certain that it wants only 
a fmile on the part of France to heal over every 
thing. There would be no talk of reflitution, or 

compenfation. 
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compenfafion. The 25 millions of dollars We iliould 
give up with joy. We are looking to France, not 
ioxjufticey hut (or fan/on ; andfo humble and beat 
down is the public mind, that any terms Ihort of 
abfolute hanging would be acceptable *. 

Wednesday, 4'^ October. 

American CompaJJion. — An impartial writer in the 
New -York Gazette obferves: "What a glorious 
*' thing was the amendment of the political ftate of 
** France^ while it had for its fole obje<51 the correc- 
*^ tion of ahufi^s, and ihe mehoration of the civil and 
** focialfiate of its people ! What a horrid fpeftacle 
'^ has the revofution exhibited lincc it has beeii con-- 
" ducked by ambition^ cruelty^ revenge^ and all the in- 
*^ fervalpaffionsr — That is to fay : The revolution 
was all very well while it was pulling down the king, 
the church, and the nobles, and every thing elfe that 
\\\t, ftaiinch Whigs took it into their IkuUs not to ap- 
prove of ; but the rnonient this **^'/or/Wy'' revolu* 
tion began to touch themfelves, then it was a very 
bad, a '* Zfom^ thing." — To feel for others, ^)eople 
muft be made to feel themfelves. This is all pcrfecMy 
right. The nobles, the infulted and bufFetted cler- 
gy, and even the poor royalift peafants, were, in 
the bittereft of their diltrefs, the objects of the con- 
tempt and ridicule of great numbers in this country. 
The public papers teemed with outrages levelled 
againft them. Our turn is now come. We arc 
robbed, bufFetted and fpit upon, while they are 
either fettled in fome hofpitable clime, or have found 
a Ihelter in the grave. 



* How completely have my words been verified ! — Norcm* 
ber 1800. 

Blockade 
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Blockade of Cadiz. — Bojton^ ix^th Sepiemher. ** A 
^ correal riew, or plan, of the blockade of Cadiz, 
** was received by yefterday's mail, contained in 
** Porcupines Gazette ; // may lefeen at the pfficc of 
*' the Price CurkIent." 

Three years ago a man would have been iloned to 
death if he had publilhed fuch a reprefentation as tha^ 
which the people of Bofton are invited to look at. 

Negro-JieaVtng. — ^Whereas, through the fpirited 
and generous exertions of Robert Wharton and 
John Jennings, Efqutres, Aldermen, and the acti- 
vity and vigilance of Thomas Durncl, George Gafs, 
Thomas Evans, and P. Scott, conflables, and Rb- 
bert Turner, d^puty-conftable, a certain Elihu 
Meeker was laft night apprehended, and committed 
to gaol, for privately inveigling and kidnapping 
black people from this city, with an intent to lell 
them ^sjlaves ; which praAice he hath followed, as 
is fuppofed, for months paft, but more particularly 
fince the prevalence of the prefent epidemic fever ; 
• and whereas from circum fiances there is room to 
fafpe6l that others not known are connected with him 
in this nefarious traffic : a caution is hereby giveij 
to the citizens in general, and to the people who arc 
perfonally in danger, to beware of all fuch defigns, 
and give fpeedy information of every attempt of the 
kind to the faid Robert Wharton ot John Jennings, 
j&iqufres. R. All^n. 

f^hihdelpfiia, Seft. aSth, lygy. 

Curious jidverfifements in Kentucky. — Tliere npver 
^as a place where the cqrfes of fociety were known 
to exift in greater plenty than in the innocent State of 
fLcnlucky. Every thing fcet^s to be reduced to the 

VQi-. yiv. ^ loweft 
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loweft polRble flate of degradation; in witnefa 
\v4icreof, read the following advertifements : ^ 

" Take Notice. A reqfonabte price in cash will be 
"given for a good fecond-rate lawyer, to prajfttfe 
in the county of Bracken. Inquire of the Printer. 

" Auguft 23d, 1 797.'' 
^ Another. " Blank warrants ^ andfummonfeSy and 
execictions, may be had on^the Jhorteft notice^ at the 
office hereof." 

I dare Jay thefe are veryfaleahle articles y and ar^ 
fome times wanted in a great hurry. 



Republican Morality. — I have inferted one or two 
articles before! for the exprefs purpofe of having on 
record fome few proofs of that virtue which the cun-. 
ning Montefquieu fays is the balls of a republic. I 
^ ihall infert one more. I fhall not like to be told, 
when I return to England, that " America is totally 
*^ free from thofe vices which abound in monarchica^ 
*^ governments." 



Stockhridgej Sept. 18. — At the Supreme Court 
now holding in this town, the trial of one Ste- 
phen Smith, a black man, came on on Tuefday 
lafl. This accompli jfhed villain flood charged by 
the Grand Jury on four capital indictments, for 
burglary and arfon. The firfl charge was for bur- 
glary in the houfe of Mr. Samuel Goldfbury. The 
trial took up the whole of the day. Th« Juty 
in the evening brought in their verdidt GU[iLTy ; — 
this is fufficient to bring him to the gallows. The 
other charges were for fetting fire to faid Goldfbury^s 
houfe, which partly confumed it,, and for robbing 
and fetting fire to Mr. William Turner's dwelling- 
houfe, which was entirely confumed in Mard\ 
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At the Court, one Peggy Dexter liad fevenieen 
indidtments found againll her by the Grnnd Jury, 
for petty larceny. She pleaded guilty to Hvo. 

Her huftand at the fame time pleaded guilty to 
an indictment for theft. \_A promifing pair /] 

One Rice Thomfon, alias Thomfon Rice, of Sud- ' 
bury, was indi6led and tried for burglary, breaking 
and entering the dwelling-houfe of Captain Enoch 
Ruft, in company with John Steward, who was 
conviiSed and executed in April la ft. He was found 
iiot guilty. 

New London^ Sept. 27. — A horfe was ftolen about 
dulk on Sundav evening laft out of a pafture in 
Duanelburg. The man, a negro belonging to Scho- 
harie, was purfued and taken with the horfe a little 
after midnight. The Grand Jury found a bill 
againft the offender on Monday morning ; and on 
Tuefday the Jury brought him in guilty. His fen- 
tence is referved for the Court to pronounce. 

At a Circuit-court held in Albany lately, a mai;i 
was condemned to imprifonment and hard labour 
for life, for pajjing two counterfeit quarter - dollars ! 
To what a length will half a dollar carry a man ? 

At the Circuit-court held in Albany the prefent 
inonth, three perfons were condemned to hard la-* 
bour and imprifonment for life, one to perpetual 
imprifonment, two to ten years hard labour, two 
to feven ditto, and feveral from four years to feven 
Ciontbs ditto. V 



Thursday, 5^^ October, 

, Peak and the American Mufeum. — The learned and 
ingenious Mr. C. W. Peak, among his " valuable 
repofitory of the works of nature , fo well calculated 
to delight the mind and enlarge the underftanding," 

ql 2 mentions 



9ftt GAZETTE SEUECTldNS. 

mentions io particular fcvcral ^^ waxen figuf;ei of 
men, as large as life !!" — And, as if this was nc^ 
enough, one of the particularized curiofitw is tl^0 
figure of the ^^footy Africdny 

Now, Mr. Peale, be fo good as to tell me hoTP 
long Nature has taken to te?orit i« w^jr? And fincc 
when, I pray you, has the ^^footy jifricari* becomd 
a airiofity at Philadelphia > — No, no, Mr. Peale \ 
fuch curiofities will never bring me to your ihop^ 
however " airy and healthy its tituation*^ may be. ] 
have feen more for a halfpenny in the travelling 
hutch of an itinerant brute-monger in JEnglandjj 
than I could fee at your ** ^iry" Mufeum for a 
quarter-dollar, which is juft fixtecn pence halfpenny 
flerling. — No, no; if you mean to have my com^ 
pany, get me half a dozen democrats. Jiuffed with 
Jlraw, Never mind their being ofyour own tribe^ 
In thefe degenerate days dog eats dog, and furgeoc^ 
flays furgeon, when he can get no other fubjed.— -• 
Take my advice ; throw out your fnakes and your 
alligators, and replace them by the more venomous 
brutes above- mentioned ; and be aifured, that yoa 
will no longer fland in need of newfpaper puffs; 
nor will it fignify a farthing whether your (hop be 
healthy or not. You will have hundrecjs of cifioia- 
crSj though the peftilence fhould rage all around youi 
and though Dr. Rufh, with the lancet in his hiand^ 
ihould be your door-keeper. 

Ruflis Anion againji Fenno and Co^^«//.— -The fol-^ 
lowing note appeared in Brown's paper of yeilerdaji 
evening. 

*' Mr. Brown, 

** Having brought ailipns againft John FcnnOj 
junior, and William Cobbett, for their publicationJi 
againft me in their papers, 1 requeft you not to iii* 
fert any thing in your paper which may be offered^ 
. ' ^ i« 
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li^-^nfwer to tliofe publications^ or in defence of my 
chara^Sler. Benj. Rush/' 

, Npvsr, the view of this publication is ealily feen 
Into. The Dodor finds his little reputation, as a 
^yiicjan, in as dangerous a way as ever a poor yellow 
fevef man w^s in, half an hour after he was called to 
his aid ; and he vainly imagines that this notification^ 
requefting Brown not to publifh any thing on the 
ftfJ^^^f will be a hint to Fenno and me to forbear. 
"^e wanted no hints from Dr. Rufti. We know 
very well what we ought to do ; an(J> if God grants 
us life, we fhall do it completely. I don't n)ind 
his boafting about fuing me. He can't fue me for 
PEBT, No, Dr. Rulh, /never was liied for debt. 
Sen times in one year ; nor would I, were I even as 
poor as you are, endeavour to recover my broken 
&n:tunes by bleeding people to death by fcores. 

. AneedoU of Do^or Mead. — When Dr. Mead 
waB fent for on the firfl: of the dueen's illnefs, he 
laid (he could not live long, but in which he was 
contradicted by mod of the houfebold phyficians. 
Her cafe was fent to Hanover, with all the fymp* 
toms, and Mead's opinion was confirmed. When 
the Queen grew worfe> Mead called upon Dr. Radr 
clifFe_(with whom he lived in the clofeft habits of in- 
ttinacy), and told him he believed flie could not hold 
it out above twenty-four hours. ' * Then, young man 
(laid Dr. RadclifFe), this is the crifi^bf your fortune ; 
go dire(ftly and pronounce the exiift hour of her 
death; if (he outlives a day, which by your ac 
^unt I take almofl to be impoffible, it v^ill be no dif* 
credit to you ; but if fhe dies near the hour of predic*^ 
tion, by G — you'll not only pafs for ^ great f>fyfician, 
but ^ forium-telier r 

. Mead, who was remarkably modeft, felt difficul- 
ties IP taking this advice \ bat b^iay overruled by 

^3 bis 
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for every one of his patients for whom the former 
fdrnifhes a coffin. 1 am under no fiich agreement 
with the midwives ; but I fhall be much obliged to ' 
them if they will recommend my cradles; and I 
will, beiides, give a glafs of gin for every cuftomer 
they find me. 

II km ' 

Satur^day,. 7^^ October. 

\ Dr. Curriers Acccnmt of Rujfis ConJuB in 1793.—^ 
Dr. Rufli having^ tried the efFedts of mercurial ' 
purges, which he acknowledged to the College of 
Riyficians on the 26th of Auguft, had been reconi- 
mended to him by Docftors Hodge and Carfon^ the 
latter of whom had experienced their good cffedls 
upon himfelf on a former occalion, in a dofe con- \ 
taining twenty grains of calomel, made trial of' 
them, and was fo highly pleafed with them, that he 
alTumed the credit of the difcovery, though they 
had been frequently employed, both by the Eaft and 
Weft India phyficians, long before 1793, as may be 
feen in the publications of Lind, Blaney, Clark, ' 
Balfour, and others. 

He appears to have read Dr, Mofeley's Diredlions 
for treating the Yellow Fever of the Weft Indies 
about the loth of September, for the firft time. In 
that treatife very profufe and frequent bleeding is re- 
cbmmended, from a perfualion that the difeafe was 
always attended with inflammatory fymptoms in the 
beginning, which in that climate was probably the 
cafe,, as the fubje6ls that came under Mofeley's care 
were ftrong, vigorous, plethoric Englilh failors. 

. Dr. Rulh, with that precipitation for which he has 
always been noted, inftantly adopted the praftice in 
its utmoft latitude, without refle61ing that diflfer- 
ence of climate and conftitution made a difference 
in the difeafe. 

Gi 4 On 
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On the 1 2th September he publilhed io the Fe- 
deral Gazette the following diredlions to the citi- 
zens: 

** Dr. Rufli, regretting that he is unable to conj- 
ply with all the calls of his fellow^citizens indifpofed 
with the prevailing fever, recommends to them to 
take his mercurial purges, which may now be had 
with fuitable diredions at mofl: of the apothecaries ; 
and tolofe ten or twelve ounces of blood as foonas 
C9nvenient after taking the purges *, if the head- 
aoh and fever continue. — When the purges do not 
operate fpeedily, bleeding may now be ufed before 
they are taken. — The almoft univerfal fuccefe with 
which it has pleafed God to bleis the remedies of 
flrong mercurial purges and bleeding in this dilbrder^ 
enables Dr. Rulh to afTure his fellow-citizens that 
there is no more danger to be apprehended from it 
when thefe remedies have been ufed in its early 
ftage, than there is from the meafles or influenza 
Dr. Rufh alllires his fellow-citizens farther, that the 
rifk from vifiting and attending the lick at prefent, 'u 
not greater than from walking the ilrects. While 
the dileafe was fo generally mortal, or the fucccff- 
ful mode of treating it only partially adopted, he 
advifed his friends to leave the city ; at prefent he 
conceives this advice unneccffary, not only bccaufc 
the difcalc is under the power of medicine, but bc- 
caufc the citizens who now wifhto fly into the coun- 
try cannot avoid currying the infection with them ; 
they bad brlti:r remain near to nieJical aid, and 
^void exciting the infedion into action." 

How far the aflcrtions contained in the addrefs 
corrcfpotid with fads, let the obituary of that month 
dietermine, and the deaths in his own family. 



* Tbcfe purgea contained ten graini of calomel, and Hfteea p 

Thof 
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Thofc acquainted with the caufes and laws of 
contagion thought him infane. 

At other times he promifcd a removal of the in- 
fectious effluvia, with which he alferted the whole 
atonofphere was loaded, as foon as a heavy raia 
ihould fall : — an opinion as groundlefs as any that 
ever was generated in a whimfical brain. 

Immediately after one of his addrelfes to the citi- 
^en^f the foUovving advertifements were publiflicd 
at his requefl in all the newfpapers : 

*V Dr. Rufti's cekhraied roercurfal purging and 
fweating powders for preventing andcuring the pre- 
vail ing/>tt/ri^/^z;^r, may be had carefully prepared, 
t^ith proper dire<Stions, at Betton and Harrifoji's, No, 
10, South Second-flreet. 

^' Dr, Rufti's mercurial fweating purge for the yel- 
low fever, may be bad carefully prepared, with the 
Dodlor's directions, and fold by William Delany^ 
druggift and cliemift, &c, 

* ** Dr.Rufh's mercurial fweating powder for the yel- 
low fever, with printed directions, prepared and fold 
by pcrmiflSon, by Goldthwait and Baldwin, chcmifts 
and druggifts, &c." 

In fpeaking of his exploits in a letter addreffed to 
Pr. Rodgers; dated Odober 3d, after accufingmoft 
of the phyiicians of the city of ignorance and obfti- 
nacy, he adds, *^ By means of the remedies before 
mentioned, 1 think I have been the unworthy in- 
flrument in the hands of a kind Providence of re- 
(covering more than ninety-nine out of one hundred 
of ray patients before my late inditpolition from the 
want pf bleeding and purging. Since the loth of 
September I have found bleeding, in addition to the 
ipercurial purges, ncceflary in nineteen cafes ouf of 
twenty. At firft I found the lofs of ten or twelve 
ounces fufficient to fubdue the pulfe ; but I have 
luren pbl;ged gradually, a» the feafgn advanced, to in- 

crea][a 
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crcafe the quantity to lixty, feventy, and eighty 
ounces*" 

So much was the Dodlor about this period pof- 
fefled with the notion that he was the only man of 
common fcnfe eicifting, that he not only refufed to 
confult with any but his former pupils who fubmit- 
ted to obey his didlates, and rudely intruded his 
advice upon other people's patients. He alfo ap- 
pointed two illiterate negro men, and fent them into 
all the alleys and bye places in the city, with orders 
to bleed, and give his fweating purges, as he empi- 
rically called them, to all they Ihould find fick, 
without regard to age, fex, or conftitution; and' 
bibody and dirty work they made among the poor 
miferahle creatures that fell in their way. 

That his mind was elevated to a ftate of enthu- 
iiafm bordering on frenzy, I had frequent oppor- 
tunity of obferving ; and I have heard from popular 
report, that in palling through Kenfington one day, * 
with his black man on the feat of his chaife along- 
fide of him, he cried out with vociferation, " BJieed 
and purge all Kenfington ! drive on, boy !" 

The contemplation of his own felf-created con- • 
fequence, the hurry of bufinefs, the novelty anci fo- 
lemn afpedl of the furrounding fc^nes, had certainly 
a very extraordinary efFedl upon his imagination, 
and impaired his judgment. 

I knew feveral that he terrified into chilly fits^ 
fome into relapfes, and fome into convulfions, by* 
Hopping them in the ftreet, and declaring they had 
the fever — ^YouVe got it ! you've got it ! was his 
ufual falutation upon feeing any one with a pale 
countenance. I have been aflured that h» pro- 
nounced to Dr. Glentworth, that he would be a dead 
man if he would not fubmit to more bleeding, after- 
he had reduced him almoft to death's door by the 

- violence" 
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Violence of his temedies *. Two other phyficians 
bdtig called in, thought otherwife, and the Do6lor 
recovered without any more lofs of the vital fluid, 
ndtwithftariding this alarming and pofitive prognof- 
tidit?on. 

' His pronouncing Mr. Michael Connor to be in* 
felled with the yellow fever, when juft recovered 
from the ague and fever, occalioned a relapfe. The 
Ame gentlemati afcribes the lofs of his amiable 
daughter to the draflic operation of his mercurial 
purges. 

When applied toby Mr. Chancellor to vifit a pa- 
tient with Dr. Hodge, he advifed him to difmifs- 
Pr. H. ; for he was a bark and wineDodor, and 
would do him more harm than good. 

Dr. W. he faid was an aflaffin, becaufe he ex- 
preffed fome doubts of the fuperior efficacy of mer- 
curial purges to thofe of a lets draflic kind. 

In his letter to Df. Rodgers, after treating the 
opinions of all his fellow-pradlitioners with the moft 
ihfulting contempt, and declaring that he believes* 
himfelf the unworthy inftrument in the hands of a 
kind Providence of recovering more than ninety- 
nine of an hundred of his patients, he adds, " it 
was extremely unfortunate that the new remedies 
were ever connefted with my name,*' and that he^ 
claimed no other merit than tliat of having early 
adopted and extended a mode of treating the difor- 
der which he had learned from his firft preceptor in 
niedicine Dr. Redman, and which is flrongly re- 
commended by Hilary, Mofeley, Mitchcl, Kirby, 
and many other writers on the fever. 
* The Do(5tor certainly intended to write a romance; 
for there is no mention in any of the authors he re- 



* " If you will not fubmit to my voice," fays he, " fettle your 
affairs, for you have a dropfy of the brain, and vnll foon be a dead 
maq,'* 

I fers 
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fera to of mercurial purges, or of refting the cure oil 
the difeafe on copious blcedipg and purging, or that 
God had blefled copious bleeding and purging iu^ 
their hands, as any peribn that can read may iatisfy 
btmfelf. Mofeley indeed depends much on copioui. 
bleedings in cafes where the inflammatory fymp- 
toms are manifeA ; but all the rcfl inculcate iparing 
Weeding, and the rooft rnild purges. The recoil 
ie6)ion of thefe things was not to hispurpoiei 
hence the convenience of having a gooc^ mecoory at 
forgetting things that would prove obftacles to our 
icbemes — all good, democrats acquire this kind of 
ipcmory. 

The Doctor here remembered to forget the inform* 
ation he formerly acknowledged he had received 
from Dodtors Hodge and Carfon, refpeding the ef- 
ficacy of mercurial purges in bilious caies. He alfo 
remembered to forget having feen the good effcds 
produced by bleeding a fat cook in Water-ftreet, the 
day after he had tlu.eatencd to proiecute Do(3or 
Barnwell for a dcfign upon the life of Mrs. Rofs in 
Walnut-flrcct, beCaulc he bled her in the very fame 
kind of fever that he now applauds it in, and cm- 
ploys as a cordial and anodyne, and in dcfperate 
c^fes, to make the patient die eafy. He alfo j:e- 
Haembered to forget to mention, that he adopted his 
iinguinary code, not from Draco, but from Mofeley, 
who was a mere empiric that pradlifed in Jamaica 
£>ine years ago. 

He alfo, in a mod extraordinary manner, remem- 
l^red to forget the vidims that were falling by the 
hands of his apoftles, at the very time that he was. 
boafting of recovering 77iore than ninety-nine of a hun- 
dred. 

To crown all his extravagancies, he has lately 
threatened to profecute Dr. Hodge for telling Dr. 
Way, on the fecond day of his fever, that he thought 
be might recover without any more bleeding. The? 

caic 
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jtafe of Dh Way is briefly this r-r-He was attacked 
00 Sunday with the ufual fymptoms of the prevail- 
ing fever; bled himfelf in the night, about twelve 
punces ; next day was bled by advice of Dr. RulK 
three times ; took mercurial purges, which operated 
ycry copioufly ; on Tuefday had an intermiffion ; 
Was again bled once, and purged feveral times.* On 
Wednefday he took without advice eight grains of 
mercurius dulcis ; had all along lince the attack ob^ 
ferved the mod abflemious and cooling regimen. 
By whofe direction he was bled on Wednefday, I 
jdo not know, for Dr, Rufli did not vifit him afta: 
dinner that day. The mercury that he took of his 
own accord on Wednefday morning, brought on 
pain^ iicknefs, and fpafms in his bowels, and occar- 
lioned fuch extreme debility, that he funk under it, 
«nd expired on Friday evening. The account of the 
treatment till Wednefday morning, the writer had 
from Dr. Way himfelf. 

From this ftatement, I think Dr. Rufti exempt 
from blame in the cafe of Dr. Way ; and that there 
Ifre cafes of high inflammation in which the patient 
£>metimes recovers, under the mod Herculean difci- 

J>line, hi^ moft inveterate enemies mufl: acknow* 
edge. 



Monday, 9*^ October. 

French Ferocity. — Halifax (N. C), Sept. 25. Laft 
week arrived at Plymouth in this State, Captain 
Levin Bofman, in a fchooner belonging to Meflrs. 
$tewart and Armftead of that place. Captain BoC- 
man was captured on his homeward-bound pailage 
by a French privateer, who took all the hands out 
<e£ the fchooner, except the Captain, mate, and fu- 
percargo, and put five of our dear fans-culotte allies 
on board. Having no French colours, they tranf- 
lioirmed the American into French, and withrthc frag* 

ment* 
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ments decorated the unfortunate Captain, round 
whom they danced the Carmagnole, by way of con- 
dolence. They then feized a hog on board, which 
they called King George, and after cutting off his 
heady again danced the Carmagnole, and played 
other republican gambols, a la mode de Paris. The 
fagacious and intrepid Captain did not let thefe ma- 
fioeavres pafs unobferved, but taking a good opportu- 
nity, feized the fellow at the helm, whom he foon 
fecured, and gaining poffeffion of the arm-cheft, 
with the affiftance of his mate and fupercargo (a 
manly and fpirited Quaker of Bertie county), the 
others were immediately maftered. The privateer 
was at this time only at a fmall diftance ; they there- 
fore proceeded on the courfe direfted until the priva- 
teer got to a proper diftance, when they altered their 
courfe, committed bur dear allies to a leaky boat, in 
which they might either ling La Carmagnole, Ca-tira, 
or any other republican fong, bale or fink ; pro- 
ceeded on their voyage, and thefe gallant brave men 
had the good fortune to reach their deftined port 
without again encountering any of thefe mercilefe 
pirates. It is fuppofed the Frenchmen got fafe to 
land, as one of the iflands was ini fight, 

Tuesday, 10^^ October. 

Blounis triumphal Entry into Tennejfee. — Knoo^^ 
•y/Vfe, September 18. On Saturday lafl: returned to 
this town the Hon. William Blount, As foon 
as liis approach was made known, the volunteer 
troop of cavalry commanded by John Lavenderj, 
Efq. and a large concourfe of citizens, haftened to 
receive him, and met him eight miles from this place, 
where, after refrefhn^ent, he was conducted into 
-town in the following order, viz. 

A detachment of the troop of cavalry. 

The Hon. Mr. Blpunt, acconjpanied by the Hon; 

General 
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General White, and the Hon. Mr. Stiiart, late 

_ Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

The trpop of cavalry. — Citizens in files. 

We are happy to fay that Mr, Blount has received 

on his journey through this State the moft flattering 

and hearty welcome from every defcription of citi- 

^zens; a welcome juftly due from a grateful people 

^o the father, friend, and protedlor of their State ♦• 

Wednesday, 11^^' October. 

Elediion Scene, in a virtuous republican Country, 
•^If poor filly Montefquieu could have fcen a few 
of the American eledions, he would not have been 
fd loud in the praifes of reprefentative government. 

WaJhingtoHy 03oher y,— Laft Tuefday evening a 
violent affray happened at Upper Marlborough, be- 
tween the friends of the candidates for the office of 
Sheriff, in which a number of the inhabitants of this 
city were very roughly handled, and one man by the 
name of Pollock was murdered on the fpot by a 
brickbat, which firuck him on the head, and re- 
peated blows after he had fallen. — What a pretty 
pi6\ure of civilization ! 

Is there no remedy ? When we go to give our 
votes, muft vVe go as if to meet an enemy ? Mud 
we tell for whom we intend to vote, and get oqr 
heads broke for fpeaking ? 

They order thefe matters better in New-England ; 
there ele^iioneering is hardly feen.: no public dinners 
given to engage votes; no agents planted at ^rojf- 
^ops to take in the fimple. — No. Eleilion days arc 
days when a man fhall rarely fee any other but his 
neighbours and townfmen, met only for the bufinefs 



* This Blount, at the very moment that he was thus received, 
flood impeached before the Senate of the United States, of which 
^ was a member! 

of 
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of thfe day : that finifhed, a moderate drink, aiid 
perhaps a focial fong, concludes. 

But here, what confufion ! If ever I faw a rc- 
fembJance to hell, it was at Marlborough Court- 
houfe ; within the houfe, what a clatter of tongues ! 
A. will thank you for your votes.— I am much obliged 
to you, fays C — D. is a good man, fays another.-^ 
Won*t you vote for B. ? fays a fourth. — Huzza for 
M. — ^Damn your eyes, clear the' way — who do you 
vote for ? — Huzza for B. Such pulling and hauU 
jng, crowding and joftling ; all fpeaking atDnoc^ 
and fome with a very loud voice. 

I have feen many mobs, but I never faw 
fuch a confounded aflemblage of mankind before? 
indeed it is a fcandal to any State, but much more 
to a State compofed of free mei^, FitEs men ! A, 
fmall majority indeed ! all into}dcated with party 

Will our law-makers attend to thefe things, and 
try for an amendment ? I fear not ; for the flrongeft 
party feem to build their hopes of election on tb^ 
0onfulion of the eleifting hour* 

Thursday, 12*^ October, 

French FraternUy. — Same day, brig Peace ancj 
Plenty, Dunbar, St, Croix, 24 days. In lat. 7.f N, 
long. 65'' 35' W. was boarded by a French 
privateer brig from Guadaloupe, under Englifli cor 
lours. The particulars of the treatment which Cap- 
tain D. received are thus recorded by him : " The 
Captain of the privateer came on board, with fivcof 
' his crew, and demanded my papers ; after examina- 
tion, ordered all my trunks and chefts to be opened, 
and took from them all the money they contained, 
with the letters, which he opened ; he took all our 
Itock and cabin ftores, with all the fpare running 
rigging, fails^ and blocks, and cut one Audding-fail 

fron\ 



froih the yard ; he alfo took one cafk of rum be- 
longing to the cargo^ and a cafe that belonged to 
daptain Haynes, who was to have come paffenger, 
contents tinknown; After plundering us of the 
above articles, he fufFered his people to rob us of 
what they pleafed ; and fo fully devoted were they 
to tte bufinefs of thieving, that they took every 
article they could find, even to the knives, forks, 
ipoons, andtumblers ; and in fadl every article retnain- 
ing in the cat^n. He then put two feameil on board 
that were taken a few days before from the brig Fa- 
vourite, Siflbn, of Baltimore, matter, and Mr. Tay- 
lor fupercargo, with a cargo of 50,000 dollars. The 
Captain of the privateer vvifhed to put Captain Sif- 
fon and Mr. Taylor on board my veffel ; but they 
infilled on flaying aboard the privateer, and de- 
loianded to know the fate of their property : which 
^irited behaviour produced on the Commander of 
tht privateer a conduft unworthy a man ; for on their 
tcfufal to quit the privateer, he inhuiilanly^og-^^J 
them. Befides Captain Siflbn, there were feveral 
other American mafters and feamen orl board the 
privateer, names, except one, not to be afcertained: 
this individual's name was John Barnes^ of Marble- 
bead. A few hours previous to our being boarded, 
the privateer took a floop from Rhode Ifland, Cap- 
tain Briggs, bound to Cape Franc^ois, who he faid 
Was a good prize. To add infult to our misfortune, 
this inhuman pirate threatened to take me on board 
ki^ veflel> and inflifl an ignominious punifhment on 
mc, and ftnifhed his brutal behaviour by difmilfing 
tne, with a curfe on my country, and a declared de- 
termination to roh every American veflel he could 
hot make a prize of*. 



* This i& the prictof rebellion. 

vol.. VII. R Friday, 
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Fripay, 13^^ October. 

J/rael I/rajeL-^The Ifrael Ifrael, who is ekc^cd a 
Senator of the State of Pennfylvaoia, keeps the 
Crofs-Keys grog-fhop at the corner of Third and 
Chdhut ftreets. This is a jftep towards perfccftiori 
in the reprefentative way, which we had not before 
taken. A public houfe is a mofl: excellent ftand for 
colleiSiag the fentiments of the/over eign people ^ who 
Bucver ipeaks his mind right freely, except when he 
is half drunk. Befides, Mr. Ifrael entertains horfe^ 
as well as men, and, upon any knotty point, he may 
derive confiderabic advantage from confulting them. 



Saturday, 14^^ October. 

To Dr. Caldwell. — In ^anfwer to your long, im- 
pertinent, and filly letter to me, publiftied in Lloyd 
and Bradford's paper, I am not, be aflured, going 
tp imitate your verbofity. My time, little value as 
it majrbeofj^ is too precious to be thrown away upon 
a patient-hunting quack. 

Your ignorance nobody wonders at ; but your im« 
pudence has been fubjedl of aftonifhment. Peppl© 
naturally think it furprifipg, that you (hould, after 
pMicly coynplmenthig me as the Editor of a paper ^ 
change your tone fo completely in the courfe of a 
month, as to call i6y paper *' 'mfatuousy* and me a 
" monjler.'* Their aflonilhment will ceafe, when 
they know what T am now going, to tell them, viz. 
That you wcr^foliciting Mifflm to give you the place of 
DoElor Meafe^ and ibhat your giving up my paper, 
and making a public attack on it, was neither more 
nor lefs than a facrifice at the Ihrine of Dallas and 
Democracy ! ! This unravels the myftery. Thi* 
accounts for your cenfuring me for " degrading pri^ 
vate charaHer.'* Poor, pitiful parafite ! and do you 
think that this fetch will lUccced with bis Schuylkill 

, Excellency ? 
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fexcellcncy * Not it indeed. You'll not get Mcafe's 
poft. You'll have to hunt the kennels for work, as 
you have hitherto done, take my word for it. That's 
the occupation you are cut out for ; all that I wifh 
is, that it may plcafe God to confine the depreda- 
tions of your lancet to the carcaffes of the demo- 
crats* P. P. 



Monday, 16^^ October. 

Sangrado. — ^Who can read the following extract 
frona Gil Bias, without being tempted to imagine, 
that the author /orefaw the perfon and praAice of 
Su^ ? '^ I went to fetch Dr. Sangrado. He was a 
** tall J pale^ hungry-looking felhwy who had kept th6 
** fhears of Clothos employed for forty years at leaft. 
** This learned Dodlorhada very grave appearance. 
*^ He weighed his difcourfe, and^^x;^ vaft pompofity 
*^ to his exprtpons. — After having looked at ray maf- 
*^ tcr, heobfcrved, with a do<Sor-like air,. We muft, 
•* jwy dear good Sir, fupply the want of tranlpiration* 
** Sangrado then fent me for a furgeon whom he 
** named, and whom he made draw from my mafter 
" fi^ g^od porringers of blood, as a beginning to fupply 
•^ the want of tranfpirationi When this blefled 
** prelude was over, hefaid to the furgeon, Mafter 
** Martin Onez, return in three hours time, and 
** take as much more, and to-morrow you'll 
•* begin again afrefli, // is a grofs error to /up- 
*^ poji that blood is tiecejfary to tlie c9nfervation of 



Tuesday, 17^ October. 

^y^^^g ^^.— Rufti having bled a patient within 
an inch of the grave, and being about to give him 
the finiftiing ftr^e, the relatione remouftrated, ob« 

«. 2 ferving 
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fcrving that it was ufelefi, for that the poor yattUg 
man was already dying : ** Very well, then/* replied 
the Quack, *^ it will put him out of his mifery\ and 
make him die eqfy r And ought butchers like thi* 
to be tolerated ? Thefe monfters look upon every 
patient that has the misfortune to fall into theif 
hands, as a lump of flelh and blood, on which they 
have a right to make experiments. A modern fhilofo*- 
pher cares no more about the life of a man, than 
about the life of a rat or fparrow. I would caution 
every one to avoid the bloody race ; but let this cau- 
tion never be neglcdled by thofe who differ from them 
in politics. 

Wednesday, i8*^ October,^ 

Franklin and G/^^ow.— Anecdote extraAed frorilt 
the New- York Daily Advertifer.— When Franklin 
was on his million to France previous to the alli- 
ance, he put up one night at an inn near the fron- 
tiers. Gibbon, the celebrated hiftorian, happening 
to be in the fame houfc, Franklin fent his compli- 
ments, requefting the pleafure of fpending th© 
evening with Gibbon, In anfwer he received a 
card, importing, that '* rK)twithftanding Mr. Gib->' 
bon's regard for the chara6ler of Dr. Franklin, as a 
man and a philofopher, he could not reconcile it 
with his duty to his King, to have any converfatioii 
with a revolted fubjea r Franklin, in reply wrote at- 
note, declaring, that "though Mr. Gibbon's prin-' 
ciples had compelled him to withhold the pleafure of 
his converfation, Dr. Franklin ftill had fuch a re- 
ipcA for the character of Mr. Gibbon, as a gentle- 
man and a hiflorian, that when, in the courfeof his 
writing the hifloryof the decline and f allot empires, 
the decline and fall of the Britifh empire fhould cpm« 
to be l\^is fubjett, as he cxpe<Sied it foon would. Dr. 

Franklin 
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Franklin would be happy to furnifb him with amplg 
materials which were in his poflTeffion." 

Whether this anecdote record a truth or not, I 
(hall not pretend to fay; but it mud be confelFed 
that the expreffions imputed to the two perfonages 
were ftriflly in character. In Gibbon we fee the 
faithful fubjedt, and the man of candour and honour i 
in Franklin, the treacherous and malicious *' old 
Zanga of Bofton." 

. Republican Legijlators, — If a candidate at an elcc- 
tion is a tavern-keeper, a retailer of grog and gin ; 
if by fome fatality, at the fame time, he is appoint- 
ed tQ hand out^ the public charities to the poor, moft 
of wboin in this blefled commonwealth have a right 
of fuffrage, has he not an uncommon advantage 
over all that are not fo circumftanced, whatever 
other merit they have to recommend them ? Will 
the paupers aft whofe alms they receive from the 
hands of their candidates, or will he be honeft 
enough to tell thenj that he is diftributing the mo- 
mey of his opponents ? 

If, to aggravate thy calamities, poor degraded 
Philadelphia ! fuch a man Ihould be y& elected into ^ 
high and confidential ofRce, does he reprefent thy 
monied or landed intereft, thy houfes, thy lots, or 
thy merchandife ; or only thy nofes f 

Can a city which lies under the calumny of gene- 
rating a contagious fever annually, not much lefs to 
be dreaded than the plague of Grand Cairo ; or, 
what is no better, of importing it every year from 
abroad ; and whofe ftate-government, civil and mi- 
Ijitary, is dilgraced by officers chofen from among 
the lees of the people, by bankrupts, fpeculators, 
Jews, and Frenchmen — »can this city long furvive 
under the fhade of fuch a hoiiile and deadly combi- 
sation ? 

^ . f^x Thursdav, 
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Thursday, 19*^ October. 

The Herrmt and Jefferfon. 

Prophecy — true, Prophecy— falfe^ 

Of the Hermit to Alfred. Of the malicious Phil&fophep 

<* Go forth ! lead on the ra- Jffferfon. 

*• diant years to thee revealed in *• Britain.— The fan rf 

•* vifion. — Lo, they rife! Lo! ^ her glory is faft declimng t6 

** patriots, heroes, fages CK)wd ** the horizon. Her pbikfopfy 

•* to birth, and bards to fing *' has crojfed the Channel; her 

•* them in immortal verfe,— I ^^ freedom h^scroffed the Atlantic i 

** fee thy commerce grafp the ** and herfelf feems paffing ta^ 

<^ world : all nations ferve thee ; *^ that awfiil diflolotion, whofil 

** every flood fubje^edpays its ** iffuc is not given human for6» 

f* tribute to the Thames. ** fight to fcan." — Ifotes on Fh^ 

** Britons proceed ; the fub- ^'**'^' ^^ Thomas Jki FEtsoN^ 

je£t deep command : 
•' Awe with your navies ev'ry 

hoflile land. 
" Fain are their threats^ their 

armies all are vain ; 
** They rule the balanc'd 
world who rule the main." 
Thomson's Alfred. 

Pray, Monfieur Jefferfon, if thefrudom of Bri- 
tain has crojfed the jiilantic^ whither is it goiic ? You 
will not pretend, I fuppofe, that it has taken up itA 
abode among Americans ; unlefs, indeed, you have 
the impudence to aflert, that, to be chained^ drudged^ 
kicked^ floggedy and thumb-fcrewed by the JFrcnch, 
are the diftinc^live marks oi freedom \ unlefs you 
have the impudence to alTert, that men ^x^free in a 
country where a Governor can order them io he 
feized without a warranty and tranfported for a monih 
without a frialy or even a hearing, Unlefs, I tacj^ 
you are prepared to make thefc aflertions, you will 
not pretend that \h^ freedom of Britain has taken its 
flight ////> way\ and, above all,, you will not now 
dare to aflert this of hcrLiBERTT of the mEss. 

No, Monfieur Thomas ; the fun of Britain will 
fhine ; her philofophy will illuminate an admiring 
world j and her freedom (her real freedom) will ccwi- 

2 tinue 
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tlnue to be ^^ the charter of the land,** when thjr 
head will be rotting cheek by jowl with that of fome 
toil-killed negro flave. She will flourifh in com- 
merce, in arts, and in arms, when tiiy piyot-chatr 
ihall be crumbled into duft ; when thy French-fpun 
theories, thy flimfy philofophy, thy ihallow fhifting 
politics, and thy envious vindi<5live predi6lions, fhall 
all be damned to eternal oblivion ; and when nought 
fhall be remembered of thee or thine, fave thjS cool, 
unprovoked, and viperous flander on the family of 
Crefap, 

A Scene in a B^varj^n Beer^houfe.'^^^ Not far 
from Munich (the capital of Bavaria) I happened to 
ftroll into a dark, black, country beer-houfe, filled 
with clouds of tobacco fmoke, and on entering was 
filmoii ftunned with the noife of the drinkers. By 
degrees, however, my eyes penetrated through the 
thick vapours, when I difcoyered the prieft of the 

{)lace in the niidft of fifteen or twenty drunken fel- 
ows. His black coat wasjuft as much bedaubed as 
the frocks of his flock, ana, like the reft of them, he 
bad cards in his left hand, which he flruck fo forcibly 
on the dirty table, that the whole chamber trembled. 
At ^irft \ was fhocked with the violent abufe they 

fave each other, and thought they were quarrelling ; 
ut ^OQXi found that all the blackguard appellations 
whic^ lho,cked me, were Qnly modes of friendly fa- 
lutation ^mo^ng X\\exi\. Every one of them liad now 
drunl^ his fix or eight pots of beer, and they defired 
the landlord to^givee^ch of tl>eiTi a dram of brandy, 
by the way, as lh,ey fa^id, of locking the ftomach. 
But now theii: gopd humour departed, and I pre- 
fently few, in aH their looks and gcfturcs, the moft 
l^rious preparations for a fray. This at length broke 
out. At firft the prieft took fome pains to fnpprefs^ 
it. He fwore and roamed a^ laft as much as the reft. 
Now one feized a pot and threw it at his adveriarj^'s 
\)$!di^P another clenched his fift^ the third ^u,llpd.tho^ 
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legs from a ftool to knock his enemy on the headL 
Every thing, in (hort, feemed to threaten hlood aod 
death ; when on ringing the bell for evening prayer> 

** jive Maria J ye /' eried the priefl, and down 

dropped their arms, they pulled off their bonnets, 
folded their hands, and repeated their Ave Mar'mu 
It put mcin mind of the adventure in Don Quixote, 
where peace is fuel den b rellorcd in' a great fray, on 
account of the helmet of Mambi-ino, and the afs's 
collar, by the recollection of what paffecj in the 
Agramantine camp. As foon, however, as the 
praytrs were over, they were all fcized again with 
their former tiiry, which was the more violent from 
the mouientary interruption it had met with. Pots 
^nd gla.fes began to fly. I obferved the curate creep 
UTider the table for lecurity, when I withdrew into 
the landlord's bed-chamber, not a little apprehenn 
live for my own perfonal fafety.*' 

What an excellent feminary this muft be for the 
education of a Senator ! Accordingly we fee the 
Senators chofen from among the keepers of fuch 
tens by the wife fover^ign people of Veunfylvania. 

Santhonax a Traitor. — The General in Chief of 
the forces in the colony of St. Domingo, Citizen 
Touflaint Lou vert ure (a black man), has tranfmittcd 
to the Dire^flory a long report on the treachery o 
Santhonax, the Executive Commiflioner. In thi 
report Touflaint declares that Santhonax, havin 
invited hin^ to his houfe, and inquiring whether \ 
Ipvetf him, and had confidence in him, faid, " Ify 
love^yourfeli andyour brethren (the blacks), there is 
veryfimple mode offecuring your ijoeU-b^ing : and 
Touffainl's aiking what mode, S. anfwered, '^ To 
glare onrfelves indeferulent of France ^ After furpri/ 
the black General with the boldnels of thepropofit 
lie proceeded to affign his reafons for the mea 
^ (wdrlie proipe6ls of fuccefs. Heinfiruated, 

4* ' V/ jiotwithft^r 
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potwithftandingtlir Fivnrh laws had declared gene- 
ral treedolu to the blacks^ he was aliurcd the* 
ColouUtsin France were ilill at work againll the li- 
berty of the blacks; and that, to avoid all danger, 
they mu ft declare themlclves independent of her; 
that France hud no navy, and that ihe lends nothing 
to the colonics ; that Ihe would be obliged to do as 
England did to the United States of America ; that 
France and all nations would be happy to be able to 
come to and trade with St. Domingo, and the 
country \\ouid be more flotirifhing. 

In another converlation with Touflaint, Santho- 
uax faid. This is (he momeiii lo become mafters of the 
fotony : ihe ll^cks are uneafy ahout their liberty ; there 
4re here white cohnifts whom ihey fufpect — they must 
BE KILLED ! Thepropofal ftruck the black General 
with horror, and Santhonax, finding he could work 
on him, foftened his propofal to a deftru6lion of the 
white inhabitants only, who were what he called 
>* enemies of liberty.^' 

On the 1 8th of Angufl laft, Touflaint, in con- 
^n^.ion with Raimond and Pafcal, confulted on 
fending Santhonax to France. They proceeded to- 
gether to Santhonax's houle, where Touffaintcharged 
Him with maUadminifl ration and deligns againfl the 
public happinefs and profperity, and various malver- 
j^tions. In another conference between ToulFaint 
aiLod Santhonax, held the 9th of Auguft, the former 
repeated the charges againfl him, and informed him 
that he mvfi let off' for France. This <' miift /" of the 
General's the Commiflioner could not reflft. 

Remar is. —T-'Th^ above is condcnfed from a lengthy 
detail in Bache's Jurora ; it ftiows the villany of thofe 
French agents in the Weft Indies, who, fct on by 
the tools of France in the United States, have 
robbed our citizens of millions of dollars. This 
fsime denounced traitor, Santhonax, is a twin bro-^ 

ther 
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iher in%robbery, of Huguesat Guadaldupe, andlho^ 
Gorrefpondent of Fauchet and Adet, whofe condufi 
has made the pages of the ** Devil* s /peaking trumpet^ 
groan with praifes and apologies. Thefe are the 
men, who have been emboldened in their meafures bjf 
the juftifications that have continually iflued from thp 
Jacobin papers in the United States. Every day ex-^ 
pofes fome new crime in them ; and proves that tho 
defenders of the adminiftration of the Grovernmcnt 
of the United States have never been too loud ii:^ 
their invedlives againft the agents of the French 
Government, and that the people have n^t held ia 
fufficient execration the hirelings who have advo* 
cated their caufe, apologized for their condud, or 
abufed the friends to our Government for expofing 
their meafures. 

Dr. Caldwilh — For Porcupine^s GazetH. Mr^ 
CoBBETT, Having learnt that the affaflin who lately 
aimed a ftabat my reputation has been deterred trom 
propagating further calumnies, folely through fear 
of incurring the puniftiment of a contempt of court j 
and as, therefore, his malice may break forth on 
fome future occafion, I have thought fit to acquaint; 
him that he is known, and will be fully expofed,^ 
fhould he further provoke me to the talk. As an 
introduction, which may fhow him that he is in my- 
power, pleafe to infert the following. J. W. F.^ 

To Charles Caldwell^ PrafeSus Morum.--'^ Though 
confcious of again expofing rayfelf to the puerile at- 
tacks and vulgar infolts'* of that " daftardly,*' **lucir 
fuge animal," that "contemptible,'* " night-fliroud- 
cd aflaffin," whofe profe llalks forth in fuch ftarchecl^ 
and pompous drefs, whofe words fcem regularly 
trained, and whofe ideas formally fyftematized tothe 
murder of private characSler ; yet as fuch venomous, 
icptilej " have at all times (and juftly too) been held 
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!h \he highcU: abhorrence by man /' I truft that abhor- 
rence will not fail to ferve me on the prefent occa- 
fion. 

In an attempt to expofe fo unprincipled a calum- 
viator, 1 fhall hardly fail of your important and 
hearty concurrence; as 1 know you "deteft the 
COWARDLY tribe of anonymous writers; and the 
acutenefs with which you felt an imaginary ** indig- 
nity'* offered by the Governor of the College of 
Fhyiicians (^" of which you are a memher^)^ leads mc 
isx think that you will be inclined to agree with 
me in reprobating the real rafcally attempt at impo* 
£tion on the public, made by that cowardly ^ anony^ 
mous lucifuge fcribbler, Cetifor. 

I am the more bold in addreffing myfelf toyou. Sir, 
bccaufe of the very vafi refpeSl in which I know your 
charadler to be held, not only by your humble fer- 
▼ant, but by the public at large. Perfonal confider* 
ations had, indeed, fome weight in difinclining me 
to the meafure : but the infult you have offered to 
my vanity by reprefenting me as a " credulous dupe** 
is more harmlefs than you may have imagined.— « 
For, as I never, in a city where I was a firanger^ 
pompoufly, arrogantly, and authoritatively dicSlated 
to the Legiflature to clofe their feffions, the tribu- 
nals of juftice to clofe their inquifition, and the mi- 
niflers of God their temples, I cannot fo keenly feel 
a charge of weaknefs. One who has *^ kept along 
the cool fequeftered vale of life the noifelefs tenour of 
his way," can never be fo deeply affedled by any 
charge of whatever nature, as he who has, on va- 
rious occafions, fet himfelf up for a " Cenfor,'* a 
^ Pr4efe£lus Morum^' and a *' Magnus jipolh"' 

By way of atonement for the licenfe I have taken 
in addreffing you at this time, permit me to offer 
fbme advice to you, which, though fome what irrele- 
vant to the fubjedt of the prefent p^per, will, I 

doubt 
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doubt not, if ftridtly adhered to, render you M 
^* Magnus Apollo' in medicine. 

Have you not obferved, Sir, that a large propor- 
tion of that very large number of patients wljich you 
aflert to have come under your care, upon whoiDi 
the calomel has operated as an emetic, have with- 
i!ood the (hock of the fever ? Take hence a Icffon. 
Is it not more probable that contagion is inhaled into 
the ftomach, than imbibed through the pore^ ? If 
fo, is not the exhibition of emetics manifcftly indi- 
cated, not only in the yellow fever, but erery other 
contagious difeafe ? And here permit me to add, 
that the very aftonifliing fuccefs of a phyfician, re- 
ipcfting which I am not at all furprifed at your be- 
ing incredulous, was produced folely by the pradice 
of giving emetics in all thofe cafes where the patients 
were fccn in an early ftage of the difeafe. 
• Whatever may be infinuated in the fomniferous 
lucubrations of cool moralizing fcoundrels, who 
pretend they cannot be quiet when the infallibility of 
their mafter is called in queftion, though they have 
for years inertly looked on, or fuffered thcmfelves to 
be borne alon^ by a torrent of blafphemy, atheifm^ 
and every fpecics of brutal outrage, and whicb^ 
but for the courage, patriotilin,. and conflancy of 
thofe whofe mal -treatment has been fport to the puny 
tribe of pigeon-livcred fcntimcntalifls and moraliz-.. 
crs^ would hare long lince fwcpt away every vefiige 
of that Power, whofe too lenient hand permits them 
daily to lament that they are too weak and toa 
cowardly to fhake it down ; whatever this daftardljr 
milk-livered tribe may infinuatc of me, the eonfci* 
oufnefs of having been directed in every movement 
by upright motives, enables me to defpife their ai^ 
faiiin-like attacks^ and to hurl defiance to their 
deadliett efforts. 

A cliara<5\er intrenched on the high ground' 
of truth and honour^ bears an impofing altitudi^ 

whiciU 
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%iiicfa enaWc8.it fccurcly to mock all the aflaults of 
cowardly falfchood, and the poifonous fhafts of ruf-* 
fian. malignity. 

Hereafter 1 may have occafion to falutc you 
•gain; at prcfent, my time being as much ** ^<* 
^offeS^ in private bufinefs, as you have informed us 
of your own being in ** private pradtice," I miifl: 
abruptly conclude by requefting you to inform the 
writer of Cenfur^ that if he Ihali again^ at any time, 
attempt to propagate calumnies concerning me, I 
Ihall ftraightway proceed to detail the hiftory of a 
«crtain wayward fcoundrel, who was bred amidil the 
pine-fwamps of North Carolina, and in thofe drearjF 
and defert abodes, amidft tar, pitch, and turpentine, 
and their combined fmoke, amidii pine-barrens, 
£md8, and fwamps, and their noxious inhabitants, 
alligators and venomous reptiles, acquired thofc dif- 
tinguifbing endowments both of body and mind, 
which prefent to the aftonifhed fpedtator the rare 
union of beftial with human forms, and render him 
a laughing- flock wherever he goes ; who, be^ 
iog bred for a Pr^yterian Mmijier^ perpetrates a 
difgraceful a6l about three weeks previous to the ap- 
pointed time of ordination ; who, in confequence of 
this difgrace, throws offthemajk and avows him/elf 
4in afheift; who betakes himfelf to the fludy of me- 
dicine ; contraifts with a phyfician to fludy under 
lim for two years ; but, at the expiration of ten 
months, violates his contrary and runs away from his 
nuifter to the metropolis^ where he meanly and bafely 
attempts to filch away the praSlice of a phyfician to 
whom be was under the greatcfl obligations ; who, 
becaufc while attending medical ledures at the Col- 
lege, a youth (in common with all his claiTmatesI 
could not refrain, from laughter at the uncouth ap- 
pearance of the monller, bafely fought revenge on 
liim five years afterwards, by the vileft lies ; who 

unites 
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unites himfelfto the mterells of a ^pofed gcoA 
man, while he does not fcriaplc al the fame tkne m 
fccret to declare that his own interejt is his leading 
motive in every thing ; and who, to crown all his 
former bafenefs, fubjedts an aged and -decrepit genh 
tieman to an unmanly adl of violence by his bafe 
and fcandalous forgeries. 

The benefit, my dear Doctor, which you will 
confer upon the community by complying with my 
rcqueft, will, I doubt not, amply compenfate tQ 
your generous and exalted mind for the trouble it roajr 
occafion you. Alluring you of the high confidencd 
I entertain, that if the writer of Cenfor could once 
be made to realize that he is known and perfedtly 
fccn through, it would be the means of delivering 
the public from a prof life eftidiou of future imperti^ 
Hence, I conclude myfelf entitled, whatever may h^ 
infinuated to the contrary, to the merit of pre- 
venting, not only a vaft deal of vexation t6 the 
public, but lofs of time to the fcribbler, who may, 
by following fome ufeful avocation, at once deliver 
them from the threatened evil, and himfelf from his 
preient Aate of Aarvation. 

John Ward FfiKKOii 
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Rujh and his Fat ten fs.^--W exited, by a pfiyfidatt^ 
an entire new fet of patients, his old ones having 
given him the flip ; alfo a flower method of drfpatcb-- 
kig them than that of phlebotomy, the celerity of 
which does not give time for making out a bill. 

Turn, O ye bleeders ! turn your lancets into 
ploughfhares, for it is written : ** Ye fhall not pol- 
*^ lute the land w:herein ye are, for blood it defiletb 
" the land; and the land cannot be cleanfed of 
" the blood that is fhed therein.** 

WEDNBSnAY^ 
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Barney. — CharJefton, 6th 0£f. *^ Barney and Def- 
♦* <hamps^ ex-citize ns of the Upited States, are now in 
*^ their glory ; they have each commenced their career 
*^ with robbing and plundering our citizens; the 
** latter has ab-eady gone fo far as to attempt to mur^ 
** der oney and the former, there can be no doubt, 
" will likewife take advantage of the firft opportu-* 
*^ aity to do the fame/' 

Hiere is no nation X)n earth that wa^ ever fo ill- 
treated and infulted by an individual as America hat 
been by this vile wretch Barney. The rafcal, wbea 
his partiality for the French', and his unlawful con- 
du6l towards the Britifh, had procured him a place 
in the jail of Jamaica, was brimful of patriotifm. 
Moft people muft remember what a melancholy^ 
pt(5iure he drew of the degradation of the American 
flag ; what bitter execrations he uttered againft the 
Britifli, and what folemn declarations he made of 
bis resolution to enter the French fervice, for the 
purpofe of taking vengeance for the wrongs he hadfuf* 
feredff'om them. He gets into this fervice ; but how 
does he take vengeance on the Britifh ? By makings 
war on, or rather by plundering and robbing the Ame- 
rican commerce ! Had the bafe and cowardly mif- 
creant ever met the Britifh, or fought to meet them ? 
nay, had he not fkulked and run from them on 
every occafion when he was like to come within 
reach of their cannon, there might fome doubt re- 
main with rcfpe<3 to bis intentions in taking a com- 
miifion froni the French ; but tlie whole of his con- 
duct has proved him to be a villain, a deep, hypocri- 
tical, plotting villain. He had his eye on the 
American commerce when he. made a transfer of his 
allegiance fo France, and the pillaging of that com* 
merce has been his conftanl and only objecl ever 
iince* 

•But, 
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But, after all, what is the infamy of BsLTbey^i 
condudl compared to that of the condudl of thofi 
mifcr6ant citizens of Philadelphia and Baltimore^ 
>vho gave him public treats, and who publiflied an 
account of them in the face of their country, at a 
moment when they were well aflured that he had 
plundered feveral American vejfeh ; th^t he had put a 
captain in irons ^ and had fwung up the flag of the 
Vnited States reverfed? Compared to the conduft of 
thefc bafe and degenerate traitors, Barney's condtiA 
is manly and innocent. Never was there fuch a 
barefaced trait of balenefs exhibited to the world, t 
wifh the names of the wretches could be collefled. 
Juflice demands that their infamy fhould be pelpe-«, 
tuated. 

Will the reader imagine, cart he tcddgine, tliat 
there remains yet a fad untold refpedling this atro- 
cious marauder, which is liill more diigraccful to 
the country than the feftivals above noticed ? One 
would hardly think it poffible, yet it really is fo* 
Barney is (to the fhame of America, and Maryland 
in particular) at this moment pojfejfed of a valuabh 
and exclufive privikge, granted by the Government 
of Maryland. He is one of the Fendue Mqfiers of* 
Baltimore; and the .bulinefs is carried on /or hijf 
profit y and even in his name ; though he has publicly 
declared, that he has caft off his allegiance, and 
though it is a certain fa6t that he is, and lofig has 
been, at open war on the commerce of this coun* 
try! 

. Merciful Heaven ! is this wife? is lijti/l? is it de^ 
cent ? Americans, if you do not wifh to become si 
reproach among men, haft en to do away fuch dif* 
graceful abufcs I 

Spanijh Fraternity. — Charlefloriy Off. *j. Extradfe 
of a letter from Captain Edward Johnfon, of the' 
floop James^ belonging to Meflfs. Btake and 

Mogwood^ 



OCTOBER^ 1J974 1257 

Mogwood, of this city, dated Naflau, September 
aad. I am forry to inform yot^ of my long paflage 
from Charlefton, and alfo of my misfortunes. On 
the 22d of Auguft I was in lat, 26^ long. 77®, 
which was within fix hours fail of this place, when 
1 was boarded by the Grouper, which is a Spanijh 
privateer^ by which I was very hardly treatedy and 
my yeffel fuftained great damage ; they kept me oa 
board the privateer forty-eight hours ; during which 
time they robbed my veflel of evdry thing worth 
taking. 1 received a Jiab under my right hreajly but, 
thank God, it is not dangerous. They carried my 
▼elfelback as far as lat. 29®, long, 79®, and then put 
feven Spaniards on board of her, to carry her to St. 
Jago in Cuba. Being unwell, they put me on board 
of my own veflel, where I found means to get pof- 
feflion of her, and have brought her in here. I 
am forry for your lofs, but it could not be helped, 
as the privateer Grouper is the occafion of all the 
damage the cargo has received. A great many 
American veflels are brought in here ; they take out 
•whatever is contraband, or contrary to treaty, and 
let the veflel go/* 

Flogging and thumh-fcrewing from the ^^ generoust 
f'rench," ?Lnd, Jtabbing hoTa ihc ^^ magnanimous Spa* 
niards," as the worthy and honeft Mr. Swanwick 
called them — ^this is the fate of Americans ; and 
no one fays a word about revenge or reprifals. All 
paflcs fmoothly down the throat of the fovereign 
people. Nay, there are to be found wretches in 
abundance, who not only ufe their utmoft endea- 
vours to difguife or varniih over thefe atrocious vio- 
lences, but who have the infamous audacioufnefs to 
juftify them. — Whether this deteflable fadion will be 
cruflied, or whether they will fucceed in enflaving 
the land, feems at prefent to be yery uncertain. Th« 

VOL. VII. s . friends 
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friends of the General Government are cold and 
divided ; and, indeed, it is almoft impoflible that 
fuch a thing as public fpir it fhould exift under fuch 
a load of humiliation and difgrace, as has lately 
been heaped on America. Wtien things come to 
this pitch ; when men have ufed every effort, ex- 
hauAed every refource, ventured their fortunes and 
their lives, for the prefervation of their country*s 
honour, and fiill find that it is all in vain, they are 
very apt to exclaim with the failor in the ftorm, *' Tie 
up the helm, and let her drift to the devil." 

Letter front Mr. Z. to Peter Porcupine^ containing 
RenMrks on Dr. CaJdvceirs fiUy Publication. — SiRi, 
In the lift of misfortunes brought upon the city ot 
Philadelphia by the prevailing epidemic, muft be in- 
cluded the degradation of its medical charader. 
IVcvious to the appearance of this formidable dif- 
eafe, the phyficians of Philadelphia were efleemed 
the nK>ii eminent on the continent of America ; they 
have fiiKC finik from that ftate of exaltation to a 
condition bordering on contempt^ in confequencc o£ 
the rafli praftice and abfurd publications of fome of 
their body, a^id the injudicious filence of others : \ 
do not mean to fay, that every filly paper ihould 
.have received a regular anfwcr. Arguments evi- 
dently cantemptible refute themfelves ; but it fomc^ 
jtimes happens, that arguments fufficiently fpecious 
toimpofe upon readers of found underftanding, who 
s[re unacquaiutcd with the nature of the animal 
economy, are brought forward for the purpofe of 
^pporting a very dangerous pra6tice. In fuch a 
cafe it is the duty of profeffional men, who are bet- 
ter informed, to expofe the fallacy of fuch reafon- 
Jng, that tJie dangerous tendency of the dodrineS 
attempted to be eliabliihed by it, may be diflindlly 
perceived 

Thtfc 
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• Thefe obfervations are meant to apply particu- 
larly to an argument which has been triumphantly 
employed by the pMebotomifts, both in writing and 
donverfation, and very oftentatioufly difplayed by 
Doftor Caldwell^ in his letter addreffed to you, 
dated the loth of Oftober. 

ft is confidently aflerted, that the fpontaneous 
haemorrhages, whicb frequently occur in malignant 
fevers, are folely occafioned by the omiflion of co- 
pious blood-letting ; and as thefe exceffive hsemor- 
rhages appear in many cafes to be the immediate 
caufe of the death of the patient, we are told this 
fatal termination would have been prevented, if 
blood had been freely drawn at any preceding period 
of the difeafe. 

This reafoning is fo fpecious, that, in the minds 
of all tbofe readei*s who are unacquainted with the 
anatomy and pathology of the human body, it muft 
be decifive. They will be fully convinced that large 
and repeated bleedings muft be the moft effectual 
jhethod of cure, in difeafes where the blood is fo 
fuperabundant as to burft fpontaneouHy from the 
VefTels ; and the fhafts of ridicule will bediredted ia 
Vain again ft a pradlice, apparently founded upon fo 
firm a balls. 

To deted the fallacy of this reafoning, it will be 
xiecefTary critically to examine the fa6ls upon which 
it is founded, and then to make a few obfervations 
upon the conclufions that have been drawn by the 
jVilcbotomifts from thofe fa6l^, in fupport of a 
pra6\ice replete with danger. 

If thofe who employ this reafoning mean, that, 
provided the vefTels be completely drained of their 
blood, there, will be no rifl^ of fpontaneous hae- 
morrhage, we admit the truth of the obfervation. 
For conjurers tell us, where nothing is, nothing caa 
come out ; and it hardly requires a man to be a con- 
jurer to give us that information. But if they mca^ 

s 2 to 
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to fay fuch a (juantity of blood, as may be drawn 
without producing a dangerous degree of debility in 
the patient, being taken away in the early part of 
the difeafe, or at any time preceding the fponta- 
neous haemorrhage, will prevent that haemorrhage 
from taking place, it follows, that it is caufed by the 
vafcular fyftem being overloaded, infomuch that the 
increafed a6lion of the veflels burfts a paffage for 
the fuperabundant blood, and nature does too late 
what' ought to have been earlier performed by the 
do6lor. Hence it follows, that fpontaneous hae- 
morrhage, in malignant difeafcs, muft be moflr 
likely to occur when the veflels are fullefl:, and the 
vafcular a6lion mofl: violent. 

But is this really the cafe ? Does fpontaneous 
haemorrhage mofl: frequently occur at the commence- 
ment of malignant difeafes, when the veflels are 
fulleft, and the adlion mofl: violent ; or at their 
clofe, when the veflels are comparatively empty, 
and the vigour of the fyftem exhaufled ? 

Let us inquire what happens in a very formidable 
difeafe, the Caufus of Hippocrates, better known 
at Philadelphia by a muph-dreaded name, the Yel- 
low Fever of the Weft Indies. This complaint com- 
mences with a febrile ftate of exceflSve ardour and 
violence, which continues generally from fixty to 
eighty hours, when the fymptoms of violent a<^on 
rather fuddenly c^fe, and extreme debility marks 
the remainder of the difeafe. 

I will siik Do<Slor Caldwell, and thofe who think,, 
as he does, whether, agreeably to their fyftem, fpon- 
taneous haemorrhages ought not more frequently to 
occur at the commencement, during the ardent ftate 
of this difeafe, when the veflels are fulleft, than 
during the quicfcent ftate, when the vigour of the 
iyftem is exhauftcd, and the mere abftradlion of 
food and wafte by natural evacuations (fuppofing 
^artificial ones to havjc been refrained from), muft 

have 
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' liavc reduced the veffels to a ftate of comparative 
cmptinefs ? As men of candour, they mud anfwer 
in the affirmative. 

I will then afk them whether ipontaneous haemor-* 
rhage really happens oftener in the commencement 
than the clofe ot the yellow fever ? As men of ve- 
racity, they muft anfwer in the negative : nay, as 
men folicitous for the detection of error and the 
cftabliftiment of truth, they will go farther in their 
anfwer than is required by my queftion. They will 
admit that in every cafe of yellow fever they have 
feen, heard or read of, in which this fymptom has 
occurred, it has never appeared but in the laft fiage 
or quiefcent ftate. We muft therefore ceafe to look 
for its explanation in the fuperabundance of blood, 
and fix our attention upon what appears to be its 
proximate caufe, the extreme debility which pre* 
vails at the time of its occurrence. 

That exceflive weaknefs alone is fufficient to ac 
count for fpontaneous haemorrhage, will be com- 
pletely proved by obferving the ft"equency of its oc- 
currence in a difeafeof pure debility, where there is 
no febrile action, and where, from the fituatioti of 
thofe fubjedl to the diforder at and preceding the 
commencement of it, there can be no reafon to fuf- 
pecSlfulnefs of the vafcular fyftem. — I allude to the 
fca-fcurvy. This complaint afflicts not oiily fea- 
incn in long voyages, who are obliged to fubfift on 
aliment the nutritive quality of which has been di- 
miniftied by time and the mode of prefervation ; but 
it alfo aggravates the miferies of winter to the 
poorer inhabitants of northern climates. 

Among the fymptoms of this ftiocking difeafe, 
jione are fo formidable as fpontaneaus hemorrhages : 
they are apt to occur upon the flighteft motion ; 
fometimes the bleeding is external, fometimes inter- 
nal, and frequently fatal. So flowly does death 
advance, from any other caufe, in this difeafe, that 

s ^ ihoul^ 
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fhonid the wretched patient be (o fortunate as id 
elcapc haemorrhage, he may linger out a miferable 
exiftence, till the conclulion of the voyage or the 
approach of fummer enables him to procure fuf- 
tenance more nutritious ; and the danger *of fpon- 
taneous haemorrhage is removed by his returning 
ilrcngth, though accompanied by increafcd fulnefs 
6f theblood-vcllels. 

The blood does not efcape, in thefe difeafes, in 
confequence of violent adlion in the moving pow- 
ers, or from any difiention of the vafcular fyftem 
by the quantity contained, but from inability in the 
extreme veffels to relift the flighteft impulfe. 

As 1 have ihown the caufc of the fymptom, on 
which the flrong argument of the phlebotomies is 
founded, to have been mifunderflood, it can hardly 
be neceffary to fay the conclulion they have drawn 
muft be erroneous. Dr. Caldwell fays, " In the 
*' occurrence of this fpontaneous haemorrhage na- 
*^ ture undoubtedly gives an obvious hint, which 
*^ all phyiicians fhould have difcernraent and faga- 
" city fufficicnt to improve. She would feem to 
** tell them in the language of fadts, that if they, 
" either through ignorance or inattention, negledl: 
" the evacuation of blood-letting entirely, or ufe 
" the lancet in a manner not fufficiently bold, Ihe 
*' niui^ and will, by means of this difcharge, make a 
** final eftbrt for thefafety of the patient herfelf: it 
** is however to be greatly lamented that Ihe makes 
^* this effort in vain." Adopting the idea of Dr. 
Caldwell, that nature is the phyfician's kind direo 
trefs, her hint may be explained more confidently 
with fads, by faying fhe intends by her condudl to 
caution the phyfician againfl bleeding in this dif- 
cafe, particularly at a late period, by fhowing that 
it is always prejudicial, often fatal. But this idea of 
a vis medicdtrix natura^ a power e^ifting in the 
9pi(Pftl body capable Qf re|k^ing upon the nature 
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of difeafes and adopting the tnoft rational method 
of cure, in which Ihe kindly inftruifts attentive phy- 
ficians, is too ridiculous for ferious argument, and 
can only be intended aJ captandum vulgus, Sound 
philofophy rejeAs with contempt fuch vifionary no- 
tions. 

Before I conclude this paper, Mr. Editor, it may 
be neceflary (to prevent miiiakes refpe£\ing the au- 
thor) to fay a little of what I am, and fomething of 
what I am not. I am a ftranger, unacquainted 
with \the ph)rlicians of Philadelphia, and noways 
interefled in the fuccefs of parties or individuals,^ 
I am not a phlebotomift of the fchool of San- 
grado, nor am I an anti-phlcbotomill : for though 
I think it improper to bleed my patients in yellow 
fever without meafure and without mercy, yet I 
have met with many cafes in which, from the confti- 
tution of the patient and degree of the fever, I have 
thought it right to draw blood in moderation at an 
early ftage. I muft therefore be confidered an im- 
partial obferver, whatever may be thought of the 
fodtidnefs of my opinions ; and if my fentiments 
appear to be inimical to the practice of the phlebo- 
tomifts, it cannot fairly be imputed to perfonal pre- 
judice or partiality towards any of the individuals 
of either party, but mufl be attributed to a full cor\- 
viftion, in my own mind, that the extreme to 
which the phlebotomifls recommend their favourite 
remedy to be employed, is dangerous to their pa- 
tients and difcreditable to themfelves. Z. 



Thursday, 26^^ October. 

Repuhlican Pojl-office. — This is ta notify the poft- 
ijiafters and others, between this place and New- 
York, incluiive ; that if the next package, brought 
tne by the Eqglilh packet, come to my hands hroken 
B^en^ and I atu mt able to difcover the per/on vcho may 

s 4 break 
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hreak it open, it is my refolution io profecute the Pofin 
tnajter-generah-^l have no objeftion to people talk«» 
ing about liberty and the Rights of Man as long as 
they pleafe, but I do not like that they fhould pro-» 
ceed lb fi^r in the fra^ice of them as to ranfack what 
comes undei: feal to my addrefs. 

Wm. Cobbetx *. 

Biography of Muir. — Thomas Muir is a native of 
Glafgow, and the fon of a tobacconift of" that city. 
His mother had been many years married, without 
being in that flate " in which women wifh to be who 
love their lords." One night, however, in a fweet 
flumber, fhe dreamt that fhe was with child, and of 
a fon who would be one day Chancellor of England. 
In a little time after Ihe found fhe was pregnanti 
and, with the promulgation of her fituation, fhe 
told her dream. Many anxious minutes paffed until 
the eventful hour of her delivery ; when the midr 
wife anpQunccd to the tobacconift, that he was the 
father of a fon. All then was jollity and joy : an- 
ticipation fmiled on every countenance ; for now 
•* two truths were told as happy prologues to the 
fvvelling a6l of the ambitious theme." 

Young Nicolianus was reared with uncommon 
care ; and the favings and fcrapings of the father 
were fondly devoted to the fupport ^nd education of 
Jiopeful Thomas. 

After leaving the grammar- fchool, he went to the 
univerfity ; and after pafiing through the humanity^ 
Greek, and civil law clafl'es, a meeting of his friends 
was held ; when a difcuffion took place, whether it 
would be proper to have him called to the Scotch or 



* I intend this work as a record of i-epublican viUany, an^d 
therefore I muft be excufcd for frequently retaining articles, 
which have no other merit than that of furniQiing evidence againft 
Montcfquieu^s virtU9us form of government. 

/ EngUfl^ 
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tnglifli bar. Much was faid on both fides : one 
contended that in Scotland he would acquire an in- 
vincible provincial dialedl ; another overruled this 
objeAion by adducing thofe two great lawyers, the 
late Lord Mansfield and Lord Loughborough, as 
ftriking infiances of the contrary. 

Muir, in confequence thereof, announced to the 
Faculty of Advocates his intention to undergo his firil 
isxaraination, in order to be admitted a member of 
the College of Juftice. That learned body helita-r 
ted much, and took the matter (as they call it) ad 
avifanduniy before they would ever allow him to pro-^ 
ceed to any examination whatever. In a country 
where the pride of family and the feudal fyflem are 
ib much venerated, it was not to be wondered at 
that the meannefs of his birth and the obfcurity of 
jbis fituation fhould form an obftacle, although not 
an infuperable one, as his admifTion at lafl evinces. 

After continuing for fome years at the bar, with- 
out clients and without notice, the period came 
which brought his perturbed and democratic fpirit 
into play — the French revolution^ that memorable 
^a, that Pandora's box, which opened upon man^ 
kind more malignant principles than all the vaft re-» 
gions of hell contain. The dregs of the people in 
Scotland foon caught the infeflion. A meeting of the 
Friends of the People^ as they were pleafed to call 
themfelves, was advertifed to b^ held, under the 
title of the Britijh Convention, in fome obfcui:e hid- 
den alley in Edinburgh. Then from garrets and from 
cellars rujhed forth thofe men of blood and reform, 
the Margarots, the Geralds, the Palmers, the Cal- 
lenders, the Watts, Downies, and with them the 
hero of this little biographic fketch. Every phrafe, 
every movement, was borrowed from the French 
. fut'throats. The citizens divided themfelves into 
fe6tions; they appointed committees of organiza- 
tion, qf fiaance, of iqftruftion, of fecrecy. They 
^ ha4 
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had fittings, and granted honours of ftitlngs ; and 
4hcy infcribcd their minutes with the Jfi^j^^^r (thank 
Ood it was alfo the lafi) of the Britifh Convention^ 
one and indivifihle* With this pompolity of verbiage 
they proceeded to chalk out a parHamentaiy^ refornu 
Correfponding focieties were formed, and delegates 
appointed. At laft their intentions became fo evi-^ 
dently feditious, that the magiftrates and fheriffs 
found it their duty to flop their midnight councils, 
And alfo to feize fome of their mofl zealous leaders, 
among whom Muir was the moft confpicqoufs. On 
the 30th of Auguft, 1793, he was tried/or ieditious 
pradices ;" found guilty, and fentenced for fourteen 
years tranfportation. Mr. Grey and feveral of the 
oihctvirtuous oppofition members, talked very much 
6f the bad treatment he received in the tranfport 
previous to her failing for Botany Bay ; however, 
Mr. Dundas perfonally inquired into the matter, and 
found it to be a falfehood. How our convidt be- 
haved whea in Botany Bay is not clearly afcertain* 
ed, neither how he made his efcape. 

He got, however, to the Havannah, where he 
was imprifoned. Afterwards he was put on board 
of a frigate, deftined, with another, for Old Spain. 
They were attacked by an Englifh Ihip on that coafl^ 
to whom they ftruck, and afterwards bafely run on 
Ihore. In the engagement Muir got his face very 
much wounded, and his nofe Jhot off. Whither he 
may now bend his courfe is uncertain : if he be 
found \i\ Britain, in place oi fitting on the woolfack^ 
Jie will^i«f on a gallows. If that fhould not be his 
fate, it is probable that this country will be his defti- 
:patioil ; unhappily a country already curfed with too 
many emigrants and outlawed reformers. How?- 
ever, go where he will, he muft be a miferable 
fpedlacle. He may now read his fin in his punifh-* 
tnent ; for, like Cain, he is " marked, and a fugi- 
^* tive and a v^abpnd iu the earth/' So much for 

\^ir\ 
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•vain and difappointed ambition. Read this, ye 
democrats, and ^atffe and fonder, and fonder and 
faufe. 

FrankVm defended. — For the Gazette of th^ 
United States. — Mr. Fen no. While I profefs my-r 
felf one of the warmeft admirers of the politic^ 
pamphlets of Mr. Cobbett, I cannot but exprefs my 
concern at fome of the fentiments of this editor, ia 
the late numbers of his Grazcttc — fentiments, 
which, with whatever view declared,y^^w calculated 
to degrade the American charatter^ and to caft aa 
odium upon the principles of our revolution. I (hall 
only inftance his comment upon the anecdote of 
Mr. Gibbon and Dr* Franklin, in his Gazette of the 
18th inftant. Now, whatever antipathy he may 
have to the character of the Dodlor (which, upon th^ 
icore of generofity and political integrity, far be it 
from me to undertake to defend), he cannot but be 
aware, that his indifcriminate ohfervation will equally 
apply to a IVaJhington, an Adams ^ a Jay^ and an Ha^ 
;«///(}«— charadlers, which, if 1 miftake not, he ha» 
more than once profeffed to hold in high eftimation* 
What then fhall we fay of the condudl of Mr. Cob** 
bett ? Is it confiftent, liberal, or wife ? He is an Eng- 
lilhman, nor does he wifh to conteal his attachment 
to the land that gave him birth, its government and 
laws ; nor will any generous American blame hind 
for this partiality. But why introduce comparifons,, 
which can have no other tendency than to revive 
animofities, which all good men defire to bury in obli- 
vionj and to widen a breach, which, in the prefent 
diftra6led ftate of the world, I prefume, the vcsiX 
friends of both countries wiih to fee clofed ? 

If he thinks the intereft of his country requires no- 
thing Icfs than the deflruftion of the republican 
fyftem, he has certainly too much delicacy and under^ 
Jianding to attempt writing it down, under our nojes,^ 
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If loyalty, in his opinion, can never be mifplaced, he * 
need not, however, take the trouble of telling us of 
it. If monarchy be his favourite form of govern- 
ment, let it exift, fay I, where it is eftabliftied, 
arid where the flate of fociety may perhaps render it 
eligible ; but, in God's name, let us quietly enjoy, 
and make the moft of the infiitution we have 
framed for ourfelvcs. 

While Mr. Cobbctt directs his artillery againft /j- 
cohinu: hypocrijy^ and its detejtahle cant^ he is engaged 
in a caufe which every honcft and enlightened man 
muft approve : and 1 fhall be iincerely pleafed, if I 
find that his rafh and indifcriminate cenfures (be 
muft exc\jfe me for calling them fo) are to be afcribed 
to petulance of temper, or an indifcreet zeal for the 
honour of his country, and not to a deliberate 
pl^n of difcrediting the principles and confequences 
of our revolution here, whatever may be its efFedla 
in other parts of the world. For even upon the fup- 
pofition of its being an evil, we are to look for its 
authors to the other fide of the water : and kt hini 
remember, that its principles were advocated by Mr. 
Burke, the man, for whom he juflly exprefTes fucl^ 
enthufiaftic admiration, 

A Country Subscriber. 

jlnfwer.^-^Mr. Fenno^s Subfcriber hints at other 
paflages in my Gazette, ** calculated /o degrade tht 
American character^ &c.'* befides the one he has 
noticed ; but, as I cannot even guefs at thefe, I fliall 
"be excufcd for confining myfelf, on the prefent oc- 
cafion, to the particular inftance which he has 
cited. 

He objects to my " reviving^ aniniofinesy which aU 
*< good men defire to bury in oblivion.'' How unjufl 
this charge is muft be perceived at once, by every 
one who cafts his eye over the above. The aneo-" 
dote was hot of my fele^ion ; it was publifhed in ^ 
New-York paper, and republiftxed in ^11 thofe of 
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this city. The publication of it at the time was a 
fort of dunghill cock triumph over Great Britain, 
and could be intended for no other purpofe thai> 
that of *' reviving animofi ties y 

The obfervations on this fpiteful paragraph are 
fuch as were naturally called for : the reprobation 
of the malicious old hypocrite, who is reprefcnted 
as the hero of the anecdote ; and they do not contain 
the leaft reflection on the American chara6ler or the 
principles of the revohitiom 

Old Franklin is held up to the admiration of the 
people, for having wantonly and malicioufly pre- 
didbcd, that the empire of Britain would foon fall to 
the ground \ and, becaufe I call him an old Zanga 
for this predi<3ionj I am charged with degrading the 
American chara6fer ; as if every American were ad- 
mitted to be of the fame difpofition^ and to entertain 
ihe fame vengeful feniimenlSy as this remorfelefs old 
deifl. Nay, Mr, Fenno's correfpondent carries the 
thing flill farther, and obferves, that the obferva- 
tion on Franklin neceflTarily applies itfelf to Meflrs. 
Wafhington, Adams, Jay, and Hamilton. But, if 
this curious logician cxpeds to be believed here, he 
muft firft prove each of thefe gentlemen to have ut- 
tered fentiments equally infulting, vindictive, and 
ianguinary, with thofe of. Franklin ; a thing, I be- 
lieve, which it would be very difficult for him to 
do : however, this I have nothing to do with. 
When I am CQUvinced that either of them, not con- 
tent with obtaining the independence of the colo- 
nies, was favagc enough to hug himfelf in the hope 
that the parent flat e would perifh in the confUci^ I will 
call him a Zanga. Nor fhall I be afraid, in fo 
doing, of expofing myfelfto thecharge of inconfift- 
ency. I have thought highly, and I have fpoken 
highly, of thefe gentlemen ; but did any one even 
fuppofe that I applauded them merely as revolution-- 



976 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

^Sy much Ids as MtteVy inexorable^ and brutal ene^ 
mies of Greai Hrilahi ? 

This Subrciibcr of Mr. Fenno\ has fallen into the 
cant of ihc day. The prefs is free ; but you mufl: 
not lafli the bafcnefs or malice of an Amencan for 
the world, becaule that degrades the American cha^ 
taSitr, You muft not ccnfure or ridicule certain po- 
litical vagaries, fuch as fovereign people, rights of 
man, committees of fafety, univerfal fufFrage, con- 
fifcations, &c. &c. &c. : all thefe little feaks muft. 
pafs uncenfured, in whatever part of the world, and 
under whatever circuraflances they may take place, 
becaufe they tend to degrade the principles of the 
Aviertcan revolution. A pretty realbn, upon my 
word, and 1 make no doubt maybe very fatisfadlory 
with fome people, though it is not fo with me. 

One thing, however, I muft allow, that while 
the printers are thus flri£lly forbidden to degrade the 
American charaBer^ &c. they have ample room left 
for whatever talent they may poflefs at degrading* 
They are allowed to attack, without mercy atid 
without remorfe, without truth and without de- 
cency, all the other individuals and nations of the 
world, revolutionary France excepted. Great Bri- 
tain, and all her fubjedls, in themafsand individu-- 
ally, have long been configned over to them as law- 
ful prey. This is the light in which Fenno\ Sub- 
fcriber fees the matter. He, good foul ! wifhes to 
hury all animofi ties 5 but he by no means difapproved 
of the malic ious anecdote^ becaufe it was a Jlroke 
at Great Britain, 

The officious defender of the honour of Ameriea 
ought torccollefi, that animolities are not huried by 
continually keeping them in view on one fulc ; and if 
he be really in earneft with rcfpedl to his wifhes for 
healing the breach between the people of the two 
nations, I beg of him to be alfured, that reconci- 
liation and harmony with the ignorant or the ran- 
I corouS^ 
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corous, was nerer yet cfFefted by mildnefs andfor^ 
htaratice. 

I well know the ppinion that prevails refpeAing 
ncwfpaper printers. I know that it is a general no- 
tion, that a man of this profeffion fhould have no 
fentiraent of bis own ; that he fhould be a mere 
puppet, fuch as little Brown, and many others that 
1 could mention ; and that, at the awful name of 
SUBSCRIBER, his knccs Ihould begin knocking toge- 
ther like tliofe of Nebuchadnezzar. — ^This does not 
fuit me. — I have no idea of being a fubjedl of the 
Jbveretgn people^ or of ?Lt\y portion thereof. 

Let this ferve as an anlwer to Fmno^s Suhfcriher 
and to all thofe who think like him: that when- 
ever, and wherever, I meet with any malicious af^ 
^^r^owj on Britain, her King, or her fubjedls, the 
bittereft drop in my pen Ihall be employed in reta- 
liation, whatever interpretation may be given to it, 
or whomfoever it may difpleafe. And, if Fenno's 
Subfcriber fhould be inclined to call thhinconfifiency^ 
let him recolle<5i^, that I declared, in one of the 
pamphlets which he is pleafed highly to approve of, 
that to the enemies of my country I had always 
** rendered hatred for hatred^ and /corn for /cor n^^ 

Friday, 2.7^^ October. 

Since the revolution, the French have been dif- 
tinguifhed by many new and unexanapled atrocities ; 
but that their country has always been fertile, in 
crimes, will appear by the following tale : 

" A certain Nicholas Philippot, a lockfmith of 
Orleans, was long noted for an ingenious workman, 
but he rendered himfelf particularly famous by the 
fabrication of this machine. 

" There was an intimacy between him and one 
Francis Meunicr, a glazier of the fame place; but 
Pbilippot's vifits became To frequent, that Meunier 

began 
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began to be apprehenfive for the frailty of his wife^ 
and attempted to put a flop to them. At firfl h% 
only dropped fome hints of his uneafinefs ; but when 
he found they were not properly noticed, he told the 
lockfmith in plainer tcrans, that if he did not delift 
from his difhotiourable purpofe, he would take more 
refolute meafures. 

" This put a flop to his vifits ; but it appeared 
that the intercourfe between Elizabeth Breton, 
Meunier's wife, and Philippot, was Hill kept up. A 
fervant girl in the family, named Marie Madeleine 
Froe, was employed by her miflrefs to convey letters 
to Philippot and to bring back hisanfwers. 

" During all this time the hufband lived in per- 
fecl fecurity. He never heard Philippot^s name 
iqentioned after he had forbidden his vifits, and he ' 
entertained no fufpicion of an epiftolary correfpond- 
cnce. 

" One day in the month of May, 1776, a porter 
brought him a box from one of his cuftomers, which 
he faid contained a number of prints that were to be 
framed and glazed. But as the porter brought no 
letter of dire6lions refpecling the bufinefs, he re- 
fufed to receive it. In a few days the fame porter 
returned with the fame box, diredled to M. Meunier, 
and brought a letter with it, by which he was in* 
formed, that it belonged to a perfon for whom he 
had been ufed to work, and was ordered to frame 
the prints that were contained in it. He now re- 
ceived the box, but deferred opening it till next 



mornmg. 



*' As foon as he had opened his fhop next morn- 
ning, he fet about unpacking the box ; but hardly 
had he taken off the lid, which was faftened on 
very artfully, before he was flunned by a violent 
explofion, and badly wounded in his hands arwi 
face. After the fright was over, the box was exa- 
inined^ and it was found to contain a machine, 

armed 
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armed with a pair of piftols, which had juft difcharged 
their contents. Fortunately for the poor glazier, the 
muzzles were not pointed dirc6lly towards him, and 
the bullets flew into the flrcet without hurting any 
body. 

" Meuniey had the box immediately conveyed to 
the magiftrate, and gave in a depofition of the fa6l. 
The porter was apprehended, and fwore that he had 
received the box from Philippot. 

" He declared likewife, that, after delivering the 
box, he returned to Philippot, who thanked him 
for his fervice, and, befides paying him handlbmely, 
treated him with a gldfs of wine. As Philippot had 
abfconded, the porter was committed to gaol, where 
he was found dead next morning, not without juft 
iufpicion of being poifoned. Philippot fled to Paris, 
where he fecreted himfelf fome time utidcr a fi6li- 
tious name, but was difcovered at laft, and fent back 
to Orleans in irons. He was tried, and as the evi- 
dence was very clear, he was foon condemned to be 
broke on the wheel ; which punifliment he fuffered 
. with as much heroifm as was difplayed by any of 
the late French patriots at the Place de la lievoluiion. 

Saturday, 28^^ October, 

Remarks an the Letter &f Dr. /. Hedman Cpxe.'^^ 
As the bubble-mouthed author of the letter has not 
written his name at length, I cannot make my re- 
marks in reply quite fo pointed as the infolence of 
tfte attack feems to call for, I Ihall, however, do 
^s well as I can. 

Pe fays I was ^^ raifed from the dirt to fill a ufcful 
and honourahle ftation in life." — If I had written Uich 
a fentence as this of any Americauy I fhould have 
been cabled perfotuil, and charged with the hcinoua 
crime of degtsaditig private charaBer. But this ft4- 
Jow imagines that^ either in his quality oifuhjcriher 

VOL, vijv T or 
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or Joverei^n citizen^ he has a right to fay of i newsr 
printer juft what he pleafes. As to my being raifed 
from the dirty I am at a lofs to know whether he 
alludes to the meannefs of my }ate profeffiofi, or to 
that of my hlrth. If to the former, I would have 
him know, that a private foldier in the Britilh army 
is a poll of honour compared with that of Merty 
Andrew io a Qiiacky which he is at this time ; and 
if he alludes to the meannefs of my hirthy all I Ihall 
fay is, that I c^imc of hotieft km ; and that if I have 
no Judges for my relations^ I have nojhof-difting ihie^es. 
So much for raifing from the dirt. ' 

The gentleman is aware that the faflion, to which 
blood has lately cemented him, will accufe him of 
Tiaving been one of what he calls my fupporters^ and 
therefore he has attempted an apology for his having 
given, as likewife for his having withdra\yn, liisfup^. 
port. He fupported me, in order to check the re- 
Vilers of the Government ; his end is obtained : but 
he now, poor gentleman! laments the confequerices : 
mv Gazette is quite changed % I have perverted the 
liberty of the prefs by the fubflitution of licentiozi/hefs. 
Now the plain Englifh of all this hackneyed non- 
fenfe is jufl this : Mr. J. R. C. was very well pleated 
with my paper and all it contained; 'Mruth ought 
to be made known ;' ■ the maik ought to be pulled off 
the hypocritp, and vice every where fliown in its ut- 
mo^ deformity. 

. All was right till I unfortunately aflferted that men 
could not live without blood. Then my Gazette be- 
came a ^^ fink offlanderi^^ then my political principles 
were called in queftion ; then I perverted the liberty 
of the prefs \ and from a Magnus Apolloy became a 
*^ motfler and a rafcaV* Dreadful metamprphofis \ 

That thefc bleeding gentlemen have no diilike to. 
fatire, or evvnfcandaty xvhen not aimed at themfelves, 
I could produce moft damning proofs ; and with 
Regard to Mr. J. R* C-. ^if thefc initiab da not roif- 
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lead me), he propofed to me, he urged and he prefled 
me, and that more than once pr twice, to tampQoff^ 
feveralof his brother phyjiiiiam ! I did not do it ; for I 
never fufFer Tnyfelf to h^ fet on. This is the delicaH 
gentleman, who uow difapproves of my paper, be- 
caufe it contains perfonal abufe ; and who fo pathc- 
ticaj^ly laments having ^^ fujyported^* aie, fince he 
finds that I have " perverted the liberty of the prc6 
by the fubftitutibn of licentioufnefs !*' Decent, 
candid, humane young man I But confuramatc by- 

gocrify is what we muft expcdl to find in one who 
as had the good fortune to have Rulh for a/r^- 
ceptor. 

As to what this barber-furgeon has to fay about 
J^oah Webfter and Rittenhoufe, the lying Eulo- 
gium,, &c. I leave it to .fpeak for itfelf^ and Ihall 
conclude with a remark or two on the difcredit he 
attempts to throw on my medical JkilL He infinuates 
(and I have a great mind to profecuie him for it)^ 
that having been bred a farmed, and having after- 
wards been a foldier, and a printer, I can know no-^ 
thing of medicine- It is fair, I think, to allow, 
that I never pretended to meddle with any branch of 
the trade, except the treatment of the ^J/ow/^i;^; 
and this pupil of Rufli ought to know that his 
mafter aflerts, that he could, and adtually did, 
make feveral perfons complete phyficians (as far a^ 
related to this diforder) in the courfe oi four hours^ 
Now, allowing ipe to have had as littl? leifure as- 
the young quaclf pleafes, the deuce is in it if I could 
:Rot dedicate four hour^ to the attainment of fuch 
a fublime fcience. la this refpedl, then, I am his 
equal ; and having been born and bred a farmer, 
inftead of being a difadvantage, is an advantage that 
I enjoy over him. Every farmer's fon is, in fome 
degree, a pra^ical phlebotomift. I have cut tho 
throats of fcores of geefe and little pigs, and I al- 
\Y.ays perceived, that the moment the blood wu out of 
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the hody the foor creatures died. This remark, fd 
which I did not remember a fingle exception^ led 
me to conceive an unconquerable horror for the 
bleeders and their fyftem. 

I Ihall now take my leave of the young quack, 
counfelling him, when he feels his gall overflowing 
again, to employ fome one as a fecretary ; for hi$ 
prefent performance is a jumble of fuch blind, fuclj 
abominable nonfenfe, as never before mad^ its ap- 
pearance, even in the Grub-flreet Gazette of lioyd 
and Bradford. 



Monday, 30*^ October. 

Pichegru. — ^This poor wretch is now accuied of 
being a royaliji by the monfters who haVe arrefied 
him, and who have pretended to find proofs of his. 
treafon in certain letters. 

This has been the conftant prafticc of every fac- 
tion. When they have got their enemies in their 
clutches, they forge correfpondences. This was the 
mode that Fayette and his facSUon purfued towards 
the Marquis of Favras, and by which they bafely 
efFeded the murder of the moft accomplifhed, gaU 
lant, and loyal gentleman in all Europe. This was 
the mode that the Briflbtines purfued towards the 
King, that Robefpierre purfued towards the Brif- 
fotines, and that Pichegru and Co. purfued to- 
wards Robefpierre and his gang; and this game 
will ever be played, and will ever fuccced too, 
among a people who, like the French, are infiinc*^ 
ively fufpicious. 

One may fee at the very firft glance, that Mo- 
teau's letter was didlated to him, and that the irea^ 
Jon of Pichegru is all an invention of the Diredory. 
Why did not Moreau make known this treafon be- 
fore ? He had had the papers in his hands forfome 
months^ and yet, though their contents were of fuch 

a horrid 
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a horrkl nature, he never thought of communicating 
them to the Government, //// the gulled Pichegru was 
fafe in gaol ; or at leaft till Moreau knew he foon 
would be there. 

I foretold Pichegru's fkte fo long agd as the 21ft 

of July. The moment I faw him applauded by the 

fovereign people y I fet him down for a diead man. " I 

Will, with the reader's leave, quote my words on the 

occafipn : ' 

^* If Pichegru is not a fool, like La Fayette he 
*^ will be the only defpot in France in lefs than three 
^ months : the other five who at prefent play the 
*^ farce of liberty and equality, he may eafily kick 
*^ into the kennel, if he does not think it neceffary 
^^ to tuck them up. But Pichegru is a foldier ; his 
*^ brains, like Monfieur M^Dowal the Congrefs 
^^ man, are depofited in his belly. He underftands 
*^ nothing but murder and pillage ; and is therefore 
" by no means calculated to counterplot the meta- 
V phyficians and alchymifts : the former will foon 
** prove the fitnefs of hacking his wind pipe^ and, 
^^ in lefs than four and twenty hours afterwards, the 
** latter will have his bones in the crucible. Poor 
*^ monfter ! how many eyes are upon him at this 
** moment ! I dare fay that Louvet, Tallien, and 
** Co. have already f6und out a foft place to ftab 
" him in. Such is, and may fuch ever be, the re- 
" ward pf ufurpation !*' 

My prediction is not quite accomplifhed. The 
poor caitifFs bones are not yet in the crucible : 
but, all in good time. They will take care of him. 
Thofe who provide j^ amply for the lamented Dau^ 
phin will not be at a lofs in equipping Pichegru. 

Let not the reader imagine, that 1 lament his fate, 
or blame the conduft of his enemies. As I rejoice 
at the one, fo I commend the other. I vvifli to fee 
them a reciprocal fcourge; to fee them cut each 

T 3 other 
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other off, till there is not a perjured traitor left In' 
the land ; but, previous to their total extirpation, I 
wifh to fee thetn hatter the fans-culotte fovereign 
people till bebas not a wholo^ place in his cajcafs. 



Tuesday, 31'* October. 

Grspus. — ^Th<5 following propofal, from Fenno^s 
paper, is, I thinks the nakedeft gull -trap that has 
yet been fet, even in thefe cozening, fwindllng 
times. The man who had the impudence to bring 
it forward muft be one of thofe iharping mortals, 
whofe only lludy has been that of overreaching, and 
whofe long fuccefe on fimple individuals has em* 
boldencd him to make a grip at the community 

" FELLOW-fclTIZENS, 

" There is a time for all things. 
*^ The preient, I conceive, is the moft proper for 
the exerciie of charity and tifeful improvements y per- 
haps, and I hope another will not occur when vovi 
can fo Veil unite charity and ufefulnefs together. 
From the great number of perfons who muft be 
thrown ouf of their ufual employments by the 
dreadful calamity through which we have juft 
paffcd, you are prefentcd with an opportunity for 
the ^xercife of your benevolence by furnifhing the 
nieans of employing them ; which I propofe Ihould 
be by completaig the canal fiom Delaware to 
Schuylkill, and tnereby ttWm;/^ ///^ r//>' : bcfidethc 
great accommodation this will give to its inhabitr 
Huts, it will be the beft means of cleanfing and wa- 
tering the ftrcets, and will leffen the means offpread-- 
ing the contagion ^ Jhould zve unfortwiately he again x^i- 
fitcd wilh that ixiorjl of fcourges^ the Weji India or 
yellow fever. I will offer with diffidence a propo- 
fal, which I hope Tome more able hand will confi- 
der of, and improve on, to give employ to many 
hundreds who muft be maiutaiacd the enfuing wiy- 

ter^ 



. OCTOBER, 1797. 0791 

tef, either by finding them employ, Or by yoor cha- 
rity without it. — Let perfons in each ward be ap- 
pointed to foHcit fubfcriptions either in money, or 
by becoming fecurity for a certain fum to be borrow- 
ed of the banks, to be repaid out of thefirji monies re- 
reived from the caiial^ or by a number joining in a 
company to purchafe Jbares of the canal fiock^ where 
a fliare is more than one perfon would incline to 
rilk. This mode, if generally adopted, would not 
only afford you the fatisfadtion of relieving fuch ot 
the poor as may be under the necellity of partaking 
of it, but the profpe<St of averting the fpreading a 
like calamity, fliould it ever be introduced amongfl: 
us. A Friend to tKE Poor." 

■ In the firft place, I do not know what is meant 
by the exercife of ufcful improvements ; but this is of, 
little confequence: old Gripus underflands the 
meaning of figures, if he does not that of words. 
But, I fliould be glad to be informed, hoyv people 
would exercife their charity in fupplying thofe, and 
thofe only J who are ahle to get thiir living P Accord- 
ing to Gripus's fchem^ all the ftout fellows, all the 
fiurdy beggars^ would W maintained ; while the wi- 
dows and orphans, Wjio, we all know, cannot 
work at the canal^ would have to beg, or fuck their 
paws. 

^* Let perfons in each ward be appointed to foli- 
*^ cit fubfcriptions,*' fays he. The money thus col- 
^ ledled, he propofes to repay out of the firfl monies 
received from the canals or to have it laid out infhares 
of canal flock. A word in your ear, Gripus : How 
viany fhares have you that you want to get rid of? As 
to repayment out of the produSl of the canal^ it is 
Ibmething like Charles Fox*s propofitioix of giving a 
note of hand payable at the day of judgment ; unlefs 
the Legiflature, as it long ago ought to have done, 
give the inftitution that patronage and fuppprt, to 

T 4 Whicb 
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which it has fuch a iair and incontefiable claimf 
and I am afraid this will never be, while we have 
fuch a Governor as we have at prefent, and while 
the democrats to the weftward preferve the influ- 
ence they now poflefs. They have repeatedly en- 
deavoured to draw back the feat of government^, 
and they certainly are as indifferent to the fate of 
Philadelphia as they are to that of London. 

To return to Gripus and his charity — the fadl id 
cxaftly this : all thofe who are able and willing to 
wbrk, may have it without going to the canal, and 
therefore they ftand in no need of fuhfcripiions \, 
but he has a great vci?^x^ Jhares io difpofe ofy and cer- 
tainly no one would have blamed him for en* 
deavouring to find a purchafer, had he not attempt-^ 
cd it utider the cloak of he/iowing charity on others • I 
have CANAL lottery tickets to fell, and I have 
a right to feek cuflomers for them ; but, what would 
people think of me, if I were to conjure them tor 
ipurchafe in the name of charity ? 



Wednesday, i^t November. 

Repuhlican Flattery.^^kmong the many curious 
fadts brought to light by Mr. Gifford's Anfwer to 
Erskine, the following fpecimens of republican 
FLATTERY arc wcU worthy of being read and pre- 
ferved. 

*' It is an invariable practice with the advocates 
for republicanifm and democracy to reprefent flat- 
tery and corruption as the exclufive ofiBpring of mo- 
narchical eftablifhments, and as confined within the 
^circurofcribed limits of a court. But the annals of 
4he democratic republic, or republican democracy, 
*of regenerated France, exhibit fome fpecimens of 
atitalation which can fcarcely be equalled ; and which 
^rove that the followers of the Gallic demagogue 
^yrpaffed tlic courtiers of Canute. The following 
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letters to Robefpierre will fufficc to demonftrate the 
truth of my aflertion : 

" z^d Prairial^ 2d Year of the French 
Republic, one and indivifible. 

** Do thou, who enUghtenefi the umverfe by thy 
^* writings, ftrike terror into the tyrants, and en- 
*^ courage the hearts of all people. iLkxowfilleJl the 
^ world with thy fame. Thy principles are thofe of 
^* nature ; thy language that of humanity ; thou re- 
*^ floreft man to his native dignity, and, fertile Crea* 
♦* /or, thou regenerate^ the human fpecies upon earth ; 
** thy genius arid thy wife policy have been the fur- 
** vivors of liberty ; thou leadeft the French, by -the 
** virtues of thy heart, to coriquer or die for li- 
** berty and virtue; and thou teacheft France, erfl: 
*^ {o proud and lofty, to adore equality. Be care- 
*' ful of your health, for our happinefs and our 
*' glory. This is the prayer of my heart, which is 
^ pure as thine owm 

" J. P* Besson.*" 
Another : 
^'^ Sage Legislator, 

** The country, nature, and the Divinity ^ owe 
^ you a triple crown, and I pay a juft tribute ia 
-** offering you the fruits which I have reaped fifom. 
** the exercife of your principles. 

-** 20th Fhr^aly zd Year. Pxx, Engineer.'* 

Another : 
** The efteem which I entertained for you during 
" the fittings of the Conftituent AfTembly, induced 
** me io place you in the heavens by the fide of An- 
*' dromeda, in the plan of a/^^/^r^/ ///^«w;^/^«/, with 
** which I prdpofed to immortalize our revolu- 
'^tion." 

Thefe letters are extra<5l:ed from an official report 
hy CoiTRTOis, from the committee appointed to 

examine! 



examine the papers feizcd, after the death bf Rd-' 
hefpierrey at hishotife, and at the houfes of hi^ac-^ 
complices. This report contains many more letters 
of the fame kind. 



Thursday, i^ November. 

Fraternal FttH.-^New-Tork, November^. By afl 
cxtradl of a letter from an American Captain, dated 
at Acquin, 12th September, to his owner in this 
city^ we learn, that, " On the 3d of September at 
iea, Porto Rico bearing S.S.W. diftant twenty 
leagues, I fell in with a French privateer brig of 
twelve guns. The Captain ordered out my boat, 
atnd me to come on board with my papers ; with 
which I immediately complied. He firft put the 
people in irons, and then lalhed them to the fore- 
mail. I received a number of threats, but he found 
them to no purpofe. He ordered his officers out of 
the cabin, prefented a brace of piftols, and placed 
them before me — I believe he felt himfelf guilty, for 
he did not do it with a good face. He took the 
brig's yawl, (wo barrels of pork, two ditto of her- 
ring, three kegs of butter, nine cheefes, hams, 
ducks, four barrels of potatoes, four ditto of 
onions, a number of fmall articles riot mentioned, 
and gave me an qrder on a gentleman in Jacquemel 
as follows : 

*' Mr. Dark and Cloudy Weather, 

*' Pleafe to pay Pardan Almy, mafter of the 
American brig Eledla, taken at fea by the privateer 
Without Fear, for the articles before mentioned, and 
fend your order to Cape Francois to a man of th^ 
fame defcription, and you will get your money/* 

_No Signature. 

Frxdat, 
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Friday, 3^ November* 

*^ When thfe French revolution commenced 
^* there were very few republican Americans, per- 
•^ haps nof one^ but felt a rooft cordial intereft in the 
** event, and anxioufly wifhed it complete fiiccefs* 
** It wad a revolution of principles, and bid fair to 
** give freedom and happinefs to a great nation. 
** Every account which announced^ its progrefs was 
•* read with pleafurc ; ^nd afpirations of gratitude 
" totheSupremeDifpofcr of human affairs, for fo 
** lignal a triumph of liber fy over de/pofjfm, iffued 
** from every truly American heart, 

** But in the courfe of this great operation, fo 
*' many unneceflary cruelties were perpetrated, and 
** the blood of & many virtuous republicans wantonly 
^* ihcd, to gratify the malignant fpirit of party, 
*^ that leveral began to have doubts of the general 
** reftitude of their meafures." 

The effay, from which this quotation is made, and 
which appears to be from the pen of the editor, is of 
coniiderable length. 1 have thought this part only 
worthy of particular attention at this time. 

In the firft place, I wifli the writer had fixed the 
epoch of this triumph of liberty over defpotifm. At 
wliat time fince the curfed revolution has been on 
foot, has there been any fuch thing as liberty ia 
France ? I fhould be glad if this wifeacre would at- 
tempt to prove that the monarchy of France was a 
defpotifm. Nothing furely is fo perverfe as a ftupid 
creature that takes it into its head to call itfelf a 
repfiblican^ without knowing why or wherefore. I 
would fooner by half have to deal with a mule or a 
jackafs. The writer will tell you that he was 9 
friend of the American revolution, yet he .joins in, 
llandering the memory of Louis XVI. ; and he whotii' 
' the Congrefs called their great and good alljj he calls 
a defpoty merely becaufe he is fallen. 

The 
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The intention of the eflay is to apologize for the 
diange which has taken place in the minds of Ame- 
ricans, rerpccun<]r (he French revolution. The wri- 
ter, therefore, after having given an account of the 
univerfal approbation with whicii that event was 
viewed, pro( eeds to tell how people bccimc diigufted 
with it. ** So maiiy unneccffary cruelties Were per- 
•* petrated,*' fays he, " and the blood of fo many 
** virlnms repuhlicaHS wantonly fhed, that feveral 
•' l>egan to doubt of the reditude of their meafures.'^ 

So, then, it was not till the blood of the wr^aoai 
republicans began io flow, that the people Of Ame- 
rica doubted of the redlitudeof the French leaders ? 
The nobles, the priefts, hundreds of thousands of 
royal ifls, were butchered, and *^ our great and good 
ally" and his family into the bargain ; but ftill, it 
feems, all would have been right enough, if theblood 
of the virliious republicam had not been ftied. AH 
would have been well enough, if the blood of the 
infamous Briflbt and his fadlion, and of ihe long 
firing of perjured ruffians who have followed tbem 
to the fcaftbld, had not been fhed ! Had this filthy 
blood, which was made to moiften the dirt, beca 
prcferved, my New-York brother is fo good as to 
lignify that the people of America never would have 
tloubted of the rectitude of the meafures of the re- 
volutionifls. If this be true, there is no fpecies of 
punifhment they do not merit at the hanck of the 
French. If they bafely approved of the mafiacres of 
the nobles, priefts, and other royalifts, they defervc 
to feel the band, nay, the axe of the revolution. 
Plundering their veffels, and flogging their carcafTcfi, 
is not half the punifhment they deferve. 

Saturday, 4*^ November. 

Infolvent Debtors. — It is faid that within thc^ 
few days a vail number of perfons are gone to gaol 

2 ia 
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in this city, in order to come outwit^ewajhedhy the 
infolvenf a£t^ at the next court of MJi Prius^ which 
meets on the aoth inftant. Thefe honefi fellows are 
laid to amount to nearly a hundred. If I can obtain 
a lift of their names, I will certainly publifli it in 
my paper. It is fharaeful that thefe crying enormi- 
ties Ihould exift, and that they fhould pafs too, ««- 
^enfured and unnoticed. One would think that the 
prefs was in a league with all the fwindlcrs and 
rogues in the country ; for the public are kept totally 
ignorant of what is paffing in the courts of juflice ; 
$ind when a powerful or popular fcouhdrel commits 
an aft, which in another country would hoift him 
up to everlafling contempt or execration, it is kept 
as clofe and as fnug as they^w^ ^as of a frail lifter, 
who has the good fortune to have a prudent old aunt 
in the country. What can be the reafon of this ? 

The laws of France, when France was worthy of 
i)cing called a nation, made even the fan of an infoU 
vent debtor incapMe of any public truft. This, at 
firft fight, appears cruel ; but if wc believe that the 
yice of contracting debts runs in the bl&ody we fliall 
be fatisfied with its juftice, and that this is the cafe 
I moft fincerely believe. Example, too, does a great 
deal. A man wijl go great lengths when kept in 
countenance by the condi3<9: of his father. I dare 
lay the Honourable John Swanwick^ for inftance, feels 
himfelf a good deal confoled by recolle6\ing that his 
father did Jo before him. 

A gentleman aiking what' it was that confined Mr. 
Swanwick to his houfe, and being anfwered that he 
had the dyfentery^ replied, ** 1 thought fo, for I have 
perceived him going backward for fome time." 

Tuesday, 14*^ November. 

Fayette. — La Fayette's liberty was offered him, it 
is faid, on condition that iie would take an oath to go 
to America. He replied, that thoffgh he intended 

going 
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going to America, he would fubfcribe )io oath. If 
this be true, the dungeon at Oltnutz is a moft ex- 
cellent Jchool of morality. Time was when Fayette 
ufed to take oaths, and break them with as much 
facility, as a ilrong-jawed countryman can crack 
nuts. 

lHvorcesin France. — ^The lafl: article of the French 
tonftitution runs in thefe words — ** The French peo- 
ple confign the conflitution to ihc fidelity of the Lc- 
giflative Body, of the Executive Diredory, the ad- 
miniftrators and judges ; to the vigilance of the 
heads of families ; to the wives and the mothers ; to 
the afFeftion of the young citizens ; to the courage 
of all Frenchmen/* As to the Directory, they vio- 
late the conftitution when they pleafe : but the 
nvives will doubtlefs keep the conflitution as well as 
they do their hujhands. Twenty thoufand divorces 
only in about three years in Paris ! Such wives and 
mothers mufl be excellent dcpofitaries of the conflitu- 
tion, which they are dire^ed to take into their heeding. 

Mifflin and a Citizen. — We hear that his Excel- 
lency the Governor dined at 0'Ellers*s hotel On 
Friday laft, with fome of the perfons who went to 
cfcort the Prefident into town. The evening was, 
as ufual, fpent with much glee ; but towards the 
clofe, ?^ fracas took place which threatened ferioqs 
confequences. His Excellency got into warm dif- 
pute with a citizen. What it was about we ioiow 
not ; but it foon grew to fuch a height, that the ci- 
tizen, it is faid, quitting argumentation, feized his 
Excellency hy the collar. We are happy to bear th^t 
all was amicably fettled over a parting cup. Dirty 
dog ! to attempt to cram his fipgers in about his 
Excelkncy's neck / 
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*' Jf^ig Officers ^The Editors of the New-York 0a- 

s^ite refent moll furioufly the charge of royalifm 
brought againft them by young Franklins Old Solr 
dier. But in their paffion they go rather too far, 
and call this Old Soldier a Britilh or Heffian dejerter. 
I am forry my brethren ihonld let fall this unguarded 
expreffion, as it will certainly wound the feelings of 
a great many gentlemen of extreme delicacy. Little 
Majier Brown for inftance (though fofpeded to be 
2)0 more than the Poft-mafier's devil), will, I dare 
fay, feel it with the " warmejt fenfihility *•" 

Pqftoret and its Crew. — Noah Webster, Efq. . 
^ the politician and prophet of New-Yprk, regrets ex- 
tremely that our poor friend Paftoret, and the reft of 
x)ur advocates in France, are on the lift of the pro- 
icribed. I always told Noah not to count upon 
any thing that thofe unfortunate fcoundrels could 
iay or do. I wonder what is become of Segur: 
there was great hope built on his eflays in our fa- 
»vour.— rrHe is, very likely, food for the dogs by this 
time. — It's no matter. * 

Let thofe who are fetting up fuch a furious out- 
pry about the tranfportation of Boijfy cP Anglas and 
Jiis companion^ Jn difgrace, remember that fome of 
ihefe people voted for the death of their Kitig^ and that 
thofe who did not, bafely aided in the execution of 
the decree.-rrTheir fentence is extremely ju ft, con- 
fidered as a puniihment inflidled by the hafid of Pro- 
vidence : when they are wandering in fome wilder- 
nefs, without food or raiment, they may, perhaps, 
recotledl the fentcnce they themfelves pafled on the 
defencelefs priefis. 

^■- ' — - 

* Brown's father, who was an excellent IVhigy was a deferter 
from his Majefty's 47th regiment of foot; and, indeed, no fmall 
numbers of the flauncheft IVhigs of tjie revohitioii, particularly 
■the American oiiicers, deferced from the ^rUiAi an^ German 

f^ngiyk 
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Engltjh Juftice. — (FronMr. Dewnie.) The C///- 
%en5 Keprefentatives of France ape the flyle of a Po- 
lifli diet. They bandy the angry word, and half 
unfheath the military weapon. An arbitrary J^e- 
giflature and infolent armies infringe the conflitu- 
lion, and the French flambeau yields a fullen and 
dubious light. In the Council of Five Hundred, 
Vaublanc, a real French gentleman of the ancieni 
feature, has denounced the late addrelFes of the ar- 
mies as outrages on the legiflativc authority. — ^Thc 
letters of Bayard, our faithful mercantile agent at 
London, give the lie dire6l and the " quip modcft'* 
to the Jacobins, who have aflertcd, that our mer- 
chants would never receive indemnification from 
the Britifli courts for maritime loflfes. On the con-t 
trary, the juftice of England metes a righteous mea-^ 
fure of recompenfe to every juft claimant* This is 
not the mode of French courts. We look up with 
admiration to the laws add conftitution of England.^ 
There is our language Ipoken ; thence we derive our 
erigin ; there are arts and arms, the power to charo^ 
polifhed, and to coerce licentious life. 

Tribunals ftand erected there. 

There equity takes place ; 
There (land the courts and palacet 

Of royal Alfred's race.'* 

Bleeding Puff. — From the New- York Vaper.^"^ 
^^ This day there is to be a meeting of the trufteea 
*^ of Columbia College. The obje6t of their meet- 
^« ing is to invite Dr. Benjamin Rulh to a profcflbr-. 
•< fhip of the pradrice of phyfic in Columbia Col- 
'^ lege. A correfpondent is happy in remarking, 
^^ that there are few obftacles in a choice which rouft 
** refult in fo many advantages to Columbia College. 
*^ He is a man horn to be ufeful tofociety** 

And fo is a mufquito^ a"" Iwrfe-kechy a ferrety a 
pole cat^ a weazelx for thefe am all bleedersy and un- 

dcFUand 
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^lerftand their bufinefs full as well ais Doflior Rufli 
does his. 



Swamvich-^-Thc Hon. John SWanwick> M. C. ap- 
peared abroad ycfterday for the firfl time fince his 
late indifpofitionr — Now he may walk the ftreets in 
fecurity : no conftable dares lay his unholy fingers 
on him. — By the by, it was no fuch filly thing in 
Ihofe who made the confiitution (and who, nb 
doubt, intended to be Congrefs-men themfeWes) 
to make the'Congrefs Hall ^ fort oifanSttiary. No- 
thing could be more convenient. 

Negohations at LiJle.-^Thc foreign intelligence, 
announced to the public this day, is by far the moft 
agreeable that has reached this country for fome 
time : No peace between England and France ; and 
the proof of the great divifion among the fcoundrels 
of Paris. 

Peace with thofe wretches never could be fafe. 
Far better were it to be engaged in a continual con* 
fiid ; to drain the nation to its laft fixpence, and its 
laft foldier, than to make a peace that would opea 
the floodgates, and let in a torrent of democracy and 
atheifm. All communication ought to be cut off 
with this mifcreant people, as with a pefl:-houfe or 
lazaretto; and war is the only efFedlual bar- 
rier. 

The adding of 172 Deputies to the lift of the pro- 
fcribed is a very pleafing circumftance. It Ihows 
that the parties are nearer of equal fl:rength than we 
imagined, and leaves reafon to hope that they will 
come again to the conflidli At any rate, there are 
17a fcoundrels more provided for : that is fo much 
gained. They will kill no more kings, and queens, 
and priefts, and honefi men^ and women, and 
children. 
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Republican Bafenefs. — Paris 13M SepP. " Tte 
Council received feveral congratulatory addrefles oil 
the 4th September, from Chalons fur Marne, Cler- 
mont, Ferrand, and feveral other communes. Infcr- 
tion and mention to be made in the Procefs- verbal.'* 

This is the old courfe cxa6lly. Whenever a fetof 
fcoundrels have knocked down their opponents, and 
alTumed an abfolute power over property and life, 
immediately the bale municipalities and depart- 
ments have flocked in with their congratulatiotis. 
What a nation of mifcreants ! Thefc addreflers 
thought that the tyrants ought to have their throats 
cut, at the very moment they were addrelTing them ; 
and they would willingly have done the job too, but 
they faw them furrounded with an army ; they faw 
them uppermoft. By and by, when it is their 
turn to fall, they will difpatch them with all the 
pleafure in the world. They will put their knives 
into them with as good an appetite as they put themi 
into their dinner. 



American Captains. — Extra6l of a letter from the 
Captain of a brig carried into Porto Rico, dated St. 
Domingo, Oflober 2ifl, 1797. *' I am ftill waiting 
for my papers from Porto Rico, as I mentioned to 
you in my lad, as they only fent a copy of fuch pa- 
pers as they luppofed were iufficient to condemn the 
brig according to the old decree, which was only a 
clearance from an Englifh port ; but lince their late 
decree has come forward, they will neither con-' 
demn nor clear without the whole of the papers^ 
From converfation I fear they will condemn the vef- 
fel for want of a role d' equipage^ as they condemned 
them on the moft frivolous pretences. Our ac- 
quaintance Mr, E. arrived here two days paft, cap- 
tured, on his paflage from St. Bartholomew to St. 
Thomas's, almoft in the harbour's mouth, by a little 
Q^Qii boat; that they might Jiave hoifted on the 

deck;. 



dSfck of his brig. I plainly fee, unlefs Corigrefe allow 
ui5 to arm for our defence, we ihall bd cdnftantly 
infulted, I^y both French and Enghjh, as they both 
affect to treat our flag with the utmoft difdain, and 
think no more of it than a cook's difliclout.** 

Here's another of thefe patriotic captains. I am 
lure this fellow is a fans-culotte- It is the ufual Vvay^ 
with them, when compelled to bear tcftimdny 
againft their friends, to conclude with fome eXprcf- 
fion that feems to intimate, that the Britilh treat ; 
them full as ill as the French do ; and though all - 
the mercantile world, and indeed every man of in- 
formation, knows this to be falfe,yct it has its eflfecl 
with the mob ; and thefe fellows, who have in ge* 
neral no fmall Ihare of low cunning, know well' 
enough that the n^ob is every thing. 

There is nothing will cure thefe fellows but abun- 
dance of ftripes; and, thank God, they are in a 
Very fair way of getting it. For my part, I look 
upon French caftigation as abfolutely neceflary 
for the falvation of their fouls. Flog away, good 
fans-culottes, till they know how to make a diftinc- 
tion between French aod Englifh, between foes and 
friends. 

French Conftitution. — Upon clofing the farce of 
the French Conftitution, one cannot help calling to 
mind the difputes between Wehjier 2ixA young Franks 
5w, refpe(Siing that dirty pamphlet when it was find 
made public here. They both contended for the 
honour of having it on their fide. Noah faid it was 
like the Federal Conftitution ; Franklin fworeit was 
not, and the young imp of fedition certainly fwore 
right for once. They were continually wrangling^ 
about tliis article and that claule % Noah triumph- 
antly holding up thofe parts vyhich conderpn all 
clubs, clubbifts, &c. and Franklin, on his file, 
tbofe which fuit^ him. Both, however, agreed in 
* ' ir a extolling 
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extolling its wi/dom; and I wifti I could fay that 
they were the only perfons who were ftupid enough 
to do it. — 

Pichegru.^-^T^ impartial newfmongevs are making 
a dreadful outcry about their poor friend the oppreffcd 
PicHEGRU, and his couipanions in misfortune. Now, 
fonny partjl rejoice at the fate of thefe villains. They 
are not ufed like men, to be fure; but then it is well 
known that they are monflers. When Mafter Piche- 
gru has ibaked his bones well at the bottom of a 
dungeon, he will perhaps call to mind fome of the 
jniferies which he and his fans-culotte ruffians fpread 
through the defolated villages of the Low Countries ; 
he will, perhaps, recoiled the churches and con- 
vents he robbed, the poor old men and women he 
turned naked and pennilefs into the world, at the 
fame time forbidding people, on pain of death, to 
give them Ihelter. No, there is no pity for mif- 
creants like thefe. It is no matter whether Barras 
kills Pichegru, or Pichegru kills Barras ; fo that 
they make away with one another, I care not how^ 
nor which goes firft. , 

Hoche and Scherer. — ^The Commander in Chief of 
the army of the Sambre and Mcufe to the Miniiler of 
War Scherer. ** Head- quart ers, Wetzlaer, 27th 
Fru6tidor, 13th Sept. If I was not perfuaded that 
the Diredlory would foon do juftice to your perfidy, 
1 would only take the trouble to declare to you, that 
I will no longer corrcfpond with you. 

*' Does it become you to make an addrefs to the 
armies, you, the friend and moft aftive agent of the 
confpirators ; you who have furrounded us with 
ipies ; you who have perfecuted the friends of the 
government ? Hafteu to caufe the republicans 
whom you have betrayed and who abhor you, to 
forget even your name. 

(Signed) '^ La, Hoche.'* 

Thia 
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■^ This poor devil of a minifter is, I fuppofe, marked 
out for flaughter or poifon. Hoche's letter muft 
have had the efFedl of a death-warrant on him. I 
dare fay he began, like the people in Robcfpierre's 
time, io feel his head, to know whether it was ftill on 
his flioulders or not. Poor Scherer ! his turn is come ; 
and Hoche's will come by and by, I truft they will 
cut each other off, till there is but one left, and he, 
I hope^ will have juftice enough to cut his own 
throat. 

Privilege ofCongrefs. — ^The Hon, John Swanwick, 
M. C. takes bis feat in the Houfe every day ! ! ! 

It is not true that Mr. S. was arrefted the other 
morning as he was going to the Houfe ; and we can 
affure the friends of that gentleman that they need 
entertain no fear on that fcore, for that the privilege 
of Congrefs (helters a man as completely as that of 
the Britifti Parliament does. It would be a fhame 
indeed, if the reprefentatives of z, fovereign people^ 
in a country of liberty and equality ^ had not as great 
privileges as the ^^ Jlaves of a defpot^^ living in an 
'<* infular BaJiiUr A pretty thing indeed \ 

Bache and the republican Calendar.-^THie Market- 
ftreet fcoundrel, Franklin Bache, has, as ufual, 
publifhed a heathenifti republican calendar for the 

J ear 1788. At the head of one of the months he 
as placed the following :— -*' R^ign of blood before 
^^ the revolution. In 17^8, Louis XVI. had eight 
^ thoufand perfons murdered, of both fexes and all 
*^ ages, at Paris, in the flreet Melee and upon the 
<« Pont Neuf." 

Now, who ever heard of this before ^ who ever 
heard of a maflacre at Paris, while poor Louis re-- 
tained his power of king ? Never in his life did he 
authorize the fhedding of a drop of human blood. 
Jlvery one of any information knows, that had it 

V 3t 3aot 
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pot been for his unconquerable averlion to fiicdding 
the blood of his rafcal lubjecls, he would this day 
iin.ve been alive, and king of France. And yet the 
impudent fcoui)drel Franilm dares not only to ac-r 
cule him of murder, but to name the number of his 
vidlims on a particular occalion, and the fpot where 
they fell ; without having even hearfay for a found* 
ation tp his charge, 

This atrocious wretch (worthy defcendant of ol4 
Ben) knows that all men of any underitanding fet 
him down as an abandoned har, as a tool and a hirc- 
Ijng ; and he is content that they Ihguld do lb. He 
docs not want to be thought any thing elfe. He 
Jcnows very well, that the Itory about the eighi thoi^- 
Jund murdered people "^1^ be believed by nobody, ex-r 
cept by thofe ignorant creatures who can fcarcely 
comprehend wliat they read ; but thde are the very 
creatiii c s the information is intended for. Thele are 
they wliom his mailers wanttp fecureon their fide. 

Asthi> Gazette is honoured with many readers in 
foreign countries, it may not be improper to givq 
ttl^em fome little account of this milcrearjt. 

If they have read the old hypocrite Frapklin's will, 
they n»ull have obt'crved that part of his library, 
vvith fome other things are lelt tp h ccviiiin ^ra7tdfon : 
this is the very identical Market-itrcet fcouhdrel. — ? 
He fpent feveral years in hunting offices under the 
Federal Government, and being contiantlynjected, 
jie at lafl became, its moft bitter foe. Hence his 
abufe of General Wafhington, whom, at the time 
Jie was foliciting a place, he panegyrized up to thi 
third heaven. 

He was born for a hireling, and therefore when 
he found he could not obtain emplpy in one quarter, 
he fought itip another. The hrll elfed ol his paw 
being grcafcd, appeared foon after Genet's arrival, 
^nd he has from that time to this been as faithlul to 
ihe cut-throats of Pfcris, as ever dog was to his 
mafter. ' fie 
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He is an ill-looking devil. His eyes never get 
above your knees. He is of a fallow complexion, 
hollow-checked, dead-eyed, and has a toul enfernhle, 
jnft like that of a fellow who has been about a week 
or ten days on a gibbet. 

Noah Wehjler and BoiJJy d'^nglas. — Noah fays, 
that " the papers that have been publiihed as proofs 
of a confpiracy to reftore monarchy, wear a very 
Ibfpicious appearance. The Jacobin Editor of the 
Englilh Morning Chronicle declarCwS that the papers 
to prove Pichegru a traitor, have not even the dif- 
guife of impolition. To fuppofe them genuine, is 
to fuppofe the. Prince of Conde, Montgaillard, d'An- 
traigues, and Pichegru, dellitute even of common 
fenfe. A boy often years old would have concluded 
a confpiracy with more judgment and addrefs. 

" To deltroy the credibility of the flory, we may 
oppofe to thcfe lilly papers, the fteady, firm, and 
patriotic condu6t of Pichegru, in a raoft arduous 
public ftation, and an unblemijhed private charaHer. 

" If we take into the aocount the chara6ter of 
Batthelemy, Tron^on, Decoudray, Boiffy, Marbois, 
&c. \\\^ private virtues of fome, and the puhlic fer^ 
vices of all^ where ihall we find the proofs of their 
guilt? It thcfe men are guilty, fure we are the 
proofs are not yet before the American public. 

** We muft flill be incredulous as to the fi^ls ; and 
until further evidence appears, we fhall afcribe to 
faElion only, the moft horrible tyranny and perfecu- 
tion that ever difgraced human beings," 

It is diverting enough to fee into vvliat embarrafT- 
ment the late events at Paris have plunged all the 
half-way politicians. Contrary to their conflant 
pradice, they have thistime taken part with the fallen 
tyrants : perhaps, however, this is becaufe tliey have 
^n opinion that they will be yet uppcrmoil, 

V 4 And 
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And why, let me alk, lliould the papers brought 
out upon the prefent occafion, not be looked upon 
as genuine ? Thofe which thefe very fallen rafcals 
brought forth to bear witnefs againft their fovereign, 
were looked upon as fuch. The millions of lies and 
abominations publifhed by thefe villains againft the 
Queen of France and others, were all built upon 
juft fuch correfpondences ; and the genuinenefs of 
thefe was never called in queftion by the holy re- 
publican gang, who now feel fuch " warm fenfi- 
bility*' at the unhoffing of Barthelemy and Co. — 
When Fayette, by his vile agents, made ihift ta 
bring the Marquis of Favras to trial, what was there 
to appear againft him but papers found in fuch a 
portc-feuille and fuchadelk; papers that the gallant 
Marquis never before faw or heard of ? Yet this 
gentleman was, upon the evidence of fuch papers, ' 
condemned and ex^quted, and Fayette was ftill 
called a fine fellow. 

In fliort, when no other evidence could be ob- 
tained, has it not been the conflant pradlice during 
the whole of the revolution, to forge papers and cor- 
refpondences ? It is a weapon that has been ufed 
againft the King, and againft all his faithful fubjeds, 
individually or in the lump ; and fhall it be faid that 
it ought not to be ufed againft traitors, rebels, tyrants, 
and murderers ? 

I like to hear talk about ihe private virtues of thefe 
fcoundrels. " Pichegru has an unbleniijhed private^ 
charatfler."- — I wonder, now, who told Noah Web- 
fter this flory. What do we know about the poor 
cut-throat's private vharaSer ? We know that he 
was at the head of a numerous horde of plunderers 
in the Low Countries ; that he robbed, pillaged, and 
violated like a barbarian. He feized on the vafes 
of the convents, turned monks and nuns out of 
their churches, to beg, or rather to ftarve ; for after 
having turned them out, he forbade any one to give 

thenx 
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them flielter, on pain of death ! This is Noah Web-* 
iter's favourite : would to Heaven Noah were hiA 
aide de camp at this moment ! 

I have looked over the lift of the profcribed De- 
puties, and I pofitively aflert that there is not one 
who does ftot richly deferve all the torments that Bar- 
ras and Co. have in ftore for them. But our filly 
politicians keep haggling gbout the falfehood of the 
charges againft their friends. There was no royalift 
ploty fay they. It is ftrange that every thing Noah 
fays in juftification of his unfortunate friends, fliould 
abfolutely make againft them. Their being engaged 
in a plot to bring in the King, is the only circqm- 
ftance that could poflibly tend to excite forrow for 
their fat^ in the breaft of any honeft man, and this 
favourable circumftance the obftinate Noah is deter- 
mined to do away. This is owingto his holy hatred 
to kings and all that's kingly. The creature has 
good fenfe, writes aqdfpells well, if you keep him 
off* from this fubjeil ; but the moment you talk about 
kings he becomes frantic. 

The nonfenfe which I have above quoted, con- 
eludes with infifting that the profcribing of thefe De- 
puties is " the moji horrible tyranny and perfecution that 
** ever difgraced human beings J' Now, what a ftock 
of impudence muft a fellow have to make this de-» 
claration, with the millions of bloody deeds of the 
French revolution in his memory ? What ! was 
the profcribing of fixty-five rafcal Deputies a more 
horrible ail of tyranny than razing the city of Lyons ? 
Was it a more horrible a6t of tyranny than feizing 
the property of a hundred thoufand ecclefiaftics, and 
hunting them from the kingdom ? Was it worfe 
than murdering the King, his Queen, his fifter and 
bis fon ? This uafortunate youth was kept Ihut up 
)ike a malefadlor ; every fpecies of infult and cruelty 

wasi 
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was exercifcd towards him ; the guards fpit and threvr 
dirt into his viftuals, and, at laft, the atrocious 
hell-hounds of the Convention (of which our dear 
fallen friends were moft of them members) ordered 
him to be waked every ten, minutes during the night, 
A wretch, with voice infernal, went to the grating 
of his cell, and bawled out Capet ! When the Prince 
had anfwcred, the mifcreant retired, till another tea 
minutes were expired. But all this is nothing to 
Noah Webfler ; the poor Prince was not a virtuous 
republican like the hypocrite Boifly d'Anglas, the 
plundering Pichegru, and the bloody Carnot. The 
murdering of forty thoufand perfons at Nantz, as 
anany more at Lyons, and forty times forty thoufand 
m La Vendee ; the burning of people alive, ripping 
©pen women with child, with the thoufands of name- 
leis horrors which the infernal revolution has given 
birth to ; was not all this more horrible tyranny than 
the profcribihg of 6^ Deputies ? i\'o, fays Webfter : 
thofe people were royalijls^ whereas the Deputies arc 
virtuous republicans. 

This is the cant with which he falves over every 
thing. But bappy am I to-obferve, that he meets^ 
with many nibs and dilappointments. His. friends 
generally g<:t dungeoned, or lopped off, or tranf- 
ported ; and they will continue to be fo ferved, till 
he has the heart-killing mortification to fee another 
King on the throne of France; which he will fee 
though he fhouid ride through Connedticut to pick 
up a collection of John Knox's thundering curfesta 
hurl on the heads of the royalifts. 

Wednesday, 23"^ November. 

Vriejlley rumu, g f',r Chaplain to Congrefs. — This 
^ay an election w^s held, in the Houfe ot Repre-. 

fentatives^ 
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fcntatives, for Chaplain. The xefult was as fol- 
lows : 

54 votes for Dr. Green 
6 (or Dr. Frlejiley 
3 for Dr. Blair 
r 1 for General Williams 
I for Mr. Uftick. 
Dr. Green was of courfe declared duly ele<3ed. 
Poor Prieftley is depreciating very taft. Only^ 
votes out oi Jixty-five J Oh, how lincerely will he 
wifh the Congrefs at the devil, and himfelf at Bir- 
mingham ! — But who is this General who is voted foe 
as Chaplain? He muft be of the true church mili^ 
tant } 



Dutch FeftivaL— Hague, Sept. 23. A national 
feftival is ordered, to celebrate the French events of 
September 4. All public officers are to be required 
to iwear " eternal hatred againfl: the Stadtholdcr- 
Ihip, ariftocrac^% and anarchy/' 

Thele poor devils have had no revolution among 
them, yet they are obliged to sweak within an inca 
of their lives, juft the fame as if they had over- 
thrown a royalift fadion too. The French will 
harafs thefe phlegmatic rafcals to death. They will 
teafe them till they run mad. No matter; fo that 
they do but fuffer much ; fo that they do buf feci 
themlelves almolt in the (late of tiie damned ; fo 
that this happens, no matter how, or by what 
means. Bafe, mifcreant race ! I hope tlieir f()rro\y« 
are but beginning. J fliould be forry to ke the 
Stadtholder refume his authority, till the vile 
wretches have groaned almofl their laft breath be- 
neath the lalh of their dear friends. Muddy-brain- 
ed rafcals ! jull? wit enough to be treacherous, and 
jull courage enough to aim a fly flab at their bene- 
faftors! — May peitilence, famme, fire, and the 
fwovdy ultimately devaftatc their country, till there 
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is not a fans-culotte, or the defcendant of a ikns^i 
culotte, left alive ! 



Judge M'Kean, — This vile old wretch, who now 
disgraces the Courts of the unfortunate State of 
Pennfy«vania, was formerly a tableman at a tavern 
in Chefter County. The following lines allude tQ 
this his ftate of innocence : 

OLoTopERto curry if tg horfes was brcd ; 

But, tir'd of (o humble a life, 
To currying favour he turned hia head, 

And's now curritd himfelf by his wife* 

Mifflin an infolvmt Debtor. — It is thought that his 
'Excellency of Pennfylvania will, in his next fpeech to 
tihe Legiflature, fubtnit to their cpniideratioh fome 
proje6l for the further relief of that numerous and 
jsr/^/Jclafs of citizens, the infolvent debtors. 

His Excellency's tendemefs and philanthropy are 
well known ; and it is to be hoped, that, before his 
Governorjhip expires^ he will effedlually guard againft 
imprijomnent for debt. It is contrary to the principles 
of liberty, and highly degrading to the State. Ac-* 
cording to the prefent cruel laws, not only common 
people may be imprifoned, but even a Governor y the 
'Aext day after his time is outj may have his carcqfs 
Jeized and penned up injail, and that too among poor, 
puny, pitiful devils of debtors, who do not owe 
above ten dollars ! — Is not this an evil that ought toi 
be guarded again fl * ? 

Louvet. — The laft news tell us that the infamousi 
Louvct is dead. I wander what made this ra(cal 



♦ The Legiflature of the State actually did pafs fuch a law in 
a few months after this paragraph was written ; out, as it happen* 
cci, the benevolent law was of no ufe to Miffiin ; for his time aa^ 
Governor was fcarceiy expired, when he gave all his creditors th<> 
flipi by throwing himfeu into the l^oat of Old Charon* 

4 fatnoxis f 
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famous ? Was it the order which he gave in the fol- 
lowing words : *^ Pay to the bearers on demand 
.** twelve livres for ajijting to difpatch the piefts at 
*^ 5/. Plrndnr If this villain is dead without tor- 
ment, I am forry fpr it ; but flill 1 would rather he 
ihould be dead than alive. I count every one that 
£^Us as ib much clear gain. 

itf Fayette.'--Ai feems, that this citizen -mifcreant 
was aftoally releafed on the 27th of Auguft laft. 
Previous to which, the Emperor alked of him a.de- 
claration. — Tlie items of the demand may be con- 
ceived from the following, which was the eiTe6l : 
Declaration of General La Fayette^ dated Olmutz^ 
Augufl, 16, 1797, 

*^ The commiilion with which the Marquis de 
Chafteller is intruftcd, appears to relate to three 
points : 

*^ I. His Imperial Majefty wifties to afcedain 
the true flate of our fituation at Olmutz. — 1 am not 
difpofed to prefer any complaint upon the fubjed; 
the detailed circumftances refpcding it may be 
found in the letters, received or fent back, which* 
were tranfmitted by my wife to the Auftrian Go- 
vernment ; and if his Imperial Majefty is not fatif- 
fied by reading over the orders lent in his name 
from Vienna, I am willing to give the Marquis de 
Chafteller ^ny information he may think proper to 
defire. 

" 2. His Majefty the Emperor and King 
wiflies to be affured that, upon my releafe, I fhall 
immediately fet out for America. — 1 have frequently 
lignified this to be my intention ; but as an anfwer, 
under the prefent circumftances, might feem to ad- 
mit the right of exadtiog fuch a condition, I do not 
Judge it proper to comply with this demand. 

" 3. HisMajefly the Emperor and King does 
me the honour to fignify to me that the principles 

which 
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which I profefs, being incompatible with the (ectTJ* 
rity of the Auftrian Government, it is his pleafurcf 
that I fhould not re-enter his dominions without his 
ipccial pcrmiflion. — I have duties from which lam not 
lit liberty to withdraw myfelf I am under obliga- 
tions ot duty to the United States ; above all, I am 
under obligations of duty to France, and I ran con- 
traft no engagement inconfiflent with thofe rights 
which my countrj holds over me With thefc ex- 
ceptions, I can affure the General Marquis de 
Chaftellcr, that it is my invariable refolution never 
to let foot on any territory fubjcft to his Majcfty 
the King of Bohemia and Hungary ; confequently 
I the Tinderiigned engage myfelf to his Majefty 
the Emperor and King, never, at any time, to enter 
into any of his hereditary dominions, without having 
firjt obtained his fpeciat fermiffion, provided this en- 
gagement is not underflood to contravene the right 
my country holds over me, 

(Signed) « La Fayette.'' 

Had I been the Emperor, this fancy fellow fhould 
have remained in limbo. — By making an exception 
with refpedt to the rights which his country holds over 
iim, he infolently makes provifion for the cafe itt 
which he maybe ordered to enter the Emperor's do- 
minions as a viSlorious general. His duty to his 
country, and the rights which his country holds 
over him, are, I believe, new things with La Fay-» 
ette. His Catechifm, the Rights of Man, fays no- 
thing about fuch duties and fuch rights. As he was 
fo much improved by living in a dungeon, it is pity, 
1 think, he had not remained there for ever. For 
my part, I never wifh to fee him here, we have 
traitors and rebels enough arrived here already : a 
man capable of betraying his King is fit for the moft^ 
damnable deeds. 

Ti0^ 
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• TA^ Lion and the Bulls. — Some years ago there was 
an irifh fellow imported into the State of New- 
York. He was fold to a farmer, who, finding hirai 
to be a mo ft worthlefs rafca!, fwapped^him with a 
Connefticut neighbour for z^pair of young hulls. Tha 
next morning after the fwap took place, the Yorkec 
goes to his chapman : ^' Why," Ciys he, ^^ you 
^' took me in molt damnably ; one,of the bulls is lb 
** lame he can't walk." — " Your Irifhman,'* replied 
the other, *^ is not lanwy for the villain robbed my 
*^ houfe in the night, and is gone oflF with his 
^^ prey */' 



American Envoys at Paris. — A gentleman of this 
city, now in France, in a letter to his friend, dated 
Paris, 30th September, writes, that Mr. Pinckney 
and Mr. Marfhall had arrived there, and were 
treated with much aufterity by Citizens Fauchet and 
jidety who were appointed to confer with the Ame- 
rican Commiffioners* 

This is excellent, if true. It is juft the man- 
ner we deferve to be treated in.. It is pity that Genef 
is not there to make a third commiffioner — thea 
there would be three for three. — My God ! what 
muft the people of England think of this govern- 
ment and this people ! — If America goes on linking 
before this vile, this bloody tyranny, as Ihe has 
done for fome time pafl, no man of fpirit, no maiat 
that has a lingle drop of independent blood in his 
veins, will remain in the country. For my part, 
ril never be a fubjed of the Parifian defpots ; and 
I have formed my refolution, that no ties of intcreft^ 
however powerful, fhall ever keep me in a country that 

* This Irifli fellow was Matthew Lyon, at prefcnt a mem* 
ber of Congrefs. The gentleman in Connecticut to whom he 
vfas fwapped, was Mr. Goldfwort(iy, brother-iA-law of Mr, 
Theodore Sedgwick* 

3 » 
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is bafe enough to bend the knee before them ; zhd 
this, lam much afraid^ America is juft upon the 
eve of doing. 

I know well, that the Adminiftration will do all 
in their power to preferve the honour of the coun- 
try ; but what is in their power ? Nothing at all. 
A few J^ifts and expedients will do nothing. What 
is to be done with a people, pervaded by a fpmt 
prepared to/ujir? The cry of peace is all you hear 
among the friends of Govemmefrt, while its enemies 
laugh and rejoice at the war that is actually carried 
on again ft it. The French, and even the Spaniards, 
infult, rob, manacle, lafti, and torture the Ameri- 
cans ; this is notorious. And what do thefe good 
creatures do in return ? Why, they fend an ambaf- 
fador to Paris ; and, after he is threatened to be put 
into a guard-houfe, and finally driven out of the 
country, what do they do then ? Why, they fend 
two more to join him, and all Ihefe are ordered to 
repair to the feat of tyranny, to re-eJtahVtJh harmony 
between the two lifter republics ! ! — Not to demand 
juftice; not to fay. If you refufe to ceafe your de- 
predations, and indemnify us for the millions you 
have feized, we will make reprifals, we will appeal to 
arms. No ; they will hold no fuch language as this ; 
nor, indeed, would fuch language become them; 
for neither the Ccngrefs, nor the people of this 
country, would enter into a war with the French, 
though they were to tread their guts out. 

This the French know well. They know the 
flrength of their party here. The pufillanimity of 
the Fcderalifts, their whinings ?S\^x peace zx^^ recon^ 
ciliationy upon any terms ^ have produced in them a 
contempt tor this party, which itscondudt is calcu- 
lated to produce. In ihort, they have caft their 
vulture eyes over the country, and they have per- 
ceived, that their friends have wo />ro/>^r/y, but that 
they could have no objection to a little, provided it 

coft 
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ttoft them only the catting of a throat, or fo, to get 
it. Thefe fcoundrels, who never fleep fo fotind as 
under a confifcated roof, they know are theirs, body 
'ihd foul ; and with them on their fide, they'll fct 
the empty threats of America at defiance. It is feid 
th^t this defcription of perfons is not numerous ; 
that the country is, in the main, found ; and a good 
deal more is faid in flat contra!diAion of what wc 
every day fee under our nofes. The eleSlions that 
have lately taken place have proved that the 
French fahim is increqfing. Thiere are to be found, 
in every beer-houfe, fcores of fellows, who will not' 
only juftify the French in all they have done, but 
will tell you flat and plain, that they would join 
them, if they were to land in the country ! And let 
no one be filly enough to defpife thefe my her'* 
guzzlers; in the hour of aftion one of them id 
worth a whole ftreet of your fipper^ of claret and' 
madeira. They have nothing to lofej and a good 
deal to get, in a fcramble, and a fcrairible is there- 
fore what mey are waiting for with impa.tience^ 

■ M^ Lane's Trial in Canada. — ^We ^ere long' 
amufed with Blounis plot \ and the fbreign tobl, 
young Lightning-rod, took occafion from it to in- 
fifl: that the Britifti Minifter was at the bottom of a 
confpiracy againft the peace and fafety of the United 
States. Moft people were aftonilhed at the incon- 
fiftency of Blount, a devoted tool of France, being 
in the confidence of the Minifter of Great Britain ; 
and now it appears pretty clearly, that he never was„ 
and that his letter (written on purpofe to be inter- 
cepted) was intended to divert the attention of the 
Government, while the phi in Canada was m^Sured^ 
gnd carried info exiecution. 

What part the Spanifh Minifier took in the Ca- 
nada plot cannot be pofitively determined ; but the 
fbllowing ex^raft from, the evidenceon the triaV^of 
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^ -^/(y, (>^,. ?r^>:, S^r, ^ yftv r9C9Jle!a\iaYiir?g %ft 
tin/? iajft vitne^ (Fri9h^^c),9fli or jjl^tf^ijit the loji^ pf 
J^£iy kft, andwh^ye?. 
, J^itnefs. Charles Frichette. c^cd; 911' 9^5 o^^ ^f 
ipjkji ojf IVIay lafl:, about twelve or qj^ o'cl^l^, ^ 
xsy 9>K» bpufe i,n Quf be)9. 
• -^//y^ Qen. Did he p^flfer any thin^ for falf B 
, f§^if. At :6ffl> tie ail^ed i»e i^\ woujd bay.&onpi, 
pikk;^flQit>€;i: 9f bioft, afid, we aj^coordingty h^xg^^nc^ 
fpr oak. ticjabgi^i but afterwards he de%^d^ tp 4^ak 
\<ith w? w private; I went mt^\ hjnjL ifl^o af^ptbet 
rppm, where he too]^ ipc by ^1^ band, ^nj^ faui^ 
*1 Xpu^ wiU bp ftirprifed >f^h^^ ^ teU ypp th^t I 
'J h^y?. np oajt tipibcr to felj, I ;jifli cpm^ VP9i? 
M bpfinpfs of a quite diffierenVpature ;" then, figVieci^T 
ipg me by the banjd, ^e faid, '* Are ypjii thf Mr. Kacl^ 
^K that was in gj^pl in the yea^ 1794 ?** l tolid him 
J was, *^ Yp.u have beei]i ip.ucb ir^i,yred," faid he, 
*^ but your injuries are now. almoft at an end ; the 
••^. JRrench s^nd\i4mericam have tal^ep,qp your caufe, 
*/; apdyp^wiU foo^i triumph oy^r^^ll yojureneipics.'* 
L w.ilj^ied to^ k^pw why he came ^p me ; I told him I 
Ij^d, al^e^dy bcfcn. caught by in^c^oiw men : thei^ 
Ijjm^ezing both my hands, he allj-ed, *^ Are you really 
^i to be depended uppp ?'' I told him I was to be 
depended on. *' Then,'*" fays he, '.' thei;e is a 
^) French G^neraJ within a quarter of a league of; 
^^ this. place wbp wifties to have a converiajtipn with 
*5 you refpe<Sling the taking of the garrifon of Que- 
^f bee/' I afked, By what means ?— H,as he an a,rmy ?s 
^a,r\fwered: ^^ Np, he has no army; Ijp wiftieg^ 
** to concert meafures with you, and you mijl^ coma, 
^5 igomediately with me to fee him/' 

^tfy. Gen* Pi^ you comply with his requefi ? 
Witmfi: I tlipvighf it was prude^it tp comply witl\ 

it. 






KOVEMBEB, ty97* ' ^ §07 

it, ZBd I propofed to go in a cnUafh ; but Frichette 
did not approve of it : { therefore fet off in compaiYy 
witb him oa foot. 

^//jr. Gm. To what place did he condudl you ? 
- WiPnefs. We erolfed the plains of Abraham, 
went down by Wolfe's Cove, and up Mr. Mabane's 
hill. When we came to the lide of the wood, Fri- 
chette afked me to go into the wood wilh him, 
which I at firft declined, not knowing how many 
people might betliere. Frichette went ia; he cam# 
QUit again Saortly after, and I faw him. beckon to me. 
I then went about two hundred yards into the. woodsy 
U'here I foiind the prilbner in a v-ery long beard. 

Atty. Gen. Had you any converiation with him? 

Witnefs. He fhook hands with me, and expreffed 
himfelfglad to fee me; begged pardon for fending 
for me, but added that he wilhcd to fee me on a 
matter of great importance. I think it proper 
for me to mention here, that I never faw the prilbner 
till t then faw him in the wood; nor had lever 
heard of, or knew there was fuch aman in exifteuce. 
I think it alfo neceflkry to add,^ that I was uncertain 
in regard to ray fituation when thus in the wood, and 
that I therefore agreed to every meature the prift>ner 
pnspofed. 

Apiy, Gen. I wifh you to relate ta the Cteurt a4wi 
Jniry, the particulars of the coaverlatioii whidk 
pafied betweea you. 

Wi^ef&. Tlie prifonct! faid, his mavi had* told him 
that he had explained to me a part of his plan. ^* My 
^^ plan (faid the prifoner) is that of humanity. I 
*^ am forry to fee a great people labouring under the 
^^ tyranny of England: I propofe tso pufli the Britifli 
^ Geovernment tirom. the continent of America,*' I 
alked him, By what means ? He anfwered, Eight octen 
men of influence, fuchasFraif^hlbeone, might raife, 
under plaufible pretences, as many people as poiiible : 
who, 2X a ceptaii) appointed time^ would be joined 

X 2 • • by*' 
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by a number of men, who were following him in 
from the States under various pretexts of fecking la- 
bour, &c. ; that he would arm them with pikes, of 
eight feet in length , headed with iron, and hardened 
in the fire, which he confidered to be eighteen 
inches longer than the Britilh mulket and bay- 
onet ; that laudanum^ he thought, might he given to 
the troops with effect ; that the attack muil be fudden ; 
they would rufh in, but not take a life if poffible to 
avoid it : he hoped none would be taken ; ^* But, at 
" the fame time," faid he, " for the fake of poflerity 
^* all who reftfi mujtfalir 

Atty. Gen. What further ? 

Witnefs. He obferved to me that we muft take 
care not to injure the works ; for that would ren- 
der us vulnerable pfter we were matters of the garri- 
fon. He faid, he left Mr. Adet on the 7th of 
April, who was going to France on the loth; that 
both he and the Spanipi Mmijier were concerned in 
the meafure ; he added thefe words : ** Adet is the 
<* man of bufinefs, , the Spaniard isafopr 

Atty. Gen. Did he oblerve any thing further to 
you ? 

Witnefs. He faid, that meafures were fo con-i- 
certed with Mr. Adet, that if we could but polTei^ 
ourfelves of the garrifon by furprife, it could never 
be recovered from us ; "for," faid he, " befides the meor 
^^fures taienhy the French and Spamfh MintfierSy I have 
** fifteen thoufand men at the lines ready at a nod, 
" with part of which I mean to garrifon this place, 
"and with the remainder, perhaps, form an expedi* 
^*tion againft Hallifax, You may think me young,*' 
faid he, " for fucb an enterprife ; but this is the fyf- 
•* tem France purfucs at prefent : Ihe will not epiploy 
^*an old general." 

Spanifh Perfidy. -^ku account of the maffacre which 
took place at Fort Dauphin, the 7th pf July, 1794, 
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at eleven o*clock in the morning ; brought by Mr, 
^imon of Philadelphia, who was there in an Attie* 
rican , veffel at the time. 

Monday the 7th of July, at eleven o'clock in the 
knorning, arrived at Fort Dauphin a Spanifli friar> 
efcorted by fix guides, coming from Laxabou (a 
fmall borough at four leagues diftance from Fort 
Dauphin) : fevetal perfons inquired what news he 
brought ? He anfwered. None ; and faid all was 
very fafe. About an hour after, Jean Francois (Ge- 
neral of the banditti^ who has always been upon 
good terms with the Spaniards), and Benjamin, his 
firft captain, entered the city with five or fix hun* 
dred negroes, and fifty mounted on horfeback. Irl 
that number there were about four hundred armed 
with guns ; the others had only fwords and cudgels* 
When- they arrived upon the market^ Jean Francois 
ordered to kill without diftindlion all the French 
white people. No fooner was the order given, than 
the banditti feparated in all the flreets of the city j 
but the greatefl part aflTembled upon the fea-fide^ 
where a great number of white people had met to- 
gether without arms, to get on board their veflTels 
that were in the bay ; but in vain : they were all mafia*«^ 
cred without mercy ; while the fame fcene was acSed 
in different parts of the city. — ^This horrible flaugh- 
ter lafted till fix or. feven o'clock at night; though 
a great number were killed in their houfes during 
the night. 

A. few days after, an account of the dead was 
given to one Dupinois, who ads as fecretary to Jean 
Fran9ois, amounting to 742 (amongft whom were 
three women), not including a great number that 
were drowned. 

There were, at the fame time, at Fort Dauphin, 
feven or eight hundred regular Spanifli troops ; fome 
of whom were even under arms on the market-place, 

X 3 beholding 
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beholding with indifference that horrible ilaugfittf/ 
and faying out loud> " Thafs what the French dm^ 
ferveJ*' A few of the unhappy vidtims fled to theitti 
being purfued by the negroes, but the unfeeling 
Spaniards pointed their bayonets at them. The ctf 
6i thefe villains during the maffacre was, " Lti^£ 
Jive the King /" 

The unhappy Le Ray Dumairi was kiJUd if 
the^ Spaniards ; and Monfieur Carabas, who fwiaitt 
to favc himfelf, and reiled on the cable of & 
Spanifh floop, was purfued by the crew with theit 
oars. Two Americans are mimtig^ ftnd are fuppofed 
to have fhared the fame fate. 

Seven or eight Frenchmen who ^ere fettled at 
Laxabou for forrie years paft, had theit houfe^ plun- 
dered of every thing by the inhabitants of the fairi* 
place, on the 8 th July. 

The fdllowing is Bache's account of this maflacre, 
givfen in the Aurora of the 19th of Auguft, 1794. 

** Some months fince a confiderable number lof 
French ariftocrats were induced to leave this and 
other cities irl the United States, to affift the arms 
t>f his Catholic Majefly at Fort Dauphin, where, * 
with a very few exceptions, they have been but* 
chercd on the 7th of July kft. The following ii 
fome account of the dreadful cataftrophe in which 
thofe deluded wretches were involved, in confe- 
quencc of the faith they placed in thfc falfe promifes df 
certain charadlers among us. 

*^ On the 7th of July, at abou! twelve o'clock, Jean 
Fran^dis, a leadief of about 4060 armed liegirocs in 
the pay of the Spanifh Government, entered the 
town with About 606 of his troops and 50 cavalry. 
When they arrived on the fquare, Jean Francois 
gave orders to dlfperfe and kill, without diflinftion, 
^\\ French white people. The order was executed 
immediately With all tlie attendant horrors of th^ 
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moft ferocious barbarity. This dreadful Slaughter 
lafted till near feven o'clock, and in the night feve- 
ral alfo were difpatchcd in their houfes. The ac- 
count of the killed, as afcertairied fome days after, 
amounted to 742 ; among whom were three women, 
and not including thofe drowned. At this time 
there were at Fort Dauphin 800 regular troops ; and 
fome of thefe, under arms on the public fquare, re* 
mained tranquil fpedlators of the atrocious deed. 
Indeed a few unhappy vidtims of Spant/h crueUy^ 
purfued by the blood-thirfty negroes, fled for pro- 
tedion to the Spanifti troops, who univerfally re* 
pulfed them at the point of the bayonet. Two 
Americans were mifling after the malTacre, and 
were fuppofed to have fuffered. A doubt does not re- 
main of the deed having been perpetrated by order of 
the Spanijh Goverrmienty but it is impoffible to fur- 
inife what reafon could have led to the giving of lb 
fanguinary and atrQcioiis an order. 



Tuesday^ 29^^ November. 

Spanijh Fop and M'Kean.-^Thx^ day the bill of 
indidtment prefented againft me by the Spanifh Fop, 
^nd flrongly recommended to tlw^ care of the Jury 
by old M'Kean, was returned ignorannis. To-mor- 
row I fliall publifh a full account of this infamous 
proceeding. 
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ENOLlStlMEN, 

oINCE your jitlcient and invctetate enemy, Wxh 
t^rench, have planned the deftruftion df yOxxk 
jgovernment, as the fure means of fubjeftiftg ybu t6 
their power, their wicked dnd deteftable agetits hav6 
Ufed various arts to feduce you from that loyal at^ 
iachmeilt, which forms its principal bUlivark. 
Atnongft thefe arts* that of dxtblling the exaillcncfe 
of repiiilkan go*oernments has not bc^n omittdd, and 
I with I could fay, it has been ufed without efFeA. 
At firft, FkANCfe was held up as the model for yon 
Ui imitate ; but, there, (tiOi^ foon gave the lie tci 
the ftatements of her tools ; fadts v^hich they coiild 
tiot difguife^ which fpoke to you ifi the cries 6f mj- 
fery, and in the Ihrieks of torture and of deatfcf* 
But America was d motie diftatit fcetle^ add i 
fcene too which the pencil of partiality bad Jllre^dy 
painted in the moft flatteriiig colours, When^ 
therefore, you were di(gufted and Ihocked at thfe 
horrid view exhibited in France, hUher your eyei 
ivere dlrei^ed for an exartipJe. 

I have often been aftoniflled, that thofe writefsv 
who hate fo ably flood forth 8(s the chirtipians of 

your 
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your government and conflitution, have never made 
more than very flight attempts to undeceive you in 
this refpecft. They have conftantly confined them- 
felves to France ; but their opponents have replied 
(and with fome degree of plaufibility), that France 
was yet in an unjettled Jiaie ; that America exhibited 
the happy effects of a finijhed revoluticm ; that fuch 
France would be ; and Britain alfo> if revolution- 
ized into a republic. Here the parties were fairly at 
iflue, and the friends of your country had as good 
an opportunity as they could wifh for, to beat their 
opponents on their own ground. But in (lead of ac- 
cepting the challenge thus offered, they have for- 
borne to pufh their advantage, and declined the 
conteft, when certain of vi61ory. Whence does 
this forbearance proceed ? Is it from a fpurious li- 
berality, alike remote from genuine fortitude and 
manly condcfcenfion ; alike hoftile to principle, and 
repugnant to duty ? From whatever fource it pro- 
ceeds, its confequences are much to be deplored ; 
fox it tends to nothing lefs than a tacit admiffion, 
that the people of America enjoy more liberty and 
happinefs than thofe .of Great Britain : a concefTion 
dangerous in the extreme, and not lefs dangerous 
than weak and unjufiifiable. 

A long-continued feries of received and uncon- 
tradiiSed falfehoods cannot fail to produce an accu- 
mulation of prejudices, which it becomes extremely 
difficult to remove : and, as its removal can never 
be efltedlcd but hy fails ^ it requires an afliduity and 
a toil, to which talents fcorn to fubmit, and at the 
very fight of which genius takes her flight. Yet 
there pow and then arifes, in our ifland, an obfti- 
D^tely perfevering mortal, favoured neither by na- 
ture nor by education, regardlefs alike of intereft 
and of fame, and deflitute of every flimulus to ac- 
tion^ except that love of his country, which every 
true-born Englifhman fucks in with his mother's 

4 mil|^ ; 
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milk : — fuch a man might undeceive you ; and 
fuch a man am I. 

To prove to you, that you are happier and more 
free than the people of America, and to do it by 
uncontrovertible yJz^j, is what, with thepermiffioa 
of God, I pledge myfelf to perform. But this muft 
be a work of time. The pamphlet which I here 
prefent you is nothing more than a trifling eflay* : a 
fort of introdudlion to what you have to exp^dt. 1 
befeech you, however, to read it with attention,* 
and, as you proceed, lay your hands upon your 
hearts, and fay, if the proceedings it records had 
taken place in England, whether you would not 
have looked upon your King as a dcfpot, and your* 
fclves as the moft degraded of flaves. ' . 

In nothing that I have faid, do I wifli to fatirizc 
the people of this country in general. There is as 
great a proportion of good men here as in England, 
a much greater proportion than there is any where 
elfe ; but they are borne down by thoufands of 
afpiring demagogues, who are continually troubling 
the fource, and interrupting the current, of their 
liberties and their happinefs. To guard you againft 
this evil ; to caution you againfl the adoption of a 
mifchief of fuch mighty magnitude, is the fole ob- 
jedl I have in view. Were I a native American, to 
do this would be my duty. He who feels himfelf 
linking into an abyfs, and negledls to warn his 
lieighbours of their danger, is juftly accufed offelf- 
ifhnefs, if not of cruelty ; but he who is guilty of 
this negleft towards his friends and his family y is a 
rebel againft nature, that merits the maledidlion of 
Jii§ parents, and the abhorrence of mankind. 

PETER PORCUPINE. 

Philadelphia J 
^othNov. 1797. 
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JUDQE M^Kean, the CUief Jafticc of Peqn- 
J^lvania^ in his charge to the Graiicl Jury (of which 
^he . reader will fee enou|jh by ^ncj hy )» pbferved, 
|hat ^* ihe Uhertj of ike pref& w^s ^ p^ir^fe ^\KC^ 
** ufecj, but little underftood.'* This, in a puj^ljijf 
fervant^ as all the democratic officers c^ll the.Wr 
felyes, is making pretty ftee with the underfl^nding 
of thefovercign people, and of a people tpp^ wjipm 
the Con^refs have declared jfr^^ and enlightened ^ an4 
would have declared the. **//Y5i^ and moft enUght^ 
*' enfd in th^ wqrJd^* had it not been for theiy defirc 
** tQ, ayo^d all caufe, of offence^ towards the ^ee^m^ 
mJi^tfined^ French *. 

The Judge was cer-tainly wron^. No people un^- 
derftand what the. liberty of the prefs rpeans bett$^ 
than the Americans dp. No one knows fo well 
tpw; to eftiraate the value of a thhig^ as l>e who 
has long enjoyed, and then loft it. H^d the Judg^ 
cabled the liberty of the prefe a thjpg much talke4 
^bout, much boafted o(, and: very little, enjoyed^ \ 
would mpft readily have fubfcrilxsd tp hisallertion ; 
fpr of all the countries und^r the fun, where urdir 
cenfed prefics are toler^ted^, I apu bpldl to declare, 
and the contents of this p^ipphlet will eftabliih thf 
truth of my declaration, that none ever enjoyed left 
» . " ■ I ■ ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■' - ■ i 

* See Cenfw for December, 1796, foraifull apcount ofi thiW 
littinkliating bufinefs. 

real 



tiiftl liberty of the pirefs \h?fa. Amenca Jias for fomc 
years paft. 

I do not fay that this liberty ha,s been abridged by 
any pofitive l^vy; ; on the co^itrary, I l^now well, 
tiiat fcveral of the fiate coniiitutions bold out a 
f^icuething (not very intelligible to be fare) that 
ly^ould feem to e^^tcnd the liberty of printing beyond 
t|i9 lioiits prefcribed by the En^ifti^ law. Npr do I 
pretend, that this dangerous abridgment of Ame- 
ripan freedoixi is to be ^ttribut^d to the change 
lyhiq^ the revolution ha^ producpd^ \fx thjp. pao?^ and 
pature of the goy^rpme^it. \ x^i^lj not, for a ino- 
ment, be fa.i^ ^9 infinua.t,?? tb,^t ^he prefa is become 
npt free, i;aerely becaufe the goyernment is becomo 
TfipubUcan. I^o; \ think;, the people, when they' 
adopted this forni of governxxient, expe<5led, as they 
certainly were led to exp£6t^ an extenfion of this, and[ 
every other important branch of their liberties, 
"^hat I contend for is, that, fonie hovy qr pther, 
this liberty has been abridged ; the exer<?ife of it, 
either by popular prejudice, by the influence oc 
party, the fear of mobbifb violence, or pf govern- 
mental tyranny, has been, ancj ^tt is, n^oft Ihame- 
fully and difgracefuUy reftrained. 

To enter into thecaufes \yhich haye produced this 
fatal efFe6l, \voi;ld be to reyive the renxembrance of 
%yhat I wifli may everVemain buried in oblivion. I^ 
will therefore content myfelf xyith proving the fa5l i 
and to do this to the fatisfaftipn of every candid 
mind, I need go no farther back than my own 
^imes. 

When I firft came to Philadelphia, I was charmr 
ed with the literary liberty which its inhabitant* 
fcemed to enjoy. I faw pamphlets in every window, 
and newfpapers in every hand. I was, indeed, ra- 
ther furprifed to find, that thofe pamphlets, and 
thefe newfpapers, were, fomething like a certain 
fh^J^^ that I had hqard of, all on one fide : but, faid 
^3 I to 
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I to myfelf, this muft be the fault of' the authors and 
editors ; and it leavjes the more room for fuch as 
have a mind to write on the other fide. With this 
agreeable but delufive notion in my brain, I fat 
down contented under the calamity of reading daily, 
in common with my poor fellow^citizens, about 
eighteen or twenty long columns of the vileft and 
molt infipid trafh that ever was flamped upon 
paper. 

Ix)ng did I hope and expedl to fee fonfiething 
like a manly and efFedlual oppofition to this flood of 
faUchood and partiality ; but I hoped and expcfted 
in vain. At laft, it was my fate to enter the field. 
I had long felt a becoming indignation at the atro* 
clous flander that was continually vomited forth 
againft Great Britain ; and the malignancy of Pricft- 
ley and his addreflers at New- York brought it into 
adion. 

The Observations on the emigration of this 
icftlefs and ambitious demagogue contain, as I have 
elfe where remarked, *' not one untruth, one anar- 
^ chical, indecent, immoral, or irreligious expref- 
** fion ;" yet, when I came to offer it for the prefs^ 
the bookfeller was afraid it was not popular enough. 
He was far, as he faid, from difapproving of the 
work ; but it was too much in favour of Great Bri* 
fairTf and on this account he thought it would en- 
danger his windows^ if not his jpetfon. 

This man*s fears feemed to me perfectly abfurd^ 
The pamphlet faid not a word inpraifeof Great Bri- 
tain, generally. Indeed, policy had led me to 
fpeak rather harfhly of that nation in one paflage or 
two ; and fo evident was this, that the Britijh cr'h 
ticsj though they pay the author compliments far 
beyond his merit, cannot forbear to lament, they 
fay, that fo enlightened a mind fhould ftill harbour 
a rancour fo implacable. Thefc people, though rer-» 
tainly not lefs penetrating than Goosy Tom in the 

commoA 
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totntnon affairs of literature, would have laughed 
at the idea of broken windows and bafted car* 
caffes, 

/•However, notwithftanding fhe ridicule, which 
(his remark of the British CjfciTics is calculated to 
throw on th6 ap'prehenfions of my bookfeller, now 
the worthy partner of Lloyd, fubfequcnt events 
have proved, that thofe apprehenfions were n6t en- 
tirely groundlefs: for, although he did publifh fe- 
veral fuccecding pamphlets from the fame pen, 
without incjurring a penalty of any kind, yet no 
iboner was iho^ real author known, than he began to 
fee, and to feel too, that Bradford underftood the 
American liberty of the prefs i^LV better thanhe^did. 

During the publication of the reft of the pam- 
phlets that iflued from Bradford's, I had often to 
contend with his fcruples and his fears. In particu- 
lar, I remember, that my calling the French Mi- 
nifter Adet no Chriftian^ was very hard to be fur- 
mounted. The French had openly and moft blaf- 
phemoully abolijhed the Chrijiian religion ; and the 
Convention, who had fent out this ambaflador, had 
even formally d^ed the exijtence of a God ; yet fo 
high were this bookfeller's notions of the liberty of 
the prejsy that he was afraid to publilh a fentence in 
which the French Minifter was faid«o/ to^be a Chrif* 
tiari! If as much had been faid of the Englifh Mi- 
jnifter, though falfe, he would, I am pretty coiir 
$dent, have had no fcruples at all. 

It was no fooner difcov'ered that I was Peter 
Porcupine, and that I had taken the excellent 
houfe and fhop that I now occupy, in order to 
carry on the booklelling and printing bufinefs, than 
the French fadtion began to mufter their forces, and 
put themfelves in battle array. Several infamous 
publications appeared in Baghe*s paper, declaring 
me to be a deferter^ a felon^ a thief ^ who had fled 
fropoi the gaUow^^ &c. &c. ' ^ 
" VOL. VII. X Strong 
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] Strong i« my iwopwc^, I fteadily purfucd my 
courftj, 4nd., th^^k^Godi my flea4w5cf§ vyas attended 
with fucccfs. Stung by the contempt with vybich.! 
4re^;t^d tl^l^fe aboi5^fiabJe;^ttepnip:t^QA njy charadler, 
Mnotbet mode of injuripg mew^^foHen upoo* A 
threatening, htier ^^ wnyeyed under th^ door of my 
iand^ord^ th^ bafe ot>je<5l of which^ tjae letter itfelf 
will b(3ft explain, . It is n p^rforip^nce that fhould 
ever find a plax^e iii ^ work that treats of the ^^ t4nre'^ 
^'Jraimd liberty ofih^ prefs'' — ^Rere it is. 

To Afr. John Olddm^ Merchant, CheJruU-ftreet. 

" Sir, 
** A certain William. Cobbet, alias Peter ^ofcur 
** pin^, I ^m informed is yogr tenant. Thip daring 
f* fcouncjrel, not fatisfi^: with having repeatedly 
*f tradjti^ftl the people Qf this countryi vilified the 
*^^l0ft: ^ntinent and patriotic ch^r^<Ster^ ampng us^ 
^^.L^ful'.gr^sly, abufed our allies, the Fr^n^h^ in. his deteft* 
-'^.febl^ productions, has now th^ q^p^ijhir^g effron-* 
f ^ tevif to, expofe thofe vqry pqblic^tjioi)? at his win- 
^* flow for fale, as well as^ certaip. prints indicative 
f* Qi\\\^ prowefs ofo^r enemies th^ Briiijh^ attdthe dif^ 
** grace of the French. Calculating largely qpou 
'* the modqr^tion, or rather p^liltanimity, of our 
.**. citizens, this puppy fuppofea he may even infult 
*^, us with impunity : but he will eire long find him- 
5f fclf drpadfull/ miftaken. Though his miferable 
^* publications hajve not been hitherto cpnfidered 
<*. worthy of notice, the late manifeftations of his 
^* impudence and enn^ity to this country will no| be 
t' paffed over. With a vievy, thereforej. of prc- 
<* venting your feeling /i5^ ^/o^ defigned ti^r himj 1 
♦^ now addrefs you. When the lime of retribution 
*^ arrives, it may not be conveqiq^t to. difcriminatc^ 
*^ between the innocent and the guilty. Your pro- 
♦.^ perty, therefoFCs* ipayfafFer. Kor,. depend upon 
*^ it, brick walls will not flgrjeen the rafcal firom pu- 
is.:-.. . *^I^ftl»Wt 
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*^ niAmeht whn once the bujinefs is tmdirfahhi A9 
" a friend, therefore, I advife you ^o favc yoiar pro- 
^^ perty, by either compeHing Mr. Porcupine to 
'^ leave your houfe^ or at all events oblige him to ceaje 
^* expofmg his ahomhiable productions^ or any of hi^ 
^^ courtly prints, at his window forfale. In this waV' 
*^ only you may avoid danger to your houfe, and, 
*' perhaps fave the rotten carcafs 6i ybwt tenant fof 
^' the prefent. 

" July 16, 1796. A Hint.** 

It will be remembered, that I inftantly publilhed 
this iettet, accompanied with comments, in which I 
fet the authors (for there were many) at defiance ; 
but I did not mention then a circumftaric6 that it is 
proper I fhould mentioh now. Thefe was on th^ 
morning in which I recciived the lettei^, one of the 
Judges in my Ihop *• I fliowed it him, and apprized 
Him of my intention of publiihing it iti the manner 
I afterwards did ; but he advifed mc againft it, for 
fear of the con/equences. This proves his opinion 
with r^fpedl to the proteffrdn the liberty of the prefs 
would receive in Philadelphia. 

No violence, however, did fucceed* But the elec- 
tion for Members of Congrefs Was approaching ; and 
as the free men would then be aflembled, it was 
feared by my friends, indeed it was generally un- 
derftood, and publicly talked of, that on the elec- 
tion night my hotife was to he gutted. And left the 
fvris ofliherty fliould be uninforifeed of the bufinefs, 
and confequently unprepared for it, the fame wretch 
Bache (the grandfon and pupil of old Franklin) re- 
minded them of it by an inflammatory publication, 
ligned An American, which, after a feries of the 



* Judge Rush, a very excellent man, and to whom 1 caa pay 
iu> higher compliment, than to fay, that he is the exad oppo- 
fite of hh brother y the fneaking, trimming IMl^^ 
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ipoft atrocious felfehoods, concludes thus : — '^ While 
*'^ I am a friend to the unlimited freedom of the prefs, 
*^ when exercifed by an American^ I am an implaca- 
^* blc foe to its proftitution to 2l foreigner^ and would 
^^ at any time affift in hunting out of fociety any 
" meddling foreigner, who ihonld dare to interfere 
" in our politics. I hope the apathy of our brethren 
" of Philadelphia will no longer be indulged, and 
*^ that an exemplary vengeance will foon burft upon 
*' the head of fuch. a prefumptuous fellow. Juftice^ 
*^ honour i national gratitude^ all call for it. — May it 
^* no longer be delayed. 

" An American.** 

Tlie American who can read this without blufhing 
16 an object of contempt, of fcorn ; a neutralized 
animal, that has no idea of national honour, and 
that would fell his country, were it in his power, 
for a lingle louis d'or. Yet fuch there are, and in 
abundance too. 

A publication like this, the diredV and avowed 
objedl of which was, to inftigatc the /r^^ men to de- 
vaftationand murder ^ fliould, one would think,, hayc 
been noticed by the magiftrates, particularly under 
the eye of a Chief Juftke^ whom we Ihall by and by 
jfee io zealous and fo watchful. But, no: it.at«- 
trai(Sted the attention of no one, or at leafl no one 
took any meafures to prevent the intended aflault. 
My houfe and my family might have been burnt to 
aflies; we might ail have been dragged into the 
fifeet and murdered; and I fincerely believe not 
fo much as a conflable would have held up his fiaff 
to arreft the affaflins. We were, however, pre- 
pared for their reception. We fhould not have 
fallen unrevenged. Some of their fouls would have 
taken their departure from my door- way on their 
journey to hell. 

It i« here thati ought to, and that I do with pleafure, 
z acknowledge 
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acknowledge the generofity of feveral gentlemen of 
this city (many of whom I never faw), who I was 
afterwards allured had formed the refolution to 
fummon the magiftrates, and to come to my aid in 
perfon. One gentleman in particular, whom I did 
not then know even by name, went in difguife among 
the groups of /r^^ men, to endeavour to find odt ~ 
their intention. I wifti I durji name him now ; but 
my gratitude to him forbids me to do it. When li- 
berty comes to this pitch, I think it ought to aflume 
fome other name. 

But what was the moft Ihameful, and what 
is moft directly to the point before us, was, this 
audacious, this cut-throat attack on the liberty of 
the prefs, was fuffered to pafs unnoticed, not only 
by all the other prefles in this eity, but by all the 
prefles on the continent. There are, perhaps, two 
or three hundred newfpapers publiihed in the United 
States, and not one of them has ever whifpered a 
word in condemnation of it from that day to this. 

If, however, it was proper to deftroy me ; if 
*^ jiifticej honour, and national gratitude,'^ demanded 
my blood for exercifing the liberty of the prefs, that 
fame ^^ juftice, honour, and national gratitude,^* did, it 
feems, require my enemies to exercife that liberty in 
ferfe£ifafefy. No lefs than feven pamphlets were, 
in this city, publifhed againft me in the fpace of ten 
days. It is a pity they cannot now be found above 
ground. Had they IfVed, they would have been a 
lafting honour to the country that gave them birth, 
and particularly to the equal laws and impartial judi^ 
ciary that tolerated them. They were, all together, 
a compofition of brutality, flander, and villany of 
every fort and defcription, that would have dif- 
graced hell itfelf. The anonymous fcoundrels who 
wrote them vied with each other in bafenefs and 
atrocity ; and one of them, who feemed refolved to ^ 
b^ye the pre-pminence in infamy, and for whofe 

Y 3 crime 
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crime the law affords no adequate punlfliment, iqr. 
linuated thai my wife iJbas a whore ! And all this, . 
only becautc I had written with fuccefs againft a ne- 
farious French facSlion. — This is American liberty of 
thefrefs. 

Were I tofct about recounting all the inftances of 
perfecution I have experienced, all the menaces I 
have receiyed, all the vexations through the chan- 
nel of the poft-oifice, &c. &c. I could fill fifty vo>- 
lumcs like this. The written threats which I have 
now by me, to aiiairinate or poifon me, or fire my 
houfe, amount to fome hundreds. Nor is this fpe- 
cies of b^fenefs confined to this city, or this fi:ate. 
There is hardly a poft-mark of an American town, . 
which I cannot, and which 1 will nof, ftiow flampecj 
oh fome infamous production, intended, in fome 
way or other, to reftrain the liberty of my prefs. 

I fhall wind up this feries of injuries, of bafe paa- 
chinations and brutal outrage, that have been ajt- 
tempted againft: me, with an anecdote which can- 
liot fail to give the reader a high opinion of the de- 
cency, candour, and juflice to be met with la Pena- 
fylvania. A great beef- beaded, purblind creature, 
that calls itielf a young lawyer, and whofe pleading 
bpars an infinite rqfemblance to the bleating of an 
overgrown calf, obferved to the Chief Judge, jufi: be- 
fore the Court fat, that it was quite wrong tononour 
mje with a legal punifhment ; and that, if I had cen- 
fured him, as I had done fome other of ih^ patriots^ 
he would have clapped a piftgl to my ireqftj and 
blown my brains out ! There now, leaving the hull 
afide, is a noble fentiment for you ! What fort of 
juftice has a man to expeC^, \yhere fuch language, 
can, in fuch company y be held with impunity I How- 
ever, I will never fly to the Uw to ihelter me from 
the vengeance of this bellowing animal, who, in- 
ftead of flanding ere<5l before the bench,, ought to, 
be placed oa all fours before a rack aud manger. I 

wiH 



will never fly. to law, or to any thing dfe, tri fl*«ltei: 
me from thfe foft' horns of this half-gfowA, blinking, 
bloated cornuto*. 

1 Ihould rtow. enter into a recital of the perfecu- 
tions, of varionls .forts, which other printers, not 
devoted to. the French, have e-xperienced ; but thi^ 
wlould lead me too far. i cannot, however, omit 
noticing one remarkable inftance of republican Uhe- 
rtttiij and Jujlue. • 

*' Riehfnmd^ Virginia 4 jtpril 4, 1794. 

-**' About isNd weeks ago, a |)iet*e tt^g pabtifhed in 
*^ the Virginia Ga:Mhe, requeflmg all true republi- 
'* cans to wear 4]f0 national c'ockade^ in honour of 
^* France^ which it feems wats. iJtot.vwU received by 
y^ tj^e ariflocrats,. The next day another piece came 
^^ aut^ iq another of yOur papers, figned, A Foe toi 
^y pjj^in^hrtii ridiculing the .meafure, comparing 
^fr.thofe citizens who. adopted it to fools and imad- 
" men ; which fo irritated tbe republican ptiriy^ that 
^f, fpmc of th^m.. Waited 0Qt';the printer, and de- 
*'. manded the :au|l>f)jt. He told them he did not 
'* know who he Wfas^ and would go before a m'agrf-: 
*f tr^te and ta^e hi^.oafh pfit. I affdre you he was 
*' greatly aiavme4K)i»i^ocoaifiony and I think has 
** loft much ,of ;hij5 intercfi by if. They weue not 
*^ fatisfied at this^ buty in the evening, -ereded a 
*f. gaihws, fi^^dit.on a- waggdn. carriage, hunfg the 
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* Since the above ^vap written, I have been informed, that the 
fcene of this coAventior) was over a bottle at Newtown, in Buekd 
conmy. Th6 y«Vi^V fa^d tlia^ Ml vvouJd go oh well enough in. 
Pennsylvania, if that davmed rafcal FetSr Porcupine couid bcT 
got rid of ; upon which young Sergeant, the lawyer, replied, that 
he would not mind (hooting me. *' Well faid, Billy!" ex- 
claimed /^/j//<?/;a»r; *' and I would ftretch the law as far as it would 
go to acquit yon.'/ If Lord K^nyo^t were td make ufe of fuch 
declarations, what would the people of England fay ? But they are^ 
Jlav^s J they know nothing of our r^fuhUcan Hhrty^ and I praiy 
God they never may 1 
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*' poor fellow up in effigy, and paraded fhrough the 
** ft reels beating the rogues march. At laft ihty 
** flopped before thepofl-office door, and burnt hint 
*• wilh repeated fhouts and huzzas. 1 am confi-. 
^' dent, if they could have found the author, ho 
*^ would have fuftered the fame fate as the effigy ; 
*^ at leaft they would have complimented him with 
" a fuit of American manufafture, extradled from. 
*^ iht lofty pine ^ and the filling taken from a ^q^ 
** You fee what the Virginians dare do — what they 
*^ do to enemies of liberty-— ^^udi I flncerely hope all 
*^ who are inimical to the caufe qf America, of 
^^ France^ may meet a fimilar reward/' 

This extract is taken from Bache's paper, No, 
1044; and the circumftances of the bale tran(a6lioi^ 
that it recounts were pretty exadtly as it defcribes 
them. The printer was exhibited as a rogue that 
merited to be hung and burnt \ and his author, if 
found, would aftually have fuffered this ignomi- 
aiious fate: and all|this for writing and publiftiing 
— what? A fenfibleeflay, adviflng the people not 
to make themfelves appear like fools and madmen, 
by adopting the f^ntaftical fopperies, or rath^ by 
ranging themfelves under i\\6 colours of a fordgn 
tuition l Will any one pretend to fay, that, in a 
country where fuch unjuft, tyrannical, and inhu- 
man proceedings could take place, and pafs unpu- 
niihed and unnoticed by the civil power ; wilj any 
one have the %ffirontery to fay, that in fuch a coun- 
try there is any thing worthy of being called the 
liberty of the prefs? But, no nlore. It is mere 
mpckery to talk of it*. 

Now, 



* In this republication I fliall add one nfiore inflancc, tdten 
from the LynMurgh Virginia Mufeum^ of Feb. 19, 1798. " The 
*' ruffian hand of difordered ignorance has been, but yefterday, 
f* threatened to be uplifted againft age, honefty, private opinion^ 
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Now, in anfwer to all this, fome precious villain, 
iSecp learned in the jargon of the Rights of Man ; or 
fome temporizing driveller from ib^ canting fehool 
of, modern repnhUcauifm \ fome infamous Bag he or 
trimming Noah Webster, will tell me that nothing 
which I have here advanced, tends to prove the prefs 
to be in thraldom. They wiil fay, that fo long as 
it remains unftiackled by the law^ fo long as the law 
does not invade its liberty, it i^free. No, it is not 
fo. The law is made to profe6iihc weak and the 
injured, as well as to puniih the guilty. The law 
which declares that a man ftiall have fuch or fuch 
a right, guarantees to him the enjoyment of that right : 
therefore, the law which fays, that ^\ the printing-' 
^' prejDesJhallhefredy^ pledges the faith and honourof 
the nation to protect hem in the exercife of their freedom ; 
^nd to fail in yielding them this protedtion, is as 
much a breach of the national faith as* the adlual 
inva^on of this freedom by the law : for where is 
the difference to the printer, whether the law itfelf 
reftrain his prefs, or fuffer it to be reftrained ? I 
think I hate a tyrant (and I think / have reqfon) as 
much as moft men do ; but I would much rather a 
tyrant fhould order my rights to be fuppreifed, than 
have them rifled from me by his tools, a brutal ^nd 
ferocious mob. 

For want of this fo necefTary protection it is, that 
the infernal French fadlion have, aided by cer- 
tain men in power in moft of the ftate governments, 
gotten the real liberty of the prefs into their poflef- 
fton, to the almoft general exclufion of their oppo- 
jients. For want of this protection it is, that the 

f? order, and law ! Will it be believed that the father of theLynch- 
^* burgh printer has been publicly menaced with the guillotine^ at 
♦* the lafi Campbell courts becaufe of opinions contained in his 
^^fon's paper! Such a daring outrage againft \ht freedom of opi* 
^ nion and the^r^, (lands unrivalled even under the moll tyran- 
f * pical dcfpptifi|i|i'* 
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friends of Federal Government have been abafhed, 
humbled, lilenced, and in many inftanccs induced!© 
$hange fides : and it is for the wartt of this prote^i-^ 
tion, that we at this moment fee fuch numbers of in-^ 
fipid, tame, and trimming papers^ which, under the 
cowardly guife of imparhahly, are a difgrace to lite* 
rature, a diftiononr tb the country, a clog to the 
government, and a curfc to the people. 

I have now, I think, and in pretty plaitl langudgid 
too, proved, that, fome way or otlier, thcliberty Of 
the American prefs has been moll fcandaloufly at- 
tacked and reftrained, notwithftanding the law de^' 
dares it Jhall he ferfealy free. What the law itfetfj 
and thofe who adminifter that lawj are capable of 
performing in this way, under the/f^^, and eiqtuil^ 
and hnient^ and humane government of poor Penn- 
fylvania, it is the obje6t of the follow irig panipbkf 
to expofe to a deceived and infatuated world; but 
more particularly to the duped inhabitants of Qreai^ 
Britain and Inland. 
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W HEN I undertook to publifli a daily paper, it was 
with the intention of annihilating, ifpomble, the' 
intriguing, wicked, and indefatigable fadtion which 
the French had formed in this country. I was fully 
aware of the arduoufnefs of the tafk, and of the in-^ 
convenience and danger to which it would expofa 
both me and niine. I was prepared to meet the raa- 
corous vengeance of eneniies in the hour of their tri- 
umph, and the coolnefs of friends in the hour of my 
peril; in Ihort, to acquire riches fecmed to me quite 
uncertain; and to be ftripped of every farthing of my 
property feemed extremely probable ; but^ let what 
would happen, I was rejolved to purfue the pbjedl 
which I had in contemplatiou, fo long as there re^ 
mained the moii diftant probability of luccefs. 

Among the dangers which prefented themfelves to 
me, thofc to be apprehended from the feverity of 
the law appeared the moll formidable; more ef- 
pecially as I happened to be fituated in the State of 
Pemifylvaniay where the government, generally 
fpeaking, was in the hands oi thofe^ who had (an4 
fometimes with great indecency) manifefted an uni- 
form partiality for the fans-culotte French, and an 
uniform oppofition to the Miniflers and meafurcs 
of the Federal Government. Thefe perfons I knew 
I had oiFepded by the promulgation of difagreeable 
truths ; and therefore it was natural that 1 Ihould 
feek for fome ftandard as a fafe rule for my condudl 
with relpeft to the liberty ofmy^refs^ 

1 Tq 
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To fet about the fl:udy of the law odihels, to wade 
through fifty volumes of myfierious tautology, was 
what I had neither time nor patience to do. The 
Englift prefs was faid io he en/laved ; but, when I 
came to confult the pra6lice of this enflaved prefs, I 
found it ftill to be far too free for me to attempt to 
follow its example. Finally, it appeared to me to 
be the fafeft way to form to myfelf fome rule founded 
on the liberty excrcifed by the American prefs, I 
concluded that I might without danger go as great 
lengths in attacking the enemies of the country,- as 
otl^ers went in attacking its friends : that ai much 
"zeal might be fhown in defending the general go- 
vernment and adminiftration, as in accufing and 
traducing them ; and that as great warmth would be 
adipiffible in the caufe of virtue, order, and reli- 
gioh, as had long been tolerated in the wicked caufe 
of villany, infurredlion, and blafphemy. Whatever 
rancour might be harboured againft me in the breafts 
of particular perfons, I depended onjhame to re- 
ftrain the arm of power from partiality ; I thought 
no ofRcei: or officers of ftate would, in this country, 
dai*e to aft towards an honeft man with a rigour 
which had never been experienced by the vileft of 
niifcreants. Alas ! «* all this I thought, and all I 
"thought was wrong;" as the foUowmg fheetsiwiU 
mdft clearly .evince. 

- Before 1 enter on the account of the groundlefs pro-j 
Iccution which this arbitrary State Government has 
compelled me to fuftain, it is ncceflary to notice 
fome fteps that were taken by my enemies previoufly 
thereto. 

Some time in the month of Augufl la{V, theSpa-» 
nifli Minifter, Don Carlos Martinez de Yrujo, ap- 
plied to the Federal Government to profecute mc 
fpr certain matters publifhed in my Gazette, againft 
himfelf, and that poor, unfortunate, and bumbled 
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mortal, Charles the Fourth, .King of Spain. The 
Government confented, and I was accordingly 
bound over, before the Honourable Judge Peters, to 
appear in the Federal Diftridl Court, which will 
meet next April. 

Of this preparatory ftep to a fair and impartial trials 
the Don was informed. But, it would fcem, the in- 
formation was far from being fatisfaSory to him; 
for he delivered in a memorial to the Federal Govern- 
ment, requeuing that the trial might come on before 
the Supreme Court of Pennfylvania, of which Court 
M^Kean is Chief Jujiice. 

This is the place to give fome account of tliis /*/- 
publican Judge. 

His grandfather was an Irifliman, who emigrates 
by the confcnt of his Majefly and twelve good and 
irue men. He himfelf was born in this State, m 
Chefter county, and was for fomc years an hoftler. 
He was fucceliivcly a Conftablc, aSheriiF, ajuflicc 
of the Peace, and a Pettyfogger; in which lafl: capa- 
city the revolutionifts found him a man fit for their 
purpofes. After having feen Majrat a Legiflator, 
and Danton a Minifter of Juftice in France, no onj^ 
will be furprifed that M'Kean ihould have become 
a Congrefs-man, and Chief Juftice of Pennfylvania, 
during the American revolution. Of the character 
he exhibited in thofe times the reader may judge by 
the following extradls from ".Smyth's Tour inthi 
United States.'' SxMyth was an old Englilh officer 
fettled in Virginia, very much attached to the royal 
caufe. He was driven from his home, taken pri- 
fbner^ and confined ^j ^ ^', merely becaufe the 
Congrefs feared the efFe/:l of his zeal and his talents- 
The cruelties he endured at Philadelphia are al- 
moft beyond imagination ; and this brings us to his 
charadcr of M*Kean, In a letter, dated Dec. 17th, 
1778, addreflied to the Congrefs, after having dcr 
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fcribed the favage treatment he and his fcl!ow-pi4- 
foners had received, and the horrid fituation in 
which they were when their dungeon was infpe6led 
by a Committee of Congrels, he fays, *^ At the 
•' fame time I rauft do three of your members the 
•* juftice to fay, that they behaved with politencfs, 
" and appeared much iTiocked at our treatment i 
•* but the injurious, cruel meafures of the perfecut- 
^* ing, violent incendiary M'Kcan, overpowered mo- 
*' deration and humanity." Thus has he ever been. 
It was he vyho was guilty of the legal murder com- 
mitted on the two Quakers, Roberts and Car- 
lisle : he has been a perfecutor of this inoffen- 
iive (eel from that day to this : he was the princi- 
pal promoter of all the cruel laws and confifcations 
in Pennfylvania, and he now lives in a conjifcated 
hoiife. He was, in a word, the FouauiER TinvillA 
of America. His private chara6ler is infamous. 
He beats his wife, and fhe beats him. He ordered 
a wig to be imported for him by Mr. Kid, refufed 
to pay for it, was fued before the Mayor's Court; 
the difpute was referred to the Court of Njfi Priits\ 
where (merely for want of the original invoice^ 
which Kid hadlofl) the Judge came off vidlorious ! 
He is a notorious drunkard. The whole bar, one 
lawyer excepted, figned a memorial, ftating, that 
fo great a drunkard was he, that, after dinner ^ per^ 
Jon and property were notfafe in Pennsylvania. He 
has been horfe whipped in the City Tavern, and 
kicked in the ftreet for his infolence to particular 
perfons ; and yet this degraded wretch is Chief Juftice 
of the State! Why the Spanifh Mitiifter wai 
anxious to get Porcupine tried before him is plain. 
It was well known that he harboured a mortal ran- 
cour againft him for the juft cenfure he had received 
at his hands ; and it is now known, that this very 
Spanilh Miniflcr, a moft contemptibbic animal, is 

to 
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io ht married )o his daughter ! Thcie were the rea- 
rpns,.why th^ Federal Government were requefted 
to fuffer the caufe. to be tried before M^Kean, and 
why a new profecution was fet on foot. 

If 'thfs pamphlet ihould ever be read by the people 
of England, 1 befeech them to compare the charac- 
tec q£ this, republican Judge with that of their own- 
Judges. 

To return from this digreffion. Thus foiled in 
the grand obje6l, a new fcrutiny was, without much 
regard to decency, fet on foot ; new pretended li- 
Jbels were hunted out ; and an application to profe- 
cute Bne was made to the Government of Pennfyl- 
vania* It is hardly neceflary to fay that confent waa- 
ijjecdily obtained. A bill of indidlnjent was pre- 
pared by the Attorney General of the State, and a 
warrant, of which the following is a copy, was if- 
fued to feize me :• 

PcnnfylvJBia, ff. 

Th« Cprnmonwealth of Pennfylvania to the; 
-'""^ Sheriff of the county of Philadelphia, to the 

(Scal.j Conftables of the city of Philadelphia, and to 
>^w^ ail other ouit miniders and officers within our. 

faid city and county. Greeting. 
Forafmiich as the Clnef Judice of ou& Supreme Court is givea^ 
to underfland by the information, teftimony, and complaint of 
credible pcrfons, that William Cobbett, of the city of Philadel- 
phia, printer, is the printer and pubhfher of certain infamous and 
wi^^d libels again(k his Catholic Majeily the King of Spain, thc' 
Cbevalicr Charles Martinez de Yrujo, Envoy Extraordinary and- 
Minifter Plenipotentiary of his faid Catholic Majefty to the United 
8tiBtes of America, and of the Spanifh nation, contained in public* 
journals or newfpapers, called Porcupine's Gazette, aum*- 
Q^fs 1^44 12$, izi, 127, 1^6, 160, 163^ and 180, in the faid 
citv of Philadelphia, tending to defame tl^ faid King, Envoy and 
Minifter, and the fubje6ts of the faid King, to alienate their affec- 
^^lotffr ANi> REG Aft Dyr^m the Government and citizens of the United' 
States of America m^ of us, to excite them to hatred| hoftilities^. 
and*war againft the faid United States : 

.Tfaei^fore we command . you,, andxvery of you, that fomc or 
oac of.^oy attach the faid William Cobbett, fo that you 

have 
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have him as foon as he can betaken before our faid Chief Jufficei 
to anfwer us of the premifes, and be further dealt withal ac- 
cording to law : — And have yoii there then this precept, Witneft 
the Honourable"*^ Thomas M*Kean, Dbdtor of Laws, Chief Juf» 
tice of OUR Supreme Court at Philadelphia, the eighteenth dajr of 
November, in the twenty-fecond year of the independence of the 
United States of America, and in the year of our Lord one thouv 
fand feven hundred and ninety-feven. 

Thomas M'Kxak. 
True Copy. * 

Jos, Thomas^ 1 
Nov. i8, 1797. J 



If I did not well know that all inflruments of thi9 
kind, coming from under the hand and fealofa 
republican JuJge^ are, by privilege immemorial^ ex- 
empted from the laih of criticifm, I Ihould moft cer- 
tainly be tempted to try my hand on the warrant. — 
For inftance : the Commonwealth is called us ; and 
this may be proper enough, as the Commonwealth, 
in the modern cant, means the citizens thereof. But, 
what Ihall we make of the paflage where it is faid, 
that I endeavoured to alienate the afFedlions of the 
Spaniards from the citizens of the United States, and 
ofvs; that is, from the citizens of the United 
States, and from the citizens of vsi and this laft fen- 
tence means, from the citizens of the citizens of the 
Commonwealth ! In the name of mercy what is all 
this ? Is the form intended to convey a notion, that 
the citizens of Pennfylvania h^Lve other titize^is under 
their control and government ; or that the citizens 
of the Commonwealth are their own citizens, and that 
WE govern us ? — A projedlor fome few years ago 
received 3, pize ?7iedal hom the Philofophical Society^ 
of Philadelphia, for having invented an ^//^riA??!* 
^ • • ■ ■ ^ ::«Ji:.:;lil*^ 

^ Repuilicanf^ you fee, can take titles as well as other people, 

iangua^tn 



NOVEMBER, 1797. fjy 

language, 1 wonder if this warrant be i, fpecimca 
of it. 

But, let tis return to more folid matter. 

The trifling circumftances attending an arreft and 
giving bail, are fcarcely worth relating i but, forae- 
times, trifling circumftances ferve to convey a more 
correft idea of the character of the parties concerned 
in a tranfadlion, and to guide the re^er to a more 
juft appreciation of their motives, than the longeft 
and moft laboured general account of their con- 
dua. 

The Sheriff (whofe civility and candour I have 
every reafon to applaud) came to my houfe for the 
firfi time at twelve o*clock ; and he was ordered to 
have me before the Judge at half pa/i one. Thank 
God I am not verfed in arrefts ; but, I believe, this 
is the firft time that a man profecuted for a libel 
was pinned down to the fliort fpace oi an hour and a 
halfio prepare for going out and to procure himfelf 
bail. The Englifli reader, (for this pamphlet Ihall 
ho read in England) will obferve, that this Govern- 
ment of Pennsylvania is that which is everlafl:ingly 
bpafting of the mildnefs and humanity of its laws. 

I was not fo deflitute of friends as, perhaps, the 
Judge expected I was. Bail was procured, and we 
were before him at the appointed time. 

He aflced us to fit down. I, feated myfelf on one 
fide of the fire, and he on the other. After he had 
talked on for fome time to very little pufpofe (at 
leaft, as to the effeft his talk produced on me), he 
Ihowed me certain newfpapers, and aflced me if/ 
had printed and fuUiJhed them. . To this 1 replied, 
that the law did not require me to ati/wer any qmftiotu ;^ 
in thatjiage of the hu/mefs ; and that, therefor e, IJkovid 
not do it. At this reply, though a very prudent and 
a very proper one, ^* he waxed exceeding wrotb.'^' 
Pe inftantly ordered me to gfet off my chair, and 

TOL.vu* z ilai^d 
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ftand up before him, though he himfclf had invitedl 
me to lit down- This fpecies of refentmcnt, {o be- 
coming in a Judge^ excited in my mind no other 
fentiment than that whieh I dare fay it has already 
excited in the mind of the reader. 

The next document, which follows in due courfe, 

is THE BILL OF INDICTMENT ; the IGNORAMUS Bill of 

Indiflment. — Go over it with attention, I befeech 
thee, reader ; or elfe, take my word for it, you will 
be juft as wife when you have done as you arc now. 
You muft have your eyes well about you ; keep a 
fliarp look-out for parcnthefes and quotations; and 
above all, you muft hold your breath to the bottom of 
a paragraph \ if you can't do this, you will no 
more underfland it than you would the croaking of 
a frog, or the cackling of a goofe. — Therefore, again 
I fay, attention ! 

OYER AND TERMINER; November Seffions, 1797. Phi- 
ladelphia County, if. 

The Grand Inqueft of the ComnK)nwealth of Pennfylvania, 
upon their oaths and afHrmations refpe£tively, DO present. That 
William Cobbett, late of the city of Philadelphia, in the 
county of Philadelphia, Yeoman, being a perfon of a wicked and 
turbulent difpolition, and malicioufly defigntng and intending t9 
vilify and detame the perfon, character, and government of his Ca- 
tholic Majefty, Charles the Fourth, King of Spain, and to difturb and 
deilroy the peace and amity and concord n(m) happily fuhjijltng be* 
tween the fame and the United States of An>erica ; and alio to rilify 
and defame the peifon and character of Don Carlos lilartinez dc 
Yrujo, the Miniiler Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary from 
his Catholic Majefty, the faid King of Spain, to the United StateSt 
ON the feventeenth day of July, in the year of our Lord one thou* 
fand feven hundred and ninety -feven, at the city of Philadelphia^ 
in the county aforefaid, wickedly and malicioufly did print and 
publifli, and caufe to be printed and publifhed, a z^tXsSxifcandahus^ 
falfe. and malicious libel, of and concerning his Catholic Majefly 
the laid King of Spain, and of and concerning the faid Don Carlot 
Martinez de Yrujo, the faid Minifter Plenipotentiary and Envojf 
Extraordinary from his faid Majefly to the United States, in a cer*^ 
tain newfpaper called Poucupine's Gazette, which £ud ne^ 
paper was tnen and there printed and publilhed by the faid Wil* 
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iXAM CoB^ETT, and in the form of obfcrvations figned by An OUL 
Soldier^ and directed ana addrelTed for Porcupine's Gazette ;. 
lA which faid libel are contained, among other things and exprejjums^ 
divers of falfe, feigned, fcandalous, and malicious matters, ac* 
cording to the tenour following, to wit: — *• Ever Jmce Spain bos 
•* ieen governed by Princes of the Bourhon family^ the.Spjonilh pflmf 
** has been difgraced in peace and in ^wari every important, meafitrt- 
** has been directed by the crooked politics of Franco.^^Tbit comu^ioftp 
** lik' the obfiene harpies of oldy contaminates vjbatever it Jouches^. 
** But nearer has- this been fo confpicuous as in the frefmt reign, and. 
** more efpc daily at the prefent period* The degenerate Prince th4ft( 
•' nO'W fiAjays the Spanijh Jceptre*' [thereby m^anmghisCatholiicMa* 
jefty, the faid King of Spam], ^^^Ijom the JfVfaei?" [the French Re- 
public meaning] '-''have kept on the throne merely as a trophy of t^xir 
** power ^ or as the butt of their infolence^ feems deflitute not only of- 
*' the dignity of a King^ but of the common virtues of a mant not- 
*' content with allying himfelfto the murderers of a benevolent Prince^ 
'* ij^ho was the flower of bis family y he^* [his Catholic Majcfty, the 
faid King of Spain, meaning] ^^ has become the fupple tool of all tbeir^^ 
[the faid French Republic meaning] ^^ mofl^ nefarious folitics. 
** As the Sovereign^' [his Catholic Majefty, th^f^idKing oi Spaitv 
meaning] *' is at home^fo is the Minifter abroad^* [meaning the faud 
Don Carlos Martinez de /Yrnjo, the faid Minifter Plenipoten^ 
tiary and Envoy Extraordinary from his faid Catholic Majefty^ 
the laid King of Spain, to the United States]. *' The one'** [mean* 
ing his Catholic Majefty, the faid King ot Spain] *^ is governed 
like a dependant^ by the, nod of the five defpots at Paris; and the 
otbcr" [meaiiing the faid Don Carlos Martinez de Yrujo, the faid 
Minifter Plenipotentiary from his faid Catholic Majefty] ** by the 
** dire^ions of the French agents in America. Becauft thofe infidel 
•* tyrants^* [the French Republic and their agents meaning] ** bad 
** thought proper to rob and infult this country and its Government^ 
*' and we have thought proper^ I am forry to add, to fubmit to it^ the 
*' obfequious imitati've Don* [the faid Don Carlos Martinez dc 
Yrujo meaning) **/w»^ attempt the fame y in order to participate in 
*' the guilty and lejjen the infamy of his mafters** [the French 
Republic and their agents meaning]. 

And also, the faid William Cobb ett did then and thcrc> 
in the fame newfpaper, and conneded with the libel aforefaid, 
print and publifti the faife, feigned, fcand.ilous, and malicious 
words and matters, according to the tenour following, to wit a 

*' in the prefent ftate of things^ the inde. endence of the United 
** States is little more tlmn aJhadow\ it'* [t t independence of the 
United States meaning] "/j really not worth vuhat it cofi to acquire 
*' and fupport it ; and unlefs a flop can be put to the progrefs of fac" 
*♦ tion and foreign interference^^ [ihe interference of the faid Don 
Charles Martinez de Yrujo, and theGovernmenr ot his faid Catbo* 
Jic Majefty, meaning], ^^ infijead of a blefmg^ it"* ^the iiMepeDdenc« 

zi of 
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of the tJnit€^ S(«ie5 meaning] ^^'vuill ere long he a hurden^ vjlnch weM 
*• the 'uaffhls of Prt^gia wouU not take off our hands as a gift/* 

And the G^afid Inqneft aforefaid^ upon their oaths and affirm* 
attonf atore&id, do further presekt, That the faid Wil- 
li am Cob fifBTT, being as aforefaid, and defigning and intending 
fli aferefaid, on the twenty-fonrth day of July, in the year afore- 
fitki, at the city and countv aforeiaid, wickcrdly and maltcioufly 
did print and pnMiihi and caufe to be printed and publifhed, a 
certain other felfe, fcandalous, and malicious libel, 'of and coo- 
dsrning the fatd Don Carlos Martinez de Yrujo, the faid Minifter 
Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinaiy from the faid King of 
Spain to the &id United State^-, in the form of a communication ; in 
which faid iaft-itiemioned libel are contained the falfe, fcandalous, 
and malicious matters and things, according to the tenour following, 
to wit : '* After fmcb examples, ho%\3 can it he 'wondered at, that an 
** a^utriifettutU jb9Uld affiar in our fuhlic prints^ gi'^i^g notice of a 
^fmhtdUng e^fftgmnent 9/ his ejlate hy a Memher of Congrefs in the w- 
•• cimty rftht capital^ for the purpofe of defrauding bis creditors^ or 
^^ that 9ur peofie fioild join the French marauders^ and pillage tb$< 
** property and threaten the lives of their defencelefs countrymen^ under 
^ the flag of theft pirates^ or that we** [the people of the United 
States mc^aning J '^ arefo ahufed andhumhled as tofuhmit with patience 
•* to the fuhlic infults of a frivolous Spaniard^ half Don and half 
•* Sans^culottef^ [meaning thereby the faid Don Carlos Martinez 
de Yi*uJo, Minifler Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary, as 
aforelaid.] 

AnId the Grand Inaueft aforefaid, upon their oaths and affirm- 
ations aforefaid, further do prefent, That the faid Wilhami 
CoBBETT, being as aforefaid, and defigning and intending as 
aforefaid, On the thirty-firft day of July, in the year aforefaid, 
at the city and within the county aforefaid, wickedly and ma- 
Kdoufly did print and publi(h, and caufe to be printed and pub- 
lifhed, a certain other falfe, fcandalous, and malicious libel, ot and 
concerning the faid King of Spain, and of and concerning the fsud 
Don Martinez de Yrujo, the faid Miniftcr Plenipotentiary and Envoy 
Extraordinary of the faid King of Spain to the faid United States ; 
in which faid lad-mentioned libel, among other things, divers 
£dfe, fcandalous, and malicious matters are contained, according 
lo the tenour following, to wit : *' ff^bat will bis magnanimous Mk* 
^jeftyfay^ wben^ hy tberefuli of Don Tarico^s** [the faid Don Carlos 
Martinez de Yrujo meaning] ^^confpiracy with Blount*^ [meaning a 
eonfpiracy, or crime, forwhich William Blount, heretofore a 
Senator of the United States, was impeached by the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives of the United States, and expelled from the Se- 
nate thereof], ^^ and bis appeal to the people^ and this political pupped* 
[thefakl Don Carlos Martinez dexrujo meaning] ^^Jhall have 
•* hronghi. 0n a war ntiuth America : when the fandard of lihertf 
^^JmllUfti(fkrtedontheIJlhmusofparien^ thenhisMajefly'^ [his faid 
CatholicMijefl^, the Kin^,pf Spain^ meaning] *• may perhaps find the 

^^freehom 
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^ freehom foHS of America are not that dajiardly race of conxjards^ 
•• lubicb thefuhmij/ion to the infults ofhis^^ [the faid King of Spaii| 
meaning] " treacherous and piratical ally* [the Republic of France 
meaning] " had taught him to believe them ;" — ^to the great fcandal 
and iniamy of his Catholic Majeily the King of Spaini of his 
Government, and the faid Don Carlos Martinez de Yrujo, Minif- 
ter Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary from his faid Catho* 
lie Majeily the faid King of Spain, to the evil and pernicious 
example of all others in the like cafe offending againft the a^ of 
AiTembly in fuch cafe made and provided, and againft the peace 
imd dignity of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania. 

jAiL£D lN6Hft«OtL, 

WITNESSES, 

* Hon. Thomas M'Kean, Efq. fw. exd. 
Dr. Charles Caldwell^ fw, exd. 
Dr. John R. Coxe, fw. exd. 

William Bradford, fw.exd. 

William Mitchell, fvir. exd. 

Isaiah Thomson, fw. exd. 

Patrick Del any, ivf^ exd. 

Ezra Serjeant, at frefent in Firginia^ tberefon 

cannot he examinedm 
Stagey Budd, afHrmed, exd. 

Archibald Bartram, afiirmed, exd« 



IGNORAMUS. 

WitLiAM CoATS| Foreman* 

I Edward Burd, Protbonotary of the Supreme Court of th^ 
Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, and Clerk of the Courts of 
Oyer and Terminer and general Gaol Delivery, holden before the 
Juftices of the Supreme Court for the faid Commonwealth, hereby 
certify, that the^tbregoinglheets contain a true copy of a Bill pre- 
fcnted to the Grand Jury, at a Court of Oyer and Terminer and 
general Gaol DeMvenr, holden before the faid Juftices, on the 
<wenty-feventh day or November laft, for the county of PhiladeU 

* Thus the Judge himfelf was one of the witneflcs againft me. 
The three perfons whofe names follow his, were known to be my 
mortal enemies ; and for the reft, they dipped into the bofom oi 
my own family I -mmW^s this ever done in England? — ^No, no, no; 
Ijever, never ! 

?a pWa» 
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phia, and that tKe faid fiijl was returned ignoramus by the faif 
Grand Jury. 



(seal.) 



In witnefs whereof I have hereunto fet my hand, 
?ind affixed the feal ot* the Supreme Court at 
Philadelphia, the feventh day of December, in the 
year of our Lord mdccxcvii, 

Edw. Bued, Ch CourU 



The followmg is a hiST of the Grand Jury. 
For the BUI Againji It. 

WILLIAM COATS, FRAWCIS GURNET, 

THOMAS FORREST, RQ^RRT WHARTON, 

PETER BROWN, PET{.|t MIERCKEN, 

WIf LIAM ROBINSON, JOHN WHITEHEAD, 

IJATHAN BOYS, DANIEL KING, 

ISAAC FRAKKS, SAMUEX, WHEELER, 

^SAAC WORRELL, JOHN C. STOCKER, 

GEORGE LOGAN, JOHN HOLMES, 

W1I,J,IAM PENROSE, JACOB SERVOSS, 

ROBERT MORRIS. 

Tills Bill of Indiflracnt, however infignificant 
it may be in itfelf, has already made confiderablc 
noifeinthe worlds and it will yet make a great 
deal more. Papers of this fort generally travel 
from the Court to the Clerk's office, and there they 
lodge in eternal flecp. But this Bill is certainly 
deftined to another fate. Neptune will lend his 
waves, and iEolus his winds, to conduct it over 
the deep. It will fee climes that the inventors 
of it never faw, nor ever will fee. Little did they 
imagine, that they were becoming authors^ and 
authors of fuch celebrity too, as, if it plcafc God, 
I will render them. 

Tlie identical copy of this precious document of 
liberty, which I received from the Clerk's office, 

ilamped 
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fiamped with the arms of poor Pennfylvania, I 
Ihall fend to London by the next packet, addrcfTed 
to Mr. Reeves's Loyal Society of the Crown and 
Anchor. When they are infefted with the reformifts^ 
or any other noify gang of iiberty-men^ they will 
have nothing to do but fhow them this Bill, and lay, 
" Here, you difcontented dogs, is this what you are 
*^ barking after ? If it be, go to that frte country, 
*^ America." I am much miftaken if the bare 
iight of it would not make more converts iQ tlieir 
caufethan all the means that tlieir talents and their 
laudable zeal have hitherto invented or employed. 
It is a fample of the liberty which the difafFe(!fted in 
Britain are lighing after; and they- would exclaim 
with the old miller in the fable, ^* If luch is the 
^^ fample, what mult 1>e the //^^^ /** 

The charges coiatained in the Bill of lndii(9tment 
lie buried in fuch a multitude of words which mean 
nothing, or at leaft nothing to the purpofe, that 
they are very difficult to be underftood. Some one 
fays of a man extremely verbofe in his converlation^ 
that ^* his wit is like three grains of wheat in a bufhel 
^^ ofchafF;" and exa6lly the fame may with truth be 
fatd of the meaning of this Bill. The three libels^ 
as they are called, may all be contained in a quar- 
ter of a page, whereas the Bill is fwelled out 
to three or four pages. Let us, then, lift out 
the three grmns of wheats leaving the chaff be- 
hind. 

The beft way of doing this, and of enabling the 
reader to form a corredl judgment both as to their 
import and their tendency, will be to lay before him 
the three publications (in which they are to be 
found) entire and undiftorted, marking the pretend- 
ed libellous parts in italics. 

z 4 L Ft 
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I. From the Porcupine of iph July, 1797^ 
For Porcupine's Gazette *. 

Ever Jivce Spain has heen governed hy Princes of the B$uri9nfit>* 
mily^ the Spanijh name has heen dif graced^ in peace and in war : evetj^ 
important mecjure has heen d/re^ed ty the crooked poUtics of France* 
^his connexion^ like the ohfcene harpies of old^ contaminates mobat'^ 
€ver it touches. But never has this heen fo confpicuous as in the prf 
fent reign f and more efpecially at the prefent period. The degenerate 
Frince that nowfiuays the Spanijh fceptre^ tvhom the French have kepi 
9n the throne^ merely as a trophy of their power ^ or as the hutt cf their 
infolence^ feems deftitute not only of the dignity of a King^ hut of the 
common virtues of a man : tiot content with allying himfelf to th^ 
murderers of a benevolent Prince^ who was the flower of his family^ 
he has become the fupple tool of all their mof nefarious politics. As 
the Sovereign is at home^ fo is the Minifter abroad: the one is govern" 
id^ like a dependant^ by the nod of the five dejpots at Paris^ and the 
0ther by the direiiion of the French agents in America. Becaufe thofe 
infidel tyrants had thought proper to rob and infult this country and its 
Government i emdvjc have thought proper ^ I am forty to a dd^ to fub* 
mit to it J the ohfequious imitative Don mufi attempt the fame, in or^. 
der to participate in the guilt , and lejffen the infamy of his mafiers.^^ 
Surely, if a revolutipn is ever to be recomniended, it is when a 
Frince thus entails ruin and difgrace on himfelf and his people, as 
Charles the Fourth has done by this alliance with the regicide Di« 
rc<ftory of France, Befidcs what fhe paid to purchafe a difhonour* 
able peace, Spain has already loft large fums in fpecie,* a confider* 
able part of her uavy, and a very valuable iiland ; and if fhe per- 
fift in her prelent (hipid fyflem ot obedience, without claiming the 
fecond light of a Scotchman, I will pronounce her ruin inevitable. 
Nothing is wanted but a conjoint operation between Great Britain 
and the United States, to open a way to all the riches of Mexico ; 
and however Spain may deceive herfelf, it is not all the crooked 
manoeuvres of French and American Jacobins, who are as much 
her enemies as ours, that can long prevent it. Events are point- 
ing, with the cleamefs of a funbeam, to the abfolute, irretiftibie 
receffity of fuch a coalition. The bale fubfidized agents of France 
cannot long check the juft refentment, or reiifl the meafures of a 
high-fpirited and free people, who fcorn^d to receive the law from 
freemen, and will never lubmit to receive it from flaves. The 
proud-fpirited men of '76, that encountered dangers far more tremeii* 



* I would have the reader perufe thefe libels with attention^ 
They contain folemn truths, that cannot be too well under*^ 
ftood,, 
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dous than any that now prefeni themfelves, will burft out with 
the greater violence, for being lo long reftrained, and, fpreading 
from north to fouth, will beat down all oppofition. The ftrength of 
this Government is great, in its various refoarces, as well as in the 
afie6tion of all its citizens (a few bafe profligates excepted) ; and 
nothing but the want of an union of councils, and an exceffive 
love of peace, has hitherto prevented our enemies from feeling it. 
We hold the fate of the French and Spanifh Weft Indies in our 
hands ; and without having rccourfe to the infernal pra6tice of the 
French, the arming of flaves againft their mafters, we are able, 
nvith a fmall naval aid, to revolutionize all the kingdom of 
Mexico. But with this refpe6t ability of ftrength and charader, it 
has bceR the unhappy fate of this Government to fubmit to viola- 
tions and indignities, almofl without example ; and this has been 
owing as much to the tamenefs of its friends, as to the audacity of 
its enemies ; for while thefe have been united and perfevering, as 
all confpirators are, thofe have been torpid, and without any union 
or combination of efforts. — In the prefentjiate of things^ the indc 
fendenceof the United States is little more than ajhadcnx) ; // is really 
not ijoortb what it cojl to acquire andfupport it : andunlefs ajlopcatt 
he put to theprogrcfs of faction and foreign interference^ inflead of a 
ilejpngy it lAjillere long he a burden^ wuhich even the vajjals of Prvffla 
nmuld not take off our hands as a gift. — I remember what the Tories 
prophefied at the clofe of the revolution war : ** The prorpe£^,'' 
laid they, ** that now looks fo bright, will foon be darkened by 
** clouds, heavier than any that have yet hiing over you. Your 
** Government will be torn by civil factions, and you will be tofled 
** to and fro, like a tennis-ball, by the contending nations of Eu^ 
<* rope. France, which you now hug as an ally and equal, will 
** corrupt your citizens, and foment divifions among them ; by 
♦* which your Government will be fo weakened, that it will not 
*• dare to oppofe her ambitious defigns. She can never forget her 
** being expelled from this country with difgrace, n^r will ftie 
♦* fail to improve the firft opportunity to recover fomc part of it-** 
— ^This is almoft fulfilled in the prefent unfortunate ftate of things; 
but the cafe is not without a remedy^ if prompt decilion and finn- 
nefs are adopted, on the part of Government and its influential 
friends. To thefe the great body of the well-affe£ted citizens look 
for an example. They feel the wounds of their country, they re- 
fent them, and, if properly led, would fpeedily avenge them. They 
fear neither the foreign enemy, nor the daftardly traitors among 
themfelves, but would rejoice in an opportunity of facrificing to 
both their much injured and infulted country. — In what confifts 
the principal ftrength of France ? It is in the poifcm of her prin- 
ciples among the mob, and corruption of her money among re* 
|>els and parricides. Thefe have been the bafe diabolical arts, by 
which (he has done as much as by her arms ; and miferable ha^ 
^en the fate of all thofe countries^ where they have not been fea- 

fenably 
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fonably and X-igoroufly oppofed. If, after fo many examples M 
teach us, we continue to fold our arms, and wrapourfelves up in 
an imagined fccurity, our turn will come next ; and we (hall add 
one more to the gloimiy catalogue of the tributaries of France.— 
Therefore, Jet the friends of their country and its Go¥crnaient 
aflbciate at this critical jundture, tofupport the conftituted autbo- 
jrities, and to oppofe their enemies by fpirited and united efforts. 
While traitors and foreign emiffaries are daily infulting the chief 
roagiftratc by virulent and inflammatory publications ; when the 
Miniileraof France and Spain, forgetting common decency, ob- 
trude their appeals on the people, in order to miflead the igno- 
rant ; it is the duty of all thoie who condemn fuch criminal con- 
dud to declare their refolulion to oppofe it. 

An Old Soldier. 



11. From the Porcupine of 24th Jiily^ 1797. 

Communication^ — American Morals, — To every reflei^ting minc^ 
a review of the events which have taken place among fome great 
political actors in the United States within a few years paft, muft 
be attended with extreme grief, mortification, and apprehenfion — 
with, grief, for the great depravity and corruption ot morals which 
•hey raanifeft — with mortification,, as they affed the honour and 
purity of the American charaAer — and with ferious apprehenfion 
©f the confequences which may refuk from, the influence of I0 
many examples of an abandonment of incegrity, not among the 
commonalty, for vice in the vulgar clafles is to be met with every 
where, but in high and exalted (lations, and in perfons feledted by 
their fellow«citizens to fill oflices of great trufr,. diflindtion, and 
confidence. — When we behold a Secretary of State, in whom 
pride alone fliould have fupplied the place of virtue, on account 
«)f the emiiient and diftinguiflied family from whom he was de- 
fcended, and with whom he was related, bafely forfaking his duty^ 
meanly offering himfelf for a purchafe, and bartering his countsy 
tor the gold of an intriguing foreigner ; when we we a great di- 
plomatic character return from an embafly in which he betrayed 
the beft interefts of his country ta the politics of an infidious na- 
tiotky and humbling the American people by liflening to a public 
abufe of them, careffed, feafled, and juftified by the flrfl olicers 
in the Government ; when a Member of the Senate of the United 
States is dete(fte<i in debauching the fidelity oi the public fervants, 
and in plottinj^ fchemes of ambition and dcfperate enterprife, tcnd- 
ii>g to commit the peace of his country ; when it is now notorious 
that Reprefcotativcs of the People in Congrefs were inflrumental in 
fomenting and encouraging the late infurre(5lion in the Weft, and . 
that the principles of the chief magillrate oF the State in which it 
luihappily appeared, were fo much fufpedled of difaffedlion, and 
jbis attachmi&nt to the country fo queitionable» that it was found 

unfafe 
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^nfafe to confide its fuppreffion to his hands ; when, in fa(5^, this 
very man, his family, and his friends, were difcovered in apply* 
ing to their own purpofes, without form, and without fecurity, 
large fums of money placed under the guardianfliip of a public in- 
ftitution ; when the prefident and cafliier of an extenfive bank in 
the capital, and a principal officer in another bank in a great fouth- 
crn fea-|K)rr, conne(ft£d with a man not long (iace in an elevated 
fituation, are found betraying their trufts, and embezzling tho 
property they were paid to protect ; 'when a Judge ttf the Pleas is 
publicly detehed in Jbop-lifting ; when an officer in a confpicuous 
ftarionin thecoUtftion of the revenue is difmifled for delinquency} 
when a merchant, lately a member of the national legiflature, the 
firft fome years paft in a commercial character, has wantonly en- 
gaged in the wildeft fchemss of Ipeculation and expenfe, and is ia 
connexion with a man whofe high reputation had called him to aa 
elevated office of control and fuperintendcnce, involving in their 
.owji fall, more families in general and pungent diftrefs, than jl 
thouland banTci uptcleshad ever produced ; when an Affiliate Judge 
/of the Supreme Court is held in dureiTe, for an immenle debt, con- 
tracted in vifionary plans of perfonal aggrandizement ; when time 
has brought to light, that a profound philofopher and ftatelman, 
whofe fame had filled Europe and Airierica, meanly and traitor- 
oufly cohlented, in the very moment of public enthufiafm, when 
thefe States had juft achieved their independenre, to place it ia 
the hands of trance, without condition, ,and without control ; 
in fine, when we view the lecond niagilhate in the United States^ 
the prefiding head of an indc-pendent branch of GoKemment^ 
ererfing the ftandard of oppofition, rallying round it a hoft of 
malcontents, and taking a pofition as the chief of a faction; 
when wefee him openly vindicating the infults and aggreffions of 
a foreign nation, purpofely miftatmg the political fituation and feo- 
timents of the country in correfpondence with a diilant (Iranger, 
and courted by the plunderers and enemies of America : when aU 
thefe (hamefnl and degrading circumftances are reviewed, what are 
we to think of our republican morals ? Well may we exclaim witli 
the confeflbr Fauchet, " If this people are thus early decrepit, 
** what may we expert in their old age !" — The hillory of the moii 
corrupt nation, and the moft defpotic or degenerate monarchy in 
Europe, cannot produce a like number of inftances of fuch Scan- 
dalous, criminal, and traitorous condud in their public function- 
aries, it may be fafely affirmed, even in the laple of a century, 
. After fuch examples^ honv can it he wondered at^ that an advertife" 
mentfhould appear in our public prints^ S^'^l'^g notice of ajnvindling 
affignmfnt of his efiate^ hy a Member of Con^refs in the vicinity oftfjg 
fapitaif for thepurpofe of defrauding his creditors ; or that our people 
jhould join the French marauders^ and pillage the property ^ and 
threaten the lives of their defencelefs countrymen^ under the flag of 
Jfiiije pirates ; or that iveare fo abufed and humbled as tofubmit *iviti 

fatiei^i 
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patience to the public infults of a frivolous Spaniard^ half Dcft^ and 
half Sans'culotte * ? A. B, 



III. From the Porcupine of ^ifi July^ ^797* 
From the Gazette of the United States. 

Anecdote. — From the Bourdeaux *' Journal dti Jaumaux^'-^ 
When the Court of Madrid found itfetf compelled by the moil 
imperious neceffity to make peace with the French Republic, it was 
uecelTary to make the King fenfible of the impoiSbility of conti* 
»uing the war, and to refign himfelf to the facrifices impofed by 
the treaty of peace. ** 1 thought," faid the aftonifhed Moaarch, 
•'that we had always beaten the French/* What "Mill his ma^nanimou$ 
Majejly fay^ ijohen by the refult of Don Tarico^s eonf piracy with 
Blount^ and his appeal to the people^ this political puppet fhM have 
l^rought on a war with America ? When thefiandard of liberty fball 
It unfurled on the Ifihmus of Darien^ then bis Majefly may ferbap$ 
find that thefreeborn fons of America an not that daflardfy race ef 



* This paragraph was fent me by a merchant of this cky ; k 
' contains fome hoiTid charges — A treacherous Ambajfader^ a Secre* 
tary of State offering his country for fale^ a Senator doing the fame 
things a Governor implicated in the affair^ a Governor defrauding 
m bank^ a Judge in durejje for a f'windUng debt^ a Judge caught 
thievingy &c. One would have thought that thefe things fhould 
kave attracted attention, and much more ferious attention, thaa^ 
calling the Spanifli Minifter ** half Von and half SanS'Culotte.^ 
Uut, no : thefe things could have been proved) and though truth is 
a libelf and I might, perhaps, have been punifhed, yet the trial 
could have been publiflied, with all the damning faSls along with 
k ; and this would not have been quite fo convenient. It would 
not have done great honour to republicanifm. It wotild have fiir- 
nifhed a dangerous handle to malicious royallfis. People would 
yeally have begun to doubt of republican Jtmplicity and purity ; and 
therefore no notice was taken of thefe things. But this was 
ihallow work. Could they imagine, that I would fufier them to be 
thus fmothered ? Did they think that there was not one drop of 
Englifli blood remaining in my veins ? If they did, they now fee 
their error. I will never ceafe, till 1 have rendered their infamy 
as notorious in other countries, as it is in this. 

I again repeat, that this libel^ as it is called, was written by an 
American^ and no^jj (in i8oo) I will add the name of that Ameri* 
c^ : it was John ^itgreavesy Ix other of that -Samuel Sitgrcavd 
who was one of the famous Board of CommiiSoner^ for the fettle* 
anent of Britiih debts. 

c6nvofdlf^ 
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.ecfioMfds^ which their fulmijjton to the infults of hh .treacherous and 
piratical ally had taught him to helien^e them. And when Don 
Manuel de Godoy, Prince de la Paz, fliall come before the mag- 
nanimous Monarch, and, with his finger in his month, tell him 
that it has become neceffary to preferve the valuable mines <of 
Peru, the extenlive territory of Amazonia, Paraguay, Chili, and 
in Ihort all South America, by the furrender of all pofTellions on 
this fide the Ifthmus of Darien, it is much to be doubted if the 
Monarch, inilead of tacitly admitting the argument of *' imperi- 
ous neceffity,** will not kick the fublime Prince of Peace from hii 
prefence, and, turning his attention to the origin of fo great evik, 
will allot a berth to Don Yarico in that commodious habitatioa 
where his reipe^able prcdcceflbr is fo well accommodated ; all the 
good he has done to Spain by his tranJUuion of Smithes li^ealth of 
KaHons^ to the contrary notwithftanding. 

Thefc, reader, are the three publications, for 
which, under the free and equal government of 
Pennfylvania, I have been haraffed with a crhmrud 
profecution ; for which (belides the expenfe infe- 
parable from all law concerns) I have been fubjedled 
to the infamy of an arreft, and have been dragged 
from my home^ to the injury of my affairs, and the 
great alarm of my wife and family- 

I would not infult the refpedlable gentlemen who 
compofed the majority of the Grand Jury, or the 
good fenfe of the reader, by an attempt of mine to 
prove that nothing contained in thefe publications is 
of a libellous nature. If thefe are libels, there is 
no book, facred or profane, which might not be con- 
firued into a libel. Every hiftory contains libel 
upon libel againft Kings, Queens, and Minifters. If 
thefe are libels, who is fafe ? In fuch a ftate of 
things a man may draw down the putiijhment of a 
murderer on himfelf while he is faying his prayers 
or tinging pfalms. 

Of the three publications, the two firfl only or/- 
ginaied in my Gazette : the other was taken from 
th^ Gazette of th United States, publilhed by Mn 
Fenno, Of this latter circumftance I fhall fpeak 

more 
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more fully, when I come to the Chief Judgd's 
charge. 

The two publications, which made their firft ap- 
pearance through my means, I have not the honour 
to be the writer of. They were both written by 
gentlemen of this city ; native Americans, men who 
were determined fVhigs during the war for independ- 
ence, republicans in principle, and firmly attached 
to the prefent Government. 

In the firft of thefe two publications, though 
there is certainly nothing libellous, I am ready to 
confefs there is a great deal of warmth ; and if the 
admiflion of an eflay extraordinarily warm, abound- 
ing in ftrong expreflions of refentmfent and indig- 
nation, were ever juftifiable, it mofl aifuredfy 
was on fuch an occafion. The communication 
of the Old Soldier was fent me at a moment 
when the city of Philadelphia, juft quieted after the 
appeal of the French Minifter Adet *, rang with the 
daring, the degrading, the contemptuous infult, 
which the Spaniard Yrujo had offered to the Go- 
Tcrnment of Anlerica, and to every individual living 
under it. 

He had publifhed a moft audacious letter to Mr. 
Pickering, the Secretary of State, containing a fum** 
mary of all that is infolent. This letter had been 
handed and hawked about the city ; and had, by his 
Secretary, been fent to every public print for infer- 
tion. It was gone forth to the univerfe ; and, that 
it tended to degrade and defame America, we need 
no other proof than the following paragraph from a 
London gazette of the 14th of September: " The 
*^ Americans are, according to our laft advices 
** from New- York, paying dear for their mdepend^ 
•^ mce. The French take all their vcflels, block 



* See Cenfor for November, 1796. 
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** up their very rivers, puniflx their feamcn like 
^* malefa(9:ors, and aftually make them pay for the 
*« fhot they fire at them ; while the Spaniih Minif- 
** ter, with impunity, infults and braves their poor 
** enfeebled Government* He has written to Ti- 
** raothy Pickering, Efq- their firft Secretary of 
*^ State (fee our gazette of yefterday), in a language 
** that Buonaparte would not venture to affume to 
" his Cifalpine Convention, or Citizen Noel to the 
<^ fallen and degraded Dutch ; and, what very much 
** aggravates the infult, he has, without permiffion 
*^ from the Prefident of the general Congrefs, com- 
*^ municated this letter to the people, as a fort of 
*^ manifefto, or. appeal to :them from their Govern-. 
^* ment. Nothing of this kind, we believe, ever 
'* ^atihd unrefented, except in a conqiiered or in- 
*^ vaded country ; and we cannot help lamenting 
^^ that fo very little fpirit Ihould be found in any 
" people, but particularly in a people who boait 
f^ their origin from Britons." 

This paragraph, or at leaft fomething tatitamount 

to it, I have leen in three London papers, and in one 

Dublin paper ; fo that it may be fairly concluded, 

its currency is by this time general, not only in the 

Britifh dominions, but all over Europe. And, I 

pray, was no one to attempt to wipe away the ftig- 

ma ? Though the public papers had been made 

fiibfervient to the fpreading of this deep (hame and 

dilgrace abroad, was no printer to admit any thing 

that ferved to mark the ftrong indignation it infpired 

at home ? Was the prefs to be free for the Spaniard 

alone ? Was he to be allowed to taunt, and threaten, 

and defpife ? And were the poor Americans to few 

up their lips, or only mutter their impotent anger ia 

fecret ? If this be fo ; if no man, by affuming a 

bold, an indignant, and retaliating tone, was to 

.make an effort to refcue his country and himfelf from 

diihonour, without being haraffed with a profecution, 

3 without 
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without hazarding the punifhment of a murderer, 
ours is a fallen ftate indeed ! If this be K1>erty and 
independence, or whatever elfe it maybe called, God 
grant me the enjoyment of its oppofite. If this be 
freedom, may I be a bondfman, yea, a rery flavc, 
to the end of my days. 

" If fuch be jufticc, fuch the laws, 

" In that bicft clime where Fretdomx^^i^ 

** I gladly join the tyran^% caufe, 

** And Kck for refuge in my cbains^^ 

I fliall now come to Judge M*Kean*s charge to the 
Grand Jury ; and ftiall, without going out of Court, 
take upon me to decide on its merits. 

It was a charming thing, this, for me to get hold 
6f. I had longwilhed to poifefsfome fuch proof, fome 
fuch convincing proof, of ihcfuperiority of the Ame^ 
rican liberty of the prefs over that enjoyed in the 
" injhlar Baftiky* Great Britain ; and it is to the 
defire that I have of giving it a portable and durable 
iituation, and to that alone, that this pamphlet is to 
be attributed : for which kind intention I humbly 
hope his Honour will feel inclined to pardon my paft 
mifdoings. His pretty words will now be read with 
admiration, in countries where, I am fure, had it 
not been for me, his name would never have once 
been articulated. 

When this charge, garniflied with my fimple and 
good-natured comments, comes to be ferved up in 
Britain, it will be a difli for a king. The royalifts 
will lick their lips, and the republicans will cry, Gtod 
blefs us ! The emigration for liberty s fake will ceafe, 
and we Ihall have nothing but the pure unadulterated 
dregs of Newgate and the Fleet ; the candidates for 
Tyburn and Botany Bay. Bleffed cargo ! All /a- 
triots to the back-bone; true philanthropiils and 
univerfal citizens ; fit for any place but England iff 
this world, and Heaven in the next. 

4 The 
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The famous charge which is to produce thefe ex- 
cellent efFedls was delivered to the Grand Jury at 
the Court of Oyer and. Terminer above mentioned 
ia the Bill of Indiftment. I fliall not fill up my 
pages in copying the former part of it, which the 
reader will, I am perfuaded, readily excufe, when 
he has read the latter. Like two uncouth boonfti 
viiitants, the prefence of the one renders all apology 
unneceflary for the abfence of the other. 

The Judge began, as, I believe, is ufual, with a de- 
finition of the feveral crimes, which generally fall 
under the cognizance of fuch a court : as treafon, 
fodonly, rape, forgery, murder, &c. &c. But thefe 
his Honour touched flightly upon. Hebruftied them 
over as light and trifling offences ; or rather he blew 
them afide as the chaiFof the criminal code, in or- 
der to come at the more folid and fubftantial lin of 

LIBELLING. 

The weight, Or rather the meafure, that his Ho- 
Bour gave to this crime above all others, on this 
particular occalion, 1 fhall prove — not by ratiocina- 
tion, but by arithmetic; by meafurement with the 
aid of a carpenter's two foot rule ; as thus : 

The charge contains feparate definitions of 32 . 
crimes, the whole of which, in the colunins of the 
Gazette, occupy 5 F. 8 Inches, running meafure ; 
of which that of libelling alone occupies 3 F. i In. 
6 P. On thefe dimenfions I ftate the following : 

PROBLEM. 

If 3a crimes occupy 5 F. 8 In. and i crime occu- 
pies 3 F. I In. 6 P. of how much greater magnitude 
ought this 1 crime to be than any i of the remain- 
ing 31 I 

SOLUTION — 18 Times. 

Thus, then, if we are to judge from the dimen*- 
lions of the Chief Juftice of Pennfylvania's charge, 
Ubelling is eighteen times worfe^ more dangerous, and 

VOL. VII. A A more 
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more heinous^ than robbery, forgery, treafon, fbdo- 
my, or tourder ! 

Thefadl !$, the charge feemed ftudied to excite ^ 
horror of no crime but that of libelling ; the Court 
feemed met for the puniftiment of nothing elfe, and 
I feemed lo be the fole obje6l of that punilhment. 
Of this the reader will be convinced by a perufal of 
the charge itfelf ; and the caufe he will find explained 
in the fubfequerit remarks, and in the notes which 
he has already read. 

CHARGE. 

The Chief Judge (M^Kean), after having, as was 
before obferved, juft touched on the nature and pu- 
niftiment of other crimes, proceeds, with refpcdt tp 
LIBELS, thus: 

Before I conclude, / amforry to have occaiion to mentiont that 
there is another crime, that peculiarly concerns the Judges of the 
Supreme Court to endeavour to corredi : it isthat of libellikg. 
I will defcribe it at large. 

Libels, or libel li famofi, taken in the mod extenfive fenfe, (ignify 
any writings, pidures, or the like, of an immoral or illegal tend- 
ency ; but in the fenfe wc are now to coiifider them, are niali- 
tious defamations of any pcrfon, and efpecially of a magiftratc, 
made public cither by writing, printing, figns, or pictures, in order 
to provoke him to wrath, or to cxpofe him to public hatred^ con- 
tempt, or ridicule. 

This direft tendency of thefc libels is the breach of the public 
peace, by (Hrring up the objedts of them, their families and 
friends, to a6ts ot* revenge, and perhaps of bloodfhed ; which it 
would be impoffible to reflrain by the fevered laws, were there 
noredrefs from public juflice for injuries of this kind, which, of 
all others, are moll fenfibly felt ; and which, being entered upon 
with coqlnefs and deliberation, receive a greater aggravation than 
any other fcandal or defamation, continue longer, and are props^• 
gated wider, and farther. Jlnd^heu lihcU are printed againfi per* 
fons employ ei^ in a public capacity^ they receive an aggravation^ as they 
tend to fcandalize the Government^ by rcfle6ting on thofe who are 
intruded whh the adminift ration of public affairs, and thereby 
jiot only endanger the public peace, as all others do, by dirriag 
up the parties immediately concerned to at^s of revenge, but have 
nUb a direct tendency to breed in the people a diflike of their go- 
fernors, and incline them to fadtion and iedition. ^ 
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Not only charges of a heinous nature, and which reflciSt a moral 
turpitude on the party, arc libellous, but alfo fuch as fet him in a 
JburrilouSj ignominious light : for every perfon dejires to appear agree* 
able in life^ and muft be highly provoked by fuch ridicutousrepre- 
fentations of him, as tend to leffen him in the efteenfi of the world, 
and take away his reputation, which to fome men is more dear than 
life itfelf ; for thefe equally create ill blood, and provoke the par- 
ties to a6ts of revenge and breaches of the peace. 

A defamatory writing expreffing only one or t<wo letters of a name^ 
or ufingy«r^ defcriptions and circumftances^ feigned names or circum* 
fiances^ in fuch a manner, that^oz« ijohat goes before^ and foUovjs 
after, it muft needs be underjiood to fignify fuch a perfon in the 
plain, obvious, and natural confirudion of the whole, is as pro- 
perly a libel, as if it had cxprcfled the whole name at large : for 
it brings the utmoft contempt upon the law, to fuffer its juftice to 
be eluded by fuch trifling evafions ; and it is a ridiculous abfurdity 
to fay, that a writing, which is underftood by the very mcaneft 
capacity, cantiot poflibly be underftood by courts and juries. 

It is equally ridiculous and abfurd to fuppofe, that if a man 
{jpeaks flanderous or defamatory words of another, he may be 
fuedy and ample damages recovered for the injury, but if the 
fame words are put in writing or printed, no puniftiment can be 
infllfted. Such a dodtrine may gratify the wi(hes of envious and 
malicious covoards and ajjajjins^ but muft be detefled by all fenfible 
and good men. 

Thefe offences are puniftiable, either by indiftment, informa- 
tion, or civil action : but there are fome inftances where they can be 
puniftied by a criminal profecution only; as where th« United 
States in Congrefs afTembled, the Legiflatnre, Judges of the Su- 
piremc Court, or civil magiftrates in general, are charged with cor- 
ruption, moral turpitude, bafe partiality, and the like, when no 
one in particular is named. 

By the law of the Twelve Tables at Rome, libels which afFe6ted 
the reputation of another, were made capital offences : but before 
the reign of Auguftus, the punilhment became corporeal only. 
Under the Emperor Valentinian it was again made capital^ not only 
to write, but to publilh, or even to omit defiroying them^ But by 
the laws of Pennfylvania, the authors, printers, and publilhersof 
a libel are punifhable by fine^ and alfo a limited imprifonment at 
bard labour and /olitarjf confinement in gaol^ or imprijonment only^ or 
cne of them, as to the Court in difcr^tion fhall feem proper, accord- 
ing to the heinoufnefs of the crime, and the quality and circum- 
ftances of the offender. 

Any libeller, or perfon even fpcaking words of contempt againft 
an inferior magiftrate, as a juftice of the peace or mayor, perfon- 
ally, though he be not then in the a6tual execution of his office, of 
of an inferior officer of juftice, as a conftable, and fuclilike, being 

A A 2 Itt. 
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iti tkc aftual execution of his office, may be bound to his good 
behaviour by a (ingle juftice of the peace. 

By this law, and thel'e puniihments, the liberty of the prefs 
fa phrafe much ufed hut little undtrfiooti) is by no means infringed 
or violated. The liberty of the prefs is indeed effential to the na- 
ture of a free ftate ; but this confifts in laying no previous reftralnts 
upon publications, and not in freedom from cenfure for criminal 
matter, when publifhed. Eycry freeman hat an undoubted right 
to lay what fentiments he pleafes before the public ; to forbid this, 
is to deftroy the freedom of the prefs ; but if he publifhes what is 
improper, mifchievous, or illegal, he muil take the confequences 
of his temerity. Topunifti dangerous or offcnfive writings, which^ 
when publiftied, iliall, on a fair and impartial trial, be adjudged of 
a pernicious tendency, is ncceflary for the prefervation of peace 
and good order, of government and religion, the only folid found- 
ation of civil liberty. Thus the will of individuals is ftill left 
free ; the abufeonly of that free will is the objed of legal puniih- 
menr. Our prefles in Pennfylyania are thus free. The common 
law, with refpc6t to this, h confirmed and eftablijhed hy the Confiitu* 
tion itfelf. By the 7th fed. of the Declaration of the Principles of 
a free Government, &c. it is afcertained, " that the printing- prefles 
fliall be free to every perfon, who undertakes to examine the pro- 
ceedings of the Legiflature, or any part of Government.*' Men, 
therefore, have only to take care in their publications, that they 
are decent, candid, and true; that they are for thepurpofc,of re- 
formation, and not of defamation ; and that they have an eye 
folely to the public good. Publications of this kind are not only 
lawful but laudable. But if they are made to gratify tnyy or 
malice, and contain perfonal invectives, low fcurrility, or flander- 
ous charges, they can anfwer no good purpofes for the commu» 
nity, but, on the contrary, muft deftroy the very ends of fociety. 
Were thefe to efcape with impunity, youth would not be fafe in its 
innocence, nor venerable old age in its wifdom, gravity, and virtue ; 
dignity and ftation would become a reproach ; and the faireft and. 
beft characters that this or any other country ever produced, would 
be vilified and blafled, if not ruined. 

Ifany perfon, whether in a public or private ftation, does injury 
to an individual, or to the fociety, ample redrefs can be had by hav- 
ing recourfe to the lavjSy and the proper tribunals, where the 
parties can be heard perfonally, or by counfcl, the truth can be 
fairly invefligated, and juftice be fully obtained ; fo that there can 
be.no neCeffity nor reafon for accufing any one oi public or private 
wrongs in pamphlets orne^fpapcrs^ or of appeals to the people under 
feigned namesy or by anonymous firihhlcrs. 

Every one who has in him the fentiments of either a Chriilian or 
jgentleman, cannot but be highly offended at the envenon»ed fcur-. 
rility that has raged in pamphlets and newfpapers printed in Phila- 
delphia for feveral years pail, infomuch that libelling has become 

a kind 
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a kind of national crime, and diftingniflies us not only from all 
the States around us^ but from the whole civilized world. Our fa- 
tire has been nothing but ribaldry and Billingfgate : theconteil has 
been, who could call names in the greateft variety of phrafes ; 
who could mangle the greateft nu^ftber of characters ; or who could 
excel in the magnitude or vimtence of their lies. Hence the ho- 
nour of families has been ftained ; the higheft pofts rendered 
cheap and vile in the fight of the people, and the greateft fervices 
and virtue blafted. This evil, fo fcandaious toour Government, and 
detcftable in the eyes of all good men, calls aloud for redrefs. To 
cenfure the iicentioufnefs, is to maintain the liberty of the prefs. 

At a time when mifunderftandings prevail between the republics 
of the UnitedStates and France, and when our general Government 
have appointed public minifters to endeavour their removal, and 
reftore the former harmony, fome of the journals or newfpapers 
in the city of Philadelphia have teemed with the moft imtating in- 
veftives, couched in the moft vulgar and opprobrious language, 
not only againft the French nation and their allies, but the very 
nien in power with whom the minifters of our country are fent to 
negotiate. Thefe publications have an evident tendency not only 
to fruftrate a reconciliation, bqt to create a rupture, and provoke 
a vrsLV iei^een the Jifter republics^ and feem calculated to vilify, nay, 
to fubvert all republican governments whatfpever. 

Impreffed njoith the duties ofmyftation, I have ufed fome endea- 
vours for checking thefe evils, by binding over the editor and prin- 
ter of one of them^ licentious and virulent beyond all former example^ 
to his good behaviour ; but he ftill perfevercs in his nefarious pub- 
lications ; he has ranfacked our language for terms of reproach 
and infult, and for the bafeft accufations againft every ruler and 
dijlinguijhed chara(5ler in France and Spain with whom we chance 
to have any intercourfe, which it is fcarce in nature to forgive ; 
in brieti he braves his recognizance and the laws. It is now with 
you, Gentlemen of the Grand Jufy^^q animadvert on his conduct; 
vf'\i\iOM\.your aid it cannot be corredted. The government that will 
not dilcquqtenance, may be thought to adopt itj and be deemed 
ju/iiy chargeable ^with all the confequences. 

Every nation ought to avoid giving any real offence to another, 
5ome medalc and dull j efts are mentioned and reprefented as a 
ground of quarrel between the Englifti and Dutch in 1672, and 
likewifc called Lewis the XlVth to make an expedition inio the 
United Provinces of the Netherlands in the fame year, and nearly 
ruined the Commonwealth. 

We are forry to find that our tiideavours in this way have not 
been attended with all the gojd effects that were expeded from 
fhem ; however, we are determined to purfue the prevailing vice 
pf the times with zeal and indignation, that crimes may no longer 
appear Icfs odious for being faihionable, nor the more fecure from 
funiftiment for being popular. 
- • • A A 3 The 
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The criminal law of this State is fo pregnant ivitb juftlce^ fb 
agreeable to reafon, fo full of equity and clemency, that even 
thofe who fuffer by it, cannot charge it with rigour. It ig fo 
adapted to the comition good as to fuffer no folly to go unpunilhedy 
which that requires to be reftrained ; and yet fo tender of the in- 
firmities of human nature, and of the wives and children of even 
the greateft offenders, as to refute no indulgence which the fafety 
of the public will permit. It gives the rulers no power but of 
doing good, and deprives the people of no liberty but of doing 
evil. We are now, thank God I in the peaceable and full enjoy- 
ment of our laws, ^ the free adminiftration K)f jufticc, and in 
complete poffeffion of religious, civil, and political liberty. May 
the Divine Governor of the world continue thefe bleffings to us, 
and imprefs it as a duty which we owe to ourfelves, who enjoy 
them ; to thofe virtuous men, who, under God, have been cMefly 
inftrumental in procuring them \ and to our poftcrity, who will 
claim at our hands this noblcft inheritance, tomaintaiii and defend 
them at every hazard of life and fortune ! 

You may now. Gentlemen, retire to your room. Inquire with 
zeal, hear with attention, deliberate with coolnefs, judge with inn 
partiality^ and decide with fortitude. And may God overrule and 
dirert all your proceedings to the furtherance of juftice and the 
bappinefs of the people ! 



1 have ever entertained the notion of an imme- 
diate fuperintcnding Providence, and I moft lincerely 
believe that God did overrule and dire6l all the pro- 
ceedings of this Grand Jury ; for they did judge 
with impartiality^ and decide with fortitude^ though 
their judgment and dccifion were not quite confo- 
nant to the wifhes of the Chief Juftice of Pcnnfyl- 
vania, as appci^rcd not only from the charge, but 
alfo from what he hinted refpeding the Jury, the 
day after the bill was returned*. 

So 



* The day after the bill was returned ignoramus, the Chief 
Juftice, on the trial of Mr. Humphreys, for beating Bache, told 
the prifontr, that, if he had thought himfelf aggrieved by the pre/sf 
he fhould have appealed to the law ; and added, " You may fey 
indeed that Grand Juries will not do their duty ; we have had a 
reteni infiance of that*' On this reflection on the Grand Jury, it 
is not my duty to comment. Had I been one of the gentlemen 
who compofed it, I tbinki ihould have made an attempt, at ieaft,' 

to 
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' So pointedj fo perfonal a charge, I am bold to. 
iay, was never before delivered from the beach ia 
any country that has, the leaft pretenfions to civil 
liberty. If it be forefeen, that a particular cafe, ra- 
flier novel, is to come before a Grand Jury, it is 
the cullom for Judges, as it certainly is their duty, 
to explain its nature, its tendency, and the law re 
fpedling it, fully and minutely ; but never till the 
27th day of laft November did a Judge, prefiding 
to adminifter juftice according to the mild and im- 
partial precepts of the common law of England, 
fo far forget the genuine fpirit of that law, as to 
point diredly at a fingle offender, and to employ 
all the perfuafion in his power to bring down chaf- 
tifemept on his head. 

The charge contains every thing calculated to 
awaken the apprehenfions of the Grand Jury as to 
the efFefts of my condu6t, and to prepoflefs their 
ininds againft my perfon. In every thing but ele- 
gance and animation, it was more like the zealous 
and impafRoned pleadings of an advocate, than the 
calm, dignified, and impartial accents that ever 
ihould breathe in the language from the bench. 

And what was there, I pray, either in my cha- 
ra6ler, in the particular cafe before the Grand Jury^ 
or in the general tenour of my publications, to war- 
rant this odious departure from the excellent rules, 
which had their origin in decency and candour, and 
which have been rendered facred by the pradlice of 
our forefathers ? A ftranger, had there been one in 
court, would naturally have concluded me to beja 
notorious defamer of innocence, a feditious and tur- 

to defend my conduct and character. But the people of this State 
have been fo abufed, fo humbled, and fo degraded, by the long 
tyranny of this Fouqjjier Tintille, that very little fpirit is to 
pe expedtcd from the very beft of them. Any man who has af- 
. fronted him, looks upon himfclf as ruined !— This is repuhlican fc 
ctfrity.!! - • 

A A 4 bulent 
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bulcnt troubler of the Government, a fworn enemy 
of raorality and religion ; in three words, a profli* 
gate, a rebel, and a blafphemer. . , . 

it hardly ever becomes a man to fay much of his 
private charadter and concerns ; but, on this occalioh^ 
I trufl I Iball be indulged for a moment. I will fay: 
and I will make that faying good, whoever Ihall 
oppofe it, that 1 have never attacked any one, whofe 
private charailer is not, in everylightin which it can 
poflibly be viewed, as far beneath mine as infamy is 
beneath honour. Nay, 1 defy the city of Philadel- 
phia, populous as it is, and refpediable as are many 
of its inhabitants, to produce roe a fingle man, who 
is more fober, induftrious^ or honeft ; who is a 
kin«ler hufband, a tenderer father, a better maftcr, 
a firmer friend, or (though laft not leaft) a ihore zeal- 
ous and faithfulfubjeit, - 

Moft certainly it is unfecmly in any one to fay 
thus much of himfelf, unlefs compelled to it by 
fome public outrage on his chara6tcr; but, when 
the acculation is thus made notorious, fo ought the 
dcf( nee. And I do again and again repeat, that 1 
fear not a comparifon between xny charafterand that 
of any man in the city ; no, not even with that of 
the very Judge who held me to be the worfl of tnifr 
creants. His Honour is welcome^ if he pleafc, ib 
carry this comparifon into all the actions of our 
lives, public znd domefiic, and to extend it beyond 
ourfelves to every hranch of our fmnihes. 

As to my writing, I n^ver did flander any one, i| 
the promulgation of ufcful truths be not flandcr. 
Innocence and virtue I have often endeavoured to 
d'^^eud, but I never defamed cither. I have, indeed, 
Itripped the clofe-drawii veil of hypocrify ; I have 
ridiruled the' tollies, and lafhed the vices of thou- 
fands, and have done it fornetimes, perhaps, with a 
fudc and violent hand. But thefe are not the d^jfft 
for gentlcnefs and mercy. Such as is the temper «f 
-••■■•.•• a : ' ..... I • ^ tljQ 



. NOVEMBER, 1797, g6f 

^c foe, fuch muft be that of his opponent Seeing 
tnyfelf publilhed for a rogue, and my tvife for a 
p)hore\ being perfecutcd witli fuch iivfamous, fqch 
bafe and helhfh calumny in thq philanthrppiQ city of 
Philadelphia, merely for aflTerting^A^/ri^/^ refppdiing • 
others, was pot calculated, I alfure yog, to fweeteo. 
pjy temper, and turn my ipjcinto honey-dew. 

My attachment to order anc} good governnjent, 
poihing but the impudence of J^cobinittn coulcj 
deny. Thi? objeii, not only of all my qwn publica- 
itions, but alfo of all thofq which I have introduced 
or encouraged, from the firft moment that T ap- 
peared on the public fcene to the prefent day, has 
peen to lend fome aid in ftemming the torrent of 
anarchy 9n4 confulion ; to undeceive the mif- 
guided, by tearing the malk from the artful and fe- 
rocious villainy, vvho, owing to t'^e infatuation of 
the poor, and the fupinc^nefs of the rich, have made 
jfuch a fearful progrefs in the deflrudion of all th^t 
isamiabje, gpd good, and facred among men. To 
the Government of this country in particular, it has 
jbeen rriy cotiflant ftudy to yield all the fupport in 
ipy po\yer. When either that Government, or the 
Worthy men who admiuifter it, have been tradaced 
and vilified, I have Oood forward in their defence; 
and that too, in rimes when even its friends were 
Ibme of them locked up irt lilence, and others giv- 
ing way to the audacious, violence of its foes. — Not 
that I am fo foohllily vam as to attribute to my il- 
literate pen a thou^^codih part of the merit that my 
friends are in<:lined to allow it. As I wrote the 
other day to a gentleman who had paid me fome 
compliments on this fcort ^* I fhould never look at 
'* my family with a dry eye, if 1 did not hope to 
^* outlive my works/' They are mere tranfitory 
J)eings, to which the revolutionarv ftorm has given 
Jife, and which with that ftorm will expire. — But, 
lyhat I contend for^ and what nobody can deny, I 
* • hav^ 



36^ REPUBLICAN JUDGE. 

have done all that lay in my power, all I was ^l4 
by any meatis to acxomplilh, in order to counterad 
the nefarious efforts of the enemies of the Americaa 
government and nation. 

With refpe<ft to religion, though Mr. M^Kean 
was pleafed to number it among the things that 
were in danger from the licentioufnefs of the prefs, 
and, of eourfe, from poor me, I think it would puz- 
zle the Devil himfelf to produce, from my writings, 
a fingle paflage, which could, by all the powers of 
pcrverfion, be twifted into an attack on it. But 
it would, on the contrary, be extremely eafy to 
prove, that I have at all times, when an opportunity 
offered, repelled the attacks of its enemies, the 
abominable battalions of Deifls and Atheifts, with 
all my heart, with all my mind, with all my fouF, 
and with all my llrength. The bittereft drop in my 
pen has ever been beftowed on them ; becaufe, of 
all the foes of the human race, I look upon them, 
after the Devil, as being the greateft and moft 
dreadful. Not a facrilegious plunderer from Henry 
VIII. to Condorcet, and from Condorcet to the im- 
pious Sans-culottes of Virginia, has efcaped my 
cenfure. All thofe who have attempted to degrade 
religion, whether by open infults and cruelties ta 
the clergy, by blafphemous publications, or by the 
more dangerous poifon of the malignant modern phi* 
lofophy, I have ranked amongft the moft infamous 
of mankind, and have treated them accordingly. 

After this fummary defence of my character afid 
writings, the neceflity of which I lincerely regret, 
juftice demands that I Ihould enter into an expofi- 
tion of the unparalleled partiality that has been ex- 
ercifed againft me : and when I have done that, 
pledge myfelf to prove, in contradiftion to all the 
boaftings which we have heard, M^/ the jprefs is. 
freer m Great Briiain than in America. 
- T« 
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To read the Chief Judge's famous charge, one 
would inevitably be led to imagine, that no perfon 
in this country, except Peter Porcupine, ever at^ 
tempted to exercife the liberty of the prefs, or even 
that pitiful portion of it which his Honour had the 
mercy to leave in our hands. One would think that 
all the other printers had been poor paffive devils, 
and that their flieets had contained nought but vapid 
fongs of liberty, lying eulogies on departed rafcality, 
and fulfome flattery of villains in power. But, to 
do juftice to my brother-printers, to myfelf, and to 
Judge M^Kean, I am compelled to prove that this 
was not the cafe. 

There are certain news-printers in this country, 
who may be counted as a fort of blanks : creatures 
that have nothing of humanity about them but the 
mere exterior form and motion, and that are, in 
every other refpeft, as perfedly logs as if they had 
been cut out of a piece pf timber. I will not de- 
grade myfelf by a comparifon between my condudl 
^nd that of thefe dull, fenfelefs, inanimate beings. 
Let me have the fame privileges as other living 
active creatures, and I am content. 

The reader has feen all that could be conjured 
up againft me in the Bill of Indidlment, which he 
may fafely fet down among the moft virulent of my 
publications; for lawyers and judges know very 
well how to fingle the tares from the wheat. But 
I am willing to allow him a fcrutiny into every 
fentence I have written or publifhed, to which 
the Chief Judge's charge can poffibly be made to 
apply, and then I will leave him to compare my 
" nefarious publications" with the " decent, candid^ 
" and true^ ones, which I am i\pw about to pro- 
duce from the prefles that have, and flill do, efpoufe 
the caufe of the enemies of this country. 

As libels againfl religion are certainly more, 
heinous in their nature^ as well as more deflrudtive 

in 
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in their confeqiienccs, than any that can be puV 
lifhed againft men, however eftimable their charac- 
ters or exalted their rank, I fhall fir ft take notice of 
a publication pr two of this fort, which have efcaped 
the notice of the vi^ilanl Chief Juftice of Penn- 
sylvania : and this, I think, feem^ the more necef- 
fary, as the Judge included religion, among the 
objedls endangered by the licentioufnefs of the 
prefs. 

In the fummer of 1796, a work was publi(hcd 
by one Stephens (an Irifti Patriot, who has lincc 
fpungcd his creditors), entitled, ^* Chri/Hanity con* 
*' Irajted with Deifm:^ and by a mafl'er- piece of 
bafenefs, before unheard of among the moft infa- 
mous of fcribblers, my aflbmed name, Peter Por- 
cupine, was inferted in the title-page, in order to 
give currency to the pernicious prodiiAion. 

This pamphlet aboundecj with the moft during 
impiety ; and, though 1 will not take upon me to 
fay that the Chief Juftice ever Jaw it, be muft 
have heard of its exiftence ; for it was not only ad- 
vertifed for fale, but there were alfo a conliderable 
number ofparagraphs refpe6ling it, both in Bache'* 
and Mr. Pen no*s paper. 

As to the Age of Reason, its publication, by 
Bache and others, is too notorious a fad to be for 
a moment dwelt upon. This bkfphemous work 
has been fpread all over the State, and through this 
city in particular. 

Bache has, for years paft, and does now, publtfh 
and fell, what is called the " Republican Calendar \^ 
in which the Chrijlian JEra is fupplanted by that 
of the degrading atheiftical Decadery of France. 

All thefe publications, and many more that might 
be mentioned, have been, and yet are, publi(hedin 
Pennfylvania. Their evident and inevitable tend- 
ency, is, to corrupt the young, miflead the ig- 
norant, abafli the timid, degrade the priefihood, 

and^ 
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llTld, finally, to fubvert and deftroy, root ^vA branch, 
the Chriftian religion and all its ineftimable blelT- 
ings. 

I have the fame opinion of the Judge's law know- 
ledge that moll people have ; but he muft certainly 
know, that Chri/lianity is part of the law of tht 
land; that to deride and blafpheme it is punifliable 
by the common law; and that it is the duty of all 
magifl:rates, nK)re particularly Judges, to make the 
lavy, in this refped, known, and to fee it executed* 

Yet, in the State of Pennfylvania, under lb 
watchful a Chief Juftice, the faiutary law, intended 
to preferve from indignity the religion of our fore- 
fethers, to enforce a rcfpeA for the laws of God, 
and to promote our eternal falvation, has been fuf- 
fered to fleep in oblivion ; while the fanguinary 
Twdvs Tables of Rome have been reforted to, iii 
order to enhance the magnitude of the crime of yi- 
t'lrlzing the SpaniJJo King and his Mln]Jh:r ! — Gracious 
God 1 can the defcendants of Britons ever a|)prove 
of this violence on the common law of E}igland? 

The Judge tells us, that, with rcfpccl to libels, 
the common law is confirmed by the Co7iJlituUzn of 
Pennfylvania ; and every one knows., that the com- 
mon law of America is neither more nor Ids thaa 
the common law of England. Now, it is well 
known, that the publifher of Paine's Age of Rcalba 
has been profccuted in England, that Lord Kf2N- 
yoN termed it a " nefarious publication, intended 
*' for the mofl: malignant purpofcs ;" and that the 
Jury inftantly found the defendant Gi;ilty. But 
England is, in this refpeil, no more fit to be com- 
pared with America than Lord Kknvon is to be 
compared with Judge M'Kean. 

I have been told, indeed, that the article of the 
conilitution, which provides for an entire freedom 
as to religious worlhip and opinions, forbids any 
rcftraiiit on the prefs where fubjects of this fort are 

agitated. 
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agitated. If this be true, and if M'Kban's doc- 
trine of libels be alfo true, all that the American 
prefs has gained by the *' Glorious Revolution," is, 
the horrid liberty of blafpheming the Almighty ! 

Quitting libels againft religion^ let us come to 
thofe of a lefs horrid, though not lefs odious nature. 

The Chief Juflice tells us, that " the honour of 
*' families has been fiained^ and the greatefty^rv/V^x 
" and w/w^ blaftcd;" and he before told us, that 
this evil it was peculiarly the duty of the Supreme 
Court to reprefs. 

I have before obferved, and I repeat it again and 
again, that innocence or virtue was never attacked 
by me; and hence it is impoffible that I cart 
ever have brought a ftain on a family. Whether 
others have done this in Philadelphia, I leave the 
reader to judge from the following pailages of a 
pamphlet, publifhed here about two years and a 
half ago. 

The fubje6l of the author's cenfure is a debate 
in Congrels. After calling one member an J(fs^ and 
another a Snap-turtle^ he comes to a gentleman of 
New- Jerfey, who now fills an office of great truft 
under the JFederal Government, of whom and of 
whofe family he fpeaks thus : " Not that I would 
** declaim againfl: Congrefs wages, for I think they 
*^ ought to have at leaft ten dollars a day ; other- 
" wife an honourable Member from Jerfey will not 

*^ be able to keep Mrs. B in town during the 

** nextfeffion*. Ten dollars, I think will defray 
** all expenfes — The honourable Rcprclentativcs 
*^ may then play at card?, and dice, and billiards, and 

" do many other things — and Mrs. B may 

•* afford to hiock off a few bottles of Madeira v/iih 
*^ fome of her foft rofy-nofed vifitors^ without fink- 



* See his Speech in the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

" ing 
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^^ ing her honourable fpoufe forty Jhiltmgs below 

From members of Congrefs and their wives, the 
lluthor comes to the Clergy and theirs. Few people 
have forgotten, that, in 1795, a Sermon on National 
(Gratitude was preached in this city, by a learned 
Divine, then at the head of Princeton College. In 
the courfe of thi^ much-admired fcrmon, the 
preacher took occafion to cenfure the jige ^f Rea* 
Jon ; and this it was that brought on hitn, from out 
decent writer, the following attack: *' Not with- 
*^ flanding his confternation, he does not forget to 
*^ bullyrag Tom Paine. Forty-two miles did he 
*^ trudge throdgh thick and thin, Jonah-like, to 
^* fave this our Nineveh by reading a fermon, and 
** may Heaven reward his labours I May the foun- 
^^ tains of Helicon gulh from his brains ; — and may 
*^ all the curbers of the fadlious lip no6turnal in- 
•* fpiration from the lips of the mufe of Morven, at 
*^ the limpid ftreams of Stony-brook, nor be pef- 
*^ tered with a d . . .d wife ! — May they never be 
^* dragged head-foremoft down the fteps of Naf- 
^' fau-hall, n9r be pelted with brickbats and pota- 
*« toesr 

Is this ^^ decent^ candid^ and true ?" And, if it be 
hot, how came it to *^ efcape with impunity ?** 
How came it not to attra<ft the attention of the Su- 
preme Court of Pennfylvania, whofe "peculiar duty 
^^ it is to reprefs and correal: fuch exceffes ?*' — The 
book was publiflied in all the newfpapers ; it was fold 
by all the bookfellers except me ; it was even hawk- 
ed about the ftreets, and was the fubjedt of univerfal 
cenfure and abhorrence ; and yet the Supreme 
Court never did cenfure it ; nor did the Chief Juf- 
tice ever feel himfelf " imprefled with the duties of 
*^ his ftation" to bind the author orpublijher aver. 

The author was known to a certain Secretary ; 
\vas even his intimate acquaintance and compa- 

I nion : 
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nion ; and his pamphlet abounds with invcAive 
agairift Great Britdtnj and high founding, r^;«^/i- 
ments to France. His polif.ics he had the pru* 
dence to make a fort of atonemeut for his of<^; 
fences. 

From the, Jfainwg of /amilies let U8 turn tb the at* 
tacks of men in their public capacities. 

The Chief Juflice tells. us, that, when defa- 
matory writings are publiihed " againfl perfbnii 
" in a public capacity, they receive an aggrava* 
** iion, as they tend to fcandalize thp Government, 
« &c. &c." 

This dodlrine, by the by, I believe few men, 
except thofe in a public capacity, will relifh. It 
is exa<5lly contrary to the fpirit as well as the let* 
ter of the little pamphlet, entitled, " The Con* 
liitution of Pennfylvania." — In that inefti'malh per- 
formance, there is one chapter containing a lift of 
what are there called '^ the cflential principles of li- 
berty, which are politlvely declared to be excepted 
out of the general powers of government, and fixed 
on for ever to remain inviolale." — Among the pre- 
cious things thus carefully prefcrvcd, is, the liberty 
of the prefs ; and it is faid, that no law (hall he 
made to rcftrain any perfon, " who undertakes to 
*^ examine the proceedings of the Lcgiflature or any 
•* branch of Governments^ And again it fays, that 
*' in profecutions for the publication of any papers^ 
" inveftigating the official condud of officers, ot 
" men in a public capacity ^ the truth thereof may be 
*^ given in evidence." 

Thus, you fee, this pamphlet of Pennfylvania 
holds out to the world, that men in a public capa- 
city are more open to the cenfure of the prefs than 
the fovcrcign citizens are, which is, indeed, no 
more than rcalonable ; but this Ju*dge, this learned 
cxpofitor of the law and confiitution, tells us, that 

cenforious 
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qenforious writings receive an aggravatmiy when 
written againft perfons in ^public capacity 1 

However, be it fo. Let us prefer the Judge's 
affertion to the declaration of the fovereign people 
of Pennfylvania* Let us, for a moment, look upon 
their confiitution as merely intended to amufe them 
and gull the world; and then let us fee what this 
State Government, and this fame Judge, have per-, 
initted to pafs unreproved and unnoticed, in writers 
inimical to the Federal Government, and noto- 
riously IN THE PAY OF pRANCE *. 

I could here produce volumes of the moft atro- 
cious calumny againft the Federal Government and 
its officers individually; but^ befides my want of 
room, I am prevented by the notoriety of the fad:. 
jEvery one in America knows what I have here ge- 
nerally ftated, to be true ; and it is therefore necef- 
fary to introduce only a few inflances for the inform* 
ation of foreigners. 

Bachs, in his paper, No. 1037, ^^^^^ loading 
the Executive of the United States with various 
falfe and infamous charges, fays : " And are we fo 
** corrupted and debafed as to give up this precious 
*^ jewel (independence) to the intrigues of rafcah 
^^ jand traitors, who are about to fell themfelves and 
" their cowitry /*" 

This is pretty well for the Executive. Now let 
us hear what Callender (in his " Hiftory of the 
*' United States for 1,796'*) fays : '^ He was to be 
" kept a twelvemonth in irons, and then to be 
" hanged for ftealing one horfe : what ought to be 



• It is notorious that the French Directory have newfpapers in 
their pay, not only in America, but in every country in Europe. 
That there fliould exift fuch mercenary traitors as to receive the 
wages of regicides and aiTaflins is flill lefs ailonifhing, than that 
there ihould be found men, in the different countries^ and men of 
rank too^ fo bafe, fo degenerate, and iofoolifiy as to give crcou- 
ragement (q their treafonable produ^ons. 

VOL. viT. fi a *^ done 
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'^ done with the Cdngrefs and their agents, who 
^* forcibly pilfered fo many that are yet unpaid for ?" 
« — I mtift leave Judge M*Kean to anfwer this quef- 
tion ; for he was, I believe, one of the Congreft 
th^it Callender alludes to. However, left any of- 
fender ihould flip him, the Hiftorian takes care to 
include in his cenfure^ the fecond, the thirds and 
the fourth Congrefs. 

From the Government in general we will noyr 
come to particular members ot it. — ^The Judge tells 
us, if publications, ** containing perfonal invedlives, 
^* low fcurrility, and flanderous charges, were to 
*^ efcape with impunity, the fair ^ and ?e/l charaffers 
** that this or any other countr}'^ ever produced, 
^* would be vilified and blafied, if not ruined.'* 

Now then, let us hear Bache again ; the mouths 
piece of the French fa6tion, and frequently the com- 
panion of the Chief Juftice at civic rcftivals.-^ 
This atrocious wretch, in his paper of the 9th of 
July, 1795, h^s the following paragraph v — ** The 
*^ day [the 4th of July] was clofed by the exhibi* 
^^ tion of a tranfparent painting, with the figure of 
*^ John Jay upon it. The figure was in full ftature, 
*^ holding in his right hand a pair of fcales, contain- 
^' ing in one fcale, American liberty and independ^ 
*' ^«r^ kicking the beam ; in the other, jBri/i/X gold, 
^^ in extreme preponderance. In his left hand a 
y^ Treaty, which he extci^ied to a group of Sena- 
" tors, who were grintiini^ with pleafure and grafp- 
** ing at the Treaty. From the mouth of the 
•* figure ifluedthefe words : Come up to my pricey and 
** 1 will fell youmy country. The figure was burned 
*^ at Kenfington, amidft the acclamations of h«n- 
*^ dtcds of citizens. Tbtis t^mrrinated the annivct- 
ir lary of American independence." 

This recalls to our minds two valuable fafts : ift, 
%hat this infamous libel did " efcape with impunity;" 
and i:d, that the exhibition atid anions which it re^ 

-4 <:ord$ 
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cords did alfo ^* efcape with impunity;** and thajt 
toQ in this city, under the eye of this very Judge 
M'Kean. And what is more, a gent|eiiian, who, 
like a good citizen, turned out of his bed to en- 
deavour to put, a flop to the feandalous and dvf- 
graceful proceffion, was aflaulted in a mofl cow- 
ardly and cruel manner, and never obtained the leafi: 
fatlsfadliqn. Not one of the rabble, nor of the 
ringleaders, nor of the printers, who ftitriujated! 
thcim to adiipn, ^nd who recorded their atrocities as 
honourable deeds, was ever puniljied, or ^^ 'hound 
ovefy* or even reprimanded! — ^But this was a riot 
^nd a libel againft a worthy man^ an officer or fh^ 
Federal Government^ and no iool of France \ and 
thefe circumftances mnft account for what cannot 
otherwife be accounted for. 

3ache, in his paper. No. 1460, calls the Ho- 
nourable John Jay, then Chief Juftice. of th^ 
United States of America, and now Governor of 
the State of New- York ; he calls this gentleman, 
'* that damned arch traitor John Jay.*' — And 
yet he was never ** hound over ;'' and yet he never 
was perfonally attacked from the bench ; but, on 
the contrary, has often, lince that time as well 
as before, fat at the fame board with the Chief 
Juftice! 

I could here name at leaft one hundred of the 
greateft and beft men that this country ever pto^ 
duced, who had been vilified by this reprobate de- 
fcendant of Old Franklin ; but, for ,the reafons be- 
fore mentioned, J fhall fpr^c^r the enumeration, 
andcontent myifelf with an inftahce ot two of his 
attacks oh the chara6ler of General Wash^ 

INGT.ON. 

He publifhed Paine's letter to the Genbral; of 
which he claimed an exclulive' qppy-right, anli 
which he boafted of having received 0*001 Paris for 
the purpofe of publication. In this work. General 

« B 2 Washington 
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Washington and the Constitution of the 
Unitfd States are both the objedls of obloqtiy 
and reproach. The General is called, *^ the 
*« patron oi fraud ^^ — *^an twpoftor^ or an apofiate.^^ 
—Yet the vile printer was never " hound over.'^ 

Thus was the city of Philadelphia difgraced. 
Thus did the Chief Juftice of Pennfylvania quietly 
look on, and obferve the propagation of a libel, 
that has excited univerfal indignation in thebreafis 
of unconcerned foreigners, and for which both the 
writer and the printer are cenfurcd by their very 
partifans. 

. The day that the General clofed his public 
labours (the 4th of March, 1797), Bache, after 
announcing his retirement from the office of Prcfi- 
dent, fays, V If there ever was a period for rcjoi* 
** ,cing, this is the moment — every heart, in unifon 
** with the freedom and happinefs of the people, 
^* ought to beat high with exultation, that the name 
*^ of Washington from this day ceafes to give 
^* currency Jo political iniquity J s,nd to legalize corrupt 



tio?i,'** 



Yet, we are not at the worft : for on the 13th of 
March, 1797, this viperous grandfon of Old 
Pranklin accufed the fame eminent perfon.of fnur- 
der I brought forward along, formal, and circum- 
flantial charge of cool, AtXxhcxzic ajfajjifiation^ ** com- 
** mitttd by George Washington, late Prejident 
'' of the United States:^ 

The Chief Juftice has not forgotten^ I dare fay, 
that I was the only printer in the United States 
(with fbame be it fpokcn) who had the zeal and 
the induftry to fearch for the documents relative 
to the affair alluded to (wliich took place in 1753) ; 
to expofe the fallacy of the charge, aqd to hold 
the vile inftrument of France up to univerfal ab- 
horrence 

Oae 
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One would have thought, whatever might be 
the fecret difpofitions of the Chief Juftice of Pcnn- 
fylvania, that outward appearances, common de- 
cency, would have led him to take fome little no- 
tice of thefe outrages on the public and private 
charadter of General Walhington. More efpecially 
one would have expeded this from a Judge, who 
feems to be fo anxious to preferve the reputation of 
*^ youth in its innocence,^" and of *^ old age in its^r^- 
vity and wifdom ;*' who now, in order to excite a 
horror againft libelling, goes back to that cruel 
code, the Twelve TahTes of Rome^ and the no le<^ 
languinary laws of Valentinian ; who, in his zeal to 
make an example, does not think it derogatory to 
his llation tp point at a particular man, and call on 
the Jury, in. exprefs terms, for their " atd^^ in his 
punilhment ; and finally, who exprefles his deter- 
mination to purfue the vice of libelling with ** zeal 
and indignation.'* From fuch a Judge, who woulcj 
not have expelled an interference, who does not 
believe, who docs not know, ^nd does not fay, that 
Jie fliould have been ^'imprejjed with the duties of his 
flation^^ when the reputation of the Federal Go- 
vernment was daily and hourly attacked ia his pre- 
fence ; when the fame and charader of Genera^. 
Washington were bleeding at every pore, and 
when the French printer Bache and his coadjutors 
were purfuing the veteran to hia domeftic retreat 
with all the hellifh malignity of Parifian cannibals^ 
— Yes, this wa^ the time for him to be *^ iniprejfe^ 
with the duties of his Jlationr This was the timp 
for him to exert his authority of binding over y (P 
ynfold and enforce thefeverity of the law, and efta7 
blilh his chara(9.er fqr impartiality ;— but this tlmp 
is pad. . ' ; 

Thus have we feen the Chief Juftice of Pennfyl- 
vania wink at the moft dariqg and wicked libelg 
H^jainft God and againft inaq, that a writer c^n coii-r 

B B 3 ceivc;i 
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ceive, or a printer print. But we are not yet come 
to what may be properly called a cafe in points 

I was ptofecuted for publications levelled againil 
a foreign Prince, Government, and Minifter; to 
• form, therefore, a juft eftimate of the condudt ^h4 
motives of tbofe who urged the profecution, we 
muft take a Iketch (and a very flight one.will ferve) 
of what otber printers have publifted njotth mpiiniiy^ 
againft other governments, nations, and. princes. 

But, before I enter on this fubjedl, I think tnyfelf 
called on to make a few remarks on that part of the 
Judge's cliarge, which dwells with fucb eraphalis 
and feeming dread, on the clariger of offending 
foreign nations and potentates, particularly" the 
iender-hedrled rulers of France, and the King of the 
country of the Inquifit'ion, 

After telling the Grand Jury that I had " ran- 
*^ facked our language for terms of reproach and in- 
^' fult againft every d'lftinguijhed charadter in Trance 
«^ and Spain,'' he tells them, that *' without their 
*^ aid,*' my condu6l cannot be correfled ; and con- 
cludes by obferving, that *^ the Government that will 
^^ not difcoimtenance, may be thought to adopt it, 
^^ and be ' deemed yz^/y chargeahJe *with all the confe- 
*^ quences.'* Then follows an inftance of the great 
dapger of offending foreign nations in this way : 
the Judge refers to hiftory above a hundred years 
tack, and very grayely tells the Grand Jury, that 
** fomc medals 'arid dull lefts are mentioned and re- 
^\ prefcritcd as aground of quarrel bettveeh thfe^Eng- 
y lifli and Dutch in 167^, and likevvife cauf<^d 
*'^* r Lewis the XIV th to make an e^^peditlon into the 
/^Ip'nited 'Provinces of the JSV.herlands, in the fame 
?^ year, arid neiarly ruined that commonwealth/' 

This v\as an example in teirorem^ and was evi- 
dently cited for th'e pur|)6fe of impreffing on the 
minds of the Jury, tHe peril that their country might 
incur from fuffering me to ** efc^pe with impunity.'' 
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Bat, granting for a moment, that laying a reftraint 
on the prefs, for fear the effe£is of its freedom Jhould 
^ffetid foreign powers \ allowing that fuch an a6l is 
not to the laft degree Ihameful and debaling, and 
only fbited to a country in the moft'^-abjeft ftate of 
vaflalage t allowing thjs, let us fee if the Judge's 
quotation was^uite e6rre6l and candid. 

Now, i fay, and every one of the moft fuperficial 
reading knows, that the medals and duUjeJis alluded 
to, never were, nor are they any where (except in 
this learned charge) ** mentioned znA reprefented z.^ a 
*^ ground of .quarrel between the Englifli and Dutch 
"^^ fn 1672,*' nor at any other period. Home, who it 
will hardly be denied is at leafl: as good an autho- 
rity as Pennfylvania's Chief Judge, does indeed fay, 
that ** certain medals and pictures were made the 
*' miferahJe pretext of a moft fcandalous breach of 
'^ feith" on tlie part of the profligate Charles II. ; 
but fie tells us that the real grounds of the war were, 
the inordiqatc amtbition of Ijcwis XIV. and the 
thirft for riches and arbitrary power of the corrupted 
miniftiy of England, well known by the name of 
the Cabal. 

Befides, had medals and dull jefts really been, 
which they were not, the grounds of the war, can- 
dour Ihould have led the Judjge to continue his re- 
ference to hiftory a little further, and to tell the 
Grand Jury haw that war t^rminqtedj and how the 
7iearly ruined Commonwealth, behaved with refpeft to 
the medals and dull jefts. 

Lewis XIV. did, indeed, make a devaftating and 
cruel expedition into the Netherlands, and reduced 
the Dutch to the laft extremity by land, while the 
combined fleets of England and France nearly 
blocked up their ports, and^uined their commerce. 
In this awful ftate.of their affairs, the two unprin- 
cipled monarchs made known to them their pretend* 
^pns, which, among many other humiliating terms, 
» « i^ fpccifie4 
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fpecified that " all perfons guilty of wniing/eJiliotif- 
** lihels againft them, Ihould, on complaint, be b^- 
*^ niflied for ever from the States." The Common- 
wealth, though, as the Judge fays, nearly ruined^ 
fcorned the infolent pretenfions ; and, following the 
example of the Prince of Orange, nobly refolved 
•♦* to refift the haughty vidors, and to defend tho^e 
:^^ laft remains of their native foil, of which neither 
/* the irruptions of Lewis, nor the inundation, pf 
; ^^ waters, had as yet bereaved them. Should even 
" the ground fail them on which they might combat, 
'^ they were ftill refolved not to yield the genefoqs 
'* ftrife ; but, flying to their fettlements in the Indies, 
^* eredl a new empire in thofe remote regions, and 
^^ preferve alive, even in the climates of flavery, 
^' that liberty of which Europe was become un- 
/*' worthy." 

This is what Mr. M*Kean fliould have told the 
. Grand Jury ; and he IJiould have told them bef^des, 
tLhat this brave refolution of the Dutch met with, a 
glorious reward; that a few months faw their gal- 
lant fleet a match for thofe of the two raonarchies 
united, and that the haughty-King of France, driven 
by. the Prince op Orange from fortr^fe to fortrefs, 
and from province tp province, at laft entered hiah 
vain and frivolous capital, covered with defeat, and 
difgrace, before the triumphal arch of St. Dennis, 
. creAed for the celebration of his conaucfls, was coqi- 
pletely out of the hands of the architect ! 

Tljis is the paffage of hiffory, yvhich, above all 

. others, the republican ear dwells on with pleaiurej 

this is what the Chief Judge (houfcj have related to 

.•the Jury; but this would not have anfyvered his pur- 

\pofe. Such an example of republican fortitude and 

. Jieroifm would have, founded well frotn the lips of 

. Jiis Honour; but ^^he (jvand.. Jury of ^ Philadelphia 

-fljpwed by their /i^hteous. deciiioja, that they flood 

^ :p.ot in need of examples^ ffom hiilory to flimulate 

thcxi^ 
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them to a6l agreeably to the di6lates of their con- 
fcience, and to reje6l with difdain every idea of fear 
that their acquittal of an innocent man might bring 
down on themfelves and their country the chaftife- 
ment of foreign nations. 

Before I conclude my remarks on this part of the 
charge, I cannot refrain from noticing the very 
odious impreffion it is calculated to give the world 
with refped: to the government and the charadier 
of the American nation. 

It is well known that at the time when the para- 
graphs againft Spain and France were publifhed, 
and when the charge was delivered, the former na- 
tion were openly violating their treaty with this 
country, which had juft then been grofsly infalted 
by their Minifter: and that the latter were plunder- 
ing its commerce in every part of the world, block- 
ing up its rivers, lafhing its feafaring citizens like 
convicts, and driving its humble negotiators from' 
their capital with fcorn and reproach. Thefe circum- 
ftances taken into confideration, whatmuft foreign- 
ers infer from the charge ? Will they not fay, and 
very juft ly too, * Such is yoMX liberty oftheprefsy fuch 
^ your hoajted independence, that let a nation trample 

* on your rights, deride, infult, rob, and torture 

* you, and your Government ever fl:ands ready to in- 

* flidl the punijhmeht of a murderer on the firft man 

* who, in refenting your injuries, fliall fl:ep one inch 

* befide the line of the labyrinthian law o( cotiftruc^ 
' tive libels ; and this cruelty it condefcends to, left 

* its lenity to its friends and fupporters fhould give 

* Umbrage to an infolent and perfidious foe !'— -Yes, 
this will they fay ; and if there be an American who 
can patiently bear the difgraceful imputation, I ad- 
mire his Chriftian humility ; but t envy him not his 

Jibertjyy his independence, or his republicanifm. 

After all, allowing that America is fo beggared in 
paeans, and fo humbled in fpirit; allowing thefe 

independent 
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imiepeiidetit States to be already reduced to a pitch of 
general vaflalage, that renders fuch a facrifice to the 
pride and infolcnce of foreign nations prixlent and 
Bcceirary : allovviog that the Judge made all this ap- 
pear to be true, let us return, and fee wliat the 
printers of the French fadlon have publiflied againft 
other governments, nations, and princes, without his 
feeling himfelf " impreflcd with the duties of hid^ 
•* fiation'' to hind them over. 

Now, reader, prepare yourfelf for a catalogue of 
the mofi: indecent, blacky and infamouily libellous 
expreffions, that ever dropped from the lips or pen 
of mortal man* The French language is very weak 
and fteril compared to ours, particularly in terms of 
reproach and abufc. Their rafcals fpend their breath 
for half an hour in noify volubility, to producer 
faint idea of what ours can exprefs in one fliort grind 
of the teeth. But all this bitternefs^ all the force 
and fury of this our dear mother tongue, the crafty 
Gaul has, we are now about to fee^ had the addrefs 
lo bring over into his own fervice. 

To begin with Callender: this little reptile, 
^ho, from outward appearances, feems to have been 
born for a chimncy-fweep, and to be now following 
the footy trade, made his elcape from the hands of 
jufiice in Scotland, in the year 1 793, after being ap- 
:preh§pded as the author of a Hbellous^pamphlct, en- 
titled, " The Political. Progrefs of Britainr 

This work, which is of confiderable bulk, is no- 
thing but a firing of falfeboods, intcrfperfed.with the 
moil audacious libels on the Britifh miniflry, and 
every branch of the Royal Family ; which latter the 
author calls the '^ ruffian race ofBritiJh Kings?* In 
one place he calls the Right Honourable William 
Pitt a hardened /windier ^zxiA in another he calls bis 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales a murderer. He, 
in one fliort fentence, configns to infamy both the 
Royal Family and thepeople at large. " Since the 

^* Norman 
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*« Norman ^onqueft," fays he, ^* England has beea 
** governed by thirty-three fovereigns; and, ofthefe, 
^* two thirds were, each of them by an hundred dif- 
*^ fcnent actions, deferving of the gibbet ; and thfe 
** people feem to have been as perfectly diverted of 
** evfery honourable feeling, as Majejiy it/elf'^ 

Well, this pamphlet, though a-bounding in fudt 
atrocious libels as thof<^ and though the author, in 
his prefiide, ' boafls of; having been obliged to fly 
from hife country for publilftiing it, was republifhed 
in Philadelpbia, and was never difcountenanotd by the 
Goverttoent or the Chief Juftice. Nay, Gallender 
fays in hi^ preface, that certain gentlemen, and par- 
ticuliarly Mr. Jefferfon^ the Vice-prefident of the 
United States, hkd encoutiaged him to give an Ame* 
rican edition of this infamous performance ! 

I have a' dozen foutces to which I could apply for 
libels agafinfl fdifeign PriAces and States. Brown 
has been guilty of crimes of this kind without num- 
Wr, and fo have DtfKLAP and his fucceflbrs. The 
CtATPOOLfes, no longer ago than September laft, 
calls herMajcfty the Queen of Portugal a erazy lady 
5ind a lunatic. Oswald, to the day of his death, 
jpublifhedat leaft forty libels regularly two days in 1^ 
week ; but he is dead ; I Ihall therefore leave him, 
and cortie to BajckPb, the Chief Judge's companion 
at civic feftivaW. 

Therc'isnot^a Prince or Power of Europe, who 
has difcbvcred the teaft inclination to oppofe the 
French, or difcredit their infamous principles, whom 
this caitiff printer and his fupporters have not libel- 
led in the moft outrageous manner. The Emperor 
of Germany and his Generals have been called thieves 
^nd/coundrels a thoufand times ; the King of Pruflia, 
iefore his defe^lion^ was called a Jharper ; the Era- 
prefs of Ruflia, in No. 1361, is called a j^^-^<?^7r. 
But the Britifh nation, Government, and King, have 
Ijcen the conftant objeds of tijeir moft wicked ca- 
lumnies. 
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luxnnies. Mr. Smith of Baltimore, in open Con- 
grefe, called the King of Great Britain "^ menfier^ 
" a king offea-robhersJ^ His decent fpeech wa,s pub- 
liflied in all the papers of that day. Bachr, in hisj 
paper. No. 1036, fays of Britain, that ^^ di/ho^ 
^^nour marks her councils and her a£tions^^ In 1041, he 
ialls the Britifh a " perfidious nation'^ In 108 1, he 
calls Britain ** that proud, tyrannical, and infamous 
*^ kingdom.** In 1083, he calls the people of Great 
Britain ** the bloody favage ijlandersy The Grovern- 
mcnt, in various papers, he calls, ** that corrupt mo^ 
*^ narchy — ^that corrupt government — a mixture of 
*^ tyranny, profligacy^ brutality^ and corruption^* — 
In the letters of Franklin, publiflied in his paper, he 
calls Admiral Murray ^^ freebooter Murray." In 
^1033, he calls his Britannic Majefty " a prince of 
** robbers.*' In 1048, he calls him, " that prince 
** oi land and fea-robbersy Georg£ III." In 103 1, he 
fays^ fpeaking of Great Britain, " I pledge you my 
" word, that I fliould heartily rejoice, if the Royal 
" Family were all decently guillotined^' And iinaUy^ 
not to tire my readers with the abominations of this 
atrocious mifcreant, he puts a mock fpeech into th^ 
mouth of the King of Great Britain, and makes him 
conclude as under the gallonvs at Tyburn ! 

Here are infults, if you talk of infults, to foreign 
nations. Nor arc thefe the worft. . A pamphkrt 
once before quoted, called a Rub from Snub, has 
the following ^'decent'' lines; I will not call tbeoi 
Tcrfes : 

" God fcourge Old England's Kingi 

** To earth the direfulfpriog 
** Of tears and blood : 

*• May all fitch rafcalsfally 

" Lords, £>ukiSy and devils all, 
** Biting the mud. 

*• When Britain's leafi fliall be 
•* Diirob'd of royalty, 

«*Difcordflianfly; 

<* But 
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« But while the monJIer*s jaws, 
" Fix'd at her vitals, gnaws, 
*^ Freedom fliall die. 

** Why fliould Columbia's fire, 
" Her ancient flame expire, 

** While nations rife ? • [ . 

« Still the Brute Royal r&ve$^ 
** Unchains his BritiJkJIaves 

" Fierce in your eyes. 

** Why did juft Heaven ordaio 
" Kings and their mifcreant train^ 

*« Pefts to this world ? 
<* Deep in hell's ruthlefs £ame, 
** Shrouded jn endlefs fliame, 

"JMaytheybchurrd!'' 

Was there ever fuch abominable outrage as tliis 
offered to mortal man any where but in America ? 
No : fince the art of writing was difcovered, there 
never were fuch libels tolerated againfl any human 
J>eing, whether friend or enemy. Yet neither the 
Government of Pennfylvania^ nor the Chief Juflice, 
nor any other perfon in authority, ^ver interfered* 
No one amongft all thefe libellers was ever profc- 
cuted or hound over. Their poUiics were f erf e£lly 
French J and all went finoo.tbly on. 

Let us for a moment fuppofe (whi<:h, however^ 
we have no right to do), that the ftupid and ungene- 
rous prejudice prevailing againft Great Britain^ 
formed fome trifling excufe for the remiflhefs (to 
give it the mildeft term) of the Executive and Judi- 
ciary of the State. Still this could not apply to the 
libels publifhed againfl other nations and princes ; 
fome 0/ which had, and now have^ treaties of amity 
with this country ; and others were not, nor ever 
had been, its foes. 

Amongft thefe nations there is one, the libels 
againft which I have referved for this place : I mean 
Sfain. For three long years the King of Spain, his 

government 
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government and miniftry, were the fubje(5l of con* 
i\ant abufe and defamatiqn. ^ache^ in Na 102S 
of his vile paper, fays, ^^ TheJIaves of Madrid will 
** foon ihrink from the cppquerpjr^ of f oqloq." And 
in No. 1044, he has, fpeaking of Spain, thcfe 
words : " The mq^ cowardly of the'litiman race ;*'— 
" the Spanijh Jlaves ;"-^** the ignorapt foldiery of the 
** infamous tyrant of Caffth*^ 

Now, this is the very iamp JPrinpe, and fame 
people, that I have been prosecuted iot libelling. 
Compare what I h^ve (^id, or r^tjier what I have 
publiihed, concerning thepgi } C9a)ipar^ the paflages 
in the Bill of Indii^ment with tbo4e here quoted, 
anfi then praife the impartiality and juflice of ihc 
frfe find equal governjTimt of PennJyJvania ! Don Yrujo 
nev^f thought the hopour pf his mafter, when callecj 
a.D n^amous tyrant y njiei;it!ed i\is zeal to defend it ; hay^ 
ti^ very priuter who thus defame^ him^ the Don 
has employed a^ the printer oif hiis iiifotent letter to 
Afr.PxcKERiNG !' This man's condudl is' hardly worth 
notice ; but ho.w fnall we account fpr the condudl iqf 
the Chief Judge of Pcn,nfylvania ? Surely the King 
of Spain's chara<^fer ought to have been an ol^jecSl of 
his attention then as well as now ; uulefs jve are will- 
ing to allow that no character is under the protec- 
tion oiF the laws of Pennfyjvania, unle^ it be of^^r- 
fons devoted to the xvill of France. 

But befcfre I cohcliide this comparifon between 
what I have been moft jrigproufly profccuted for do- 
ing, and what others have done with impunity, I 
^all give the reader a foecimea or two of the coo- 
du(Sl of the officers of thi3 Pcnnfylyania Gove^-nment 
(not excluding the Chief Judge himfelfj towards fq-- 
|rcign nations and princes. 

The Cover naf (Mifflin) aflifted at a civic feftival, 

when 
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when the following toafts were drunk : which were 
publif^ed in moll of the newipapers *. 

** Thofe illuftrhus citl%ens fent to Botany Bay* — May they be 
^^ fpeedily racalkd by their country in the day ^fljer regeneration,*^ 

** May the fpirit of parliamentary reform in Britain and Ireland 
** hurji the hands of corruption^ and over^uohelm the foes of liberty.^* 

** The ^tf«j-<:»^//w of France. — May the robes of «//the Empt-. 
** rors^ Kings^ Princes^ and Potentates [not excepting the King of 
^* Spain\ now employed in fuppreiBng the flame of liberty, be 
** cut up to moke breeches." 

This is pretty *^ decent ^^^ in a Governor ; but, 
without flopping to remark on the peculiar decency 
of his toaftlng a gang of conviSls, let us come to 
another inftance of his condudl, full as ^^ decent** as 
this. 

At the civic feftival, held in this city in 1794, to 
celebrate the dethronement of " our great and good 
" ally, lucwi's XVl/' there were " aftembled," accord- 
ing to ihc proces verbal^ which was fent to the Paris 
Convention, **lhe Chiefs, civil and military , ofPenn^ 
^^fylvaniay This proces verbal contains a letter to 
the Convention, in which the following honourable 
mention is made of the Governor : ^* The Governor 
*^ of Pennfylvania, that ardent friend of the French 
^^JRcpiibliCy was prefent, and j^zrtook {)( all our enihu- 
^ Ji^lf^^i and all onr fentiments^ ^ 



* See Bache of i ith February, 1795. 

f The reader will not be furprifed to hear that this is the iden- 
tical Governor who wanted a few thoufands of dollars from the 
French Minifter Fauchet ; and who drew, y^cr^/Zy, 15,000 dollars 
out of the Bank of Pennfylvania I ! 

This maa brought a whole litter of bqftards home to his virtuous 
wife. He is a (hamelefs bJq.ckguard, a drunkard, and every thing 
that can be named that is vile. Such is a republican Governor', a 
'Chief Magiftrate of State, who has infinitely greater power over life 
and property than King George has 1 !— i\nd this I have already 
■proved on fundr^ occaiiony. , 

'" I believe 
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I believe they fpoke truth; for the cannon^ of the 
State were fired, and military companies, with drums' 
beating and colours flying, attended the execrable 
fefe, one of the ceremonies of which was, hurning^ 
the Englijh flag ; and as to the fentiments contained 
in the oaths znd /peeches\{or there were both), they 
abounded in infults towards almoft all the Princes of 
the earth, but particularly the King of Great Bri- 
tain. 

M'Kean dwells with great ftrefs on the danger to 
be apprehended from infulting foreign nations^ 
more efpecially thole with which we have negotia- 
tions fe^idingy and the perfons with whom we are to 
treat. Well, then, all the libels that I have here 
produced againfl: his Britannic Majefty, his Minif- 
ters, and his people ; and this " decent'* conduA 
on the part of " the Chiefs, civil and military yoi 
** Pcnnfylvania/' and on the part of the Governor 
himfclf; all thefe libels were publifhed, and this 
condu6i took place at the very time when Mr. Jay wat 
in England negotiating an amicable adjuftment. of dif 
ferences with the Britljh M'lniftry and their Sove* 
reign I 

The Chief Juftice would, I dare fay, be -very 
angry not to hc^ thought included among ** the 
" Chiefs, ^r/Wand military, of the State of Pennfyl- 
" vania ;" but I fhall leave nothing to inference Of 
fuppofition. Fa6ls are what I love ; and happily his 
condud and characfier are not in want of plenty to 
illuflrate them. I could mention one civic feflival 
at vvhich he affifted, where ^^ A revolution in Great 
" Britain'' was toafted ; and another, where a toaft 
was, ^^ Succefs to the United Irijhmen^* then in open 
rebellion againft their King ; but thefe would not, 
in point of time, be quite to my purpofe : I fhal]| 
therefore, come to one inflance of his condu6l that 
is fo. It is a fort of companion-piece to his charge,. 
I and 
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and it fhall,,for that reafon, be put exa6lly upon a 
parallel with if. 



!fudgi M'Kean's Charge 

AGAINST 

PETER PORCUPINE. 

" At a time when mifunder- 
** ftandings prevail between the 
" Repubhcs of the United States 
** ana France, and when our 
•* General Government have ap- 
** pointed public Minifters tocn- 
" deavour their removal and re- 
** (lore the former harmony, 
** fome of the journals or newf- 
** papers in the City of Philadel- 
** phia have teemed with the 
** moft irritating invedives, 
•♦ couched in the moft vulgar 
** and opprobrious language, not 
•' only againft the French nation 
** and their allijBS, but the very 
** men in power with whom the 
** Minifters of our country are 
" fentto negotiate. Thefe pub- 
** lications have an evident tend- 
" ency not only to fruftrate a 
•' reconciliation, but to create a 
♦* rupture and provoke a war be- 
*^ tween the fifter Republics, and 
" feem calculated to vilify, nay^ 
•'to fubvert all republican go- 
** vernments whatfoevei;. 

** Jmprejfed *with the duties of 
V myftation^ 1 have ufed fome 
*♦ endeavours for checking thefe 
'* evils, by binding over the edi- 
** tor and printer of one of them, 
** licentious and virulent beyond 
** all former example, to his 
** good behaviour ; but he ftill 
" perfevcres in his nefarious pub- 
^ lications ; he has ranfacked 
•* our language for teryis of re» 
^* proach ^nd infult, and for the 
* •* bafeft acccufationa^gainft eve- 
YoL, vp. **ry 



Peter Porcupine* s Charge 

AGAINST 

JUDGE M'KEAN. 

At a time when mifiinder-, 
ftandings prevailed between this^ 
country and Great Britaitij and 
when the General Government 
bad appointed Mr, Jav^ and 
fent him to England to endeavoui; 
to remove them, many nejWfjja-. 
pers and pamphlets in this city 
of Philadelphia teemed with the 
moft falfe, moft vile, and moft 
rafcally abufe, not only againft 
the Britifti nation and their al- 
lies, butalfo againft the very Mi- 
nifters, and the very Monarch, 
with whom he was fent to treat. 
Thefe publications had an evi- 
dent tendency, not only to fruf- 
trate a reconciliation, fo necef- 
fary to the peace, profperity, and 
happinefs of America, but to 
provoke a deftrudive war be- 
tween the two nations ; and 
were befides, calculated to vilify 
and fubvert all lairful and good 
government whatfoever. 



Yet Thomas M*Kean, th^s 
Chief Juftice of Pennfylvania, 
never nuas imprejjed vjith the du- 
ties of hisjiatiotfy fo far as to u{e 
any, the moft feeble, endeavour 
for checking thefe evils. He ne- 
ver did punifti, or profecute, or 
bind over, or reprimand, one of 
the infamous authors, printers^ 
or publifliers ; but, on the con- 
trary, wl^n the unratified treaty 
was prooiulgated, he appeared at 
the neadpf a Committee Xx^ the 
c 9 State* 
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**ryruleranddiftingui(hedcha- Stat6rhonfe yard, farrounded 

"raster in France and Spain, with a. vaft concourfc of rabble, 

♦* with whom we chance to have aflemblhed for the evident and 

*' any intercourfe, which it is avowed, purpofc of preventing 

•* tcarce in nature to forgive ; in its ratification. Here Hamilton 

** brief, he braves his recogni- Eovoanv/zs^ on motion from the 

" iaftce and the laws. It is now chair, welcomed with many 

*' with you, gentlemen of the cheers ; the rabble were called 

•'Grand Jury, to animadvert on on to kick the damned treaty to^ 

" his condu6i : without your aid hell^ and they afterwards went 

" it cannot be corre6tecU The and lurnt it^ with every mark 

•* government that will not dif- of hatred and infult, ctpofite the 

** countenance, may be thought doer oj the Britifif Amiajador ! 
** to adopt it, and be deemed 
'« juftly chargeable with all the 
*' confequences." 

There is the text, reader; make the comment 
yourfclf; fori have not language to do juflice to 
the indignant feelings that it excites in my breaft.— 
Sum up the evidence, and judge of the candour 
and impartiality ofthe Chief Jufiiceof Penntylvaniai 
All that could be conjured up againft me, was in- 
cluded in the Bill of Indidlment, the very harlheft 
exprellion to be found in which is my calHng the 
King of Spain a *' degeverate Frince :^ while I have 
proved, from papers and pamphlets now in print, 
and to be come al by every one, that others have 
pruited and pubUfhed to the world, that Mr. Jay 
is a '* damned arch traitor,'* General Walhington 
a *' patron of fraud, a legalizcr of corruption, and 
-^^ an aflaffin ;" that the Emprefs of Ruffia is a " fhe- 
** bear," the King of Pruflia a ** fharper,** the Queen 
of Portugal a " lunatic," the Prince of Wales a 
*^ murderer,*' the King of Great Britain a ** brute, a 
** monfler, a ralcal, and a robber worthy of the gib- 
'^ bet ;" and lafily, that the King of Spain, whom I 
'only called a degenerate Prince, has been boldly de- 
clared to be *^ an infamous tyrant r"-*^And I again and 
again repeat, that the Chief Juftice has fuflfercd all 
Ihig to pafi immediately under ,his fight, unprofc- 
/ : 1 • cuted. 
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cuted, unreproved, and unnoticed ; while my publica- 
tions have been watched with a never flumbering eye, 
iind profecuted with a rigour unparalleled ; while 
two thirds of a charge to a Grand Jury have been 
diredly pointed at my perfon ; while every feverc 
maxim .of our own law has been ibught out; and, 
as if all this were not enough, while the bloody 
Twelve Tables of Rome, and the laws of Valentinian, 
have been reforted to, in order to excite a horror of 
my offence, and to draw down punilhmcnt on my 
head, for publifhing what an enlightened and ho- 
nefl: Grand Jury has determined not to he lihlr 
lous ! 

Haw difficult foever the reader may here find it to 
reprefs the emotions which fuch hitherto unheard- 
of conduft is calculated to excite, I muft beg him 
to indulge them till I have drawn his attention to a 
fa6l, which, in the crowd of matter, I dare fay has 
efcaped him. 

I have amply proved, that the pretended libels for 
which I have been profecuted, are, to the real ones 
publiftied by others, what the glare of a taper is to 
a city in flames. I have proved that the very 
monarch, whom I termed a ** degenerate Prince," 
has been by others proclaimed as *^ an infamous ty- 
** rant," But there was yet one fadl wanting to ren- 
der this fcandalous profccution complete; and that 
fadl is at hand. 

The reader, by turning back to page 348 of this vo- 
lume, will perceive, that one of my '^ falfe, fcandalous, 
•' and malicious libels,'' as they are moft falfely and 
fcandaloufly called, did not originate with me, nor ia 
my paper. It was copied from Fenno's paper of an 
anterior date. This material circumftance was very 
cautioufly and candidly kept out of the Billof hidi£f- 
ment^ though the heads and titles of the other two 
publications were mentioned; and there is every 
c Q 2^ rcafon . 
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reafon to believe that it efcapcd the attention of 
the Grand Jury. 

The Indidment, as is ufual, concludes with ftat- 
ing the tendency of the crime, part of whkli is, " thq 
** evil example of all others in the like cafe^siffend- 
^* ing." This is raoft cert^iinly very proper : for, to 
prevent the effects of evil example^ is, or ought to 
be, the principal objeft of all pahifhments. Bdt 
how could I be faid to fet the evil example^ when it 
was notorious that I had been far furpafled by others, 
who had never been called to account, and when 
the very publication for ^hich I was profecuted, I 
had copied word for word from another printer, a na- 
tive of the country, and living in the fame city with 
inyfelf ? Mr. Fen no has never been hvntid over. 
He has never been arrefled : nor has he been even 
fpoken to on the fubjec!5t. He lias heard of my be- 
ing profecuted ;. but he little imagines it was for his 
crimes. 

Thus, in the capital of America, amidft all its 
vaunted liberty of the prcfs^ and under the ^^ etpmf* 
znd ^^ humirie'' laws of Pennfylvania, another man 
has been allowed to print and publifh', not only with 
impunity, but without proof, a paragraph, for the 
republiiniilg of which I have bden feized as a crimi- 
.nal, expofed to the danger of a beavj^ fine, of iifapri- 
fonrnent at hard labour, of being crammed into a 
dungeon, and oi fuffering the punijhmeni of a mur- 
derer ! 

Is this your repiihlican jirilice ? Is this the blefled 
fruit of that liberty ^ to obtain which, all the horrors 
of a revolution arc to be encountered, Kings are to 
be hurled from their thrones, and nations deluged 
in blood ? Was it for this that America maintained 
a ten years defolating war ; that all the ties of iiite- 
rcft, of allegiance, of friendfhip, and of nature, 
were rent afundcr, and that a hundred thooiand of 
I ter 
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her fons w^re ftretched dead on the plain ? Talk not 
to me of your fovereign people and your univerfal 
futFrage; of your political liberty and your equal 
rights: they are empty founds which I regard not. 
Give me fecurity for my perfon and property ; or, at 
leafl, let me ihare the fate of my neighbour. " Send 
*^us/' faid the Ifraelites of old ; "fend us, O Lord, 
** a King, that he may render xx^juftice'^ To en- 
iure this laft-raentioned ineftimable bleffing, is the 
end of civil focieiy, and ought to be the great obje6t 
of all political inftitutions. Jufiice is the foul of 
freedom, ?l^ impartiality is the foul of jufiice; and 
without thqfe, liberty is an impoflor, and law is a 
farce. 

I fliould here bid the reader adieu, leaving him 
to pour out his foul, like Judge M*Kean, in hofan- 
n^hs for the *' temporal bleffings of the Reprcfenta- 
*^ tive Denapcracy, which the Almighty, in his great 
*^ mercy ^ has vouchfafed unto us;" but I have 
pledged ,myfelf to prove, that *' the Britijh prefs is 
** much freer than that of America ;'* and, notwithfland- 
ing " the bleffings in great mercy vouchfafed unto 
** us/' I fear not, that, with the indulgence of the 
reader, I fliall make good my promife. For the mo*» 
tives from which I do this I am refponfible to no 
one: if, however, an apology is thought neceflaiy, 
Jet it be fought for in the abominable treatment I 
; have experienced. 

Since the revolution, which terminated in the ip- 
dependence of thefe States, almofi: every publication 
here, and every democratic one in Great Britain, 
have held the Ubprty of the American prefs up in 
triumphant exultation over that of the prefs of Great 
Britain. How many volumes might be :tilled up 
with inftances of this fort t How many thoufand 
times is the vain boaft. repeated in the courfe of each 
revolving fun ! To refer to particular publications 
is like feeking for proofs of daylight or of dari^nefs : 

a c 3 but 
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but, there is one that I muft refer to, bccaufe it fo 
aptly anfwers my purpofc. It is a letter of the arqh 
ledtarian Priestley, who, not content without 
companions in his fallen fiate, has fpared no pains 
to inveigle his countrymen hither. He tells the pcOi 
pie of England, in his letter fent there to be pub- 
liflied, that ^* Here (in Ualics^ to mark the contraft), 
** here the profs is free.- j^irr^ truth is not a libel." 
This fatanic letter contains many other aflertions 
equally/?^, which I may one day or other cxpofe : 
but, at prefent, I notice only what appertains to my 

. fubjea*. 

The poor Do(51or was always a bold aflfertor ; but, 
in the cafe before us, I muft confefs, a more ferupu- 
lous man might have been led into the adoption of 
a falfehood. The appeal has been fo inceflantly 
rung in our ears ; we have been fo bored with it iti all 
ieafons, at all hours, eating, drinking, and fleeping 
time not excepted, that it required a degree of incre- 
dujity rarely to be met with to refift the temptation 
to belief. The alfcrtion is neverthelefs falfe ; and 
it is a falfehood too, which the fafety of every one 
(particularly a foreigner) who touches pen or types 

' requires to be clearly and fully expofed. 

That TRurH may be a libel- in Great Britain^ and 

\ that it cannot bj a libel here^ is generally believed ; 
and is thought to conflitute the difference in the 
laws of the two countiies, on this head. But this 
is no more than a vulgar notion, taken up from ig- 

* The letter, of \yhich 1 fpeak here, I have a copy of by roc, 
in a Liverpool paper. — But fince the Dodor wrote that letter, it 
feems, experience has changed his opinion. He Kas fuffercd the 
J lift poniflittient of his malignancy againft his country ; he has been 
cheated, ncgleidted, and fcorned. He now is ip an pbfcurity hardly 
penetrable ; he is reduced to poverty, and is burfting with vexa- 
tion. All this has had an effect ; 'ahd I willftaitc as 'a fia6^, which 
I call on him to deny, if he can, that he has lately declaitd, that 
** republican goverMmMJ are tJke mttft arbitrary in tbt 'OJ^rldl ! I" 

norance, 
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norance, and propagated from vanity and envy. I 
defy any man to produce me a lingle law, or a linglc 
conftitution (for, "thank God," as the Judge fays, 
we have many) ; I defy him to cite me a claufe or 
fentence that fays, or that leaves room to fuppofe, that 
truth may not be deemed a libel here as well as in 
England. The United States, and the individual 
States of Maflachufetts, New Hampiliire, Vermont, 
Maryland, North Carolina, and Kentucky, each 
of them fay that iheprefs " ought to hefree^'' in a jfliort 
vague fentence, of which any lawyer of a common 
capacity would give as many difFerent interpretations 
as there can be rung changes upon twelve bells, 
which are faid to amount to fome millions, Penn- 
fylvania and Tennefee fay the fame, and more. 
They fay, with the other States, and with the laws 
of England, that theprefsjhall be free ; and they add, 
that, "in profecutions for the publication of papers, 
" inveftigating the official condud* of officers^ or 
*^ where the matter publifhed \s proper for public in^ 
** formation^ the truth thereof may be given in evi- 
" dence." Connefticut, New-York, New-Jerfcy, 
Delaware, Virginia, So,uth Carolina, and Georgia, 
have had the prudence to fay nothing at all about the 
matter ; and, as to Rhode Ifland, its conftitution is 
neither more nor lefs than a new edition of the char-, 
ter granted them by " the abundant grace, certain 
*^ knowledge, and mere motion" of King Charles II. 
Thus it ftands, bound up with the other lixteen con* 
ftitutions, without the addition or exclufion of a An- 
gle word ^. And all theother States, without one ex- 



* Let thofc who contend that the Americans have gained by 
their revolution, repeat this with fliaoie. The old charter of 
Charles 11. one of the worft of the Englifh Kings, is their pre- 
fent conftitution : and yet this is the people who wanted a revol lo- 
tion to obtain liberty ^ and whom the people of England are called, 
on to imitate ! 

c € 4 ception. 
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ccption, have taken IpeciaV care to bind down their 
rulers 7iever to deprive them of the comimn law of Eng- 
land ^ but to preferve it inviolate to them and tlieir 
children. Amidll all their vagaries, when they 
were (lark flaring drunk with revolationary triumpbj 
they had the good fenfe, the faving grace, to clirtg 
fafl: round this old trunk of folid and fubftantial li- 
berty. Long may they hold by it, and never fufFer 
it to be chipped away by quibbling ftatutes and- par- 
tial Judges ! 

Hence, then, it happens, very Itickily for me, 
that, if there be any State, in which the common 
few of England refpefting libels is departed from, 
it is poor Pennfylvania. And what is the mighty 
" blcffing" Ihe has had "vouchfafed unto her?** 
Why, *' in profecutions for the publication of pa- 
** pers invefligating the 0^^/V// Conduct oi officers^ 
** or where the matter publiflied is proper for puhKc 
" information^ the truth may be given in evidence. ^^ 
So that, you will pleafe to obferve, Meflieurs au- 
thors and printers, that,'firft, the perfon about whonv 
you publilh muft be an officer ; and next, you muft 
touch upon nothing but his official c6xtd\i&. Pre* 
cious privilege ! It is a mere net to catch the unwary : 
It leaves not the lead fcope for cenfuring any public 
man whatfoever, but feems, on the contrary, in- 
tended to Ihelter his faults and his crimes from the 
lafh of the prefs. By declaring that the truth Ihall 
be admitted as evidence as to fuch publications only 
as touch his official condu6V, his private chara6ler 
and condufl are held up as facred and inviolable. 

But the Judge, the cxpofitor of the conditution, 
goes ftill further. He tells us that thc; publications 
refpe6ling the official conduft of officers muft not 
only be true, but '* cahdid'' and ^* decent^ alfo. This 
is a maxim laid down in his charge, arid every one 
will agree, that he was ready to put it in pradice. 
Comfortable writing and publifhing it muft be, thus 

penned 
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penned up with vague and indefinite epithets ! Truth 
niay be defined and afcertained ; but what publica- 
tion is there, which, by fome quirk or other, might 
xiot be reprefeqted as tmcandid or indecent f Yet, as 
if this left the prefs ftill toofre^^ the Judge tells us, 
that fuch pubiications muft not ortly be decent , candid^ 
** znd true; but,befidesall this, they "rnufthavcan 
eye/olely to the public good.'' — Here is a pretty latitude 
for quibble and litigation ! Not only ihcfai^s are to 
be eftabliflied, and the manner and J^y/^ approved of 
by the Court, but even the motives of the writer are 
to be inquired into, and may be conftrued into a 
ground for punifhinghim ! 

One woqld now think that the officers of Penn- 
fylvania were fafely enough fortified againft the at- 
tacks of the prefs ; but the Chief Jiiftice was re-, 
folved to guard them at every point ; and therefore, 
after throwing up baftions in abundance, and out- 
works upon outworks, he furrounds the whole with 
a line of contra vallation, thus : — " Where libels 
^* are printed againft ferjons employed in apiblic capa^ 
" city^ they receive ati aggravation^ as they tend to 
^* fcandalize the Government.'' Charming liberty of 
the prefs ! Againft men thus defended, what devil 
of a printer is there, who will ever dare to fire a 
fingle fbot ? Suppofe, for inftance, that a Judge 
Were to be guilty of forae moft vile and infamous 
offence: fuppofe he were to thieve; one would think 
that a free prefs fhould take fome little notice of it ; 
but you muft not do it, becaufe thieving is not (or, 
♦ atleaft, lam fure, it ought not to be) the official 
condu6l: of a Judge, and therefore the truth cannot 
be given in evidence ; and becaufe the libel would 
** receive an aggravation," as it would moft cer- 
tainly " tend to fcandalize the Governments.*^ Thus 
^ is 

* A Judge of Pennfylvania, Redman, was, in November, 1795, 
caught thieving in the fliop of Mr. Folwell, the dry-goods 

merchant 
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is the prefs of Pennfylvania nailed down : but if fuciv 
a thing had happened in England, or in France, 
previous to the revolution, the printers would have 
blazoned it from one end of the empire, nay, from 
one end of the World to the other ; and if they could 
have found a conveyance to the moon, thither, it 
would have gone. It is right to curb fuch " licen- 
.*• tious" fellows. Their blabbing ought to be pre- 
vented ; and for doing this, give me not a mighty 
kingdom with flanding armies and lettrcs de cachet, 
but give me a little fnug *^ Reprefentative Demo- 
*^ cracy," armed with the power of binding them over 
at difcretiony and infliiSling on them the pur^/hment of 
a murderer. 

As to the latter provifion of the claufe above 
quoted, that the truths publiflied muft \^ proper for 
fuhlic information^ it is far worfe than nothing ; for 
what \^ proper for public information is no libel accord- 
ing lo the common law ; and therefore no truths nor 
any evidence whatfoever, is neceflary to juftify its 
publication, in the eye of the lavv ; but, according 
to the new maxim, what is very proper for public 
information may be a libpl, if the truth of every 
word of it cannot be eflablifhed^ 

I think I have now fatisfied the reader, that, in 
point of law, the American prefs has gained nothing 

merchant ia Front-ftreet. Mr. Folwcli dete6ted bim, took the 
money (300 dollars) from him, and kicked him into the ftreet.— 
Jrixi friends^ amongft the moft intimate of whom was bts Excellency 
the Governor, advifed him to retire ; and he is now living at his 
eafe about twenty miles from the city. No juflice was ever done tQ 
him ; he was never cenfured, not even in the newfpapersi Such 
is the cowardly, bafe, and worth lefs prefs of America ! Such are 
republican Judges^ and fuch is republican morality ! But this is not 
the worll. 1 know a Judge who has committed murder ! wilful mur- 
der, and that, too« previous to his appointment by this our repubr 
lican Governor! 

I only give a fort of hint here. — One day or other, if it pleafc^ 
God to fpare my Hfe, I will publifh fuch a collection of fads, as 
fliall ihock the univcrfe. 

ovef 
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over that of Great Britain. But the Chief Juftice, 
as if he really intended to aid my undertaking, and 
to do away every doubt on the fubjedV, took good 
care to tell the Grand Jury, that, wiihrefpedto libels^ 
the common law was confirmed and efiahltjhed hy the 
conft'ttution it/elf. Where then is tlie advantage de- 
rived from the new order of things ? If the confti-^ 
tution of Pennfylvania, which is, according to the 
modern application of the word, the freeft in Ame- 
rica ; if this confiitution has done no more than . 
confirm and eftablifti the common law of England, 
with refpedl t9 the liberty of the prefs, how can any 
man have the impudence to boaft of that liberty be- 
ing greater here than it is in England, where that 
fame common law liill exifts in all its plenitude and 
purity, and is adminiftered by men the mod learned, 
independent, and righteous in the world ? 

Thus far then, the liberty of the prefs is, in the 
eye of the law^ the fame in both countries ; but this 
does not prove that there exift no circumftances in 
America peculiar to it, which render the exercife of 
this liberty unfafe, and of courle reftrain its opera- 
tion. It is not only the principles profeffed in a 
pountry that we are to look to, but alfo the practice 
of that country. The thing called the Confiitution 
of France, for example, fays, that ih^free ufe of the 
prefs \%7ix\^X.facred?iVidimviolahle ; but this does not 
prevent the tyrants from feizing the printers by 
fcores, and tranfporting them without, a trial and 
without a hearing. 

The preis has been, and fiill is, refirained in this 
country, ifl:, by the notion which has been, for evi- 
dent motives, inculcated by artful men, that no />r/- 
vate chara£ier ought to be publicly cenfurcd ; 2d, 
by the very dangerous privilege w^hicli foreign agents 
poflefs, in having a choice of governments^ under 
which Xq bring their profecutions ; and 3d, by the 
ferror necefiarily excited in every printer, by the 

dtfgraceful 
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difgraceful and cruel pmjhment to which he is 
liable. 

As to thefirft of thefe reftraints, nothing can give 
a better idea of the extent to which it is carried, than 
the bold affertions contained in the Chief Judge's 
charge. He tells us, that, though a publication may 
not refleft any moral turpitude on the party, it may 
yet be libellous if it ihwar^s the /aid pariy^s defire of 
appearing agreeable in life. This is a very comfortable 
dodlrine to tvctyfcoundrel^ and particularly to every 
vohore ; for you will not find one of either delcription^ 
who does not defire to appear agreeable in life. The 
reafonablenefs of this do(5lrine his Honour fupports 
by telling us, that if any man does wrong, recourfe 
may be* had to the Courts of Juftice, and that there 
can be no neceflity nor reafon for appeals to the 
people in newfpapers or pamphlets. 

Thus you fee, if his Honour Ihuts up the prefs, 
he has the goodncfs to open his Court to us *. But 
If I were to fee one officer of Government go ftag- 
gering drunk through the ftreet, on his return from 
a civic feftival ; or another, from the fame caufe, 
•jceliiig into his feat, muft I hold my tongue, or go to 
law with them ? If a fwindler, a man of the bafcft 
chara6>er, the moft treacherous and corrupt of 
mortals, were to propofe himfelf as a candidate for 
a feat in the Legiflature, muft I fay nothing about 
him ? muft I not throw out even a hint to the peo- 
pfe, to warn them of their danger ? If a Judge, or 
any other awful charafter, were to be detected in 
ihop-lifting, ov in the commlffion of any.fuch bafe 
and infamous crime; or if a lady were to choofe, 
*now and then, to' relieve her hufband by retiring a 
few months to the arms of a friend, luuft \ few up 

* Where his ctm/onh a pleading lawyer. The Judjc himfelf 
foiiietimes a6ts as a la\Yyer ia other State*. 

my 
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my lipSj and muft my prefs be as tame and contents 
cd as the cuckold himfclf ^ ? 

Such may indeed be the pradllce of the Ameri- 
can prefs ; but is it that of the prefe of Great Bri- 
tain ? Only compare one of the London papers with 
an American paper, and you will foon fee which 
comes from the freeft prefs. Is there a crime, is 
there a fault or a folly, which the editors and print- 
fellers in London do not lalh ? They dive into every 
aflembly. and every houfe ; they fpare cliaradcis 
neither public nor private ; neither the people^ the 
gentry, the clergy, the nobility, nor the royal fa- 
mily it&lf, arc iheltered from their ridicule or their 
cenfure. Let any American but open Peter Pin- 
dar's works, and the London Morning Chro- 
nicle ; then let him read Judge M^Kcan's charge, 
and blufh at the boail that has been fo often made 
about the liberty of the prefs. 

I am far from approving of all, or of hardly any 
thing, contained in the works of Pindar and the 
•Morning Chronicle : the Chronidc is the devoted 
tool of an infamous Jacobin fadtion, and the far 
greater part of Pindar's monotonous odes are an 
outrage on decency, on truth, and on every princi- 
ple, moral and religious, by which a man of learn- 
ing and talents ought to be direiSled. But becaufe 
public cenfure and ridicule, when grounded on falfe" 
hoodj is unjuftifiable, it by no means follows, that 
the prefe is to exercife no cenforfliip at all ; that it 
is not to record evil as well as righteous deeds ; that 
it is not to check the foUies and vices of the times ; 



f A Pennfylvania Judge's nvife had, a little while ago, a child 
by a man who kept a livery-Klable, His Honour the Judge had 
been abfent for three years, in the weftern territory. The Iddy^ 
fays the fiable-man, is the befl of the two, and die has married 
him, though his Honour is Aill living. I need not name the p«r^ 
ties ; for though the cowardly newspapers have never noticed the 
affair, it is notorious enough. 

that. 
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that it 19 riot to exert its vvholefome and mighty irf-» 
fluence on focicty, but become the mere echo of the 
bench and the bar. No ; this does not follow ; yet 
this is the practice of the American prcfs. 

Come to my office, reader, and look over (if you 
have patience) the leaden Iheets that are hither 
dragged from every quarter of the country. If they 
have one fingle fhaft of fatire, except it be oi\ the 
old hackneyed fubjeft of kingcraft and prieftcraft, 
I will I'ufFer you to fufFocate me by reading me their 
contents. — ^And what is the reafon of this? Is it 
that this bleffed -** Reprefentative Democracyy 
" which, in great mercy, has been voucbfafed unto 
*^ us," preferves us unfufceptible of folly or vice ? 
Is it that we are all wife, moral, religious, and pur€ 
as the driven fnow ? Is it, my God ! that we know 
of no fuch thing as drunkennefs, adultery, fwin- 
dling, corruption, or blafphemy * ? Or is it that 
we wifh to keep thefc things hidden from the 
world? — If this could be done, and if filence would 
produce a reformation, I would willingly confent— 
not to become as tame and infipid as my brethren, 
but to throw ray prels into the river. But this is 
impoflible ; lince whatever exifts, is, and muft be, 
known ; and lince wickednefs, the longer it remains 
unchaflifed, the more inveterate it becomes. Since 
this is the cafe, the moft rigid cenforfhip in the 
prefs is abfolutely neccfikry, to check, in time, that 
whicfa, if fufFered to pafs unnoticed, will moft cer- 



* There are more baftards born annually in the (ingle State of•^ 
Pcnnfylvania, than in all the Britifh don^inions ; and as to cuc- 
koldom, 1 will only lay, that every paper teems \v\t\y advertifcments 
of njoives eloped from the led and hoard of their hujhands, I do not 
hence iufinuate, that there are no good people here. There arc 
many — as many as in moft countries ; but then people will, and 
do, allow, that the morals of the country arc approaching fail to 
that Hate, which never yet failed to prove the ruin of every thing 
held in efteem amongft men. 

tainly, 
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tainly, fooncr or later, end in general degradation 
and^in. 

Yet this timely checK, this falutary and coftlefs 
chaftifemcnt, muft remain an ufelefs inflrument ia 
our hands, becaufe, forfooth, the villain and the 
ftrumpet " dejre to appear agreeahle in lifcj* and 
becaufe an expofure of their turpitude will ^^ Jiam 
** the honour of their families !^' For this cogent rca- 
fon, the good and the bad, the upright flatefman 
and the traitor, the man of integrity and the rogue, 
the virtuous matron and the whore, arc all to be 
jumbled together, and the world is to take us in the 
lump, or not at all. 

But, may it pleafe your Honour, tljis will not do. 
We know well, that the world is very ill-natured, 
and that, when it judges in the lump, it very feldom 
looks at the beft fide. Men of reputation, there- 
fore, do not approve of this jumbling work. They 
wifh to be diflinguiflied from thofe that have none. 
This can be done only by the detedlion of vice, and 
by expoiing it to public cenfure ; and* I beg ybur 
Honour's leave to add one concluding obfervalionof 
my own, which is this, that I never yet knew a 
Jingle perfon, man or woman^ extremely anxious to re- 
Jtrain the liberty of the prefix in this refpeS^ who had 
not very Jufficient reafons forfo doing. 

The next reftraint on the freedom of the Ameri- 
can prefs, is the very alarming privilege which yb- 
reign agefits poffefs, in having a choice of governments^ 
under which to bring their profecutions. 

I have already, in the former part of this pam- 
phlet, faid how the prefs, in various parts of the 
country, has been kept in ilaveryby the unpunifhed 
violence of the domineering French fadlion ; and, 
in the relation of the treatment I have met with, I 
have clearly proved what every printer of any in- 
dependence of fpirit has io cxpedl from another 
' quarter. This fituation of things, however, has been 

produced 



4£X> REPUBLICAN JUl)GB. 

produced by a combination of lingular Circurh* 
fiances, and it may probably wear away as thofe 
circumftances change. But the evil of which I 
have now to complain, is of a nature not to be 
worn away by the hand of time alone. It is buUt 
on law and conftitution> or, at leaft, it operates as, 
if it were, and admits of no remedy, except by 
fome pofitive aft of the Convention or the Legifla- 
tare. 

It was hoped (though, it muft be confeffed, with 
very little reafon), that America, when feparated 
from Great Britain, would never more be affcdled by 
the quarrels of European nations. Paine tjold the 
people, that they would have nothing to do but grow 
rich, while other nations fliould be at war. ^* Our 
" commerce/' fays he, *^ will always fecure us the 
" pea/:e atid frietidjhip of all Europe.'* This, by 
woful experion^e, we find to have been like all 
the reft of fhallow-headed Paine's predictions. 
But this is not the worft. Not only does America 
feel the proflure of European wars, in a degr^ 
equal to that felt by the people of Great Britain at 
this mon^nt ; but fhe is cutfed with a foreign fac- 
tion in her bofom, by which flie is continually 
curbed, harafTed, injured, infulted, and betrayed. 

The politics of the country are become fo con- 
n^iSled, fo interwoven, with the politics of other 
nations, France in particular, that they are never 
fpoken of in any other than a relative light. I verily 
believe, and indeed I am certain, that, as to num- 
bers, men are more equally divided, at this time, 
between the Federal Gove rnment and the French, 
-than they were in the year 1778, between the Con- 
grefs and the King of fcngland. 

Nor does this pernicious divilion flop here. The 
State Governments have their fides. One State is 
called a Federal Sfate^ and another an Ani^ederal 
S/ate i^nd it is notorious^ that the politics of the 

pcrfo'ns 
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Jjferfotls, who adminiftcr thefe fubaltern Govern- 
ments, are generally fixed and uniform on one fide 
or the other. 

In fuch a ftate of things, only think of the dan- 
ger of allowing foreign minifters and agents to 
choofe the Government ^ under which to hrmg their 
profecuiiaiis ! Poflefling this dreadful privilege, will 
not every foreign agent take good care to inftitute 
his profecutions under that Govemnaent, to which 
the party profccuted has, by his politics, rendered 
himrclf obnoxious ? And, where tnid can be done, 
what fort of chance, I pray, is there for a man who 
rtrfdles with the prefs, and who happens to be 
;fituated in a State, where he muft of ncceflity be: 
obnoxTpus to one 6f the two Governments under 
which he lives ? 

My own cafe is a ftriking exemplification of the 
danger of this privilege, x rujo, the Spaniard, ap- 
plied firft to the Federal Government to profecute 
me, and was informed that it would be done in the 
Federal Courts. But this he remonftrated againfl*, 
and requcfted that tt might be done in the Courts of 
PennfyWania : in Which Courts M*Kean is Chief 
Judge! — ^Now, why this requeft ? Why prefer one 
juriWiftion to another ? The Courts are held at the 
fame place, and nearly at the fame time. The 
Judges of the Federal Court are men famous for 
their learning and their integrity ; and, I am fure, 
ordering the trial in this Court ought to have been 
looked upon as a mark of refpedt to the Spanifli 
King, How, then, are we to account for this ex- 
traordinary requeft ? 

Leaving the reader to account for it in his own 
way, I (hall tell him that the reqoe(^ was refufed ; 
ana that,, then, a new profecution was fct on foot 
under the Government of Pennlylvania. The mat- 
ter contained in the Bill of Indidlment was hunted 
out; and let it be well remembered, that every 

V01-. vir. j> i> pretended 



4oi tlEPUBLlCAN JtTDGfi. 

jDretended libel contained in this Bill was publifiied 
pefore I was boutid over on the jirjl complainL In 
pofleffion of this fadl, the reader will be able to 
guefs what the hopes of the profecutor were 
founded on. 

The matter in the Bill of Indi61ment, if libellous, 
was furely fo before 1 w^as bound over the firil time. 
How comes it then, that it was not included in the 
firft complaint ? This puzzled the Grand Jury. The 
thing appeared fo unnatural to them, that they fent 
for the two Attornies General to explain the myf- 
tery, when it was found, that they had taken care, 
in drawing their indidlments, to fleer clear of each 
other ; in doing which, I, by the by, do not mean 
fo hint, that cither of thefe gentlemen did any 
more than his duty. 

Thus was feen the lingular phenomenon of a 
printer profecuted by Hvq Govemmenis^ at one and 
the fame time, for different parts of one and the 
iame offence ! And this is American liberty of th$ 
prefs ! 

Did Englifhmen ever hear of any thing of this 
kind before ? No ; they have one government, ons 
law, and ojie contlitution, for alK. Ill their country, 
neither foreigner nor native, plaintiff nor defendant,^ 
has a choice of jurifdi6tions, tribunals, orjudges* 
Where the offence is committed, there mufl it be 
tried. They have no clafhing of Governments of 
oppofite politics, under which every printer is in 
hourly daugcr, from the intrigues of foreign agents, 
and is obliged to tack and fhift, like a polacre with 
contending winds between Scylla and Charybdis, 
No ; in England, all is /air and free* The path i^ 
fimple : the Jaw is one and the fame, and 19 equal in 
its operations in every place and towards all parties. 
\i is founded in wifdom and in juflicc, and is ad- 
miiiifiercd with candour, impartiality, and mercy. 

The 
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The third reftraint on the liberty of the Ameri- 
can preiS, and the lafi which I (hall notice, at this 
time, is, the fear whkh muji he naturally excited in 
every writer and printer y hy the difgraceful and cruel 
punijhment to which he is continually expofed. 

After all that we have heard and feen about the 
niildnefs and humanity of the American laws ; after 
all the cant of the fender-hearted Briflbt ; after all 
the filly eulogiums on the prifons of Philadelphia, 
fprcad abroad in pamphlets, fpeeches, and para- . 
graphs : and after all the farcaflic and acrimonious 
invedlive which the American prefs is continually 
pouring out againft ih^ fangunmry code of Great 
Britain : bored with all this, I fay, even to furfeit- 
ingj my prefent complaint muft appear very ex- 
traordinary. Let it. All that I have to do, is to 
prove it well founded. 

The liberty of doing any thing, is greater or 
lefs, in proportion to the puniftiment that the law 
awards for it. I am, therefore, far from pretending 
.that the Americans do not^ in fome refpedls, pofleS 
more liberty than the Englifli* They are in lefs 
danger, when they fleal, rob, forge, coin, ^nd 
murder: for thefe crimes are here punilhed with 
fiiiCy jail impri/onment, imprifonment at hard labour^ ot 
(olitary confinement ; whereas, in England, they arc 
punilhed with death. But let thofe who have 
reaioD, boaft of this fort of liberty. It is not what 
I want. I only contend for liberty to write and to 
print. 

This liberty is a right, fandtioned by law, as far 
as a certain line, all beyond which is called libel- 
ling. This line reaches, as I have clearly proved, 
juft as far in America as it does in England, and no 
iiarther. All that we have to do, then, is to fee 
which country inflids punifliments the /^^7^i;^r^ on 
tranfgrcflprs ; for in that country the prejTs muft be 
mjlfref. 

p D a Bjr 
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By only cafling our eyes on the Chief Judge's 
charge, wc fhall perceive, that the punifhments are 
tenfold more fevere in America than in England. 
In England, a tranfgreflbr of the laws of the prefs, 
or, in other words, a libeller, is puniihable hy jfitte, 
by im^rifotmient in jail j by JIanding in the pillory ; or 
by any two, or all three of ihem* But, what is his 
punifhment in America ? Why, in the firft place, 
Jine and jail imprifonmmt^ as m England ; and tO 
Ihefe may be added, \xsiYl^hxiVCittii at hard labour^ 
and even folitary confinement in a dungeon^ at the dif^ 
cretion of the Court ; and all this too in a country, 
where the profecutor may have ^ choice of Cmrtsl 

As far as relates \o fines ^nd jail imfrtfonment^ the 
tcode of the two countries is the iame ; but, inftead 
of the momentary fhame of the pillory, the Ame« 
rican libeller, whether writer or printer, is Kable to 
the lading pain and difgrace of hard labour, and to 
the more horrid punifhment of the dungeon. $tand* 
ing in the pillory, which is the worft an Engllfh li-> 
beller can undergo, is over in a few hours* The 
fufferer is then placed in jail, where he is as free as 
a detention of his perfon will admi| of. He can &e, 
hear, read, and converfe. He is at edfe ; can be vi- 
£ted by bis friends ; nay, Callender (the runaway 
Scotchman) boaHs^, that his ailbciates even fold 
their libels in Newgate^ What b this putiifhmenit 
compared to continual hard labour? And what is 
hard labour or any thing elfe, compared to bding 
thrown into a cell, and cut off, not only frott 
friends and family, but from every humfUi being*? 

But we muft not drop the fubjeft here. Puniih- 
roents, as to their influence on fociety, and con* 
lequently as to their refiraint on the preiB, muft be 
coniidered relatively ; for, what may be a very light 
puniflimcnt in one country, may be a very heavy, 
and even a very cruel one in another. In England, 
forinftance, robbery, fbrgeiy, murder, &c. arepu- 
tirihed with death : in America thefe crimes are pu* 

nifhed 
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Difhed with hard labour ^ or foUtary confinement. So 
that, to inflidt thefe latter puoifhrnents on a libeller 
herej is cxaAly as cruel as it would be to inflidl 
death on him in England. 

What were the motives of the rulers, who lef- 
fened the punifhment for murder^ and other horrid 
crimes, while they augmented the punifhment for 
libelling^ I muft leave thofe to determine, who boaft 
fo much about the liberty of their prefs ; but this I 
will undertake to fay, that it is moft excellently cal- 
culated to reftrain, intimidate, and overawe every 
one who has any thing to do with writing and 
printing. What man will ever dare to communi- 
cate his thoughts to the public, while it is probable^ 
or even poffible^ that his writing will procure him a 
place in that " temple oi humanity ^^^ as it has been 
called, the Philadelphia prifon ; where, dreffcd in a 
jail uniform, penned up amongft runaway thieving 
negro flaves ; amongft robbers, forgers, fodomites, 
and murderers ; where, in fliort, amongft convicts 
of every colour and of every crime, he is employed 
in the polite art of pounding hemp, with the infi- 
ilite fatisfaiStion of being exhibited to travelling phi^ 
Idnthropifts as a " living monument of American 
*• mildnefs and humanity ?" — And if this be too much 
for a man of reputation and talents to bear, how 
Ihall he dare to brave the horrors of a cell ; to be 
lecluded from his friends, parents, wife, children, 
and all that render life worth pofTeffing ; to be 
barred up for months, or for years, like a condemn-^ 
ed malem<^or ; and this too at the difcretion of a 
Court, chofen, perhaps, by his profecutor ?* 

Did Eoglifhmen , but why do I 

purfue the odious comparifon ?— Did even French- 
men ever fed a reflxaint like this ?-^The Bafl:ile ! — 
It was bad enough, to be fure ; but; a writer con- 
fined there^ had, irt leafV, the confolation of know- 
ing that he was diflingutfhed ixQvii felons and qiur- 
, i> i> 3 derers. 
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derers. Though far too feverdy puniflied, he was 
not covered with everlafling difgrace and infamy. 
Literature, though the abufe of it was cruelly chaf- 
tifcd, was not degraded, was not rendered at once 
hateful and defpicable, as it is by the indifcrirni- 
nating code of Pennfylvania. 

Yet, notwithftanding all we have fecn, the Chief 
Judge has the modefly to tell the Grand Jury, from 
the bench, that *^ the criminal law of this State is 
^' fo pregnant WiXhjuftice, fo agreeable to reafon, fo 
** full of equity and clemency ^ that even thofe who 
^* fuffer by \\^ cannot cliarge it with rigour !! T — ^This 
was too much. He might, at any rate, havelpared 
us the mortification of liftening to this. But it is 
the falhion. Almoft every public harangue has 
fome fuch vaunting conclufion. It may be good 
policy, to be fure, as it tends to keep the people here 
m excellent humour, while it excites envy in thofe 
of other nations, makes them difcontcnted with 
their lot, and invites them to cultivate the deferts of 
jimerica ; but then, the greateft care imaginable 
ihould be taken, not to lay the iron finger on fuch 
inen as are not formed for pafltive fufFerance, and 
particularly if they are Britons; for they, above all 
others, will not whifper their curfes to the winds ; 
they will turn their eyes towards their native land ; 
they will compare what they have loft with what 
they have gained ; nor will all the terrors of hard 
labour and a Philadelphia dungeon, ever, I truft, 
deter them from proclaiming the account ta the 
world, 

I have now accompliflied my objefl, I have ex« 
poied the condudl of my enemies, and I have amply 
proved that the prefs is more firec in Great Britain 
than it is in America, But I cannot conclude with- 
Qut, in the fulnefs of my heart, giving a word or 
two of advice to my cotmtrymen.—Such^ Britons, is 
the jQwit of republican govenvneot ffere ; aot«moQg 

tbo 



NOVEMBER, 1797^ '407 

flie apifli and wolfifh French ; but anaong a people 
defcended from the fatne anceftors as yourfelves. 
When your monarchical government bears fuch fruit, 
let it, I fay, be hewn down, and caft ir^to the fire ; 
but, till that difgraceful and drcadfu\ day comes, 
watch over it with care, and defend it to the laft 
drop of your blood: preferve it as you wouH a 
golden cafket, the apple of your eye, or the laft 
dear gift of your dying parents. — With this I con- 
clude, praying the God of our fathers to lead you 
in the pra6tice of all their virtues ; to give wifdom; 
to your minds, and firength to your arms ; to keep 
you firm and united, honeft and generous, loyal, 
brave, ajid free; but, above all, to preferve you 
from the defolating and degrading curfe of revplu- 
tionary madnefs and modern refiikUcavifm^ 
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Friday, i^* December. 

By looking a few pages back, it will be fccn, that 
aniongft the jurors who voted for finding the bill 
againfi me, was one Thomas Forrest, Esa* This 
Squire was, before the breaking out of the rebellion, 
in his proper place ; that is to fay, he went daily to 
work with a fet of carpenter's tools on bis IhouldCT, 
and very refpeftfuUy pulled oflfbis hat to every well- 
dreffed man that he approached. But that rebellion 
Yvrhich turned every thing elfe upfide down ; tiiat 
rebellion which took M*Kean from a liable, and 
put him on the bench of jufiice; which took Benja- 
min Rush from his mother's gin-{hop, and ipade him 
ala wgiver ; that rebellion raiied Tom For&bst^ in 
a very fhort fpace of time, from a journeyman Cfr* 
penter to a Colonel. He was, during the war, left 
famed for the mortality he produced amongft the 
Britifli troops than for the horrible maflacrcs which 
he and his men were guilty of amongft the pigs, 
iheep, cattle, and poultry of the Tories. The forbear- 
ance-money, which he extorted at different times 
from thefe perfecutcd people, left him, at the end 
of the war, in poffeflion of a confiderable fum of 
hard money. He was now become too cunning to 
think of returning to the carpenter's trade. Having 
preyed as long as he could upon the loyalifts^ he 
bethought him of a method of preying upon the 
rpbels i yea, even upon the companions of his mili- 
tary exploits ! It will be remembered that the folr 
diers of the rebel army were, at the clofe of the 
war, paid off their long arrears in a fort of paper 
called cerllficates. Thefe certificates were not pay- 
able on fight, but were a fort of deferred ftock, the 
intereft on which was to begin to be paid on a diftant 
day. This was a trick of the leading rebels. They 
had refolved to tax the country, in order to make 
provifiou for the due difcharge of the intereft on 

1 thef? 
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thcfe certificates^ and to pais fuch laws as fliould 
make them worth their nominal value ; but tkey 
fufferedthe mafsof the paople to think that the cer- 
tificates would, like the other paper money, finally ' 
depreciate, and be good for nothing. The poor ig- 
norant wretches of foldiers, alarmed at the prolpe<St 
of lofing evety farthing of their hire, and being, be- 
fides, deftitute of the necefiaries of life, became 
eager to fell their certificates for whatever t^y could 
get. This was precifely what the leading rebels 
wifhed for, 7%?y flood prepared to buy ; and, in 
a very littb time, the poor villains who had been 
fighting for them during the war, were fi ripped oi 
every ihilling of their arrears. Amongil. the per- 
fons who loade fortunes by this mofi infamous traffic, 
was Thomas Forrest, who, in 1797, was become^ 
a very rich nmn, and a member of the Legiilature g( 
Pennfylvania. Such was the origin and progrels €i 
one of thofe who voted againfl: me. The following 
letter, which is novr fuhiykedfov the firft time, wiU 
ipealt for itfclf. 

To Thomas Forrest. 
Sir, PhlladelphiM^ ift Dec. 1797. . 

Though, generally fpcaking, it may be juftly 
thought impertinent in an obfcure individual, to 
break in upon the important engagements of a 
Sfatefman and a LegtJtator\ yet I trufl: that this 
letter will be its own apology, particularly when ad^ 
drefled to an apofile of liberty and equality. 

The deep refearches^ in which, for the good of your 
country, your mind is continually abforbed, have, 
without doubt, already effaced from your memory 
the converfation which took place at Mr. John Old- 
deh*s, the day after the Bill of Indidlment againft 
me was returned Ignoramus. I, Sir, who have not, 
like you, the weight of a commonwealth on my 
ihoulders, have leifure to attend to fuch trifles ; and 

I will. 
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J will, with your leave, repeat this converfation, 
I noted it down immediately afterwards, and the 
following is an extradl from my memorandum- 
book. 

" Being at Mr. John Oldden's flore, fitting with 
him and his coufin Ephraim, Thomas Forreji (one of 
the Grand Jurors for the Court of Oyer and Terminer, 
now fitting in ^Philadelphia) came in, and, on enter- 
ing the back part of the ftore, faid to Mr. Oldden : 
^ So, voz could not hang your friend Peter Porcu- 
pine at lafl:/ — *No,' replied Mr. Oldden, ^ they 
bave beat you/ — * Yes,* returned Porrefl:, * damn 
fhem^ they have beat us*.'^ 

Now, Sir, lay this converfation before a thouiand 
f andid men, and I will venture my life that every 
one of them is of opinion, that you were determined, 
before you heard any evidence, or even faw the Bill, 
to find it a true one. This is my opinion, and I am 
Certain it would be that of the public, were the con« 
Yerfation fubmitted to them. 

Are you aware. Sir, of the predicament in which 
this places you ? Is your mind duly impreffed with 
the awful magnitude of an oath ? If it be, and if you 
did, with your hand on the holy Evangclifls, make 
a folemn promife to God and your country, to dP 
juftice with impartiality ; if you did do this, and 
iiill retain your predetermination (as your avowal 
feemed to indicate) ; if you did do this, I fay, your 
iituation is not to J^e envied by the moft miferablc 
of mortals ; no, not by the manacled mifcreant^ or 
even by the thief at the gallows tree. 

The fubfequent part of your converfation, though 
lefs fhocking than what I have already recalled tq 
your memory, was not lefs charadleriflic of a bafe 
mind. After you difcovered wholwas^ you, with 
a grin and a cringing bow, faid it was the &x& timp 
you had had the fleafure of feeing me. Upon 
JyJr. p]ddea*s obfcrving, tbat all t^ democrats be-^ 
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came lanlmpts^ and that he fhouldyet get hold of 
your fine houfe and plantation, you replied : ** I am 
*^ more afraid of its getting into the hands o( DoSor 
** Lieb and his gmig ;" forgetting, I fuppofe, that yon 
were lately elected in the fame ticket, and that you 
now adlually are the colleague of this very ^* Doffor 
*^ Lteb and his gang T After this, you loudly accufed 
Judge M*Kean of partiality y inveighed with great 
warmth againfl: the ' bitter nefs of his charge to thd^ 
Grand Jury^ and gave us a ludicrous reprefentatioa 
of his reception of the Ignoranms. Before my de- 
parture, to cap the climax of inconfiftency and 
meannefs, you gave mc an invitation to go andfe€ 
you ! 

Is this your republican franJinefs and integrity ? To 
flander a man behind his back ; ufe all your endea* 
vours to ruin hiip without the leafl: provocation ; ex- 
prefs your difappointment and chagrin at ndt being 
able to hang him ; and then, with that cxpreffion yet 
warm on your lips, to give him a bowing, fawping 
invitation to. honour you with his company ! — Miferable 
country ! wretched people ! where fuch men arc 
Grand Jurors and Legiflators ! 

I was confufed ^nd confounded at your fuperlative 
bafenefs. I felt myfelf contaminated by your pre- 
fence ; and nothing but my refpe<Sl for Mr. Oldden^ 
and a due regard to the laws of hofpitality, prevented 
me from telling you then, what I tell you now, and 
that is, that I would fooner darken the doors of hell 
than thofe of your democratic dwelling. 

You have my free conient to notice this letter vk 
any manner you pleafe. On my part, I look upon 
you as a contemptible creature, unworthy of puhlie 
notice ; but, remember well, I do not promife to 
forbear, if your conduiSt, either public or private, 
^all give me any future provocation. 

Wll. COBBETT. 

Thii 
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This letter, before it was fent off, was lliown to 
^r. Oldden, who faid, that the fads therein ftated 
Ijvere perfe<31y corteft. The truth is, it was written 
in confcqucnce of a converfation between Olddeii 
and myfelf. Olddcn wanted to have fome fun with 
Forreft, and we both bf^^us thought that the indif- 
cretion and meannefs of the upftart wretch furnifhcd 
^ good handle, not only for alarming him, but 
for holding him in fubjedtion, and making him vote 
in the Affembly according to our wifhes ; which, 
mofl afiuredly, were in unifon with the happinefs of 
the State. 

The letter reached Germantown (the village wher* 
Forrcft lived) late in the evening. Early the next 
morning he was with Mr. Oldderi. He called him 
out of his bed, by making a hideous noife at hi* 
door. He damped, fwore, and raved like a mad- 
man.^^He damned his foul if he would not murder 
me, and flee from the country. He fuccecded in 
terrifying poor Oldden, who was a man of weak 
nerves, into a promife, that he would interfere with 
me io prevent a publication of the letter ; and I believe 
he obtained from him a paper, tending to difprove 
fome of the fads I had ftated. I arn not fure of this, 
but I am afraid Olddon did, in ibme fort, yield to 
his threats* 

Oldden^ with whodi I lived on terms of great imti- 
]Biacy, ran to nut tl^e iboment he got ftee from tBe 
furious Squire. He p#eflcd me very hard for a pro- 
mife not to pubHih the letter. This promife I could 
not make ; and the matter was in fufpenfe for feve- 
ral days, during which time the ftory got about) 
and well it might ; for, wliilo Fofreft wtn confulting 
his friends in focrefy I was handing about a copy oif 
the letter, which was, I beKevc, lead by five hun- 
dred people in the courfe of five days. Still, how« 
ever, it was not in priqt, and there were fome hopes 

. that 
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that it n^ver would be, when, to the utter aflorilfh- 
ment of Forreft, there appeared, in the paper of a 
fellow named Bradford, a defcription of the fcene at 
Mr. Oldden's, accompanied with fuch comments ^s 
were well enough calculated to draw from me a pub- 
lication of the fatal letter. Upon feeing this, the 
Squire took the alarm again. Two of his friends^ 
John Dunlap and James Afh, came to me with 
Mr, Oldden, in order to obtain a promife that I 
\YOuld not publifli the letter. I told them that I 
could make no fuch promife ; that I fhould not fuf- 
fer myfelfto be teafed into a publication by anj 
thing that mifchief-m^kingperfons might throw out^ 
but that I Ihould be entirely governed by the future 
political condu£t of Mr. Forreft. With this afibrance 
they retired, feemingly well fatisfied. The Legiflature 
6/ Pennfylvania, of which Forreft was a member^ 
was at this time in'feffion. Forreft wa3 in the de-^ 
mocratic intereft, and, as the Houle was nearly 
equally divided, it was of great importance to ggin 
him over, and keep him right during the icifion at 
leaft. With this view, a membcSr of the Senate and 
a membej: of thd Houfe of Reprefentatives came to 
^le, and affured me, that as imig as I defified from 
fuhlijhing the letter , fo long Forreft would vote on the 
Federal fide ; an affurance that was fully verified by 
the conduft of the pliant Lcgiflator! — On what 
trifles do the decifions of Legiflatures frequently 
turn ! 



Tuesday, 5^^ December. 

Juvents and Peter Porcupine. — ^There is a political 
quack, who, through the drenching-horn of Brown, 
takes upon him to adminifter to the public an even- 
ing dofe difgufting beyond the conception of mortal 
imagination. He calls himfelf /«t?^^//V ; but, from 

kis 
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hiis ftyle, I iliould imagine him to befomehoaiy caU 
tiff who is tired of his life. 

Laft night he gave his patients an emetic of liberty 
and equality. The objeft of his letter is a defence of 
the ule of thefe terms ; and, in order to come to the 
jpoint, he very ingenioufly begins at a great diflance 
from it. He alks : " For what was it this country 
•* fuflained an inceffant fiame from the year 1775 till 
** J 783 ? and why was there fuch a profulion of that 
" blood, from whofe afcending fmoke ihi^ atmqfphere 
•* is hutjiift cleared? — ^You refponfe, Liberty! — ^Yes, it 
" was Liberty.'' 

There's for you ! Tht fmoke of the blood {pilt in 
the American war ^^ is but jtift cleared from the at^ 
^^mofpherer Yet falfe as this is, the refponfej as. he 
calls it, is full as falfe. He iays the Ameritan war 
was for liberty ; I fay it was for nojiich thing : it was for 
vtdepetidence^ and for that alone : and that independ-^ 
cnce is a thing extremely different from liberty, few 
people, I beUeve, w ill deny. 

To prove that it was /or liberty ^ it mufl: firft be 
|h'gved, that the colonifls were ;2^//r^^; and who, 
. apaong them, is the bafe mifcreant that will allow 
tinifelf to have been aflavcj a botidman^ oravajfal? 
If the people were none of thefe, they v^crcfree ; and 
confequcntly the war was not iov freedom. 

*' The great charter of our liberties y' fays he, 
** gives a fummary of what our rights are. Among 
** them are, thofe of enjoying and defending life ; ac- 
*^ quiring y po[f effing ^ and protesting property \ purfuing 
** and obtaining happinefs ; et cetera." — ^What Kis et 
CETERA means, God only knows; but as for the 
raft, I am fure there was no need of a war to obtain 
them. They are not only enjoyed by the fubjedls 
of Great Britain ; but I do not know the Govern- 
ment, e;ccept that of Jacobin France, that crer had 
the infamy to queftion their exiftencc. 

So 
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So much for the premifes. 

Juvenis now eaters upon a definition of lil^erfy 
and equality. This, notwithftanding he tells hisi 
readers he is about to imitate the wife example of 
Locke, he is a very clumfy fift at. He battles along 
down a paragraph in faying, how others have defined 
it ; and then, juft when his poor patients are gaping 
for his own definition^ he flops Ihort with a however^ 
and tells them how it has been defined ly our confii- 
iutions. " However we in America have an-*^ 
*^ nounced ,what we undcrfl:and liberty to mean, 
" by fubfcribing to the explanation of the moft ap- 
" proved moralifl:, — tl^at it confifts in a right of 
•' doing whatever we ifleafe^ provided^ in doing fi)jf 
*^ others he not injur ed^^ 

^Sowe h^ve Ju^cribed to this J have we? — I have 
not ; nor am 1 about to do it. All that is to be 
found in the cpniftitution is not hoJy writ with me, . 
nor with a good paany other people. 

This definition is filly to the lafl: dcgjree. It look* 
like the half-fledged thought of a vapouring French- 
man. If attempted to be pra6\ifed, it would be at 
continual war with morality, religion, and the law 
of this land. 

Suppofe^ for infiahce, I have an ample fortune, 
and have no one dependant on me for fupport. I 
pkafe to get dead drunk every night, for no other is 
injured by it; and this is liberty, is it? — I j^leafi to 
kill myfelf, for no other is injured by my fo doing; 
yet this is an a6t immoral,' irreligious, and unlaw* 
ful too ; and my corpfe is, as a penalty, denied Chrif- 
tian burial, is thrown into a hole by the road fide, 
and has a fi:ake driven throygh it. — And are there 
not, Mr. Juvenis, certain other horrid crimes, 
which injure nobody but the perpetrators, and which, 
notwithiianding that, are d^aih by the law? So that, 
according to yovir adopted maxim, our laws punilh 

men 
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men with death for cxerciling their rigbte and en* 
joying their liberty /—Thus you fee, that whatever 
confiitution-maker hammered out the above deftm" 
iiouy he is as bad a hand at the bufineis as your- 
felf- 

Now for Equ A LiTY. Juvcnis tell* u» that the wife 
penmen of our ConJUhihon (l don't know which of the 
feventeen he means) have declared that *^ All men 
are born e ciy a l l y free and independent ^^ — Having 
laid down the dogmai he proceeds to explain its 
meaning, which in my opinion had miicn better 
have been done by the conftitution- makers them* 
felves. He fpends half a long paragraph in faying 
what the " V)ife penmen** did mi mean^ and then he 
fets about to tell us what they did mean, as thus : 
<* Their obvious meaning then moft undoubtedly is 
•• — that nature intendedall mevijhouldbebom equalfy 
^^free as to their political n|fA/j— therefore they fay^ 
** ' All men are (or of right ought to be) bom equally 
** free and independent* .'* 

Here is fuch a profuiion of nonfenle, that one doet 
not know where to begin upon it. What the devil 
has nature to do with politics f However, to take 
Juvenis up on his own ground, I will allow that the 
declaration bears the meaning which he has given it ; 
and this I do on purpofe to deny the fadl. All men 
are not born equally free and independent as to poli^ 
tical rights ; and this I will fupport upon an infiance 
of his own. He fays: ** Some are born io great 
*' mentc^l powers^ others to mere idiocy.*' Now let 
me aik, if the idiot has, or ought to have, the lamo 

?)litical rights as the man of great mental powers ? 
et the maxim allows of no diftin6tioa. Men are 
born equal in nothing ; there are as many inequali- 
ties as there are perfons : no two are upon a level 
for one moment of their lives ; and if men will meet 
in conventions^ and lay down dogmas in oppofition 

• to 
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tp tbc(e truths, they muft expert to be laughed 
at. 

But Juvenis takes great offence at this mirth. 
^^ Notwithftanding," fays he, *^ the clear expreffioii 
** of the public willy as mentioned above; notvvilh- 
'^ ftandirig the alraoft univerfality of acquiefcence in 
** opinion by the people ; there are men, who, in 
'^ defiance of decency and the laws^ rife up, and ex- 
*^'claim with an infuUing/neer^ Liberty and Equa- 
*^ lity !" 

So, you fee, this poor devil has recourfe to the 
new do6trine of libels I Wc violate the law^ it fecms, 
hyfneering at '^ liberty and equality y Is this a fpcci-, 
men of that liberty which fo vanchfmoking blood was 
fpilt to obtain ? Yes, frieer I have, and^^^r I will, 
at this abominable couple of words, the ufe of which, 
in politics, has done more mifchief to mankind than 
all other earthly fcourges put together, ^^ The^w^- 
" lie wilir So, becaufe folly has been fandtioned by 
the public willy no one is to gainfay. It is well 
worthy of obfervation, how near an alliance there 
is ever between abjeB Jlavery ^ and liberty and equality. 
The advocate of the one is always the advocate of 
the other. 

P. Porcupine. 



Monday, 1 1*^ December. 

Liberty and her Lover: a Parifian T^/^.— Liberty^ 
Sir, is the faireft of all the night- walking fair I ever 
met with fince the earth has turned round the fun. 
Have i retired peaceably to bed ? — Thanks to the 
l^eauty who has charmed my heart, fcarce have I 
clofed my eyes when I am fuddenly awakened by a 
neighbourly foldier with the amiable Qid vive? and 
I fay to mylelf, That is Liberty taking a walk. Am 
I quietly feated on the bench before the door of the 

vol.. VII. EE houfe? 
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• houfe ? 1 fee travellers dcfcend to the neighbouring 
hotel ; they wilh to refi themfelvcs, to fnp, to fleep, 
all pleafantly ; but they muft before this pay a vifit 
to the magiltratcs of the people, go and fee the 
Bureaux, the Commiffioncrs ; have their names in- 
fcribed at the houle of thefe gentlenaen, by the 
Comraiflar}', by the Juflicc of Peace. Liberty, 
night and day, is exquifitely polite. 

Have I fupped with fome friends ? am I, for ex- 
ample, on the territory belonging to the Arois? — 
The attentive X/Myv patrole^ fcarccly recollecting 
me, prefles me to enter the watch-houfe to converfe 
a few moments with her. T fay to her, ** My dear 
friend, I am old, my healtli weak and delicate, I am 
flill far from home ; whatever pleafurc I may have 
ill feeing you, permit me to go to bed,'* Liberty, ~ 
always charming, always free, in a national habit, 
the epaulette of lieutenant on her fhoulder, cover- 
ing, by an immcnfe waxed hat, a head of eighteen, 
inliftson my going, fcizing my card (which I never 
forget, becatifc it is the prettiett h'tllet dotix my dear 
LiBERTv ever wrote me), feigning not to know me, 
in a fweet, tender, and fonorous voice, whirl) fhe 
knows very well how to afljbme when fhe has 
fmoked a few pipes, " IVhat is your iiamef^'' — 
*^ Mamma Liberty (fay i), you are merry; you 
have got my card ; road it." — ** SciH'mel^ do not let 
hhn pajs. It is a falje card ; he dves tioi remember the 
7ia7ne that is v:rUten on it.''—*' My lamb, pardon 
me ; my name is Le Srmamier ; it is the name you 
will find there."—*'' Ilotv old are jouT — *' My 
love, I am iKt}." — *' Jt is a cheat ; there is forty* 
eight o-n the cordy'-^'' My charmer, I am not a 
c:hcat; I am anJjoneli man, who, when your gene- 
tolity made mc a prcfent of ihis card, was two years 
younger." — ** Itluit department are you off^'-^ 
*' Si tier and friend, I am of Gironde'^ — " Taken In 
thrfjd! There s Bcc d' Amhes on the card:' — *' My 

dear 
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dear love, it is not my fault if you have rebaptized 
my department My dear Liberty, will you re- 
turn me my card, that I may go to bed ?'* — '* Pre^ 
finlly ; when the Majors rbund is pajfed'' The Ma- 
jor's round pafles. — Yes ; but I have not got my 
card. My charming Liberty, with her national 
coat, is herfelf gone to make the Lieutenant's round, 
and leaves me at the watch-houfe, from whence I 
cannot fiir, becaufe I have ftill ten watch-houfes to 
pafs before I get home, where Liberty will allow 
me to repofe. 

In the interval day breaks ; and, as the day fends 
the mice back to their holes, it alfo returns the cards 
to. the pocket-books. " As it is day, I believe 1 
may return hofhe." — ^^ You muji not pafs^* fays the 
fentinel. " But, my fweet Liberty (who was now 
a fentinel), you fee it is day.'* — *^ That may he\ hut 
did you not hear, fome hours ago^ the Lieut enarit fay ^ 
^ Sentinel, do not let him pafs : he has not retraced the 
order?" Wait till he returns:'— ^^^ Will he be back 
foon ?" — " Perhaps fo* It is three hours Jince he de-- 
parted to make his round. Let us wait ;" and I wait- 
ed with fifteen fnorrng Liberties on the camp bed. 
At fix the drummer arrives with the light. ^* Drum- 
mer Liberty, where is Liberty Lieutenant ?"— i 
*^ *The Lieutenant ! he met fome friends. He has gone 
to hrea^aft with them."' — '' When will he return ?** 
— ^^ Who knows f At nine or ten o'clock ; at twelve per ^ 
haps, to change guard:' I faid not a word, blefled 
Liberty, and waited, without ceafing to blefs her ; 
eleven fl:ruck, and brought Liberty, #ith her 
epaulettes and my card ; — My card ! no ! Liberty 
had lofl: it. At length the door was opened, and 
here I am at home with a card lefs, a night of the 
watch-houfe the more, and a good fit of the ague 
as reparation. So fair and good a thing is Libert'* 
in the night. 

s E 2 Satitrbat^ 
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Saturday, 30^^ December, 

French Jetting jire to Charlejion, — ^There is a fub- 
jeft which by no means ought to be fufFqred f o pais 
away in the ordinary current o^ news ; yet, in al- 
moft every other paper but mine, it ioaofl certainly 

will. ' ; 

The apathy that pervades this country with r/efpe<ft 
to France is aftonifhing. If the Britifh prefs but a 
iingle failor, there is a hue and cry raifed about it 
from one end of the Union to the other. Every 
tarpawling's little lying tale is fwallowed with avi- 
dity ; it fprcads far and wide, and magnifies in its 
progrefs. But the French, on the contrary, may 
do what they pleafe. All their robberies and cruel- 
tics have not been able to draw from my lily-livered 
brethren (one in New-Hampfhire excepted) a fingU 
mark of manly indignation. " Peace, peace !'* they 
cry. " Reflore us to the //i5;r;//o;/v which has hitherto 
** fo happily fubfifled." — JEven the difcovcry of this 
infernal plot at Charlefton will not roufe them. It 
will be buried in their infipid time-ferving fheetsi 
amidii columns of canting, morality and patriotic 
bombaft ; amidft cowardly prayers for peace, on 
a?ty tenns^ and tor a '' Ipeedy rcfloration of that 
*' harmony which has hitherto (notvyifhlianiling />/A 
^' lagings '9LW(}i floggings)^ To happily JnhfifieU^^ — 
Sooner than be luch a printer, by heavens, I would 
bea dog ! 

, .1 fhall now republish the Charlefion account of 
ihe confpiracy, and then fuchremarks as I think the 
fubjeft feems tocalLfor. 

From the Charjejion St cite Gazette of the 2zd ultimo. 

On Tuefday the 14th inflant, the Intendant re- 
ceived certfiin information of a conspiracy of se- 
veral FRENCH NEGROES TO FIRE THE CITY, and tO 

aH here as they had formerly done at St. Domingo. As 

<■■■-■■■ ' the 
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the difcov^ry did not implicate more than ten or 
fifteen perfons, and as the information firft given 
was not fo complete as .to charge all the ringleaders, 
the Intcndant delayed taking any meafures for their 
apprehenfion until the plan Ihould be more matured,' 
and their guilty more clofely afcertained ; but the^ 
plot having been cojaamunicated to perfons on whofe- 
fecrecy the city magiftrates could not depend, they 
found themfelves obliged on Saturday laft to appre- 
hend a number of negroes, andarpong others the 
followiing, charged (together with another not yet 
tatqn) as the ringleadqrs, viz. Figaro, the property 
of .Mr. Robinet ; Jean Louis, the prqpertyof Mr. 
LangftafE; Figaro the younger, the property ot 

Mr. Delaire ; and Capelle, the. property of— <•' 

• On examination, . they all at firil pofitively denied^ 
{heir . J^ijowledge or concern in the plot ; but the 
younger Figaro, after fqpae time, made a partial con-r 
fcifiop, and wa3 admi{t»ed an evidence on the part 
of the State. The others were on Monday brought' 
to. tr,ial^ . in the . gity-hall, beCpre as refpe6lab.Ie a 
Court and Jury as we ever ren^ember to have feea 
convened. A number of witnefles were examined^ 
andjfuUy prpved the, guilt of the.prifoncrs ; and the 
Court, on ipature conlideratio^, unianiraoufly cqih 
dpmjned Figarp fenipr, and Jean Louis, to be Jiup^ 
ancj^ Capelle and Figaro the youngei; to be^ tranfij 
pprtecj..^ The reft who were ^ppreherjdec} are^yn,^ 
der confinement fqr further exj^minaitioj). ^^ ., 

,^ Aftecthe condemnation of Jean Louis> he-fiiirnecl 
to thejtwo Figaros, and faid,. *'^ Ida iiot blame the 
w^t«s, . jhough r lufFer ; they, have done right ; but 
it ts yc>9 who have, brought me to this trouble." 

,!Pigaro and Jean Louis wereyeflerday executed iij 
purfuance of their fentence. , 

Rfm^rks. — Wheq a ipourge is pflldted on a nation^ 
or a'city, we always ought to look back, as we do 
en the condudl of individuals, Jp fee whethet they 

|! E 3 have 
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have not Irought it on ihemfelves. If we take a re- 
trofpeilive view of the fccnes which have paflbd in 
\\\c patriotic C\\zx\ti{ov\ J I believe wefhall find little 
room for wonder, or pity, ojii account of its prcfent 
alarming fituation. 

The people of Charleflon have, fince the com- 
mencement of the prefent war, been diftinguilhed 
by their exceffive folly, and by their partiality for 
the abominable French. They firft encouraged 
Genet to violate the laws of neutrality, and to infult 
the Federal Government. Their condudt, in fit- 
ting out privateers, and in aiding and abetting the 
French in their war on the commerce of Great Bri-t 
tain, firft awakened the fufpicions of the latter 
powcr^ and brought on its depredations on the 
commerce of America. Charlefton was at one 
time like a port ceded to the French. It exhibited 
every mark of entire devotion to their inter efls, of 
hoftility towards the kingdom of Great Britain, and 
()f difrefped and contempt towards the Federal Go- 
vernment. 

I have before had occafion to remark on the con- 
du6l of this city. When they complained, in the 
month of April laft, of a French privateer entering 
their harbour, and feizing their veflels, I recalled to 
ifieir memory their civic feftivals.of 1794. 
\ *^ At Charlefton, on the 6th of February, 1794, 
*^ be it known, and be it remembered too, that the 
" republican fociety (not the democratic fociety) celc- 
** brated the anniverfary of the alliance between 
^^ France and America. This fociety of Americans 
*' paraded at the hotel of a Citizen Harris, whence 
^' they fent a deputation to invite the Citizen Con- 
*^ (111 of the French Republic, and Citizens Captain 
♦* iBran?5on, and Lieqtenant Langlois, of the rcpub- 
<' lican floop of war Las Cafas, to join them. From 
*^ the rendezvous the whole republican tribe march- 
^^ ^d, or rathe^ ft^lked, in proceffipn, to the city-. 
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^^ hall ; and this place of their defiination proves, • 
^' that, if the corporation did not aeliially aflifl at 
*^ the feftival, they approved of it. 

*' There is fomething at once lb bafc and fo hidi- 
** crous in the circumftances of the feaft, that I cau- 
" not help repeating them juft as they ftand in my 
*^ common-place-book of fans-culottifm. 

"' Firft in the proceffion came the prcfident of the 
*^ fociety, fupported by the Conful of France, and 
^^ the citizen officers of the floop of war. 

*^ The cap of liberty, carried by the fecretary, 
** fupported by two citizen members. 

^^ The treafurer of the fociety. 

*^ The members of the fociety, two and two. 

**. Arrived at the town-hall, an oration was deU- 
*^ vered by Citizen Stephen Drayton. The whole 
^* then returned to Harris's hotel, drums beating^nd 
*' fifes playing Ca iru. Here dinner was prepared ; 
^* the flags of the Jifier republics were difplayed 
*^ from the balcony ; the dinner-room was decorated 
*^ with laurel, and the flags joined together. Over 
*^ the prefident's chair was placed the cap of li- : 
**. berty. ^. 

" Among the favourite toafts were. Citizen Genet^ 
^^ Ciiiz^n Madifofij i\\c fans-culottes of Great Britain 
^^ and Ireland, an(i the guillotine. One toafl: in 
" particular it is wQrth while to Recall to memory at 
*' this time : * May the e^wnies of republican Fre7ich^^: 
" men perifh^ in nohatever clime ijtcy may befoimd.\ '^ 

** After the toafts were over, the liberty cap was- 
*' placed on the head of the prefident, and then al- 
^ ' ternately on the head of each member, accora- 
^•. panied with three cjieers and Ca ira. After being 
•^ returned to, and worn by the prefident fometiqcie^-^ 
*^ the cap was prcfented by him to i)xt,creiv of the 
*^ Las Cafas. * And thus,' fays the Charlefton pa- 
" per, ^^ glided the hours away of this feaft, which. 
*' wa« made by cpr^genial .fowls to commemorate the 

E? 4 , " happy 
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** happy day, when the fons of Frenchmen joine4 
** the fons of America to overthrow tyranny in this 
" happy land'/' 

Very welj then.— Thefe ^^fons of Frenchmen^ arc 
your friends ; iifc ihcm as fuch, and don*t hang them 
up hy the neck. — When the mifcreants have fired 
your town, and butchered your wives and children, , 
I luppofe you will then fing Ca ira, and toafl- the 
" fons of Fr nch}::>:^^' who kindly came to help you 
to overturn lyrarny. For the falfehood and malice 
of this lall word, you deferve all the torments that 
even the imagination of a Frenchman can invent. 
You toaltc'd the guillotine^ did you not ? You ap- 
plauded the blood-hounds that found employment 
for this dreadful machine, and laughed at its vic- 
tims! — Well ; there is a time to laugh^ and a time /• ' 
vioiktn: the former is gone by, and the latter is, 
probably, at no great diftance. You are no better 
than. the arillocrats of France, and, if you fhould 
ihare their fate, you have no right to complain. 

I fliall be told, that thefe remarks are too general \ 
that all the people of Charlefton were not impli- 
cated in Ihc conduft above noticed. — ^Very true ; I 
know it well. But I know alfo that a few excep- 
tions in this way, will not, and ought not, to wipe 
the odium and difgrace from theibwn. If the ma- 
giftrates and conftituted authorities*- did not affifi^ 
they at lc<ifl: diid not prevent.' ^ They fuffered the 
places of their public fittings to be ufed by the C0- 
/>^- (annibals ; and they mufi have given their pofi- 
tive confcnt to the beheading of*the ftatiie of Lord 
Chatham. — A city that could be guilty of folly and 
bafenefs like this, muft fuffer feverely and long, 
before it will excite compaffion in a mind* which is 
not 'rather under the guidance of weaknefs than of 
juftice. Invetcfate vices require a chailifemQiit ap- 
'j)'roaching to cruelty; and, pethaps, thc'**y&w of 
** Frenchmen^'* bytflc fl^me froia tha city, - arc tQ 



be the happy inftruments of mlightening the people; 
of Charlefton, and teaching them the error of their . 
ways, 

Zitnmermann and /i^^^^r.— Zimmermakn, a 
German writer, has pubHlhed a book on " National* 
*' Pride;' which Noah Webfter, junr. " Efqr fays 
is one of the hejt books that ever was written. ^^ The 
*^ author fpares no nation/' Ikys Noah ; " he at- 
^^ tacks their pride and prejudices with frefed'onj. 
*' and with truth:' ' 

The noble neWfmonger thcnfets- to Work to cull, 
out a few paragraphs as proofs of his aflfertions ; that 
is, that the author attafcke thi^ pride ahd prejudices: 
of all nations with truth. He begins with ^ihiiner- . 
mann's characftet of the Greeks and Italidtis, and. 
then he comes to that of the ^nglijh\ but it iseafy 
to perceive,' from what cbraies after, that the two' 
former nations are only nrentioned by way of cx-^ 
ciife for introducing and fcandalizing the lattfer:' 
as thus: *' Engliftimen acknowledge themfelves, 
** that they inherit from their ariceftotS 2ijiupidpre'- 
*^ fojjijfion againft all other inliabitants of thfe' globe. 
** Their national prejudices are too confpiCubus in • 
^^ their condddl towards the natives of their two 
*^ lifter kingdoms. Nothing is more freqacntljr* 
" heard in England, than ^ To« ^^^^^r/^ iS^o// or, 
*^ ' Yoii hlbod-thirjiy^ impudent Irijh lout: Iti general, an 
^^ Englifhman, ftufFed with beef, pudding, arid pbr-' 
" ter,heartilydefpifes every k)ther nation of Europe.** 

So, this is done " with' truth^' is it. Squire Web- 
Jier ? What Englifhman did: either ybu, (k your 
admired Zimmermann, evet hear acknowledge^ that 
he inherited frcnn his anceftots diflupid prepoffef- 
lion againft all other inhabitants of the globe? 
Show me the man : tell mie' hiS name ; or elle con- 
fcfs that your old Zimmerriiatin is a llaAderer, or a 
fool, or that -he did with rd^^ to Englilhmen, as 

yo» 



4«6 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

you do with rcfpc6l to politics — gueJfedM theihy and 
gueffiid wrong too, 

«* Nothing is more frequently heard in England^ 
^* than ^ You beggarly Scot ^ or, * You bloed-thirfiy^ 
•^ impudent Irijh louf'^ — ^This, (ays Zimmermann, 
and this, you lay, is tru^ ; and I lay you are (like 
xnafler like man) a couple of envious, mifchievous, 
and ignorant profe-makers. It is certain, that fuch 
ill-natured national refle<5lions are now and then 
xaade ufe of in England ; hut if Zimmermann ever 
heard them uttered, he muft have kept mod ill- 
bred, blackguard company. He mufl have frc- 
auented the cellars and brothels of the capital ; and 
lis, I take it^ would not refle6): much honour on 
aphilofopher of threescore. No; fuch refle<Stions 
are not frequently heard in England, and I hope they 
never will, in fpite of all the mifchief-making, po- 
litical hypocrites of the continents of Europe and 
America. I know with what pleafure they would 
fee the people of the three kingdoms cutting each 
others . throats. — *^They are too proud''' This is 
the cverlafting cant ; but their real faulty in the 
cyes.of thefe envious wretches, is, they are too fow^ 
$rfidy too opulent y and too happy. 

Again. — " In general, an Engliftiman, fluffed 
•* with beef, pudding, and porter, heartily de/pifes 
<f every other nation of Europe," — ^Tl^is too is true^ 
is it, Mr. Webfter ? And this candid paflage is taken 
from ** one of the hefl hooks that ever was written^'* 
is it I. — ^^What has a man's food to do with his 
thought? It is the firft time, I believe, that ever 
liviiii^ well was brought in as a circumAance ia 
^ a ft|bje6l of ccnfure ; and I am Jure it was never 
donC) except by fome hungry pauper, who, when, 
he has breakfafted, knows not wl^re he is to dine. 
It is, however, a fpecies of cenfure which will never 
give tpuch pain to the ccnfured party. When an 
Epglifhm^n is well ^(ludc^^ as ojid %mm« calls it^ 

with 
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with beef, pudding, and porter, he cares little 
about the wiftful-looking dogs that are growling 
round his plenteous board. No, Noah ; give mc 
but myjbeef and my pudding, and old Zimmer- 
mann and you may keep barking till you have ex- 
haufted your lungs, 

But, to come to the main point of this charge of 
old Zimm*s, *' that an Englifhman heartily defpifes 
*^ every other nation of Europe :" I willingly allow 
there isySw^ truth in it. , Yet, in admitting the fedl, 
I am far from admitting it to be a fault. Before I 
do this, I muft be convinced, that thofe nations, 
fpeaking of them in the general, do not merit to be 
heartily de/pijed hy an Englilhman ; and this, friend 
Noah, with all your fmall talk, you would find it 
very difficult to do. 

In order to determine whether thofe other na-^ 
tlons of Europe ought to be defpifed or not, let au 
Englifhman look at their conduct; and, that his 
memory may not be fatigued, or the jufliicc 
of his decifion difputed, let him confine him&If 
to the prefent war. This war is a war of the poor 
againfl the rich, of force againfl: law, of vice againfl: 
virtue, of impiety againfl: religion. It is a war in 
which all that's ignoble, cruel, and blafphemous^ 
is leagued againfl all that's honefl, honourable, hu- 
mane, facred, and holy. In this war, then, what 
has been the condu6t of Englifhmen (under which 
name I comprehend the whole Britifh empire), and 
what has been the condu6l of " all the other natiom 
'^ of Europe T'* 

The infernal propagande of Paris, having feized 
on the treafures, and the foil, and the people, of 
a powerful empire, formed the refolution of plun- 
dering, and brutalizing, and then deflroying, all 
the furrounding nations, or, as Brijfot exprclled it, 
qi fet ting fire to the four corners of Europe. The 
bpr4cs were coUedled, and, armed with the inflru- 

incnt« 
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mcnts of connplion and murder, forth they fallied 
to effc6l the dreadful purpofe of their mailers. Of 
all the neighbours of France, Great Britain had the 
leafl to apprehend ; yet flic fcorned to ftand aloof 
when an attack was made on the great community 
of nations of which Ihc was a member. The rich 
and the powerful llie encouraged by her example : 
the weak fhe aided with her forces, and the poor, 
with hrr treafures. What, on the contrary, has 
been the condud of ** a/l other naUo?is in Europe P^* 
Sweden, Denmark, and fome others of little note, 
have remained in a fupine, fordid, and dilhonour- 
able neutrality. Pruflia patched up a peace with 
iubfidies of Britain in his pocket. The head of 
the Empire has made fome noble efforts ; but has 
been abandoned by almofl all the fovereign princes. 
Naples and Sardinia have kneeled at the throne of 
ferrs-culottifin. Geneva, Genoa, Venice, ^ and all 
Italy, are became a prey to 'the barbarians;, and 
Holland and Spain have not only knuckled to the 
grovelling enemy, but have turned their arms againft 
their friend and al/y in ike isoar ; and the bafe Dutch 
even fired on the troops that were fent, and that 
bad valiantly fought to defend them ! — After this, 
who will fay that an Englifliman ought not to clefpife 
" all the nations of Europe ?'' For my part I do, 
and that moft '' heartily:" 

Noah, you hate England, and all that appertains 
to the name : yet^ let me tell you, Noah, that it is 
that very England, and that England alone, that 
Hands between your printing-fhop and a French 
bpmb-lhcU or cannon-ball. Were there no Eng- 
iilh^tiru in the world, your types \yould be foou 
melted down into bullets, for your dear fans-culotte 
g]im to blow your .brains out with. 
. Remember this, ^nd leave off barking. . 



CoriJiilutioH" 
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Con/iit^tion-mal'mg. — ^The Virginians are afTem- 
bling, in their different counties, to take meafiircft 
for calling a 'convention to alter their conftitation, 
— What nonfenfe it is tp^ make fuch a piece of 
work about a new eJUion of a threepermy pamphlet ! 

The fovercign people of France have already 
pubiiihed three fuch pamphlets, and I imagine thsi 
they mufl, by this time, have a fourth in the prefii* 
Their revolution will produce them what is not the 
Icatl flattering to human vanity : they will have th^ 
fatisfaclion to fee their own ivorks bound and Ict^ 
tered. 

Gamblmg and cheating Legijlator. — Wc hear that 
a member of the Lcgiflature of a lifter State was, 
about three weeks ago, expelled for playing with 
marked cards. 

By way of relaxation from the important labours 
of lawgiving, he ufcd, it feems, to retire to a 
neighbouring public-houfe, and gamble with the 
landlord, whom he fleeced pretty decently, before 
his violation of the laws of honour and all-fours was 
difcovered.— Gced God i how free, how fccure, 
and happy, mud the people be under laws made by 
fuch men as Ihefe ! 

Liberty of the Prefs. — We have often been told, 
in a filly, vaunting flrain, that we alone enjoy the 
real liherty of the prefs^ and that tYuth is not a libel 
Iiere, as it is in Britain, — Well ; now 1 take upon 
me to affert, tliat the prefs is, both in law and in 
praclice, a thoufand times freer in Britain than it 
is in this country: and this alicrtion I pledge my- 
fclf to make good againt^ any fadVs or arguments 
that can be brought to oppcfe it. — There's my 
gauntlet, citizens. After lb much boafting there 
wiJl certainly be fomcbody found to take it up. 

Paying 
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Paying for being Jhot aU-^Tht Roba and Bctfcy, dn 
her paflage to Philadelphia^ was boarded by a 
French privateer from Nantz of 30 guns. After 
examining her papers, particularly the roU d'equi^ 
fage^ they permitted her to proceai on her voyage, 
liaving firft demanded eight guineas, which, the 
captain of the privateer faid, was one guinea for 
evety Jhot that ivas fired at her, before fhe was 
boarded. The captain of the Roba and Betfey 
infixing thai feveral of the Ihot were fired under 
Englifli colours, and prefuming that they could not, 
therefore, be entitled to demand fo much, " Eh 
*• bienr faid the. crafty citizen captain, with a tone 
of voice equally democratic and decifive, *^ we fired 
•* fmr Jhots under FrencH colours, and that is only 
** two guineas a Jhoi.^* — This calculation was con- 
clufive ; and the American captain, knowing well 
^bere was no court of appeal, immediately paid 
down the eight guineas ! ! 



THE END OF THE SEVENTH VOLUME, 



5i r.osNFif ., Pilntrt* 
F.ituu: ttu<cn Strert, Holhc>r». 
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